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Major’s position on Europe 
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David McKittrick, 

Jason Bennetto and 
Esther Loach 

The IRA is expected to continue 
its tactks of mass disruption af- 
ter a Republican source re- 
vealed yesterday that the 
terrorist’ organisation believes 
the strategy is “working”. 

Two explosions and a series 
of coded warnings caused trav- 
el chaos, throughout the Mid- 
lands and. north of England 
yesterday. _• 

The terrorist organisation 
again targeted key rail and mo- 
torway links effectively cutting 
off the north from the Math of 
the country for many hours. 

Two devices exploded at; 
Doncaster and Leeds, but no- 
one was injured. The train sta- 
• tions and city centres also of 
Stoke on ‘Bent and Crewe were 
also evacuated and two long ■ 
Stretches of the M6 were dosed 
Star five hours. 

t . The attacks follow the patten 
& recent incidents which the- 
fiRA plainly regards as highly 
Successful exercises in gaining 
the limelight during the election 
campaign. 

- A republican source yester- 
day repealed that the strategy 
was aimed at causing maxi- 
im disruption and maximum 
blicity coverage with a min- 


INSIDE 


imum of threat to the lives of 
the civilian population. 

The source told The. Inde- 
pendent: “It is the classic re- 
publican position - that bombs 
or disruption in England have 
more of an impact than it has 
in Ireland. You 'can-see it is 
working because John Major’s 
having to answer questions 
about it at his morning pres 
conferences. That’s how it’s 
impacting. n . \ 

The comments suggest that ' 
the IRA is aware that by issu-. 
iag early morning warnings - 
yesterday’s were gwenat just af- 
ter 7am- it can dominate the 
election agenda throughput the . 
day and force John Major to re- 
spond at 

asroalltombwas planted near 


-the fast week of Aj^whoi the 
M6 and Ml were targeted. At 
the eadof that week, the Gtqpd 
National was disrupted by a 
coded warning; ■ 

Yesteis^s^deitscaused «fe- 
ruptkmio mflbops of travellers 
and workers and cost millions 
of pounds in lost biismes& . 

The bomb mDoDcaster went 
off at 1040am on a road over 
a raff bridge fo the north of the 
town. The railway station was 


closed and the surrounding 
area evacuated from about 
: 7.15am, blocking two raff lines. 

The second explosion was at 
a relay cabinet containing sig- 
nalling equipment near Leeds 
station -car park just before 
9am. No-one was hurt, but the 
city centre 'was immediately 
cordoned off and remained 
dosed for about six hours.Tbe 
station was still closed last nigh t 
as searches continued. 

Keith HeUawelL, chief con- 
stable of West Yorkshire, , said 
the warning call to Leeds was 
not accompanied with a code- 
word. He said; “If thisis anew 
tactic, and Ideal fcnow that it 
is, then it is a despicable action 
,-wearesinldi^furtherinrethe 
.’dexahsof depravity." 

. So mb squad oflfceas cafcried 
OUtacontroQed erosion at the 
train station in Stoke on Bent 
to gain access to main foyer Area 
after a coded warning wasgjv- 
en just after 7am.' 

, In Crewe warning was tefo- 
jAonedtoalocalho^alandthe 
train station was dosed until late 
in the afternoon. An area of a 
. .quarter mile radius around the 
station was evacuated. 

On the M6 two sections - cne 
in Staffordshire, the other north 
ofMahcb ester -were dosed in 
both directions following 
coded warnings.' 



Vanessa spells out her new 
revolution: vote Ashdown 
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Kim Scngupfa ; i ; 

Vanessa Redgrave has not givea up On . 
her struggle radically to change society. 
The only thing that has changed is t£e 
means to the end, On I *^ihe fin- 
ing for Paddy Asbdown'sV Liberal 
Democrats, 


used to be to the Workers’ 
tionary Party, whose battled 


heady days of class warfare was -‘^Labour 
and the SDR the running dogs of the 
bourgeoisie". But now Ms Redgrave 
feels that it is the Liberal Democrats ■ 
who offer the best hope for ushering in 
a more just, and fair system. 

That is not the only chaDge.Ms Red- 
crave believes that-feced with what she 

- ».«knntanon f7nno»rmli» tmv- 


enunent introducing draconian kgH&non 
j(atotowardsaj»Bce state, stwety has 
two bulwarks of defence * ttejteftaary, 
and the press. One of her main reSa^co 



Alarmedr Redgrave, stiff seeking justice ; Photograph: Kalpesh Lathitfa 
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TTiese new favoured institutions, of 
cdursevicatured Eminently in the de- 
monology of the hard-left inthe-past 


WRP leaders like Geriy Heaty regularly 
lambasted these “arms of thestate" try- 
ing to destabilise and destroy his 
organisation. 

However Ms' Redgrave remains a 
member cif the Marxist Partywhich was 


launched 10 years ago. And she says she 
b “extremely alarmed, and angry" at the 
way the Establishment is running the 
country. 

But the Marxist Party is not putting 
up any candidates. Ana Ms Redgrave 


is a passionate opponent of the law and 
order measures - the Criminal Justice 
Act, the new Police Act, the Crime Sen- 
tences Act, and the Asylum Bill - be- 
ing brought in by Michael Howard. She 
is a prominent member of the lobby 
group set up to oppose this, the Char- 
ter for Basic Rights. 

Ms Redgrave said; “I spoke to Pad- 
dy Ashdown n few months ago at the 
House of Commons when I was there 
for a meeting against the Asylum and 
Immigration Bill, which is an ap ailing 
piece of legislation. 

“He assured me the Liberal De- 
mocrats are opposed to it, and 1 believe 
him. So I shall be voting Liberal De- 
mocrat at my constituency of Brentford 
and Isleworth. 

“I shall also be speaking to the 
Labour candidate there, but the Labour 
Party has done very little to oppose any 
of these very unfair measures brought 
in by the Government, so I cannot see 
how I can vote for them." 

Ms Redgrave, 60, the scion of one of 
the most famous thespian families of the 
country, and described as the greatest 
British actress of her generation, con- 
tinues to speak out against what she sees 
as injustice. 


Old Labour win new peerages in dissolution honours list 
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Fran Abrams . . , 

political Correspondent .,. 

It's pavback time today for 
three- &d Labour MPs-atoo 
stood down fo’make way for 
New Labour. In a case of “old 
Labour, new pee rages," Geof- 
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frey Loflhousc, John Evans 
and Doug Hoyle have been 
sjven life peerages in the- first 
dissolution boootnshst to be ze- 
• leased during a general election 
since' 1970. A month ago' the 
three said they revised anoth- 
er five' years in politics would be 


'one hinted that honours had 
been offered as inducements. 

The trio win no doubt express 
shock' and delight- at today’s 
news, and toofcforwaid with re- 
newed vigour to jobs for life in 


the House of Lords. Rumours 
of. the ennoblements had been 
circulating for months but all 
had been rebutted. 

. In March the . Times even 
carried an apology toMr Loft- 
house for the suggestion that he 
was about toga. The three, for- 


mer MPs respectively for Pon- 
tefract and Castieford, St He- 
lens North and Warrington 
North, are among 21 retiring 
members who have aD been 
made life peers in the first ho- 
nours list to during a general 
election since 1970. 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The portrayal of Tuny Biair as the British dummy on 
tile knee of the German Chancellor. Helmut KohC w.is 
yesterday roundly denounced by Tories. Labour and the 
Germans as “puenlc", "pathetic'*, and “pitiful". But John 
Major and his senior colleagues appeared delighted by 
the controvexsy and the raised profile of their campaign 
to pain! Labour as a party of sell-out and surrender. 

Elmer Brok, a senior MP from the German Chris- 
tian Democrat Party, who is to represent the European 
Parliament at the Amsterdam summit for heads cif gov- 
ernment in June, said the advertisement was pitiful. 
“It just goes to show how desperate the Conservative 
Party has become," he said. “We should be partners 
with Britain in buOding Europe - not fighting a battle." 

While Labour dismissed the attack as pathetic. Ed- 
wina Currie, the former Tory minister, called it “puerile". 
Conservative pro-Europeans are increasingly concerned 
by the way in which the Prime Minister has raised foe 
stakes on his European campaign - and the way he 
appears to be “singing from John Redwood's hymn 
sheet". But Mr Major and Michael Heseltine. the 
Deputy Prime Minister, laughed off the criticism at 
their daily election press conference yesterday. 

The Prune Minister said thot Helmut Kohl was a 
“doughty fighter" for German interests - unlike Mr 
Blair, who bad already offered six surrenders before 
he had even entered the negotiations. According to 
Mr Major, the Labour leader was telling the Germans 
and the French, “Fve changed my red flag for a white 
flag, here are my surrenders, please can I have a seat; 
if you don't have a seat HI have a knee." 

Last night, Mr Major went even further in his at- 
tack on Mr Blair, telling a Manchester rally that on 
Europe, the Labour leader had chanced “from with- 
drawal through indedaon to unconditional surrender". 

He added: “Mr Blair changes his mind as often as 
a grasshopper jumps." Changing metaphor, he added 
that other European leaders would eat him alive. “It 
would be like sending a fly to a spiders’ convention." 


Independent: business 
Journal of the year 


The Independent has won 
the Financial Journal of tbe 
Year atfard from the Win- 
cott Foamdatiou. This is the 
second time that the news- 
paper has won the award, 
the most prestigious in fi- 
nancial journalism. 

The judges praised The 
Independent's coverage of 
business, city and eco- 
nomics for its campaigning 
style, sound judgment, 
high number of scoops 
and visual impact. 
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Says a well known Indian text. 

‘Life flows like water from a broken pot, 

therefore, O man, while there still is time, 
choose the better way...* 
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Firefighters’ strike likely as 
hopes of settlement fade 

Talks aimed at averting a firefighters’ strike looked set to foil 
yesterday as army Green Goddesses stood by as cover during 
industrial action. 

Officials of the Fire Brigades Union were meeting leaders of 
Essex County Council to try to resolve a dispute over £l-5m in 
spending cuts. Two union negotiators left the meeting early and 
said it had broken down, meaning the first 24-hour strike would 
start at 10am today. But the council insisted the talks were still 
continuing at lunchtime. One union negotiator said: “I have not 
seen any glimmer of light during the talks and my hopes of a 
settlement are fading. '‘The union is planning further walkouts n<*r» 
Monday and Wednesday, in protest at the cuts, which the council 
has blamed on government underfunding. 

Boy gave fife to save girlfriend 

A 14-year-old girl described yesterday how her boyfriend saved her 
life at the cost of his own when he used his body as a shield to 
protect her from a car. 

Paul Broughton. 16, pushed his girlfri end out of the way and took 
the impact himself, an inquest beard. He was thrown into the path of 
a second car and died of heart failure during emergency surgery 
three hours later. His girlfriend, 14-year-old Laura GledhiO, escaped 
serious injury. The accident happened when Paul, of Monk Bretton, 
South Yorkshire, and Laura were on their way home from a bonfire- 
night party. His father, Alan Broughton, 47, said: “Paul's action was 
typical of him - he was a very courageous lad." Laura said: “Paul ... 
saved my life. As he lay in the road he called ‘Laura’, that was the 
last word be said. I thought the world of him.'' Christopher 
Domes, the coroner, recorded a verdict of accidental death. 



Triple killer goes back to Broadmoor 

Alan Reeve (left!, the triple 
(tiller who escaped from 
Broadmoor top-security hospital 
16 years ago, appeared before 
magistrates yesterday after 
being extradited from the Irish 
Republic. 

He escaped from Broadmoor 
in 1981 where he was being held 
far killing his friend Roger 
Jackson when the pair were IS. 
He was arrested two weeks ago 
in Cork, where he had been 
living with his fianede and baby 
son. and working as a typesetter 
at the Cork Women’s Poetry 
Circle. Reeve, 49, was re- 
arrested on warrants relating to 
the murders of Roger Jackson 
and a fellow Broadmoor inmate, Bfliy Doyle, 22. In 1981 he escaped 
to Holland where he killed a policeman in a bungled off-licence raid. 
He spent 10 years in a Dutch prison, then went to ground. After the 
hearing in Bracknell, Berkshire, Reeve was driven to Broadmoor. 

Prison service resignation 

One of the Prison Service's most senior managers resigned his post 
yesterday, becoming the latest penal expert to call for a Royal 
Commission on crime and punishment to “untangle crime and 
punishment from the politics of law and order 7 '. 

In his resignation speech at the Edinbur^h/Camb ridge Society last 
night. Dr David Wilson, head of prison-officer and operational 
framing for England and Wales, declared he could no longer be part 
of a process hijacked by the lowest form of politics, and obsessed 
with locking more and more people up. As well as the Conservative 
government, he attacked the media and television programmes such 
as Crimetvatch for their obsession with violent crime and criminals. 

A Royal Commission would, he said, allow for rational, non-partisan 
debate, finding solutions that would “develop our nation rather than 
turn it iiito a Gulag”. Patricia Wynn Davies 
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Body-parts sculptor filed by 

The Metropolitan Police last night confirmed they bad sent a file on 
the sculptor Anthony-Noel Kelly to the Crown Prosecution Service. 

Mr Kelly, 41, reported for bail at VauxhaU police station in 
London on Thursday and is due back to a different station in 
London in June. He was arrested earlier this month after police 
searched his studio in south London and his family home in Kent; 
taking away a number of human parts and pieces of art Mr Kelly, a • 
cousin of the Duke of Norfolk, has previously admitted using 
human body parts for plaster casts in his work. Mark Rowe 


Spread 

a little 
magic 

Whatever the occasion; anniversaries, 
birthdays, thank-yous, house-warmings, 
retirements, they’ll enjoy creating a little 
magic for themselves with National 
Garden Gift Tokens. 

These colourful tokens come in a 
range of values and are so easy to pose. 
They can be bought, and exchanged, at 
most Garden Centres, Garden Shops and 
Nurseries right across the UK. 

So treat them to the gift that grows. 




NATIONAL GARDEN GIFT TOKENS 

Horticultural Trades Association (auMhsbtd 1898) 
Tbeale, Berkshire. • 
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Nifri Reynolds; 1 fust wanted Iwri away from me* (Photograph: Patri Boss) 



as 




woman escaped an a ttempted mugging by brav 
mg her attacker's crotoh wife the flante from her 
fighter. poGce in London hare 
NHd Reynolds, a 37-year-old mother of three, was 
walking home through MaJda Vale; northwest London, 
one evening when she was grabbed from behind by 
a man who got ciutdf a battered BMW. He held ^ short 
knife to her throat and demanded money. 

T was just walking along minding my own business 
whan a car wtthiwo rran Inside pulled alongside and 
a guy jumped out," Ms Jteynoids said yesterday. “He 
started shouting at me asldng formoney and then be- 
came mors aggressive. With fris left hand he hit me 
on the jaw and with his other hand he puBed out a knife 
and held it to my 8roaL It was more the shock than 
die pain which stunned me;" . • 

. After’s struggle, Ms Reynolds, who had been about 
to fight's cigarette, put her lighter behind hob held it 
againsttjer attackers cratch and flicked its flame, “t 
just wanted Mm away from me arid off my body,” she 


; said. T wasn’t reagylhinkingabout what 1 was doing. 
“He didn't have a due what l was doing but after a 
few seconds of -struggling the heat suddenly hit him 
and tie puf£d away sweating and shouting. The next 
thing I knew he had fatten on tffogrpund. The other 


back frrffte ckc I was rooted to life spot to the spot 
because I vra s te rri fi ed that ffl raft would be aMe . 

to catch upttfth «iei< Thankfully &ey just drove off.” 
Apart from Ihe shodi rf tbe attadvtts Reynolds was 
unharmed and no mdney -teas taken. 

Pc Jane Mafia, dHam^Roadltobbery Squad said: 
“The place she held the tighter is a sensitive area, !; 
beBeve-HfetrcHtferecfiriiftt catch fire btfthewas dear- 
ly in alot of pain. <A 

“ft was a heroic thing and ftdkf raise a smiearnbntf 
the police officers. But we would mrtreccunmeraflftaf 
anybody, do this as it could have provoked the mart 
and made him angrier/* 

Mark Rows and Sfrnon Reeve . 


Leukaemia sister 
reconsiders bone 
marrow donation 

The sister of a woman dying from 
leukaemia was yesterday 
reconsidering her refusal to donate 
life-saving bone marrow to her. 

Susan Squires, 34, was said to 
have denied the transplant to her 
sister Angela Latham ,34, 

(pictured) because she was 
terrified of hospitals. 

Doctors had found Ms Squires 
to be the only perfect match for 
Mrs Latham after searching a 
worldwide register of 4 million 
donors. The sisters who live 500 
yards away from each other In 
Blackpool have not spoken to each 
other In almost three years after Ms 
Squires' phobia of hospitals led her 
to refuse her sister the chance of a 
transplant But after a meeting with 
Ms Squires yesterday, Mrs 
Latham's husband Paul said: “She's 
had a bit of a change of heart. At 
least now she’s thinking about it ... 
We had more conversation in half- 
an-hour this morning than in the 
last three years." 

Mrs Latham’s leukaemia was 
diagnosed three years ago and 
since then she has undergone 
chemotherapy and is now on daily 
medication. 



Ms Squires was surprised to 
learn yesterday that the bone 
marrow donation could be 
performed at her home. Dr Si 
Ahmed, chairman of the Blackpool 
branch of the British Medical 
Association, said the operation 
was quick, safe, involved minimal 
pan and could be performed 
outside the hospital environment 
Mrs Latham said: “I think this is 
a breakthrough. She is petrified of 
hospitals, but she now knows that 
she doesn’t have to go into 
hospital, but can instead go to her 
GP or to a clinic. I hope she loves 
me enough to do it.” 

Glenda Cooper 1 


Diamond dagger 
award for 
Morse author 

Inspector Morse creator Colin 
Dexter has won this year’s 
acclaimed Cartier Diamond Dagger 
Award for his outstanding 
contribution to detective writing. 

The Oxford-based author has 
written 12 novels about the laconic 
inspector and his sidekick Lewis. 

Mr Dexter has also appeared in the 
background of 27 out of 30 
Inspector Morse programmes 
made by Central TV , . 

The Crime Writers' Association Ifc 
also awards gold and stiver 
daggers to outstanding writers in 
the genre. Previous winners of the 
diamond dagger, founded m 1986, 
include John ie Carre, PD James, 
Dick Francis and Ruth RendelL 
The trophy, made by jeweflers 
Cartier London, Is made of gold and 
silver with a large ruby cabochon ' 
surrounded by diamonds. 

Dexter, 68, has said that 
“Morse, Hire me, is something of a 
miserable, old sod, semi- . 
autoblographicaL..” He also shares 
his chamfer’s passion for 
classical studies, and has urged 
that Latin and Greek be taught hi 
comprehensive schools. 

DavfdUster 


Australia to deport triple-killer to Britain 


The Australian authorities have 
begun moves to return triple 
murderer Archie “Mad Dog" 
McCafforty to Britain. 

McCafferty; 49, who went to 
Australia as a 10-year-old with his 
family but never became an 
Australian citizen, was given three 
life sentences in 1974 for leading a 
gang which lolled three men in the 
space of five days. While In jail, he 
was convicted of the manslaughter 
of another prisoner. 

New South Wales Parole Board 
yesterday granted McCafforty 
parole, after four earlier 
applications were been rejected, 
and ordered his release by 3 May. 
“We would expect at the point in 
time when he is released from 
detention that the (deportation] 


order should be carried out" 
Australian Immigration Minister 
Philip Ruddock said. British 
Consul-General Philip Morrice said 
Britain had accepted the decision. 

However, there was anger in 
McCafferty’s former home city of 
Glasgow. Michael Martin, who is 
seeking re-election as Labour MP 
for die Springbum constituency, 
said: “1 have no quarrel wfth the 
parole board’s decision, I am by 
no means a 'hang them and flog 
them MP' - but the decision to 
deport him Is morally wrong, and I 
have complained to the Foreign 
Office. My concern is that the 
Australian authorities, and in 
particular tills Immigration minister 
will use the UK -and most likely 
Glasgow, as a dumping ground for 


people they consider to be 
arrworthy.to stay In their country." 

The random murders which led 
to McCafferty's rife sentence 
began after he said he suffered a 
delusion while visiting the grave of 
- his baby son — who suffocated 
while breastfeeding — telling him 
to kill seven people. 

He remained obsessed with the 
number seven in prison, writing art 
autobiography entitled Seven Shall 
Die and was initially considered an 
aggressive and extremely 
dangerous prisoner. 

However, parole board judge 
Des Ward said that by 1988 
McCafferty was seen as a model 
prisoner who was quiet, co- 
operative, and able to relate to 
people normally. 
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HEALTH 

Young men storing up 
trouble by behaving badly 

The thought that men may one day be orar weight raw* «*sws 
thefr mfo£ A new survey from . 

Independent, shows that less than a quarter of men mmew tott. 
iSandearty twenties make an effort to stick “ ■ 

While almost three in ten women.at tius age cat ^^ onwred 
meat, less than one in ten metvhas taken red meat off Ihc menu, ^ 
As well as a penchant for hamburger and chip, yotmg men art 

^thTaoUll about men behaving badly. More than half of meant 

»is»aA’S^tSSi*r 

at Birmingham University says: •‘Premature heart disease & a male 
issue andneart attacks at 40 are in part a naAef whai men have 

A— 

ECIA 9ME. £895. M The Long Weekend, page 21 


HOUSING 

London facing homes shortage 

People are flocking back to the capital. The population of London, 
recently described in a number of guide books as “The Happening 

European nationals moving to London, 
with a fell in the number of people leaving the 6tf, has upset 
planners’ forecast for the next 20 years. Toe corofiaiy of this is 
fhnf there has been a severe underestimation of the number or new 
homes that will be needed for tlx disaccording to a survey by Dr 
Martin Mogridge and Professor John Pur of Glasgow University 
Their report,^ Study for London Transport Planning* suggests 
there wHI be a demand for op to 436,000 new homes by 2016 - not 
die 300.000 forecast by die Department of Environment 
Dr Mogridge said the DoETs own research suggests that 
immigration would continue to rise until 201 L before felling 
a gain. He said that while controls have tightened to stem the flow 
of Commonwealth immigrants, European nationals are now freer 
than ever to come to Britain. Kim Sengupto 



SOCIETY 

Callers abusing police 999 service 

TWo-thirds of 999 calls made to police are not emergencies, 
according to a survey. Wfest 
Midlands Police answered 
more than 46^000 1 
caQs last year, indue 
15,500 from people asking for 
the number of their local 
station- Eleven thousand were 
from children calling by 
mistake, 6500 were from, 
people asking for advice on 
civil matters, nearly 26,000 
were silent calls made from 
telephone kiosks and just 
under 4.000 were from . 
drunken or abusive callers. 

BUSINESS 

Post Office sen-off widely opposed 

Privatising the Post Office would be as unpopular as ever, 
according to a new opinion poll which showed a huge majority in 
favour of keeping the service public. 

Hie MORI pou for the Communication Workers' I'nion found 
only S percent 012,000 people in favour of selling off the Post 
Office as a whole. Joint general secretary Derek Hodgson said: "It 
would be a perversion of democracy for any political party to push 
forward with proposals supported by such a tiny minority. The 
debate about the Post Office should finish here.* The people's 
message is dear -hands oft” 

The onion believes the poll shows that the future of the Post 
Office should be taken out of the political arena. The Tories have 
said they wflB consider different forms of privatising the Royal 
Mall if It wins the election and will sell off Parcel force. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Sex war looms for Welsh speakers 

Employers in Wales who don't know their gwr from their gwraic 
were warned yesterday that they may be breaching sex 
discrimination rules. 

The Equal Opportunities Commission has cast its eve over 
Welsh language fob titles and found that many are masculine with 
no obvious female versions. 

The problem is, that unlike the English language, all Welsh 
nouns are either masculine or feminine so that when employers 
advertise for example, for a rfceohvr (manager) thev imply they are 
looking for a mate manager because of the suffix *wr’ which comes 
from gwr. Welsh for man. The Welsh for driver (gynwr) also 
implies a man, as does miner (glowr) and judge (bamwr) 

There isa femaJe suffix, wraig from the Welsh for woman, 
gwnug, wtach could be used instead, but language purists says it 
would lead to words being artificially invented. They say that 
campaigners are confusing gender with sex. 

\6 1 Feld, Equal Opportunities director in Wales, said that now 
toe rwearch has been completed the EOC would be drawing up 
guidelines for employers. potason 
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Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

James Brown, the father of 
Ladd ism and the editor of the 
phenomenally successful men’s 
magazine Loaded has turned 
his attention to the more staid 
men’s monthly GQ. 

Mr Brown, 31, announced 
yesterday that he is leaving 
Loaded to become editor of the 
upmarket GQ which sells over 
200,000 copies a month less than 
Loaded. 

Condd Nast, publisher of 
GQ, denies that Mr Brown is 
planning to change their mag- 
azine in order to chase the 
sales of Loaded. 

However, Nicholas Co- 
leridge, Conde Nast’s managing 
director, confirmed that Mr 
Brown wduld take the magazine 
closer to the style it had under 
Michael Vermuelen, who died 
two years ago from a drug over- 
dose. Since then the magazine 
has been edited by the more 
cerebral Angus McKinnon who 
resigned from Cond6Nast yes- 
terday. 

Loaded jwasJaHndbaflJy EBG.- 
Magazznes in 1994 with target 
sales of .about 40,000. In the last l 
six months of 1996 its audit sale 
was around 375,000 and the bl- 
est issue are. understood tp he r 
selling took 'tfhftir 406^0 0r ! 
copies a month. 


Mr Brown said: “I won’t talk 

about Laddism and all that 
bollocks, that shows a lack of un- 
derstanding of what Loaded is " 
about. Fm not a 25-year-oJd 
loafer any more, I’m con- 
fronting new things in my life 
now and G£?wiU give me much 
greater scope. 

“1 want to make the magazine 
very exd ting and fanny and full 
of commanding journalism. It 
is a natural step on." 

Mr Brown and Ton South- 
well, both former pop music pa~ 
per journalists came up with the 
Loaded concept and convinced 
IPC to publish it. 

Mr Brown's appointment 
should inevitably mark a change 
of direction for GQ. It was 
launched in the UK in 1988 and 
stayed stubbornly under the 

100.000 sales mark until the 
men’s style magazine market 
took off on the back c£ Loaded’s 
success. It has risen steadily to 
150,000, bu t has been eclipsed 
byEMAP\FHM t winch was re- 
designed in the Loaded mould 
and is now selling close to 

500.000 copies a month. 

. Loadedis faxppos.fflr^ £*" 
ajioo with naksdwDinen, alco- : 
hoi, drugs and footbalLIts early 
journalistic innovations have 
included a Biscuit of the Month 
review and. a comparison of 




Five sections for the 
very best in news, 
features, sport, 
business, travel, 
property, and money 
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James Brawn: Tm not a 25-year-old loafer any more, Fm confronting new things in my life' Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee/Main Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


The magazine’s editorial staff 
has made no secret of their love 
for mind-altering substances, 
t^t L Mr Colfiiidge denies he is 
concerned ' . about James 
Brawn’s reputation. “After all 
wehaveri’tempkjyed Will Self,” 
he said. 

Loaded, the stt-com Afcri Be- 


Olyxnpics. 


credited with creating a culture 
of Laddish behaviour charac- 
terised by a taste for sex. lager 
and foptl»|D. JBtowever, maxjy ar- 
gue that Laddism is a media la- 
bel for something that always 
existed. Whatever ffie. argu- 
ments, the effect has been that 
even the more up-market men’s 
magazines, like GQ and Esquire, 
have been forced to increase the 


amount of flesh on their covets 
and in their pages. 

Lads’ magazines have even 
been credited with WH Smith's 
decision in January to withdraw 

shelves\ecanse Loaded .and 
FHM had affected their sales. 

The lads’ magazines have 
attracted a host of imitators, 
including Maxim from Dennis 


publishing and specialist spin- 
offs such as IPC’s Loaded for 
foodies , £af Soup , and Stuff, 
Dennis publishing’s “big boys’ 
toys" magazine. 

Mr Brown is expected to 
leave Loaded in the summer. A 
replacement has yet to be found 
but David Lancaster, editor of 
Ear Soup and Martin Deeson, 
deputy editor of Loaded ate 


tipped to succeed him. 

The changingmen’s market 
has caused a switch-around in 
editors for all the main men's 
titles. Mike Soutar left FHM last 
month to become managing 
director of Kiss FM while Pe- 
ter Howarth moved from Are- 
na to Esquire to replace 77ie 
Independent cm Sunday's editor 
Rosie Boycott. 


HOW TO COOK THE 
RIVER CAFE WAY 

The first exclusive 
exbract from the new 
River Cafe Cook Book 
Two. Collect tlie redpes, 
win an I talian holiday, 
and get the book ’ 
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Tony Blair interviewed 
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A cellulite battle plan 

FUNNY HE HE 

How do you make a 
woman laugh? 

SOUNER^OUNER 

Inside the French 
Foreign Legion 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Get the loS for just 50p. 
See the voucher on 
page 2 today 
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Ian Burrell 


It was a movement founded on promises 
to take on capitalism and improve the liv- 
ing conditions of the British working man. 
But now the new man with the slick hair- 
style and the sharp suit is promising to 
sweep away the old im a g e of doth caps and 
terraced streets forever. 

Andrew Regan is the 31-year-old who 
wants to take the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, one of the most important move-. 
1? meats in the British class struggle, into a 
new era. Yet while Tbny Blair and pro- 
gressive trade union leaders are heralded 
as “modernisers" for sweeping away the 
cobwebs of outdated features of British so- 
cialism, Mr Regan has become the new de- 
mon in the eyes of the Labour ferty. More 
than 50 Labour MPs have called forte bid 
to take control of large parts of CWS to 

be blocked. ... . w 

On closer inspection it is not dimailt to 
see- why Mr Regan is so ctespised by the 
Labour members, 15 of whom are spoor 
sored by the Co-op. He appearsas anea^ 
' todtotof Thatcherism, 

commentator as “the mutant son otuor- 
dbit Gekko", who .has emerged fronra 

. ‘ ■ r. 1 IimM m vfa u'flflE OliCc 



ttaeaa: Embodment of Ytsatctarism, who 

has won over several financial backers 


UCOMICWiun _ 

lheTDrud-l980s. ' . 1 .- 1 ? 

^sssaasgSi 

setting up his first company at the age or 
in tt.tr, a hictiness family he boasts 


.Seven years later be used thebosi- 
hess to take control of Hobson, a teed 

- i-j — j — uv j. —*’■* which 


the frtovement was founded 
, Presiding over an impromptu board 
me^a-^wlKh he called in a Qty wine bar, 
Regm decided on major expansion. - 
- - - Jfe paitber Pelei^laUett recalled: “We 
' gottpgether and sakF^bt this is the pool 
of i^oney we.teve gfirtwe can either go fbr 
a rifl&ber of anall acquisitions or we can 
go for a Big Bertha."* ‘.r . ■ 

T^e CWS was identified as a “Big 
Bertha” takeover. . ... . . 


The language was rather different from 
that used when 28 flannel weavers formed 
the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers in 1840 
to sell grain, sugar and butter at fair prices 
from the first Co-op shop. 

The movement spread across Britain and 
atitefjeakbad II million members in 2.000 
societies. 

The cooperative societies, along with the 
trade unions and other socialist bodies, set 
up the Independent Labour Party in 1893, 
aod the movements have been intertwined 
ever since. 

Ramsay MacDonald, the first Labour 
prime minister, insisted on Co-op products 
being delivered to 10 Downing Street. 

This was the organisation which Regan 
wanted to take over. When rumours first 
circulated of his f lbn bid 10 buy up the Co- 
op, not everyone took him seriously. He was 
depicted as a Don Quixote figure tilting his 
lance at a windmill. Yet the Co-op bosses, 
who denounced him as an “asset-stripping 
middleman’’, were not so scornful After 
all Regan had already bought a chunk of 
CWS in 1994 and sold it for a personal prof- 
lt of £2.7m- . 

Mr Regan, who lives in an elegant 
three-storey mansion in Kensington with 
his young wife and five children, is a fast, 
peirauarive talker who has deaify won 
over several financial backers. 

. H& chann may also have won him sup- 
port from senior G>op managers, two of 
whom were suspended on Thursday for se- 
rious breach of trust 

Yesterday a High Court was not so im- 
pressed, ordering Mr Regan to return any 
confidential CWS information that may 
have come into his possession. The deci- 
sion in effect beaded off his takeover bid. 


Rochdale experiment that began 150 years of co-operation 
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began in 1844 
l^theRochdateRo^ 
A6roup of 28^ weavers, pooled 
|®ir meagre sav'nm and 

*^-■-4 a grocery Shop n 
ale, Lancashfrfc forthe 

sum -of E2& writes 
ro^^'awshoftwrfikrii 

I "wholesome fp°*?l J* 

awe Drices". were shared., 
ween the group ih propor- 
to the amount apentty 

jcame-pcijt^efegwhere 

***gr 

societies joined to-. 

to -form their own 
j lcompany Tte . 
BjhajrancoSpc}- 



S68 Photograph-’ Hutton Getty 


^, /r^vuas farmed h 1867, 35 mifflon famifies through 
coun- anat^ot.^poorap^ 

• - - - *• — tauves. . - 


The Cooperative Bank was 
formed ri1872. 

The Co-operative Union, 
the umbrella oraanteaflon un- 
der which the different types 
ofCo-opwalrve are Bnked to- 
gether, was farmed, in 18® 
and is stBI the national co-or- 
dinating body. Member soci- 
eties. send delegates to the 
UnibnV annual meeting. 

The retafl Movement now 
has a turnover fa excess of 
EZSbn, 68000 staff and eight 
ntfBfon members. The Move- 
. merit, which offers everything 
from rraR to funerals through 
■ Us 4600 outlets, can stffl claim 
to look after Its members 
"from the cradle to the gave”. 


Midland Bank pic reserves the right not to open an account Credit subject to status. Call 0800 180 ISO tor full written details. 



► Midland Bank 
introduces the handy 
£50 Buffer Zone. 
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Midland 


The Listening Bank 


MmberHSBC Gm/p 


htteAww.midbindbank.coin 


We think it’s unfair to charge people for 
slipping a few pounds in the red, that’s why 
we’ve introduced a safety margin of up to £50. 
A penalty-free Buffer Zone that’s always there 
should you need it. 

If you need an overdraft, you could now apply 
fbr one up to £3,000 and with no set-up 
charges or monthly fees. 

The Buffer Zone is just one of the many bright 
ideas that we've built into the new Midland 
Bank Account 


Call 0800 180180 
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SAVE™ el 50 


Currys 


TELEVISIONS 

SAVE c-° £200 
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33*D0»3fPW»l09k. 
Surround Sound TV 
wfthFMtwt 
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Model ?3S7. 
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CREDA nmsai moo spin -Euwh' 

Auiowadwr «■ VPUCHBI FMCE 

■ Economy option. M Hiyi *%“g!flh 

12? programmer nHIlf/ iHofl 

Model 17066 Was £395199. Hf.VJ Xfe if »0Jj 
rn-stoio Price £299.99. HIT HO* MT C 6KWTBS UPB 


ZANUSSI OSRVSPBKX 

1000 Spin Autswasbtf ■UN hump 

■ Uaruble wash time. Kif7||.4fU 

■ Abo JujFUbie m fjfnond. [IlUlJ/ JhR 
Model FU06S Was £499.99. 

BUY HOW MY 10 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT B O iTQos pin 

'Aquarius' Autowashv *W CUHTSIWCE 

Available in Polar White, HM MA 

Linen or Mercury Blllllf Wlliui 

Model WM63 Was £«9 99. ULM Lt0tJJj3 
BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATEB 


HOOVER 1TO5pfe*SottWivr Wnbar Dncr 

Available in White or cjnnm 

S£^B754,A«756. KL*ffl r 3QQ (M 

Was £549.99. IlCASJ U XjJV 

BUY BOW PAT 12 MONTHS LATBt 


WHITE KNIGHT tb. iumhi,D*er 

■2 heat settings. 

■ Final cool tumble. 

Model 311. 

Was £139.99. 

Irvstore Price £109.99. 


£9939 


ON A RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 


CHAHNEL CROSSDIG 


ES^ NICK '"mS|S--'“ 

mn i niexc a 

Sion visible screen size. BTl ITfl 
Moddjwoi. |U|B rl/ *tqq 

In-store Price £37959. Rg i 

MV HOW na* C H0H1HS LAM 


PHILIPS If* hKAMSNioo TV wbhNniwt 

Afctm lA-t'-r Keen we 

Sty*** r«Ml wwd Hn-tfL |RH 

ModN*?»:>- Was I •&* KfffS PQQ 

MAiote Pnre £ 9 « FrilJII fllJJ 

IUT HOW HWM U0KBB t«M ltn w 

SewiMMursnoatAsr 



DISHWASHERS 

SAVE™ el 20 


REFRIGERATION 

SAVE e 110 



ANTLER TRAVEL 
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TOP BRAND VIDEOS 

SAVE s £50 


BOSCH 


When vou buy any cooker or refrigeration product over 

Purchases must be made by 31st May 1997. Ask m-atore ft* fijfl detalk. 


FuD Size Ecological Dishwasher 

■ 6 programmes. 

■ Very quiet operation. _ 

■ Takes 12 place CURRYS PRICE 

»tt in 3S- AAA 

■ Height adjustable ^9 II fl 

M^iueniz f jMMflfl 

Was £519.99. U# W 









SAVE WWW 

30 


HOTPOINT TuB Size ‘Aquarius' 

Dishw a sher 

Mo<W DF23P- WWA OMKHiwz 

Was £44199. VfJPI ^IA 

BUY NOW PAY B I II/'UlMail 

10 MONTHS LATER 


mmpmmj&Bnwm a mastercare cdvEmm 


MATSUI BBBEBI i 

wttfaVnfcoPlu* , 

Model VP9501. I 

W taaJU999!F. | 

WM £17 9.99. 

tuamfinBETnaonw* 1 
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MM cwnrsma 
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SANYO Long Way Ifldro wit h 
and roc NAM awnriwio 

■ Auto set op facility. I .in fill 4 Art 

■Tape library system. ILiUl f I JlJQO 

Model VHR287E. 1 ■ 




HOTPOINT 

110 cu.fL Mistral Plus Frost Free Fridge 
Freezer 

B Deep door fridge - holds 6 packs. 

■ Dual thermostat. 

■ ratable shelves. 

■Temperature display: 

Model 8S96HA. 

Pike Excluding Trade-in £71959. 
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PRICE CRASH! L 


GRUND 1 G hkam sajjjww «*vi 

ViideoPiut r^l MW 4t-.e« (kSK ""*] 
to Tt'h'tttt vrv.rt BTI Tj 
Mood iv 4 i t nniB f£j 

Was r,-so-4«r VV»i f ,‘VI H Aw* 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FMK OPTWH* 


TOSHIBA 4-Need WWW~UW*» 
wMhfetelfaw Control ■EJSf 

Video PUn and PCC Erl IdQ 

Model V&.-5 IHH fj lla 

Was Li^n Was l ivt yi W*— ' Wi 

a months tNrawsT naomoN* 


CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 

SAVE ™ el 00 


f599i 


Mso zn&Utln Qmwt Twan 6 wr Bane Red ad tare Hue 
priced £RM9 h lafcit Me hum lor debt. 


LEC IHUBBi . 

40 oidt Fridgo **■ aaanrsma 

Large salad bin. BNJI 4 M 

Adjustable thermostat. K]|M flflMlKI 
Model R106. BCiifl I n*«w 

Was £199.99. 


FRIG1DAIRE Bma 

75 cn. ft. Qtest Freezer BfflBB vouau ma 

■ 4-star freezer rating. PI[W JAA 

■ 2 storage baskets. nil] It f lMMofl 
Model FC756. Irvstore IlLU I Ib*J 3 
Price £29959. BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER. 


CANDY 95 cu-ft. Fridge Freezer 

5.7 cu.fi. fridge. 

Model CCM2S/12G. BBtMlfjf ™ 

Was £399.99. VPFI *11 

Indore Price £129.99- lillllfZi 

■urmimruMnnwum 1 111 1 





Model RLH3X. Price 
Ezduding Trade-In £449.99. 

BUY NOW MY 
6 MONTHS LATER 


£32959 
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Hi-Fi v4th 


TumWbl* 


■ itju w»tw IHMS1 pw 


MiVfel N45S 


Was fl'W 9*1 
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CLEANERS 

SAVE ™ £60 ui 


PACKARD BELL 

PI 66MHz MMX 1 - Technology MuhmracBa PC 

■ Intel* 166MHz taittuirriPrixeMor with 

■ SSBS - * CURRYS PRfOt 

■ 2Gb hard drive. 4l 

■ B4peed CD-ROM Mre. _*| U U 

Model 9018. Was £1799. £ III J J 

PRB! OVER £1000 SOFTWARE 
Askfordeulk. 

BUY NOW PAY 9 MOUTHS LATER 


AIWA 

Long Ptay Video witfi 

VMeoPlm and PDC 

■VtdeoPtus and POC for easy and 
reliable programming. 

■ Auto set-up for easy mssflarian. 

■ Shunto dial far picture 
control 

■ long piay increases recording 
time of capes. 

Model HVGX500. 


MATSUI mm 

MkroM-H 

■ Programmable CD. 

■ Supe bass boosL 
Model MCHSSO. 

Was £99.99. 


JVCcdmmm-r 

■ Muldplay- plays 
up to 3 0s, 
m 40 wans (RMS) per 
channel. 

Model DZT. Was £249.99. 


1 Uttre -Compact CD 

■B BM OABnraPMCE 

Bj £6939 


DYSON 

Antarctica Solo Dual 
cydone Upright Cleaner 
in aid of Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer 

Powerful 1300 wan motor. 
Model DCOl 
ANTARCTICA SOLO. 


PRICE CRASH! 


GRUNDIG 21* TV/VIDEO PACKAGE 

2rlUMe«7V ainm INDUCE PBIU 

5ian vistbie screen sbe. WfV *■« 
Model 15573a nnil f < fe |M 

PUIS Long-Play Vfduo |UJ tJJJ 
with VMeoHns Model GV6001. 

Total Separate Selling Price £41958. 

Was Q99. G MONTHS INTEREST BISs 0PTI0II* 


THOMSON 2THKA M Stereo T V MMWM 
5icm visible screen size. cumrsHKE 

Uodd 55UK4& BPB AAA 

Wte £36931 Was 02959. nlllllr/nHoa 
Was £29959. 

BUY NOW PHY G MONTHS LATER 
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PRICE CRASH! 


BT OigM Conte 

Model DIVERSE 1000. 
Was £229.99. 
in-store Price £19959. 





CURRYS PRICE 

f199<e 


CHEDA nasno 50tm 5tot 4n Berttk 

“"w MW cunrspncE 

■ Double mm ■*)■ i>Aa 

■ Solid plate hob. BiWllf'l/Mnn 

Model 49134. wk U3359-IUBSJ 

Was 069.99 BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LKTBI 


LEISURE IMcn 5 ta-o Douhlg MM G 3 l Cooker 
Model 8ANGEMASTER 110. ■■■ OnunmeE 

Was iwr YAr, £1599 P f W Jg JAW 
Delraery d-rect from R 4 |lll^l^UU 

nutuifanurer ImmSIlITw* 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 



? BUY NOW — ., 

PAY 6 ■ J^ sV 

MONTHS | Y, .., i. 
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Doby Pro-logic CD Mini W-H 

■ Muldplay -plays up to 3 CDs 

■ TOO watts (RMS) per tftanneL 
Model NSXAV90. Was £40959. 
Was £43*99. 

Was £489.99. 

CURRYS PRICE 

£39999 


FRIGIDAIRE 

5j 4 cu.ft. Fridge 
■Push button defrost. 

■ CFCfree. 

Model R1S26H. 

Was £19959. 


£12999 



£ 70 i :ii»p 
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FREE PRINTER 

WITH ALL THESE PCs 
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PRICE CRASH! 


SERVIS 

1000 Spin AatowBSfaer 

■ Oukk wash. 

■ Half load option. 

Modd M301W. 

CURRYS PRICE 

£'14999 
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PRICE CRASH! 


PRICE CRASH! 


Stan OnMi Hearie Cooker 


CAMCORDERS 

SAVE o p d00 


SONY 8mm Camcorder with 

2^ Colour Screen and Speaker 

■ 12x optical variable zoom lens. 

■ Remote control. 

CURRYS PRICE 

Was £649.99. ^ A 

HALF PRICE te 1111 

ztsss? £ 333.99 


PI 50MHz Multimedia PC 

■ 150MHz Intel Pentium- - ma—, ...i 

protessof. ®S5T*^? 

■ 16Mb RAM/ Bgffil 

».6Gb hard drive. kJflMKlf I 

Model 9016. 

BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER 


PACKARD BELL QH 

Intel* Pi 50 MHz MuhbnedNi 

PC with 3Uk Modem ctmersemet 

■ 16Mb RAM. Mgl 4 AAA 

■ 2Gb hard drive KffiTul r lflWl A. 

■ G^peed CMOM drive HBI £ 

Model 90O7EN. 

BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER 


PRICE CRASH 

ON SELECTB) SONY CAUCOfiDBSTBS WEEK 


23 ^eSH 1 £ ioo 


wwfswaa 
Wis £42959. 


Lai i.. ii ■'■■I'l-I'.'-.M 

LJ#v| 


WATCH OUT FOR OUR VOUCHER SPECIALS! II 

rrT r T i ,L. i A„ i i---i | ... i .,u-. ' 1..I.. ....I i i ■ m m 1 1 




BUY NOW 
PAY UP TO 
12 

MONTHS 

LATER 


Pay a 20% deposit then nothing to 
■■Seated with the product. Itou can then repay the kwn In 
ft4* interest free, or by monthly Instalments when interest 
will be charged at an APR of 295% from the data of the 
agre em ent. Erample baaed on 13 months Buy How Pay lirtet. 
Onh Price £39959. 20% deposit £8050. Other pay the loan 
anutmt of £31959 within 12 months or 38 monthly pa y m e nts 
by Jrect debit of £T6J4. Tbtel amount payable £68254. 
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AH Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping *nd Sunday opening. Ring 0181-200 0200 for detalb of yota- nerer*** ^ 
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Three get 


news 


blood 

donation 


Jeremy Lau ranee 

Health Edita 1 

New fears about the safety of 
blood were raised, yesterday 
after the National Blood Service 
disclosed that three patients had 
been infected with HIV after 
receiving transfusions during 
hospital treatment 

The patients were infec ted by 
an HTV-positive donor whose 
. contaminated blood escaped 
detection. One ha«t since H^d of 
a condition unrelated to HIV. 
The others have been identified 
and offered counselling and 
support 

It is the first case of HTV in- 
fection m England since screen- 
ing for the virus was introduced 
in 1985. 

All blood donations are test- 
ed but there is a window of 20 
to 30 days after infection before 
the virus can be detected. 

The disdosure is a blow to the 
blood service which has suffered 
repeated shortages and is ur- 
gently seeking new donors. 

Ttvo years ago a batch of 
faulty blood bags resulted in two 
patients contracting septi- 
caemia from infected blood. 
Hospitals use 10,000 units a day 
and demand is rising as more 
v patients undergo surgery. 

“ Angela Robinson, medical 
director of the service, said the 
case was tragic but extremely 
rare, the first in over 30 million 
donations made since 1985, al- 
though there was a similar case 
in Scotland in 1986. “No one 
else is at risk. Patients can be 
reassured that Mood transfusion 
in this country is among the 
safest in the world,” she said. 

A single donation of the in- 
fected blood was made in the 
north-west of England last sum- 
mer and divided into red cells, 
plasma and platelets, which 
wen$ grven- separately to the 
three patients, , . . . 

Because the donor had only 
been recently infected, tire virus 


did not show up in routine 
testing but was still capable of 
being passed on. 

■ The case came to light last 
month after one of the pa- 
tients ^ was found to be HIV-pos- 
itive while undergoing further 
hospital treatment- Doctors 
traced all the blood donations 
the patient had received, and a 
special sensitive test, known as 
a PCR test, which detects the 
presence of antibodies, was 
carried out oh the original sam- 
ple taken from the donor. This 
revealed the presence of the 
vires. AD samples taken from 
donors at the time they give 
blood are kept routmefyfortwo 
years in case such backdated , 
checks have to be made. ! 

Donors are given a ques- 
tionnaire about their lifestyle 
and sexual habits which the ! 
National Blood Service said 
should have e liminat ed any- 
one at risk of carrying the in- 
fection. 

They are told they should j 
□ever give blood if they are a 
man who has had sex with an- 
other man, injected drug or 
worked as a prostitute. They 
should not give blood for a year 
after sex with a prostitute or af- 
ter injecting dregs or for any- 
one of any race who has been 
sexually active in Africa. 

A spokeswoman for the ser- 
vice said that the infected donor 
bad been traced. “Either the 
donor did not know they were 
infected or they lied,” she said. 

Heat treatment is used to 
eliminate viruses, present in 
blood products such as Factor 
V£U for haemophiliacs, but it 
cannot be used on whole blood 
because it would destroy it. 

The spokeswoman said the 
more sensitive test for HIV, 
which is known as polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR), was not 
suitable for screening individual 
donations. She said the service 
had no plans to* review- its 
■procedures.. - 



Lonely road: A single policeman on the M6 yesterday morning, which would normally have been packed but was shut by the IRA’s bomb threats Photograph: Birmingham Post 

Chaos caused by IRA will costs millions 


Jason Bannetto 

and Esther Leach 

The cost of yesterdays chaos 
caused by the IRA bombs and 
alert will ran into many millions 
of pounds in lost business and 
expenses incurred by the emer- 
gency services. 

The two small explosions 
and a series of ERA coded 
warnings effectively severed 
the north of England and Scot- 
land from the south and caused 
disruption for millio ns. 

In a continuation of the IRAs 
tactic of maximum chaos with 
minimum risk, they targeted tire 
key rail and road links in the 
Midlands and north of England. 

Leeds, Doncaster. Crewe, 
and Stoke-on-Trent, were dis- 
rupted, along with two long 
stretches of the M6 - one in 
Staffordshire, the other north of 


Manchester. A series of warn- 
ings was issued at just after 7am, 
forcing the police and emer- 
gency services to evacuate the 
four ritys' train stations, along 
wife businesses and large areas 
of the town centres. 

No-one was injured in the 
small blasts at Leeds and Don- 
caster, bmbyparalysmg the sta- 
tions, the ran network running 
between the north and south 
was effectively disabled. 

Huge queues built up cm the 
M6 and the area was sill busy 
even after the closed sections 
were re-opened a gain around 
l_30pm. But the rah stations re- 
mained shut late into yesterday 
evening - causing havoc to 
both west coast and east coast 
train services. - 

One of the areas worst hit was 
Leeds. The emergency began 
with an uncoded message to the 


city's General Infirmary at 
7.14am. Within minutes, police 
officers were sent to the railway 
station to cany out a search for 
an explosive device. 

But it was at least another 
one-and-a-half horns before 
the station was evacuated, just 
as an explosion was heard. 
There was a loud thud and a paU 
of smoke rose at the west end 
of the station. It happened ei- 
ther in or dose to a cabinet 
housing high voltage electrical 
equipment. 

No injuries were reported, 
but there was large-scale dis- 
ruption to the train services and 
surrounding roads were blocked 
off and carparks dosed strand- 
ing hundreds of cars. 

Buildings, including offices, 
shops and hotels within a quar- 
ter of a mile radius of the sta- 
tion were evacuated. 


By lunchtime the city was be- 
ginning to return to normal, al- 
though the train station re- 
mained dosed. 

Similar problems were ex- 
perienced m the other three 
towns. The second explosion 
took place on a road bridge in 
Doncaster, but again no-one 
was hurt. 

The Freight Transport Asso- 
ciation underlined the eco- 
nomic toll dealt by the terror- 
ists’ blocking industry's arteri- 
al routes, estimating that up to 
40,000 heavy goods vehicles a 
day use the sections of the M6 
closed in the latest alert - cost- 
ing around £12 million an hour. 

On the railways, the FLA said 
that around 100 freight trains 
a day would normally run 
through the Crewe and Don- 
caster areas affected by yester- 
day’s incidents. 






Explosion at a Leeds 
railway station junction 
box. No warning. Station 
evacuated. No injuries. 
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GREAT VALUE 
WEEKEND BREAKS 


THREE NIGHTS FROM £35 per person 


SWnas 

The Thames lodge* - 

ay 

Luton 

Luton Gateway* - 

£90 

WakefteM 

ftwhowe © 

£30 

Hull 

Posthouse © 

£95 

NottingtianVDerby PWtfwiBe « 

BarfMon ftwhous* - 

£95 
£98 - 

Bdtat 

Posthouse a 

£38 

LMdsflMby 

Posthowe - 

£91 

LataMtar 

Posthouse €t 

£93 

•fcardda 

Posthowe - 

£9# 

WuM agism 

■WbD 

Pwthouse - 
The Boundary Hotel- - 

£91 

£98 


3 NIGHTS, 

DINNER, BED & BREAKFAST 


THREE NIGHTS FROM £123 per person 



Choftay 
MRtai Mynci 


THREE NIGHTS FROM £100 per person 


per person, per nr.'h: 

Offer available until 17 May 1997. 
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Lancaster 

Unfauy 




Parthouse 
Posthowe 
Resthome 
Park HaD Hotel* 
Posthowe 
Posthouse 
The W >te Hone 
Posthouse 
Bear of Rodborough 
The Manor Hotel* 
Posthouse 
The Queens 
Posthouse 
Posthowe 
WhatriyHail 
Posthowe 
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ftotWey Court 
The Upper Reaches 
iwoa Posthouse 


S £123 
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Alliance & Leicester Shareholders 


Don’t let the 

taxman get 
a share of 
your shares. 

If you have decided to hold onto your new Alliance & Leicester shares you need to make 
sure the taxman doesn’t get his hands on your money. Unless you take action by 30th May you 
may be subject to tax - you may have to pay tax on the dividends and have a tax bill if you sell 
your shares. 

However there is an easy way to keep your Alliance & Leicester shares and pay no 
tax at all. 

By putting your shares into a Personal Equity Plan with M&G, the UK’s largest general PEP 
provider, you can receive the dividends free of tax and sell your shares whenever you wish tax 
free. 

You can also put other windfall building society or insurance company shares into The M&G 
Windfall PEP. 


So to keep all your shares and not pay a penny in tax, return the coupon or 
call us now on 0990 600 631 . 


To: Tto MAG Group. Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details or U» new MAG Windfall PEP. 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL You should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing. 
The price of investments and the income horn them can go down as well as up. The value to you of tfw tax benefits 
witf depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PERs could change In the future. 
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news 


Affronted Tusa sweeps away the Baroness’s muses 


4 * 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

John Tbsa, the head of the 
Barbican Centre, is to remove 
his predecessor’s garish pride 
and joy -the nine Muses which 
sit above the glazed canopy at 
the Barbican's entrance. 

Mr Tusa’s office overlooks the 
Muses' backsides. And he is un- 
derstood to be so enraged by 
having to view the muds criti- 
cised statues every working day 
that he has ordered their re- 
moval. 

The 8ft tall statues, modelled 
in day, cast in resin and then 
gilded, were commissioned by 
Baroness Detta O’Cathain, 
then chief executive of the Bar- 
bican, in 1993 as part of a £9m 
refurbishment plan. They were 
meant to symbolise the inspi- 
rational qualities of the arts. 

They were designed by the 
lateTheo Crosby fix the design 
consultants Pentagram, and 
sculpted by Bernard Sindall 

When Baroness O’Cathain 
fell out with the City of London 
Corporation, which owns and fi- 
nances the Barbican, Mr Tusa, 
former head of the BBC World 
Service, was appointed to re- 
place her. 

On his appointment he re- 
ceived an open letter from a 
former artistic director of the 
centre Humphrey Burton, ad- 
vising him: “ The first thing you 


should do when yon get there 
is to remove the tatty, gold-plat- 
ed, big-breasted statues repre- 
senting the nine Muses wnicb 
are placed on the canopy out- 
side your window above the en- 
trance. Offer them to the City 
Rifle Gub for Sunday morning 
target practice.” 

In fact he needed no such 
urging. He has long disliked his 
daily visual inspiration. 

When hi$ office was asked 
about his intentions earlier in 
the week it was denied that 
there were any immediate plans 
to remove the Muses. Howev- 
er, yesterday a Barbican spokes- 
woman said they would indeed 
be going. 

She said: "The nine muses 
were a genuine attempt as part 
of the Pentagram refurbish- 
ment project to create a 
warmer, more inviting entrance 
to the Centre. However, there 
is an overwhelming consensus 
that the Muses have not suc- 
ceeded in their objective of 
creating a set of symbols that 
sura up the spirit of what we and 
our artistic partners are doing 
here. We have therefore de- 
cided to remove them.’' 

It is understood the muses 
will be dismantled within the 
next week, and placed in the 
Gy of London Corporation 
stores as disposable assets. The 
corporation refused to make 
any official comment. 



Last days: The muses posing above the entrance to the Barbican Centre in the City of London, where they have offended John Tusa 


Photograph: Mykel Nfcolaou 












Halifax have a wide range of flexible mongages for First Time 
Buyers. For example, there’s the East - Stan First Mortgage, which gives 
von a 3% discount (currently 4.25% 7.3% APR) for the important 
first two years' and comes with a free valuation of up to £405! 

.41 tentatively, if you want to plan ahead with certainty, we can offer 


a choice of fixed rates running for two, three or five years. Our First 
Time Buyer fixed rates start from as low as 5.49% 5.8% APR. 

To help you into your new home, call into your local Halifax 
branch and make an appointment with a Halifax Home Arranger, or 
phone us free on 0800 10 1110 for an information pack. 
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Cut-price 

ecstasy 

flooding 

market 


Jason Bermetto . 

Crime Correspondent 

A cut-price version of ecstasy is 
among three new drugs to have 
hit the festival and dance mar- 
kets causing concern that 
grea termini bers of young peo- 
ple will be tempted to experi- 
ment with illegal substances. 

The new dreg, known as 
2CB, costs as little as £3 for a 
foor-bour “trip” - a quarter of 
the price of ecstasy. Drug work- 
ers have also reported an influx; 
of “bh'ss" and DMT or “busi- 
nessman's lunch". 

2CB will be of greatest con- 
cern because of its low cost and 
the fact that drug users are tak- 
ing it as an alternative or addi- 
tional stimulant to ecstasy. The 
use of the latter has caused great 
controversy following a small 
number of high-profile deaths, 
such as that of Leah Betts, who 
died in 1995 after taking it at her 
18th birthday. Although its pop- 
ularity has waned m the past few 
years, up to 500.000 doses are 
still consumed every weekend. 

2CB, also known as “nexus”, 
“spectrum” or “bromo”, is re- 
lated to ecstasy and is becom- 
ing increasingly popular at 
festivals and outdoor raves. 
Costing £3 or £4 the hallucino- 
gen, which is usually a white or 
pink tablet, heightens the user's 
visual imagery, body awareness 
and tactile sensitivity. It is of- 
ten sold at raves in “party 
packs” with a ecstasy tablet Tak- 
en half an hour after the ecsta- 
sy the 2CB rives extra 
hallucinogenic effects. 


The side-effects of this new 
dreg are unknown but there are 
fears of could long-term psy- 
chological damage. It is believed 
to be made in Britain, although 
most of it is almost certainly 
brought over from Europe. 

Gary Woolvett, drugs work- 
er for tiie national drug and le- 
gal help line Release, said; “We 
have seen a gradual increase in 
the use of 2CB ... particularly 
at festivals and outside events 
rather t h an in dubs." 

Another newcomer on the 
drugs market is the ultra-strong «[ 
DMT, which stands for di- 
methyitriptaminc. It is a natu- 
rally occurring component of 
several plants found in the West 
Indies and South America, and 
has been used in snuff by South 
American Indians for centuries. 

The modern DMT is chem- 
ically manufactured and costs 
£15 for a wrap. The powder is 
usually smoked with tobacco 
and has an immediate effect, in- 
creasing the heart rate and 
blood pressure. The powerful 
hallucinogenic effects last for 
about 30 minutes - hence its 
street name “businessman's 
lunch”. The side effects in- 
clude anxiety, panic and psy- 
chological problems. 

The third substance is hliss.£ 
a form of the hailudnogenic 
LSD. It costs about £3 for a tab, 
which is usually impregnated on 
blotting paper, and the effects 
last for four to eight hours. Drug 
agendes have noted its avail- 
ability in Brighton and Bristol 
in the past six months. The side- 
effects are unknown. 


Shops deny BSE 
profiteering 


Qenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent 

A row. broke out yesterday as 
formers claimed that they had 
seen the price of beef drop 
sharply since the BSE crisis, 
while supermarkets and butch- 
ers were keeping prices high. 

But retailers immediately de- 
nied this, saying that their prof- 
it margins had been hit hard and 
that prices had come down to 
attract customers who had been 
made wary of beet 

Jim V&tsan. past president of 
the livestock Auctioneers' As- 
sociation and chairman of Mid- 
land Marts, said that the 
average price farmers could 
sell carcasses for had dropped 
from £1 a kilo last March before 
the BSE crisis, to 70-75p now. 
For a live animal, whose aver- 
age weight was 600 kilos the av- 
erage market price per kilo 
was now 90p compared to £1,20 
IS months ago. 

“It is not a level playing field 
and fanners are malting very, 


very substantial losses," said Mr 
Watson. “Supermarkets and 
butchers' shops have stayed at 
the same prices thev were 
charging eighteen months ago. f* 
Prices in the shops have not 
gone down anything like they 
have come down in the market. 

If the farmers want to stay in 
business they have to go on pro- 
ducing meat for a good return 
They don’t like to see their an- 
imals losing money while some- 
one is making a lot of profit.” 

But Duncan Sinclair, eco- 
nomics policy analyst at the 
Meat and Livestock Commis- 

aon, said; “Retail prices in terms 

of changing are slower to chans* 
than producer prices. Th^ don't 
move up and down so much.” 

And a spokeswoman for 
Sainsbury's said the super- 
market was not making any 
more profit on beef: “Since 
BSE we can’t use as much of 
the cow under the new rules 

and so because we can use less 

of it we are paying less ... we 
are not making any extra 
profit.” 
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ADVENT 

150 MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR. 

16Mb EDO RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 

Eight speed CD-ROM. 16 Bit 3D soundcard 
and speakers. Over £350 worth of 
software 1, including Windows '95 and Works. 
EXCLUSIVE'* 

MODEL Advent 81 SO. 


BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS 
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166MHz Pentium Processor 

16Mb RAM 2.50b hard disk. 
2Wlb 3D Graphics. Egrt speed 
multimedia. 2&8Kbps data/fax 
modern. Includes Windows '95. 

free 12 months un&nfted 
tatofnek access*. Was € 1 799. 
MOOBj Apocol MS5AO P166 MMX". 
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Pension 
change 
drives 
out head 
teachers 



judHhJudd 

Education Editor 


Street drama: A dying foal knocked down by a car In Bishop Auckland vainly struggling to got to its legs as children and a police officer look on, pow e rless fo help 


Phot)ographs:Nigel Whitfield; Northern Echo 


Urban curse of the four-legged friend 


An unprecedented exodus of 
headteachers has been tn£- 
cered by the Governments 
changes to teachers* pension 
arrangements. Vacancies tor 
heads are at record levels - up 
almost a third on the same 
time last year - and advertise- 
ments for primary heads are up 
by more than a half. , 
Under the new pension rules, 
to be introduced in September, 
the main responsibility for pen- 
- — will he shifted 


me ubuu i«puu*o<“v "e j 
sion payments will be shit tea 
from the Treasury to hard- 


Michael Streeter 


For many residents they are a 
dangerous nuisance, for the own- 
ers a way of life. The growing 
problem of urban horses and 
ponies is the symbol of a culture 
clash between expanding popu- 
lations and the dean? of many to 
keep in touch with rural tradi- 
tions. 

Nowhere is this clash 
stronger than in Bishop Auck- 
land, Co Durham, where in re- 
cent weeks two horses have 
been killed or had to be put 
down after collisions with cars. 

Eighteen months ago an 
eight-week old baby was bitten 
by a horse which forced its way 
through a garden fence, and 
there are numerous stories of 
the animals roaming through 
private gardens, along busy by- 
passes and even being raced up 
high streets. 

The problem is now so seri- 


ous that Wear Valley district 
council is studying new legisla- 
tion passed in Dublin, where the 
phenomenon of urban ponies 
was featured in the film The 
Commitments. 

Councillor Sonny Doulh- 
waite, who is trying to find a so- 
lution, fears more injuries. “Tm 
angry about the loose horses on 
the road, which are an accident 
waiting to happen. It's an ever- 
growing problem.’' Like many, 
he recognises the cultural his- 
tory of people owning horses 
while Irving in homes with tit- 
tle or no land. Some inherited 
the tradition as “residential" 
travellers, while others simply 
see it as a pastime." 

For some people it's a hob- 
by, like I keep racing pigeons," 
said Mr Doutbwaite. “In the 
past I’ve even seen horse's 
heads sticking out of bedroom 
windows." 

Now the horses - perhaps 


more than fifty in the area - can 
be seen grazing on football 
pitches, scraps of land and in ar- 
eas in the middle of busy resi- 
dential housing estates. 

Melanie Atkinson recalled 
how her son Dexter, then eight 
weeks old, was bitten on the 
hand when a pony tied to her 
garden fence outside broke 


wanted not to complain about 
the incident in a town were 
some of the owners are feared. 


Inspector Edgar, of the local po- 
lice, agreed that to try to find 


lice, agreed that to try to find 
some owners was like “finding 
needles in a haystack. We are 
seeing more and more horses on 
the road and with more traffic 
the likelihood of serious or fa- 


6 Nothing will be done until 
someone gets killed in an accident? 


through. “My daughter looked 
out and said, 'the baby dead. 
She had seen hand In the 
horse's mouth.” Ms Atkinson 
added: “I was petrified and I am 
now terrified of horses. The po- 
lice came but said they could do 
nothing, as they could not trace 
the owner.” She was also 


*** 
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PANASONIC UF-S1 FAX, TELEPHONE 
& ANSWER MACHINE pMsmu tin 

• 25 number memory store 

•Last number redial 

•Fax/phone switch 

• Mercury compatible 




235.00 
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LEATHER-FACED CHAIR fo^se^m 

• Folly upholstered leather arm* Well 
proportioned panelled back and seat •Manual 
screw thread seal height adjustment mid US 
mechanism w Fnm star base • Tiro way easy gS 
castors •Motinml assembly, no toots repaired • CMMFT««« 

• 2 year guarantee • Black in colour • Made in UK 
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SHARP FW560 WORD PROCESSOR 

<a mem-27*) 
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X 5 line LCD • Built-in tin* drive m Mafl merge 
amt Auto save m 12cps typing speed 

• 12 months on-site warranty 


A4 PVC RING BINDER 

(Code 03*414) 

• 2-ring binder • Extra long insert 
on spine tor vital Information 

• Meat tor filing loose paper 

• Available in assorted colours 


| 219.00 
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O’SULLIVAN MULTI-MEDIA CART 

(Code 300^53) 

• W798x 11602x01528 •Norwegian Aider 


Dual wired castors m Pull-out keyboard shed 


i CD storage rack 
t Horizontal or tower CPU storage 
t Easy mobility 
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> Easy sett assembly 



SASCO FUP CHART EASEL (C**M2-w) 

• 3 Independent telescopic legs •Screw tightened 
tor height adjustment • Dry wipe board 900 x 600mm 
wiBt piastic edging • Screw fit damp for easy pad 
change • Buffi In pert tray •Max height wttb legs at 
toll extension is 1.7m 
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ORDER DIREC 
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FREEFAX 0800 24 5000 ANYTIME I FREE DELIVERY' 
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solution is to create a designated 
horse impound, on the model 
of a car impound and charge 
owners £100 or more to re- 
trieve their animats. Another 
is to find authority land where 
the horses, normally kept as 
pets, can be safely tethered. 
However, this approach has al- 


ironi urc 

pressed local authorities. 

Ministers origiriaUy proposed 

to bring in the changes From 
April but backed down under 
... fhhh foai-tu-ps’ unions. 


April l*Ul LULUtu W— «. 

pressure from teachers’ unions. 
Critics warned that the post- 
ponement would mean even 
mare teachers flocked to re- 
tirement. The resignation crisis 
is most noticeable among pri- 
mary heads. 

David Hurt, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said the new 
rtovernment would need im- 
mediately to tackle the problem. 
l. nor- 


■ cwrtciJs 


ready foundered in St Helen 
Auckland, where residents ob- 


taJ accidents is increasing." 

One problem is that current 
laws, including the 1980 High- 
way Act, are inadequate in 
dealing with the impounding of 
loose horses. Local authorities 
employ a horse catcher but of- 
ten by the time he arrives the 
horses have gone. A mooted 


jected to having the potties im- 
posed on them. 

Some animal-welfare experts 
believe the growth in horse 
numbers comes from the de- 
cline in European markets for 
UK horse meat, to which some 
animals were sent, because of 
the BSE scare. There is also 
concern over Di-treatment of 
horses after an incident in which 
an owner kicked and dragged a 
dying pony after a car hit it. 

Martin Taggart, director of 
welfare of the British Horse So- 
ciety, believes the key is to en- 
sure owners respect their 
animals. “This is a fester over 
the whole North-east area and 
is something we take extreme- 
ly seriously. We want to en- 
courage responsible horse 
ownership.” Karl Metcalfe, 
whose father keeps horses, said 
the answer was to keep them as 
they (fid on rented farmland and 


cavafrws -of foosJ horses 
motorists -by 
craSWrig'^througu; wlnd- 
scraer® or charging, Wo tDd- 


keep proper control. “They 
don't need to be on the streets." 
Another resident summed up 
their fears: “Nothing will be 
done untQ someone gets killed 
in an accident." 


' The measoros . being ex- 
amfaticLby foc&autiTontfas 
irtthe fsfertn-detst ofEngland, 
mdudeedraputeofy^^ 
end registration and ml- 
. croc hi p taaoina. . 

Own^wflbetdTargaiibr 
impounded horsireandweiv 
dennaponies seized a num- 
ber orfimes may. be sold er 
pul dewn. A key change will 
tebaB^cffflraitmderie. 
. from buying or owning hors- 

^Though efty horses evoke 
Images of devil-may-care 
adofoscents and quirky 
ecerie^ of ple-bald nags 
^a^^onlront lawns such 
esste^Vin 77ie Commitments 
ari<r th£r children's film ad- 
,y Mfest.thew 
less comical 

* r TEtoafr “loose horses" 
• W ffMP- on- rhain Dublin 
roedsAtea ^regida-fealwe on 
trkffid'OTfietina. The city’s - 
horse population has been 


estimated at close to 5.000. 

' Theneed torJhe new laws 
-was driven tjy-pubfic anger 
at a series of hcmrifickidctertte 
in rwtertyeari Sbvetaf road 
aodtfertfs were caused by 
coflisfons, often si night, in- 
. vohring unattended animals. 
• Thursday saw the latest in 
a series of frighierfing acd- 
dehts carised by ponies run- 
rrfng Jnto .fodctors when a 
chad^sufifered serious lrv 


•Tt is the culmination of per- 
sistent attacks on the teaching 


20 yards by a horse m Clan- 
d«Jkin In sputh;west Dublin. 

Previous incidents have 
seen toddlers being kicked 
In the face. - 

'• The new laws were 
passed by. file Daa in the New 
Year and will be enacted in 
the coming weeks. They will 
apply to urban centres rather 
than rural areas, so stud 
farms ad working farm hors- 
es will not be.affected. 

Despite the dampdovvn, 
some claim benefits in dty 
children leammg about Irors- 
es and In Dublin, experi- 
ments- with stables in 
workfog-dass areas have of* 
fared an alternative to the 
chaos of wandering ponies. 


Alan Murdoch 


profession. Heads don t feel 
thevget the recognition lhc>; dc- 
serve." he said. " rhe politicians 
arc tallting about how to im- 
prove teachers' status hj- means 
other than pay and conditions 
but it is improved pay and con- 
ditions that will slop the exodus- 
of heads." 

Yesterday's Times Li/uca- 
tionnl Sitpplrtnc/ii. the tochers’ 
trade paper, contained adver- 
tisements for 175 primary 
heads. Last week the figure 
was 16S. The total for the same 
two weeks last year was l‘ w . 

Mr Hart said the number of 
acting heads was at an all-time 
record because schools cannot 
find suitable candidates for 
headships. 

A spokesman for the Local 
Government Management 
Board, the teachers' employers 
organisation, said“Schv'ols nave 
to do a balancing act between 
getting another classroom, 
teacher, paying the head more 
and buying more books." 
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for gang 





tourist 


Seven teenagers who gang- 
raped an Austrian tourist before 
hurling her naked into a canal 
to swim for her life were sen- 
tenced to a total of 77 years’ de- 
tention at the Old Bailey 
yesterday. ‘ 

The Recorder of London, Sir 
Lawrence Vemey-QC, sen- 
tenced five teenagers to 11 
years, one to . 10 years and an- 
other to 12 yeah. -■• 

None oftbeboys showed any 
emotion as the sentence was 
passed, but there were sob® 
from the politic gallery which 
was packed with members of 
their families. 


tenced later once" reports on him 
are completed. 

The .judge told the gang: . 
“This case of rape is as hom- 1 
tying and revolting as any could 
be.” 

- The court heard how the , 
gang was aged between 14 and 
17 when they “violently and re- 
peatedly” raped the 32-year-old 
tourist, a mother of two who 
cannot beiiamed forlegal rea- 
sons, while she was on holiday 

in Londoai 

She was kicked, punched, 
and subjected to a multiple; 
rape ordeal and other ^sexual . 
mdignities” during an hour- 
-long ordeal after going for a. 
midnigh t stroll from her- hotel 
in King’s Cross. 

- Seven of the eight pleaded 
guilty to rape. Allan Agum, 

. the smallest of the gang at just 
4ft -llin, denied the charge, 
but was convicted last week by 
an Old Bailey jury. 

The victim was not in court, 
but her husband sat in the pub- 
licgaDery. 

Despite showing no emo- 
tion during the sentencing, it 
emerged later that the youths 
broke down in tears after being 
taken down to the cells. 

Passing- sehtenoe. Sir 
Lawrence said; of the case: "It 


Walk into terror The gang's 
tourist victim 

■ jV The judge lifted an order ban- 

ningidentifkationoffourofthe 

teenagers, but retained it in re- 
lation to three of them. 

Those who can now be 
named arc Klipino-borobrom- 
ere Eduardo Agum, 16, and 
Allan Agum, 15, of P 3 ?*?? 

Square, Hackney, eaaLm^u; 
Cesar Cardenas. 15, of 
thy Square. Elm Street, gerk- 
errwell and Nicholas Mavndes, 
16, of Rowstock Gardens. Cam- 
den, north London. 

An eighth memb^ofthe 
eanc - the 14-year-old rmg- 

kader” who is 6ft 
nofbefore the court today^ 
boy; who is one of those who 
cannot be named, is to be sen- 


exceptional wic&eaaess, wnicu 

merit exceptional sentences 
that combine punishment with 
a dear warning to any others 
who may contemplate s imila r 
conduct-” 

The judge Continued: JYou 
showed no mercy to thpvictim; 
your phj^cal mamrityilpiwWed 
you ' to inflict suffcaring 
upon her, but the coords oblig- 
ed to take acootufl: of ages 
and does so in fixing^htSen- 
tences in this insmnce.’^Vi, 

Sir Lawrence then, added: 

“Because one of jftw i^iSested 
the charge, the ccwrtfcas head 
the victim gave evidence and 
describe her appalling expert- ■ 

“No-one who has listened to 

her account is ever likely to for- 


DIRECT LINE 


imstant access account 


• 6 * 10 % 

Small space. 
Big savings rate, 


GROSS. 


— aaimcm Anwwi 
~ /.-^V9V ■— ' 

tw ,ooo-c2i2!2 -5^ 

rMMmwt ) 

/«flooo-m.W9 ■ BBBBB 

• ’iwojm* - 1 . 

■ .. ■ , , „ rMf 

■sMfMILkuail 


3HRECTUM 


LONDON! 


rrvTU-** w 337 '™^ 




MdW«) 

raClND64 


UnlHMMpk, 










'i 1 ■■***: 

v 


Astronomers 
run rings 
round Saturn 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

This is how the the sky might look from 
within one of Saturn's most unusual rings, 
the sixth and outermost “F-ring". 

Astronomers, at Queen Maiv & Westfield 
College in London have analysed data from 
the J'bWKfT spacecraft and found that the F- 
ring consists of not one, but four interwoven 
strands of dust ami ice. It also exhibits 
strange phenomena, such as “kinks" in the 
tidy lines, as well as clumps and braids - 
unlike the other rings. 

The scientists now reckon that the F-ring . 
is kept together by an unknown number of 
“shepherding moons" about a kilometre in 
diameter which orbit near and evtm within 
it. Otherwise, the ring would be broken up 
bv the intrusion of the moon Prometheus - 
whose elliptical orbit brings it into the ring 
every 19 years, causing huge disruption. It is 
believed the small moons cause the “kinks''. 

Astronomers remain perplexed by the F- 
ring, because it is also the thickest. One of 
the main purposes of the Cassini eraft. lo be 
launched this October, will be to unravel 
more of its secrets. Kevin Bcurlc of QMW 
said: “It’s incredibly complex, sir we want to 
know more. It really is very strange." 


PROTECT CHILDREN: DON’T MAKE 
THEM BREATHE YOUR SMOKE 


Chief Medical Officers' Warning 
1 m 2 Tar 0.1 ms Nicotine 










+ 


in 


satthday k» apkil isw 



Let MPs vote 
on Euro job 
laws, Major 
urges Blair 


PM’s challenge assumes a Labour election win 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


John Major yesterday chal- 
lenged Tbny Blair to put the 
European Social Chapter 
through the British Parlia- 
ment. if Labour wins the elec- 
tion on 1 May. The challenge 
was curious because it sug- 
gested a belief that Mr Blair 
could well become Prime 
Minister. 

But, most significantly, Mr 
Major was also urging the 
Labour leader to do something 
the Conservatives have never 
done themselves; retaining the 
sovereignly of the Westminster 
Parliament over European 
legislation. 

Under the treaties of the 
European Union, European 
law is mainly initiated by the 
Brussels machinery, and once 
it is sanctioned by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, it becomes 
supreme law - even to the 
point of over-riding existing 
Westminster statute. 

The Conservative leader 
told his daily election press 
conference yesterday that the 
danger of the European Social 
Chapter favoured by Labour 
was that it would import high 
European unemployment into 
Britain, and that once Mr 
Blair had signed up to it, it 
would then be locked in for 
good. 

Issuing his challenge to Mr 
Blair, the Prime Minister then 
added: “If he thinks it is right 
to go down the route of the So- 
cial Chapter and the Employ- 
ment Chapter, and all tins 
nonsense he talks about, which 
will damage our prosperity 
and our jobs, I make this chal- 
lenge - Put it through the 
British Parliament if you are to 
win the general election. 

“The British people can 


then repeal ft, so the British na- 
tion can then decide whether 
it's right, and if it fails the 
British Parliament can then 
repeal it. 

“Put it through Europe, 
where it will not have proper 
debate, where it will have 
damaging effects on British in- 
terests, and it could not be 
repealed. 


Thatcher's ‘no’ vote 


Baroness Thatcher ig- •*% 
noted John Major’s ap- \ . 
peals for the Tory partyta 
rally round the Govern- 
moot on the -euro. V. . 

When asked on a visit V' 
to an electronics company 
Iri Maldbn, Essex; whether 
Britain should join a single 
currency, therecametoe 
vintage T h atc he r PBh : j. - 
sporise: 'Tfrrvehted - 

answer - No. No, Na , 

"It Is Bike 1 .have beeri 
saying to the candidates, 
are you trying tri become , 
afraKnberofPariiamerTt:; 
f only to hand over tte~ f 
powers of Parliament to 
Bnresete*ajtor»-elec^^/> 

; bureaucracy? ^ There te : 
now nearly a single cuf- 
[ reriey ... 'th&drtfa£tFs. V; 
not a single currency, its 
a coranK»t currency.® yi 


“For what credible reason 
will he not put these vital mea- 
sures through the British Par- 
liament? If he believes in them, 
I believe that is what he should 
do, and l challenge him to say 
why he will not do iL” 

Mr Major was asked by 77ie 
Independent why he had not 
put European legislation 
through the British Parlia- 
ment in the same way, but he 
did not reply. 

In fact, Mr Major’s govern- 


ment has even been criticised 
by the all-party Commons 
Committee on European Leg- 
islation for allowing law to be 
pushed through the Brussels 
machine - with the blessing of 
Mr Major’s ministerial col- 
leagues - without MPs being 
provided with up-to-date 
drafts in English. 

Mr Major said on BBC tele- 
vision Question Time on Thurs- 
day night that the Social 
Chapter “hasn’t got much in It 
at the moment quite frankly.” 

But he warned: “It would 
open up the possibility of all 
sorts of elements of the Eu- 
ropean social model being leg- 
islated for in Britain by 
Qualified Majority Vote, but 
imposed upon British busi- 
ness, adding to their costs and 
costing us British jobs." 

Opening the press confer- 
ence, Mr Major - for the third 
day running - put Europe at 
the top of his agenda, sug- 
gesting that the Conservative 
campaign considers there are 
net electoral gains to be made 
from the issue. 

In a statement, Mr Major 
warned that European and 
British trade unionists were 
proposing to use European 
law to give power back to the 
unions “through Labour’s sell- 
out" to Europe. 

“If Labour won, the British 
government would have to ne- 
gotiate every new employment 
law with the European trades 
unions. 

“And British companies - 
perhaps as small as SO em- 
ployees - would have to agree 
how they ran their business 
with a union representative on 
their new works council. 

“It might not be beer and 
sandwiches. More like beer 
and baguettes. But the danger 
would be just as great" 



Cheers: The Prime Minister raises his glass during a visit to the new Bolton Wanderers soccer stadium yesterday Photograph: Russell Boyce 


Settling immortality’s accounts 


Peter Popham 


As they sift the relics of the last years 
of the 20th centm$ archaeologists 
will be bewildered by the number of 
plaques, stones, memorials and 
markers bearing the name John Ma- 
jor and dated in April 1997. 

On Wednesday be and Lady Thatcher 
unveiled a plaque on a building com- 
pleted long ago. Yesterday Mr Major 
laid a stone in the wall of a stadium 
is months away from getting a root 
and as yet unnamed. 

Like yesterday’s sudden eruption of 
ennoblement, this flurry of setting 
and unveiling and commemorating is 
an understandable impulse, a final 
fling at the levers of power and im- 
mortality while they are still within 
his reach. The only plausible explana- 
tion for the Prime Minister's persis- 
tently sonny demeanour during the 


campaign is that he is already demob 
happy. In this mood he ranges the 
country, leaving his mark of owner- 
ship on every lamp post. For the one 
unchallengeable advantage the Tories 
have over Labour is that they have 
been in power for 18 years. Whatever 
has been done, has been done under 

The nameless stadium, provisionally, 
known as “Reebok”, will be the new 
home for Bolton Wanderers, the 
phoenix of Northern footbalL Estab- 
lished in 1874 and a founding mem- 
ber of the Football League, it spent 
years in the doldrums bat has bound- 
ed back tins year. Completion of the 
stadhun later this year will clinch a 
glorious spell for the club, whatever 
they decide to call h. Everything Mr 
Major goes near these days is the 
biggest, the best the most something 
or other in Europe. “Reebok” is 


boasted to be Europe's most expen- 
sive new football stadium. It will not, 
however; bankrupt the club, because 
it is lavishly set about with retail 
units, leisure facilities, a multiplex 
cfaema, housing and even factories. 
Four miles out of Bolton's original 
centre, it is the snake sloughing its 
Victorian skin and starting over. Fans 
oT the Th> tiers, as the dub is known, 
come ont and sit on batches here just 
to watch the stadium being built. 

It’s a relief and a surprise to find a 
new Tory structure that is not dotted 
with weathercocks and finished to 
look like a child-size Ifador manor 
house. “Reebok” Is a heroic structure, 
with massive steel Blasts and curving 
roof members and no discernible ref- 
erence to any period earlier than the 
20th century In its present-state it 
looks like a giant game of cat’s cra- 
dle. But of course if s not realty a 


Tory structure at all, having been de- 
veloped by an alliance of the football 
dab and the Labour-controlled coun- 
cil with a developer. So MR Major's 
hijacking of it was a cheek, though 
one connived at by the club itself. 

As photo opportunities go, it was par- 
ticularly futile, as Mr Mayur could ‘ 
not even bring himself to kick a balk- 
let alone engage in a bout of heading - 
with the legendary Nat Lofthousc, 
Bolton's president and still the club's 
highest goal-scorer, the man who 
sealed the 1953 FA Cup victoiy by 
shoving the Manchester United goal- 
keeper over the line tor so it was al- 
leged). Tony Blair's brilliant career u* 
the popularity ratings, reporters re- -| 
called, can be dated to his heading 
bout with Kevin Keegan. Might not 
Mr Mqjor have pulled off a similar 1 
coup? Possibly, but he wasn't going to 
chance it. 


Tories take cash bait from millionaire foe of EMU 


Christian Wolmar 


Paul Sykes, the multi-millionaire 
who is funding Tory candidates 
opposed to the single currency, 
predicted yesterday that all but 
around 30 of those eligible will 
take up his offer of support. 

Mr Sykes is giving between 
£1,000 and £3,000 to the con- 
stituency associations of MPs 
who say they are opposed to a 
single currency in their election 
addresses. 

He is only giving monev to 
the associations of the 344 seats 
where Tories won last time and 
he says that by last n^fat 230 had 
accepted his offer. “With 
around 80 ministers who have 
to . follow the party line, that 
leaves fewer than 30 MPs and 


Sykes predicts most candidates will accept his aid to stop march of federalism 


candidates who agree with the 
wait and see policy," he said. “I 
am doing this out of love for my 
countrymen. I think ordinary 
people are having a rotten 
deal." 

The miner's son from Barns- 
ley who made a fortune in var- 
ious businesses, including 
selling second hand buses, prop- 
erty and now information tech- 
nology, regrets having stood 
down as Conservative candidate 
in the town over concerns that 
he would divided the party on 
Europe. 

He said: “It is clear that 
nearly all MPs agree with me 
that we should rule out a single 


currency and rule it out now. It 
is a project being pushed for- 
ward by bureaucrats and tech- 
nocrats, and politicians are just 
being dragged along. 

Mr Sykes is a self-made man 
who in his youth was a social- 
ist but he became disillusioned 
by the culture created tty de- 
pendency on the state: “My 
mother saved up to get a new 
door and fireplace on her coun- 
cil house. But when the local 
councillor. Comrade so-and- 
so, saw the door, the council 
made her take it off because ft 
was different from the others. 
They let her keep the fireplace, 
though." 


He left school at 15 and took pie they are meeting out there own currency. Commons sense 
a job as a bottle packer but andth^lomwordinaiypeople tells you that it will ultimately 
found that he wasn't allowed to do not want a federal Europe, become a single country.” 
work overtime because of union All debate is being stifled. He is not, however, an.ti-Eu- 
rules. This led him to cross the Maastricht was a rotten deal" rope: “Germany is one of the 
political divide. Despite being a business-- biggest investors here. I want 

His first business was selling man in a sphere which is inter- free trade, . not a federal Eu- 
old buses to Third World coun- national, Mr Sykes has rope.” 
tries and he became a milli on- absolutely no truck with tbear- Mr Sykes, who retains his 
aire by the age of 24. He is now guments in favour of a single strong Yorkshire accent and a 
53 and worth “at least three fig- currency. “The single currency typicafly blunt view of the world, 
ures" of millions. is not just about going abroad - lives in a 17rh-centuiy manor 

Mr Sykes says his gesture in without having to change mon- house in North Yorkshire with 
supporting candidates is to help ey. It's about creating a feder- his wife and the two youngest 
stimulate debate in the party, al Europe. Chancellor Kohl is of his children. He says he will 
and not to try to buy favours: quite straight about that. There not pass on any of his wealth to 
“They haven't changed their is no example in the world them: “I am not going to leave 
stance because of my money, where you have a sovereign them any money. I don't want 
They know the feeling of peo- country which doesn’t have its - . to ruin their lives." 



THE CAMPAIGN 


While John Major returned, for the third 
consecutive day, to Europe, Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats preferred to concentrate 

on law and o rder; one of the issues that 
many voters say they are very concerned 

about 

At ^ first press conference of the day. 

Alan Betth, the Liberal Democrats’ home - . 
snare spokesman, proposed measures to 
oomtet juvenile crime. The package Included 
developing schemes to identity disruptive 
children at an early stage, a national truancy 
watch scheme, and the establishment of a 
voluntary citizen's service tor young peopfe:- 
provlding up to two years' community 
service. 

Jack Straw, Labour’s spokesman, 
proposed swift action to reform the Crown 

Prosecution Service, with an Independent 
review of -structures, policies and procedures 
to be completed within a year of the party . 
taking office. 

Labour Is proposing a chief crown 
prosecutor, a sort of US-Styte efistriqt 

attorney, for each police force area in the 
country, to help reverse “the steady decline 
in the number of convictions since the 
1980a". But Michael Howard said 'Hack. Straw 
Clearly doe3 not understand the changes wq ■ 
have already made to de-centralise the CPS", 
aiding that only the Conservatives would . 
take the tough measures needed on crime- 


S GUIDE £) 


KEY ARGUMENTS 


Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, again attacked the Liberal 
Democrats’ tax-and-spend policies - a 
reflection of the frustration Labour Is 
feeling with the “chattering class” 
perception that Paddy Ashdown and 
his party represent a new radicalism. 
He also said that yesterday’s 
Conservative advert depleting Tony 
Blair as a puppet on Chancellor KbhPs 
knee was an act of “desperation”. 

The Liberal Democrats supported 
the idea of tactical voting to tty and out 
the Conservatives, with campaign 
manager Lord Holme saying; "We as 
Liberal Democrats always had the 
quandary of the British voting system, 
and within these constraints we want 
people to cast an effective vote. There 
is no doubt for maiy people in many 
constituencies their overriding wish is 
to get rid of this shambofic 
government* 

John Major's argument on Europe 
was an echo of Margaret Thatcher's 
famous Bruges speech from the late 
1980s. She said she had not rolled 
bade the frontiers of the state, to have 
socialism return through the bade door 
of Brussels; Mr Major said the trades 
unions were poised to use Europe as a 
route to return to their aid ways. 


HOG WASH 



‘itohn Major is the man who has actuatiy got the 
wvy of the European Union ... thtegw has 

IBS - 

llitll Slpff^ 


(Last week, Paddy Ashdown 
.said he tooked forward to • 
I being able to declare *wa 
ae a grarktiaiher” jh -the hear- • , : > 
future. Yesterday he dpd so. ejrhe V 
mKteptetns to,vfeIt-his- hew V 
grandson, who. was bom port 
TTtareday-in'But^indy. Aslktow is ' : 
. .going to France today r and reGshdd 
■jeutf) a good reason to be'abfe td-l . : 
‘st^ offtbe cantoaighir^- , 1:wtiL .•>' 
be scafapering^ff tiwe.as^tas i • 
can, a 
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ONE TO REMEMBER 


Thursday's I 
Questioner Pet,' 
she needed a Ha»rtl 
’ toy doctor camiot contract! 

hc^pltalwhich l . 

7 OorrellTecoiriniaMe^^^ 
; register with a 1 
vestordav i 
.only speaking up foftj 
' Vftft Mrs Whittaker f 
^de^BtoVraadcWr 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


The Green Party declared a 
campaign of direct action against 
| the BBC -after a leaked memo 
showed programme makers had 
been ordered to give it minimal coverage. 
Spokesman Peter Barnett said the BBC 
saw the Greens as a party for "woolly 
hats, sandals and beards." Meanwhile 




anti-radst groups condemned the BB( 
approving a BNP party election broad 
which advocates the repatriation of no 
whites, and capital punishment. Lee 
Jasper, of the National Black Affiance i 
Taxpayers' money Is going to be used 
[^source a race hate campaign agafns 
black British citizens.'’ 


MEDIA STAR 


l4year-oW "Tory Boy" Thomas Goodbead launched headlong into the world § 
of poetics yesterday morning, phoning the BBC Radio 4’s Election Call ' ‘ 

programme to berate John Prescott He accused Labour of abandoning its 
principles to get votes. Although a descendant of Aneurin Bevan, he added 
that his aim was to go "right to the top" of the Tory party, emulating the 
success of William Hague who spoke as a teenager at a party conference. 



... — mmmmm 

Gamtany featured protiftenflyii 
thanks to a Conservative advqrteeme 
SSSSfm 1 ? * mtroffin 8 avehtrtoquttt's dbtotov In tt- 








x y>3)[ 6* VjS&_ 




V. '-• •>• V.~* 


SATURDAY 19 APRTT, 1997 


1 1 THE INDEPENDENT 

elections 



•3K»v . ^ 1 




: >- 

•.■rr-f' J >!*•■■ 


» - — ■ ^ -» 


'-<• 



ia** 


John Rentoul on wooing the expatriates 



-•tv'li&'i m 


Maybe this is what the 56 per 
cent of Brito os who are bored 

by the election campaign shr q i H 

have done. Members of Con- 
servatives Abroad in the Al- 
garve, m Portugal, have 
arranged for party workers in 
Britain to cast proxy votes on 
their behalf, while they watch 
the election results on a large- 
screen television at an all- nigh t 
party at the Hotel Gaibe. “Run- 



2,500 Escudos [£9] per per- 
son,” says the invitation. 

But Tory expatriate election- 
night parties seem likely to be 
overshadowed by Labour cele- 
brations in such unlikely places 
as Hollywood, Cyprus, South 
Africa and Australia. The New 
York Labour branch is holding 
a champagne party in the trendy 
S0H0 brasserie. Pravda. 

The Tbry plan to mobilise two 
million potential voters abroad 
has fizzled out, according to fig- 
ures released by the Office for 
National Statistics. 

A total of only 23.583 expats 
have registered for the election 
- an average of just 36 in each 
constituency. Even if, as Labour 
used to fear, expats are over- 


whelmingly right-leaning in 
, their politics, they are unlikely 


than this (19 votes) at the Bast 
election. 

Labour has repeatedly ac- 
cused the Government of 
chaimng the law for party jpo 1 
liticaf advantage. The law was 
first changed in 1985 to allow 
UK citizens living abroad to' 
vote in British parliamentary 
and European elections. Con- 
servatives Abroad was formed 
the following year, and now 
claims 4,000 members in 49 
branches around the world, for 
chiding 13 in Spain and four in 
PortugaL 

The law was amended in 
1989 to include those who bad 
left the country up to 20 years 
ago, rather than 10 years. And 
it was changed again last year, . 
to give expats a tax incentive to 
register to . vote. Registering 
can no longer be used by the In- 
land Revenue as one of the fac- 
tors to decide domicile for tax 
purposes. Expats who are 
“domiciled” in Britain have to 
pay inheritance tax an their 
worldwide assets when they 
die. The move, condemned by 
Labour as “a blatant tax bribe , 
pnwed unsuccessful in eisrour- 
agmg more expats to register. 

Malcolm Dumper, elections 
officer for Southampton city 


may not vote by post, but can 
appoint a “projy’ to vote on 
their behalf in the constituen- 
cy in which they last lived, and 
aH the main parties offer to find 
party workers who can fiilfil this 


Art Malik, the Labour-aip- 
porting actor, says: “The largest 
expat community in the world 
ism Santa Monica. It is full of 
people who say that if Labour 
gets in, they’re not going back. 
You just look at them and say: 
‘But the Conservatives are m 
and you're not there!’ " 
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gle constituency. Only the Tbry- trations have gone down m re- 
held \fele of Glamorgan was cent years.” 
derided by a margin smaller UK citizens living abroad 

Goldsmith loses 
broadcast plea 


The Referendum Party yester- 
day Med in a High Court at- 
tempt *&:. win..- more party 
political broadcasts m the. mat - 
up to the generajttlection. : 

Two judges reject ed aceasar . 
tions by mtdti-millionage Sir 
James Goldsmith’s party that it 
had been “unfairly andunlaw- 
fully” limited to one fivo-minutfr 
broadcast 

They dismissed applications 
for judicial review brought 
iaaainst the BBC and the Inde- 


which had upheld nvsdedswn 
not to allocate more air time . 

Lord Justice Auld, sitting 
with Mr Justice Popplewell, 
said: “For reasons that we shall 
give in reserved judgments next 
week, both of these applications 
are refused.” 


•: • Asked if there wonld be an 
appeal, a Referendum Party 
^okesnan said: /Ws are nat- 
uwBydisappoimedjbutwe^ 

: consider the* judges? reasons 

: andtthen djscws with our legal 
. advisers the next stage.” 

Anne Sloman, the BBC’s 

dnefpohtica] adviser said: “We 
are absolutely defighted that m 
reaching their judgment their 
lordships acknowledged that: 
. our decmon-m ak mg process 
was entirely proper ana fair.” 

- Daring the anMlay hearing, 
Geoffrey Robertson QC for tte 
Referendum Party, argued it 
was a serious contender in the 
race to form the next Govern- 
ment It was fielding 547 c* 11- 

di dates, yet the three main 
parties had been given up to 10 
rimes as much air time. 
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election ’97 

A long day’s wait and the Prime Minister’s answer on Europe deflates ‘Question Time audience 



They quizzed 
Major, but 
prefer Prescott 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

Question Time's producers are 
based in the same suite of of- 
fices as the Wandsworth Job 
Club. But proximity to south 
London’s unemployed is not al- 
lowed to influence the television 
production company's selec- 
tion of QTs audience - even if 
the Home Office minister Ann 
Widdecombe maintained once 
that Labour voters must be 
pretending to be Tories in or- 
der to get on and heckle her. 

The "audience for Thursday 
night’s election QT with John 
Major were the lucky ones. 
Capron Productions, which has 
been making QT for the last 
three years, estimates that each 
year more than 30,000 people 
apply to be hi the audience. 

But this audience is a tired, 
harassed, lot For security rea- 
sons, Thursday night’s show 
was switched from studios at 
London Bridge to BBC Televi- 
sion Centre at the last minute 
and the recording delayed. 

Unlike the usual QTs which 
travel the country, the audience 
has come from all overthe coun- 
try and had been waiting for 
hours in the BBC's audience re- 
ception centre. For obscure 
reasons of fire safety the re- 
ception centre doesn't have 
enough chairs for them alL 

"He’s getting very bolshie,” 
says worried producer Sue 
Ayling, indicating a tall man in 
a hacking jacket and Liberal De- 
mocrat sticker. “1 think he’s a 
Tory-" she says oddly. 

The QT audience strongly 
disproves smart media as- 
sumptions about electoral ap- 
athy. These people are 
refreshingly serious about who 
runs the country. 

Before coming Julie Page, 34, 
from Redcar asked amongst her 
friends to see what they would 
ask the prime minister: “I feel 
quite a responsibility,” she said, 
“because I’m representing a 



Airing their views: David Dimbleby warming up the 
Question Time audience before John Major (above) 
finally makes his appearance Photographs: BBC 


6 That was very boring and 
very disappointing: But I did 
get on the telly 9 



lot of people.” She also read 
more newspapers and tried to 
keep up with the election, but 
she was a political animal any- 
way. “I shout at the screen 
every week," she says. 

Others are hoping to get 
their question asked so they can 
alter the nature of the debate: 
“The environment just has not 
been mentioned," said Rachel 
Jennings, 27, a member of 
Friends of the Earth from 
Leicester. “I wanted to make 
sure it gets some airing in the 
media.” 

Her partner, TbnyThapar, 27, 
is another shouten “Heseltine, 
definitely. He makes me swear 
at the telly." 

Mr Boulton, 45, a road acci- 
dent specialist from near Stoke- 


on-Trent, takes his love of tele- 
vised politics a step further. “I 
record the news if I think I'm 
going to miss it," he says. As a 
Tory Mr Boulton is sorry about 
being on when John Major is 
the guest because he doesn't 
want to “bowl him any low 

h alls* 1 . 

Eventually the audience is al- 
lowed into the studio and a Mr 
Stirling-Whyte enquires about 
how to get into the front row. 
“They're all getting it taped at 
home you know,” says one of 
the producers.” 

Settling into their seats the 
audience indulges in mass hair- 
primping, lips tick-applying, and 
tie-straightening. 

But still no sign of John Ma- 
jor. Instead we watch a “best of" 


video of QT from the last three 
years to get in the mood This 
is standard practice at every QT, 
but the grilling ministers are giv- 
en on the tape, about everything 
from the Scott report to BSE, 
probably just serves to remind 
the audience of the shambles 
the night's guest has presided 
over. 

Few of the audience come ex- 
pecting to be won over, but 
there are moments of the kind 
of voter clarity that gets lost in 
opinion polls: “1 came because 
I m working for the Liberal 
Democrats," says Katie Path, 20, 
a politics student at the Uni- 
versity of Greenwich, “but if 
Major convinces me he could 
sort out Northern Ireland I 
would vote for him. I feel very 


strongly about getting peace 
there.” 

After a warm-up with some 
BBC executives, nine lucky 
people are told their question 
will be one of those asked di- 
rect to the prime minister. 

The studio manager then 
juggles around whole ram, 
swapping the questioners in 
their seats. This is supposedly 
for the benefit of boom mikes 
and cameras, but you can tell 
everyone suspects there is 
some aesthetic censorship go- 
ing on. 

Mr Stirling-Whyte ends op in 
a middle row. One woman sit- 
ting behind someone whose 
question will be asked looks 
pleased Shell be on screen, but 
won't have to worry throughout 


the programme about fluffing 
her lines. 

. Eventually, after a slight ner- 
vous hesitation in the wings, Mr 
Major appears. 

He need not have worried 
Most of the audience has been 
on the hoof since lunch time and 
it is now 1030pm. They are tired 
and for his first 20 minutes Mr 
Major tackles the intricacies of 
Conservative poUcyon Europe. 
After that the wind is well and 
truly out of the audience’s sails. 

“That was very boring and 
very disappointing," says Rachel 
Jennings afterwards-Butsbe did 
get a question in, “So I did get 
on the telly.” But on tbewhole 
most of the people spoken to by 
The Independent would rather 
have seen John Prescott. 


A veiwers’ institution 


. Question Thne was first transmitted on 25 September 
.197% arid sincotheo has become a political 
Institution. Broadcast every Thursday evening on 
BBC1 during the polecat season, it allows members of 
.the pubfe^ put ^ielr questions to politicians and key 
peoplefrcmr a variety of spheres. 

Question Tibia is broadcast from aB parts of the coun- 
try, as wetf as from Washington and Paris. 

, }t has the. largest audience of any political discussion 
programme r- around 4 mBHon; and a studio audience 
of 200, wtso are^ble to cast their vote electronically on 
a range of issues. There have been nrare than 1,700 
'^pamefets since the programme began. - ,i : 

^The^ke^ramme has been presented by David Dimbie- 
^SatpaTJanuary 1994. His predecessors were Peter 
SiS8bn$ (1 989-1993) and Sir Robin Day (1979-89). 


QUOTES OF THE DAY 


✓ You’re not in Nigeria. 
f You can't buy 
fp policies with cash 
here you know 

- Millionaire Paul Sykes, 
who offered to help pay 
election expenses for Tory 
candidates opposed to the 
Government’s "wait-and- 
see " policy on Europe 

I have had communications 
with my grandson. It was 
not a soundbite, I can 
assure. 

- Paddy Ashdown on the 
new family member 

There are only four parlies 
seeking government, and 
the Referendum Party is 
one of them 

- Referendum Party lawyer 
Geoffrey Robertson QC 
argues for more election 
broadcasts 

It did not occur to me that 
Mr Don-ell would come out 
with what he said. 1 was in 
shock. 

- Pet Whittaker, responding 
to a the minister's 
suggestion that she change 

to a fundholding GP in 
order to secure a heart 
bypass operation 




Good heavens no! ... I have 
been saying to the 
candidates, are you trying 
to become a member of 
Parliament only to hand 
over the powers of 
Parliament to Brussels, a 
non-elected bureaucrat^? I 
invented the answer - No, 
no, no. 

- Lady Thatcher, asked 
whether Britain should 
enter the single currency 

We are going to make the 
most comprehensive attack 
on crime this country has 
seen 

- Tony Blair's party election 
broadcast 

We were unable to have 
nurses here because they 
were specifically told they 
would lose their jobs 

- Local councillor Jean 
Smith explains why there 
were no nurses at a Liberal 
Democrat campaign 
meeting in Chard 


Puerile 

- Edwina Currie's 
opinion of the 
Conservatives’ 

"dummy" adverts 

Compiled by Sam Coates 
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Gummer vaunts his green credentials. 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Funny things happen in elec- 
tion campaigns. Ministers can 
be galvanised into dramatic 
state interventions which are 
extremely rare and unusual 
the rest of the time. 

Take the case of John Gum- 
mer, Secretary of State for the 
Environment. He has just 
slapjped a Nature Conservation 
Order on an environmentally 
precious patch of chalk down- 
land in East Sussex to stop a 
farmer ploughing it up to plant 
flax. 

It is only the fourth such or- 
der to protect an officially des- 
ignated wildlife site that he has 
made in bis four years in the 
job. He did so after Friends of 
the Earth highlighted the threat 
to the orchid and butterfly-rich 
patch of countryside on the 
South Downs near Lewes last 
week, and the Labour Party and 
the Liberal Democrats became 
very agitated. 

Stranger still is the fact that 
English Nature, the govern- 
ment agency which is its offi- 
cial adviser on these matters, 
bad earlier decided that the 
threatened part of this partic- 
ular Site of Special Scientific 
Interest was not of “National 
Importance" - so it was not 
worth asking Mr Gummer to 



intervene to save it. 

Mr Gummer asked English 
Nature to think again about its 
advice to him - very quickly and 
very hard. Now, it appears, the 
advice has changed. "Signifi- 
cant populations" of two wild- 
flowers, both very rare in the 
United Kingdom - the bastard 
toadflax and the round-head- 
ed tampion - have been dis- 


covered at the site- And so he 
has decided to grant a Nature 
Conservation Order. 

That means Farmer Justin 
Haxmex is forbidden' from 
ploughing the grassland for 
nine months while he carries on 
negotiating with English Na- 
ture about how the land should 
be managed. 

He had already ploughed 


part of it, because the Euro- 
pean Union cash subsidies he 
can get for planting flax are 
much more generous than 
British government farm sub- 
sidies for protecting wildlife - 
and English Nature declined to 
pay anything like enough to 
make up the difference. 

Yesterday English Nature 
declined to say anything about 


the site or its advice to Mr 
Gummer or the site “because 
this has become a political 
matter, and as a government 
agency we can’t get involved in 
politics during an election." 

But the secretary of stale’s 
unusual request for English Na- 
ture to reconsider the matter 
caused anxiety within the or- 
ganisation - and a flurry of 


Precious flower: The Field 
at Offham farm which is 
home to rare species of 
flora and fauna 

Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

tense exchanges between its Pe- 
terborough headquarters and 
its local office which covers the 
South Downs area. “We're noi 
enjoying this at all." said one 
of its staff. 

The Department of the En- 
vironment. which also takes ex- 
tra care to he non-political 
during election campaigns, 
said: "Information has only 
recently become available t^j 
justify the site as being of na- 
tional importance.” 

However unusual all this 
has been, the fact is that Mr 
Gummer has saved a wildlife 
site in the full glare of election 
publicity. Friends of the Earth 
is delighted - while still fulmi- 
nating against the legal loop- 
holes and warped subsidies 
which still allows simitar sites 
to be threatened. 

.The ending gets even hap- 
pier. Yesterday. Farmer 
Manner decided to help envi- 
ronmental protesters unplouiih 
the part of the site he had al- 
ready damaged. They are turn- 
ing the turves cut hv ihe plough 
grass-side up again. j u the 
hope that the flowers will 
survive. 


Trusts accused of gagging nurses’ voice 


Barrie Clement 


Health Thists throughout 
Britain came under fire yester- 
day for refusing to allow nurs- 
es to make their voices heard at 
the hustings. 

Trust employees all over the 
country have been prevented 
from contributing to local de- 
bate by “gagging” clauses in 
their contracts. 

In Chard, Somerset, Faddy 
Ashdown attacked senior ad- 
ministrators at the local hospi-. 
tal for preventing nurses from 
participating in a public meet- 
ing on health. 

On Thursday Mr. Ashdown 
claimed he was stopped from 
visiting the Ambulance Trust for 
Brecon by management who 
said they did not warn their staff 


involving themselves in politics. 
Mr Ashdown said: “The same 
thing has happened wherever 
we’ve been on the campaign. 
That's why we have not seen any 
nurses at our discussions on 
health. This gagging is outra- 
geous and interferes with the 
democratic rights of nurses.” 

Both the Liberal Democrat 
and Labour argue that such 
bans can only benefit the Gov- 
ernment, which is aware of low 
morale in the service. 

Jean Smith, a Liberal De- 
mocrat councillor in Chard, 
asked nurses at Taunton and 
Somerset NHS ‘frost to join an 
“open circle” on health 
presided over by Mr Ashdown. 
Initially she received a 
favourable response. 

“Nurses and managers were 


quite willing. Then I received a 
phone call from a senior ad- 
ministrator who told me that it 
would nor be possible. I con- 
tacted a nurse in another Trust 
and she said it was more than 
her job was worth." 

The open circle. . involving 
doctors, pharmacists and other 
health experts, went ahead In' 
the absence of nursing repre- 
sentatives. 

Local GP'Dr Kate Staveley 
told Mr Ashdown , that the 
staffing was so . low at a local 
community hospital . that pa- 
tients were better off at home. 

“One of my patients went to 
the hospital because we were 
unable to find out what was 
wrong with her. But she stop- 
ping drinking there and be- 
came dehydrated. She 


developed horrendous bed 
sores because the nurse was 
unable to look after her and en- 
sure sbe had enough to drink. 
Her niece agreed to look after 
her at home and within a fort- 
night she was much better ” 

Edith Hurr, a 67-year-old 
confined to a wheelchair, told 
the meeting that on the ten floor 
of the community hospital there 
was only one qualified nurse for 
25 patients. 

“If someone had a cardiac, 
the other 24 would have to fend 
for themselves," he said. 

Mr Ashdown asked the 
meeting what they would do if 
they were . Health Secretary 
Stephen Dorrell for a day. 
Most emphasised the need for 
better health education. 

One doctor said that the 


medical profession were being 
overburdened with trivial ail- 
ments and that patients should 
be taught to look after them- 
selves unless there was a seri- 
ous problem. 

Edward McNally, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Taunton and 
Somerset NHS Trust, said he 
had issued no special instruc- 
tions to prevent employees at- 
tending the meeting, but his 
organisation abided by a circu- 
lar which had been issued by the 
Department of Health. 

Mr McNally said the advice 
was that NHS staff should re- 
main politically impartial. They 
should, not appear at political 
meetings in a professional 
capacity especially at election 
times. He said the circular had 
been issued some years ago. 




tetrtown: ‘it’s an outi 
violation of nursos’ 
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The Conservative Party’s latest ad 
portraying Tony Blair as a puppet of 
Germany’s Chancellor Kohl is a 
straight copy of one of the most fa- 
mous images in the world of adver- 
tising and design. 

llie party first claimed that the in- 
spiration fm: the ad, which has already 
attracted 30 complaints to the Ad- 
vertising Standards Authority, came 
from a sketch by the Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael Heseltine. If that is 
the case, then his ownership of tire ad- 
vertising industry trade magazine 
Campaign has probably rubbed off. 

The image m fact comes from a 
cover for an edition of US Esquire 
magazine in the late Sixties by tire 
magazine’s then art editor George 
Lois. 

The original features Hubert' 
Humphrey, the US Democraticpres- . 
idennal candidate m 1968, sitting in 


The Conservatives' latest campaign poster and the ‘original* from Esquire showing the Democratic candidate Hubert Humphrey as a puppet of the outgoing leader, Lyndon Johnson 

Bad reception for new ad in industry which trades in anti-German feeling 


the lap of the retiring President Lyn- 
don Johnson. 

Humphrey had been LBTs vice- 
president and the Esquire cover was 
emblematic of Humphrey’s unwill- 
ingness to come dot bom under 
LBTs influence and condemn past 


. “It assumes that Lhe public are ab- 
solute idiots who believe whatever you 
put in your ads. Instead you have to 
find out what people can be made to 
believe before you do an ad. I don't 
think many people will fall for some- 
thing this blatant * 


£ It assumes people axe idiots but not 
many will fall for scmetiiing so blatant 9 


policies on the Vietnam war. 

“Everybody in advertising knows 
that image,” said Dave Tbott, partner 
in the advertising agency Walsh Trott 
Chick Smith. “Ifs an okay image, bat 
it is informed by an idea of advertis- 
■.ing that went out of fashion in the 
Fifties.* 1 


The ASA said yesterday it would 
refer the ad to its adjudication com- 
mittee for a judgement on the 30 com- 
plaints it had received by telephone 
and fax during yesterday. The ASA 


5Ky “Demon: Eyes” ad. 

However an ASA spokesman said 


be doubted there would be a similar 
adjudication in this case because the 
puppet ad is “not in the same league". 
The ASA was concerned about De- 
mon Eyes because it represented Mr 
Blair as sinister. Labour said yester- 
day it would not be complaining to 
the ASA. 

John Major defended the adver- 
tisement: “The concept thalt the 
leader of Germany or that the leader 
of fiance or. the leader of Britain 
could actually say, ‘here I am going 
off to Amsterdam. I*ve changed my 
red flag for a white flag, here are ray 
surrenders, please can I have a seat, 
if you don't have a seat HI have a 
knee 1 , wbat nonsense.” 

However, the pro-European Tory 
MP Edwins Currie condemned the 
advert as “puerile". Sbe addeth “We 
should not be portraying Chancellor - 
Kohl as an ogre of any kind.” 


The shadow Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook condemned the ad as pa- 
thetic and said it illustrated how 
desperate the Conservatives had be- 
come: “What makes the poster so pa- 
thetic is that Tbny Blair is in foil 
command of his party. In stark con- 
trast John Major has given up any pre- 
tence he leads his." 

Exploiting British anti-Gennan 
feeling and stereotypes has become 
something of a trend in advertising. 
Most famously, an ad for Carling 
Blade Label mocked the German's 
supposed fondness for getting to sun 
loungers first. Even the Germanic- 
sounding beer Lowcnbrau was sold 
last year with a poster campaign 
mocking the Germans’ reputed lack 
of humour, ironically lhe German 
lager Beck’s has been running a 
campaign about the threat to German 
beer from an over powerful EU. 



Heseltine: Tories claim original 
idea came from his sketch 


John Nlqjor last night stirred 
the controversy over the Tory 
depiction of Tony Blair as 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
dummy, saying the nation 
would be mod to trust a man 
who changed his mind "as of- 
ten as a grasshopper jumps". 

The Conservative leader told 
a party rally in Manchester that 
while Mr Blair had repeatedly 
appealed Tor the voters' trust, 
he hus not to be trusted on 
anything from defence and ter- 
rorism through to small busi- 
nesses and inheritance fax. 

"Imagine Britain had trust- 
ed wbat Mr Blair had said in 
the past. In 1983. he would have 
taken Britain onl of Europe al- 
together. In 1986. he would 
have surrendered our nuclear 
weapons. In 1986. he would 
have slopped the creation of the 
Single Market. In 1991, he 
would have signed Britain up to 
the Social Chapter and -if he'd 
followed bis leader - the single 
currency, loo. 

“While the Mr Blair of 1994 
boasted he would never see 
Britain isolated in Europe. 
"TVnst me. trust me, trust me, 
trust me.' he’s pleaded, as he's 
drifted from withdrawal 
through indecision to uncon- 
trolled soircndcr. Mr Blair 
changes his mind as often as a 
grasshopper j amps." 

But the Prime Minister then 
began to mix his imagery, say- 
ing that if Mr Blair was repre- 
senting Britain at the next 
European summit, European 
leaders would eat him alive. “It 
would he like sending a fly to a 
spiders' convention," be warned. 

Mr M^jor said that along 
with surrender abroad. Labour 
was offering division at home, 

with its plans Bar devolution. He 
said Mr Blair would “take tbe 
ancient, functioning constitu- 
tion of this kingdom ... and 
gash through the tapestry 
with a vandaTs knife. The con- 
sequence would be a ... Dis- 
united Kingdom drilling 
towards a United States of 
Europe”. 


Greens to act over BBC’s 
entials » ‘unfair’ election coverage 
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lan Burrefl 

Gnren party membere are plan- 
ning a campaign of direct action 
against the BBC in protest at 
their lack of coverage in the 
election campaign. 

The party’s supporters are fu- 
rious at a leaked memo from a 
senior BBC news executive 
which instructs programme- 
makers to give minimal cover- 
age to the Greens. 

The memo, seen by The In- 
dependent , lumps the Green 
Party with the. extreme right- 
wing British National Party and 
single-issue parties like the Pro- 
Life Alliance and lhe Referen- 
dum party. 

Written by Anne Sloman, 
the BBC's chief political advis- 
er, it lays down that the Greens 
and other “minor” parties will 
be given no more than one fea- 
ture on- each of Newsnigfu, the 
Six O'clock News, Radio 5 and 
the Radio 4 Today programme 
in tbe entire campaign. 

It states that requests by mi- 
nor parties to feature alongside 
the main: parties on program- 
mes like Question Tune and 
Any Questions are "not likely to 
be met". ’ _ , 

The Greens, who described 

their treatment by tbe BBC as 
“shabby and disreputable”, ar- 
gue that if they were given air- 
time to reflect their share oi the 
vote, they would receive more 



David Icte, who resieied In 1991, is stffl regarded <bs a Green 


than five minutes coverage a day. 

Senior figures in the party said 
the lack of Coverage wsri partly » 
responsible for the political ap- 
athy among young voters who. 
fed there is no alter- native to 
the mainstream parties and 
their obsession with the floating 
voters of Middle England. 

Peter Barnett, the party’s 
spokesman, said the Greens 
were ridiculed by the BBC as a 
parly for “woolly hats, sandals 
and beards". In a rare mention, . 
tbe BBC continued to associate 


the party with David Idte who . 
re am ed six years ago. ;. 

"This has been going on for 
years and a one of the reasons 
why green politics .are sup- 
pressed in this coun try and 
such a part of people’s lives in 
other countries," hersaid. 

The Creeps, . who fielded 
moire than 250. candidates in the 
last election, blamethe lack of 
media coverage lor their dhasr 
trous showing. 

Their failings contrast stark- ' 
fy with the success of Greens in 


other parts of the world. The 
party is represented in 70 coun- 
tries and there are 30 Green 
MEP’s sitting in Strasbourg. 

Green party activists have al- 
ready been involved in direct ac- 
tions against road-budding 
projects and the new runway at 
Manchester airport, where they 
set up the first camp and gave 
protestors a mobile phone. 

Lawful direct actions are be- 
ing planned next week at BBC 
television and radio offices 
around Britain. 

Candidates have already be- 
gun disrupting BBC coverage by 
exploiting requirements in the 
Representation of the People 
Act to give a voice to all candi- 
dates in a featured constituen- 
cy. Murray falcon er , who is 
standing in Inverness East, 
Nairn and Lochaber, sabotaged 
a planned BBC Scotland pro- 
gramme by refusing to take 
part. The programme-makers 
had wanted falconer to at in tbe 
audience with other “minor” 
candidates while the three main 
parties and tbe Scottish Na- 

tional Party were given a seat cm 
the platform. 

• The Greens claim their local 
.election campaign for 1 May has 
been completely ignored. The 
BBC has refused to screen its lo- 
cal election broadcast, costing 
the party £7,000 which could 
have been used to field more 
general election candidates. 
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Portillo slates nuclear policy 


Stephen Goodwin 


“the SNP has a vintage 
loony-left defence policy. It is 
Rarihrthe most left-wing defence 



decnm bogc ystfthe iwa^^ Mj ft,mlIo told m H dfflbinili 


eoael Portillo, Secretary of 
for Defence, said aban- 
io nuclear weapons and 

towing frwnNatowwW 

kttdte the armed forces impotent. 

the country’s repute non 

ah# destroy defence jobs, 

^Sa r though the rhetoric was 
femi frir . MrPortifio Had a new 
' -*•*. This election’s tuulater- 
sare nor in new Labour, ns 
; excised by Messrs 
olth and Blair, but 
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the Tories’ latest poster, a car- 
toon pfllotying the Nationalists 
in a “Hands up" style once used 
against Labour. 

In an independent Scotland, 
the SNP would negotiate a 
phased, “but complete , with- 
drawal of Tiident from the 
Qyde. The party’s objection to 
nuclear weapons would be m- 
L ijvln niiiK mnnherSiUD Oi 


The Scottish Army would 
have 9,000 regular troops. The 
Scottish Navy would have a 
surface fleet and submarines 
and there would be a conven- 
tional air force. 

ButMrBntiDosaidtbe forces 
proposed by the SNP would be 
incapable of engaging in “high 
intensity conflict and there- 
fore uiuible to take part in main- 


withdrawal from -that too, 
though a flee Scotland would son 
co-operate with the alliance. 


inini 5 l jfc, n * A ‘ «**v*mw — — — 

Many defence industry jobs 
would also be at risk. “It is im- 
plausible that in a separate 
Scotland, that Scottish indus- 

tries should go on su^^fng die 

needs of armed forces m other 
parts of tbe United Kingdom," ■ 
be claimed. 

But bfichaelRusseH, chief ex- 


ecutive of tbe SNR said Scotland 
had lost 20,000 defence-related 
jobs since 1992 under Mr Por- 
tillo’s stewardship. “Portillo 
should be coming to Scotland 
to apologise .... nor to disptey his 
usual breathtaking arrogance." 

The SNP is promising to 
spend £70m over fouryears to 
help industries diversify away 
from weapons production. All 
service personnel and MoD 
employees from Scotland would 
be offered an opportunity to 
transfer to the new stare’s forces. 

Mr Russell said Scots were 
"vastly in favour" of getting rid 
of atomic weapons. “What 
small nation of 5 million peo- 
ple would warn: to .maintain 
nuclear weapons?” he asked. 
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in 1997 for just £145, or a 5 day return for. £74. Price includes a car. the driver and up 
to 8 passengers. Whether you want to indulge in a spring break or 2 weeks summer 
holiday, travel with P&O European Ferries between Dover and Calais and save up to 
£65 on our peak standard brochure fares. After aft. even wallets need holidays. To book, 
call us now on 0990 9S0 9S0 from 07.50-22.30, 7 days a week, or see 5'our travel agent 
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Disaffected 
minorities try 
DI Y politics 


Randeep Raroesh 

The might of the majority is 
pressing hard on the mind 0 f 
Pankaj “Peter” Patel, the leader 
of Lbe Fourth party - the self- 
styled voice of the ethnic voter. 

In the rough trade of mod- 
em politics. Mr Patel thinly that 
minority voters get a raw deal 
His thesis is simple. Minorities 
account for 5 per cent of the 
population and should have 
about 30 MPs in parliament. 

Lalour’s 100 target seats 
contain only one Asian candi- 
date who. along with two black 
and two other Asians in safe 
seals, would join the party’s cur- 
rent five non-white MPS. This 
is better than the Tories. They 
will probably lose Nirj Diva, 
their only Asian MP, in Brent- 
ford and Isleworth. 

Local hopefuls, Mr Patel 
claims, have been thwarted by 
party politics. Even where eth- 
nic voters wield dispropor- 
tionate clout because they are 


concentrated in one area, they 
are rarely accorded the privilege 
of being represented by a 
home-grown activist. 

He claims there were 10 
ethnic Labour candidates for 
Spar kb rook and Smaflheath - 
the Birmingham seat he intends 
to stand in - which ended up 
with a neighbouring MP, Roger 
Gods iff, being nominated. 

Worse still says Mr PateL the 
Labour party, the traditional 
home of the ethnic electorate, 
neglects the immigrant 
constituency until it needs its 
votes. “The only time those guys 
come to help us is four weeks 
before the election,” says Mr 
Patel. 

"We are going to field can- 
didates in two constituencies - 
Perry Barr and Sparkbrook 
and Smallheath - where ethnic 
minorities are either the ma- 
jority or constitute a sizeable 
minority,” he says. 

“People here have been let 
down by the main parties- they 



Black perspective-^^ 
Patel canvassing GUJJJ 1 * 0 
women in Birmingham^ 

who labour have taken 

for (granted, he says 
Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


are only concerned with Mid- 
dle England's problems.” 

The Fourth Party was bom 
out of a series of editorials Mr 
Patel wrote in his own publi- 
cation. Midland Asian, last year. 
Calling for a set of proposals 
that would tackle, law and or- 
der, education and cure the ail- 
ing health service, Mr Patel 
came to the conclusion that the 
traditional parties would not of- 


fer practical policies when they 
could buy off sections of the 
ethnic community with cheap 
promises. 

“The Labour Party always 
talks of tackling the Kashmiri 
problem or the concerns of 
Muslim voters. The Conserva- 
tives court the upwardly mobile 
East African Asian vote. It is a 
case of divide and conquer,” 
said Mr PateL 


In the fractured world of mi- 
nority politics, race matters. Mr 
Patel is a Gujurati and a Hin- 
du. He is unlikely to win sup- 
port from the mainly Kashmir i 
population of Sparkbrook and 
Smallheath. lb do that he has 
enlisted a Muslim accountant, 
Javed Akth er. 

Not everyone, Mr Patel ad- 
mits, can be catered for. “We 
want to represent all immigrant 


communities - that includes 
Afro-Caribbeans, Irish and the 
Chinese. But practically, it is a 
question of time. We will con- 
centrate on the south Asian 
vote for this election. If we win 
■ that it means 90 per cent of the 
minority vote in Sparkbrook - 
that translates to 45 per cent of 
the overall vote.” 

Ibis rainbow-coalition the- 
ory of politics is difficult to pro- 


get into the 


Autocar voted the Ka ‘Best Car 1996’. 

No doubt they were as impressed by its looks as much as rts superb driving dynamics; 
Not to mention the driver’s airbag, safeguard engine immobiliser, high security locks, 

tailgate wiper with electric wash and tinted windows. 

But why not judge the Ka for yourself? Arrange a test-drive today. 


UOT^d 


see your local Ford dealer nouu or For Further inFormation call 0345 455 555 

On the road price b recommendad retafl price at time Of going to press, plus VAT at 17.5% and £565.00 coverin g 12 months road tlmd Hcanca, delivery to the dealer, estimated cost of number plates and tUet. 


mote. In a Hindu temple later 
in the day Mr Patel is trying to 
soothe a group of Hindu vot- 
ers concetx»ed about his support 
for Irish rights. T thought they 
were blended in, 1 * says, one 
man. “They are fairly blended 
but there are a lot who are not,” 
explains Mr PateL “How blend- 
ed do you have to be?” asks one 
old lady. 

The Labour candidate for 


S^majorityofl3.im 
is unimpressed. “I want w^-P: 

resent the whole community, 
says Roger Godsiff “ Not just 

half of it." . . . 

Although Mr Patel masts be 

has never been involved in pol- 
itics before, on the stump is be 
is a natural performer. He has 
already learnt how to cut the 
cloth of his conversation to im- 
press the electorate. 

In the heart of his wuold-tw 
seal Mr Patel is busy telling a 
white woman that “your con- 
cerns are my concerns ’■ 

To a group of older Gujurati 
women at a bus stop he is ex- 
plaining - in outraged Gujurati 
- how young Australians man- 
age to enter Britain because 
their grandparents were born 
here. 

•- Punters, tired of being 
• promised much and delivered 
little, warmed to Mr Patel’s 
pitch. "I am not voting for 
Labour anymore. I did so be- 
cause my father voted Labour 
and so did my uncle,” says a 
Bengali shopkeeper on the 
Stratford Road. 

“But nothing seems to 
fthangfi around here, so I do not 
think they will get my vote.” 





Prescott 
under fire 
from party 
faithful 


Colbi Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Disaffected Labour support- 
ers yesterday protested to John 
Prescott that Labour's cam- 
paign was focused too much on 
the concerns of nriddleciass for- 
mer Tory voters instead of tra- 
ditional Labour party values for 
protecting the poor and disad- 
vantaged. 

The deputy Labour Party 
leader robustly defended his 
party’s election strategy on BBC 
Election Call with Peter Sis- 
sons, but Mr Prescott is expected 
to relay their concerns to the 
campaign team led by Gordon 
Brown at Mill bank Ibweis, the 
party election headquarters. 

Voter concern at Labour’s 
failure to campaign more 
on its positive policies for im- 
proving public services, and 
the lack of passion in Labour's 
campaign has become an issue 
on the doorsteps, and was 
recorded by Steve Richards, the 
commentator, in this week's 
New Statesman t who concludes 
that it will not stop Labour win- 
ning a big Commons majority. 

Peter Cherry, from Lincoln, 
said he had resigned from the 
party last week because Labour 
had accepted Tbry tax rates and 
spending levels, while the Lib- 



Prescott Labour will not 
say “we are socialists” 


an extra lp on tax to improve ect 
ucation. "The Liberals are com- 
ing up with the right taxes. 
They are- going to put a 50p 
threshold on [top rate]. That is 
what you should be doing.” 

Anne Booth, from Rochester, 
said she had become a Labour 
Roly member within the past six 
months, but was “terribly dis- 
appointed” with the camp aign 
it was running as it failed to fo- 
cus on the homeless, asylum- 
seekers who are held in a local 
jail and children in poverty. 

Under fire from the callers, 
Mr Prescott was challenged by 
Mr Sissons: “As an old Labour 
man. how do you feel about 
these calls for more help from 
pensioners, doctors, from teach- 
ers? They are all unhap py about 
the level of resources pledges - 

Mr Prescott Labour 
would be improving thing s for 
health, pensioners, crime and 
education by a different order 
of priorities. “But we have one 
very real problem. We do not 
know what the extent of the cri- 
sis in the public finances is ... 
Their [the Tories'] projections 
of the borrowing requirements 
have always been £10bn-£l 5bn 
ouL You can't accept their fig- 
ures . I don’t -believe anything 
this Government says. Vie have 
to be realistic and practical. 

“Its not an easy decision, but 
I tell you what we are not go- 
ing to do - we are not going to 
bang our chest and say we are 
socialists and all this has got to 
be done. The people don't be- 
lieve it We have lost four elec- 
tions because they [the voters] 
want to see a Labour govem- 
ment that is realistic, knows what 
its priorities are, and where its 
money is coming from.” 


One of Mr Prescott’s 


inquisitors was Joyce 
Elliott from Hereford - a 
name which rang Labour i 
alarm bells, because she ; 
rattled Tony Blair on the ' 
subject of the minimum 
wage on the same 
programme in 1992, 
writes John RentouL 1 

Five years on, she 
was still fuming that a 
I minimum wage would 
| force her to make j 

I redundancies at her 
j nursery, only this time J 
“Labour haven't had the 
guts to set out what it 
would be". 

i She then turned her 
I attack unexpectedly to 
| what became a familiar 
: refrain on the programme ; 
i yesterday, that “you 
i have prostituted 
i yourselves to Tory 
! policies” and < 

‘abandoned everything 
that people could j 

believe in”. ; 

She described herself ! 
as a socialist from 
Jarrow, but refused to 
say how she would vote. ; 
When she spoke to The 
Independent later she 
said she “couldn't stand" ■ 
Mr Blair five years ago, 
when he was Labour's 
employment spokesman. ! 
She had warmed to him, i 
but recently had been put ' 
off because "he just will { 
not answer a question - ! 
they should have a 
■chameleon for their 
mascot not a bulldog". 

She admitted that 
“as a 64-year-old woman, : 
with socialist principles, ! 
running a business, I 
don’t know who to vote 
for. I might vote for 
Arthur Scarglll's Socialist i 

! Labour Party, but we 
haven’t got one of those 
I here ... j might end 
| up voting for the • 
i Green Party." 
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Cabinet slow to back 
embattled Netanyahu 


J™**" W ^ h hiS W * fe Sarah / and ^»s»**ent Ezer Waizman (right) at the funeral In Jerusalem 
yesxeraay of trie former Israeli president, Chaim Herzog DKr.*«rf«anh- woti uamiWAP 


Photograph: Nati Hamik/AP 


Patrick Cockbura 

Jerusalem • ‘ 

As Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, waits to 
see if he will be pui on trial there 
were signs yesterday that his 
support is fraying m his cabinet 
and governing coalition. 

On Sunday Mr Netanyahu 
will learn if the attorney gener- 
al. EJyakim Rubinstein, and the 
state attorney, Edna Arbcl. 
agree with the police recom- 
mendation that he should be in- 
dicted with three of his 
associates. The police alleged 
this week that the prime minis- 
ter had helped criminal suspects 
to appoint their own candidate 
as Israel's chief prosecutor. 

It is unlikely that Mr Ne- 
tanyahu himself will be indicted, 
the Israeli press said yesterday, 
bat he is likely to be the target 
of a damning report on his be- 
haviour. The daily Ycdiol Aha- 
rmiot says the state attorney's 


office is divided cm die advis- 
ability of an indictment- ft says 
that three senior officials are in 
favour and three are against in- 
cluding the stale attorney herself. 

If Mr Netanyahu is not in- 
dicted the dedson will certainly 
be challenged in the High Court 
which could decide that the 
prime minister w HI be prose- 
cuted. The weakness of the 
case against him is that it de- 
pends on the evidence of Dan 
Avi- Yitzhak, the former lawyer 
of Arych Deri, the leader of the 
religious party Shas, who is on 
trial for corruption. Mr Deri is 
accused of seeking the ap- 
pointment of Roni Bar-On. an 
obscure party loyalist, as attor- 
ney general in order to influence 
the outcome of his trial. 

Mr Netanyahu faces two po- 
litical dangers, even if he is not 
indicted. Members of his cabi- 
net have been slow to come to 
bis defence and their efforts 
sound a little grudging. Mam* are 


old rivals of the prune minister. 
Dan Mcridor, the Finance Min- 
ister. s reported in hove said that 
it is hard to believe Mr Ne- 
tanyahu will be wholly cleared. 

Two of the parties forming 
the government coalition might 
withdraw support. The Third 
Way, a splinter group from the 
Labour party with Four seals in 
the 120-seat Knes&eu is restive. 
Yehuda HaxvL one of it* JcaJ- 
ers. said: *‘If it becomes dear 
that there are serious impro- 
prieties so far as democracy and 
the public arc concerned, then 
we won't be able to support the 
government and will call for ear- 
ly elections." 

Natan Sharanksy. the leader 
of the Russian immigrants' par- 
ty with seven seats, is on bad 
terms with the prime minister, 
once a close friend. When the 
scandal broke in January he said 
that "if only 10 per cent of the 
allegations" turned out to he 
true the government should 


fail. He claims that in cabinet 
he voted for Mr Bar-On "be- 
cause 1 trusted Netanyahu, and 
he betrayed me". 

Mr Netanyahu continues to 

insist dial he did nothing wrong. 
His tactic is to portray the po- 
lice investigation :ts politically 
inspired. “At the heart of this 
matter b a political campaign." 
said Don Naveh. the cabinet sec- 
retary. “The public in Israel 
wanted (this) government, and 
now there is an assault living n i 
change this." 

This attack on the investiga- 
tors is unlikely to do Mr Ne- 
tanyahu much good. An 
opinion poll in Yctiiol .•Miaran- 
tii shows that 52 per cent of Is- 
raelis believe the police 
behaved professionally and 
honestly. A quarter of those 
asked thought the prime min- 
ister should resign now. 2d per 
cent that he should resign if in- 
dicted ami 52 per cent only tf 
he convicted bv a court. 


Missing plane 
‘has no link with 
Oklahoma bomb’ 


Mary Dejmlty 

Washington • 

With rumours still flying thick 
and fast about the mysterious 
disappearance of an A-10 fight- 
er plane over the western Unit- 
ed States, no less a figure than 
the chairman of the armed 
forces chiefs of staff. General 
John Shalikasbvili. has found it 
Accessary to reject one of the 
more bizarre theories advanced 
The four-star general, the 
Pentagon’s most senior mili- 
tary officer, said he had been fob 
lowing the search for the plane 
■i 1 with interest, but did not see any 
, connection between the mhsang 
! plane and the bombing of the 
federal building in Oklahoma 
City two years ago. “I do not 
have enough information,* he 
aid. “to lead me to believe that 


ie tween tbatwcidenl in Okia- 
loma City and the. disap- 
pearance of this airplane.” 

Gen Shalikasfavm did, haw- 
wer, say that security was.be- 
iig increased around the 
leaver courthouse, where jury 
sJection is in progress for the 
txnl of Timothy McVfcigh; the 
ran accused of masterminding 
tit bombing. Today is the seo 
od anniversary of the attack, 
wfich killed 168 people, and 
als the fourth anniversary of 
ibiWaco disaster, m which 80 
petple died when FBI officers 
trid to storm the Branch Da- 
vidan compound. 

Ltriguingly, the general also 
conirmed that addttionalsecu- 
rity measures had been intro- 
duad at the North American 
Aenspace Defence Command 
iii Cdorado because there had 


been "an indication" of a secu- 
rity threat to the jnstallalinn: 

General S halilcrah vilPs fenis 1 
was a response to speculation 
that the pi lot of the missing A-. 
10, Captain Crafg Button, stole 
the plane - which was- armed 
with four bombs - in order to 
stage some spectacular action 
for the Oklahoma City an- 
niversary. This theory assumes 
that Capt Button may have 
sympathised with the illegal 
right-wing militia group with 
which Timothy McVeigh was 
supposedly involved - some- 
thing that has been vigorously 
dem^bytfaosewhoknewhim. 

Tbeones such as this, and the 
even more far-fetched idea that 
Capt Button's ArlO might have 
been abducted by aliens, pro- 
liferate on the Internet The 
problem for the military is that 
information about heightened 
security seems only to support 
the theories, and as yet the air 
force has been able to produce 
no compelliDg eridence to re- 
fute them. 

Despite deploying the most 
sophisticated search techniques, 
induding U2 spy planes and 
AWACS aircraft, it has Med to 
trace the plane, which went 
missing on 2 April after break- 
ing away from a routine train- 
ing exercise over Arizona. Air 
force officials blame the thick 
snow in the region of Eagle, Col- 
orado, where some say they 
heard a possible plane crash at 
the time the plane would have 
run out of fuel The air force 
new says, however, that it has no 
“seismic indications" of a crash 
in the area and will call off foe 
search until the snow melts if 
nothing is found by Tuesday. 


Asylum-seeking Iraqi 
hold at Heathrow 

^Government says it is detaining an opponent erf Imp 
Prdident Saddam Hussein at Heathrow airport while it- 
coSdcrs his application for political asylum inBntam. 
M Xn aklabouri is leader of the Damasc w-base d Iraq! . 
Hodeiand Party which wants to overthrow President 
QrtrfAtH The nartV expressed concern over Mr ai- 

rince he arrived at Heathrow on Mo-d ay from 

. Syria. \ 

Korean talks delay 

North U» “ d 

capS ^ oS”Sid of the 

optrmismlhat North Korea & AP - NowTbtk 

talks fiKti^roposcd a year ago. 

Congress breaks impasse 

1 ; with a new pome minister. 

Ftench doctors arrested 

' Puis plans 

; 

PaiestirifeBS forced to Libya 

■ ' t olfeen and soldiers forced more than 

. jLibvan-Egyptian tkcfo DBi-cHrtianswere 
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Fortunately, our Special 
Mortgage Deals won't last forever. 
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Sun king 
of Sin City 
rises above 

bribery 

charge 
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Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 

Sol Kerzner, the multi- million- 
aire who laid the foundations of 
his international casino empire 
in apartheid South Africa's re- 
viled black homelands, is at the 
centre of a political storm after 
bribery charges against him 
were dropped. 

For Mr Kerzner, 61. who 
seemed to suggest last month 
that he was just too rich to face 
prosecution, the decision by 
Christo Nel, attorney general 
for TranskeL to drop hk decade- 
long campaign to bring Mr 
Kerzner to court is a vindication 
of his innocence. 

But others claim that politi- 
cal pressure has helped to free 
Mr Kerzner of allegations that 
in 1986 he gave a ruler of the 
Transkei - one of the nine “in- 
dependent’' homelands in 
which blacks were condemned 
to live under apartheid - a 
bribe of 2m rand (I2S6.Q00) to 
secure exclusive gambling 
rights. 

Last year, Bantu Holomisa, 
a former ANC minister and 
one-time favourite son of Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela, was ex- 
pelled from the ANC after 
repeating allegations that Stel- 


la Sigcau, the public enterpris- 
es minister, bad received a cut 
of Mr Kerzner's alleged bribe. 

He then went further, darn- 
ing that senior ANC members 
- including Thabo Mbeki, the 
deputy president - had accept- 
ed favours from Mr Kerzner, 
and, in 1994, that the magnate 
made a 2m rand pre-election 
donation to the ANC along 
with a polite request that the 
criminal charges against him be 
reassessed. 

After initial ANC denials, 
President Mandela admitted 
that he personally received the 
donation from Mr Kerzner. 
Oddly, the President said no one 
else in the party knew about iL 

Mr Nel insists his derision is 
free of political pressure and is 
the result of new evidence which 
weakens the state's chance of a 
successful prosecution. 

He has refused to elaborate. 

Mr Holomisa said yesterday 
that Mr Nel owed South 
Africans a lull explanation. 

-Let us hope he dropped the 
charges on his own and not 
through political pressure," he 
said. 

A month ago Mr Nel failed in 
attempts to have Mr Keizner ex- 
tradited to South Africa from the 
United Kingdom. Nor did he 


Austria vows 
to repel alien 
Balkan tide 


Imre Karacs 

Lindau 

If it is true, as some Germans 
insist, that the Balkans begin in 
AusLria, then this tiny Bavarian 
town in the foothills of the 
Alps marks the boundary be- 
tween two worlds; the point 
where index-linked pensions 
fade into pyramid schemes. 

In purely geographical terms, 
the Balkans are a good 400 
miles down the road. In some 
respects. Lindau is the gateway 
to the East. Once the lorries 
packed with drugs or illegal im- 
migrants trundle past its check- 
point. nobodv can stop them 
from disgorging their contents 
into the streets of Western 
Europe. 

The Bavarian border guards 
the southern flank of “Schengen 
count rv". a seamless land mass 


& If Italy were 
in Schengen, the 
Albanians 
would have an 
open road to 
Hamburgh 


of seven states wh ich peters out 
at the Atlantic coast. 

The Germans used to moan 
about the burden of keeping the 
eastern hordes at bay. but now 
they are terrified of handing 
over control. On 27 October 
Austria. Greece and Italy are to 
become full members of the 
Schengen club, inheriting the 
task of stemming the flow of un- 
desirable goods and people. 

The lorries will make their 
last pit stop hundreds of miles 
east and south, along Austria’s 
border with the Czech Repub- 
lic. Slovakia. Hungary and 
Slovenia. Lindau will become a 
deserted chicane. 

The Germans, having 
watched their Austrian col- 
leagues closely, arc not sure 
that’s such a good idea. They 
point out that while it takes 
three years to teach a German 
border guard how to “snift out 
heroin, the Austrians get only 
a few days’ training before be- 
ing thrown in at the deep end. 

According to the German 
press, the Austrian border is like 
Swiss cheese. Anecdotes, or 
maybe urban myths, are circu- 
lating in Bavaria about Austri- 
an hairdressers being hastily 
drafted in to man the barriers. 


The Independent spotted no 
scissors at Lindau , only an Aus- 
trian guard who seemed too 
young to be entrusted with any- 
thing other than a shampoo. 

“We are fully trained offi- 
cers." says Peter Durdak of the 
Bavarian border police. “We 
have decades of experience 
which the Austrians do not 
have.” lb put it bluntly, Austria 
is “not up to Schengen stan- 
dards". Thar's not to say that the 
Austrians are shambolic. Given 
lime, say three years, their peo- 
ple might become nearly as 
“effective and efficient" as the 
Bavarian officer. 

They are trying very hard. 
Last month. Bavarian guards 
caught within the space of three 
days two lorries packed with 
illegal immigrants: 50 Kurds in 
one consignment and 40 Koso- 
vo Albanians in the other. Both 
had been checked and waved 
through by the Austrians. 

Vienna reacted to that em- 
barrassment by supplying its 
troops with devices which try 
to delect an illicit human car- 
go through its carbon dioxide 
emission' around the vehicle. 
They’ have nut caught anybody 
yet. but their thorough search- 
es have resulted in 12-hour 
queues at the border. 

There is, understandably, not 
much love lost between the 
two forces as the Bavarians 
step up their verbal assault on 
their demoralised cousins. “It's 
not that we warn to play the 
teacher and tell our neighbours 
what to do.” says Michael 
Ziegler of the Bavarian Interi- 
or Ministry. “But Austria has no 
specific border force, and it 
takes lime to set one up." 

Munich's solution, likely to 
be vigorously backed by the 
German government at the 
next Schengen meeting in Brus- 
sels, is to postpone the handover 
until the year 2000. Austria 
would be fobbed off with con- 
trol over the Vienna- Munich air 
corridor in the interim. 

As for the credentials of the 
other two applicants, the 
prospect of Greece controlling 
Asian traffic does not bear 
thinking about, and Italy is 
equally dubious. 

“If "luily were in Schengen, 
the Albanians who have been 
landing in Brindisi in recent 
weeks would have an open 
-road to Munich or Hamburg," 
Mr Ziegler points out “The 
question must be asked; 'Can 
Italy wipe with the one million 
illegal immigrants already living 
there V" In the absence of a re- 
assuring answer. Lindau looks 
set to remain the end of the 
Schengen road for some time. 
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cused should not relax yeL laborating with apartheid), the anti-apartheid action, has Thump of the Southern hemi- public remain cynical about National Party and tin ANC got 

“This case will continue to spectacular gambling complex, grown at a phenomenal rate. Mr sphere to gain a full licence in the ease with which big business, their bones. I %i 


Y O U R E L O O K I N G AT the Hanging Rock, formed by over a million years of erosion, deep in the heart oj 
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New Mexico. Around here it's the most breathtaking suspension you'll ever see. Or it was until the Jeep Grand Cherokec 

I ■ 

• • • ; I 

Limited came along. Its sophisticated quadra coil suspension beats any sedimentary glyptolith hands down. Add to thal 
the 8 way power adjustable soft leather seats, automatic temperature control and a 6 speaker audio system (for rock fansj) 
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'• Driller thriller: A Zairean with a mock weapon driving through Kinshasa during a rally demanding a tougher line against the rebels 


it's one of the most comfortable rides of any 4x4. But as well as -luxury the Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited also packs 
awesome power. Its 4 litre, 6 cylinder engine achieves 0-60 mph in under 10 seconds (13.9 In the Laredo turbo diesel). 
In fact, you'll have to go a long way to find anything as rugged and spectacular as the Jeep Grand Cherokee. Like New Mexico 
for instance. Prices for the Grand Cherokee range start at £26,495 on the road. JEEP C R A N D C H E R O K 1 E E. 
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fob MORE INFORMATION CALL 0800 6 1 6 1 5 9. 
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Kinshasa - Sex tourists go to 
Thailand, adventurers head for 
the wilderness, and ghouls book 
. tours of Bosnia. But for those 
who want to cultivate their cyn- 
icism at the tired end of the mfl- 
lemuum, Kinshasa^ should be 
holiday destination number 
one. Lowed, run-down, im- 
poverished, stinking,, isolated 
and soon to be beaegsd, it is be- 
coming the world capital of 
the jaded, where the average cit- 
izen would make a Raymond 
Chandler private eye seem like 
a wide-eyed Scout. 

The Kinshasans know their 
government, headed by the 
“Great Redeemer'', President 
Mobntu Sese Seko, has looted 
billions of dollars from the 
country in the past 32 years. 


Ed O'Loughlin sees the regime 
fabricate a paroxysm of morality 


They appreciate Che rebels ad- 
vancing from the east arc win- 
ning the war laigeiy with 
weapons bought or captured 
from Mr Mobutu's army. 

Vet the announcement this 
week that Mr Mobutu’s cabinet 
wants to try a former prime min- 
ister.. Keogo wa Don do, for 
embezzlement and treason has 
raised few eyebrows. To para- 
phrase a line from the film 
Apocalypse Now , charging a 
Zairean politician with fraud is 
like handing out speeding tick- 
ets at the Monaco Grand Pro. 

According to Mr K in -lark 
Mulumba. the new Information 
Minister. Mr Kengo disap- 
peared with Sim (£625.000) of 
government cash three weeks 
after being sacked. Mr Mu- 
lumba said he was also sus- 
pected of sabotaging the war 
a gainst Laurent Kabila's rebels. 
The government was investi- 
gating further, and . a a interna- 
tional warrant night soon be 
issued for Mr Kengo’s arresL 

It would surprise nobody in 
Kinshasa if Mr Kengo had 
helped himself to an honorar- 
ium before slipping across the 
Congo River to Brazzaville. 
The US State Department cal- 
culated eight years ago that Mr 
Mobutu had taken S5bn 
(£3.1 bn) from Zaire’s substan- 
tial mineral wealth, a sum equal 
to the then national debt But 
it does surprise people that, af- 
ter years of unchecked state 
banditry, a senior politician 
should be called to account for 
such a trifling sum. 

It seems that the more hope- 
lessly paralysed and morally 
bankrupt the Zairean govern- 
ment becomes. the more stri- 
dently it talks of human rights, 
good governance and military ■ 
victory. Last week, for instance, 
the newly appointed military 
Prime Minister, Lukulia Bo- 
longo, marked the beginning of 
his term by promising to hold 
elections within a few months, 
after the country was pacified. 
Zaire would not be the first 
country to overcome signifi- 
cant early defeats and go o to 
find victory, he said. “Wherev- 
er our valiant soldiers have de- 
cided to engage in combat the 
enemy has been defeated," he 
said. "We remain an effective 
army, with our human potential 
intact and a worth that has al- 
ready been proven across 
Africa, in Nigeria, Grad, Bu- 
rundi and Rwanda.” 

Yet in Kinshasa most people 
seem to believe the main threat 
comes not from the rebels but 
the government army. Foreign 
observers say deserters and 
broken army units are drifting 
back towards the capital from 
rithe east, looting and vandalis- 
ing. Stragglers have been ar- 
riving in the city since the war 
began six months ago. Until 
now, they have been easily 
picked up by Mr Mobutu's rel- 
atively we U-bnfered praetorian 
guard. But this could change 
when whole units start arriving 
on the edge of town." 

Nobody knows what will hap- 
pen next: Mr Mobutu could flee 
tomorrow, there could be a 
coup or a ceasefire; things might 
drift on until the Erst rebel mor- 
tar bomb lands at the airport, 
weeks or months from now. But 
everybody fears there will be 
one last orgy of looting and van- 
dalism before the old kleplo- 
craric Zaire gives up the ghost; 

One old Zaire hand, a black 
American businessman, took it 
upon himself to enlighten jour- 
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Kabila: Warned foreigners 
to get out of Kinshasa 


6 When a FAZ 
soldier puts his 
foot down next 
to yours he don’t 
want to dance. 
He’s shopping 
for shoes 9 


nalists staying in the cily-cenure 
Memhng hoteL Had we noticed, 
he said, the number of off-duty 
FAZ [government] soldiers 
hanging about outside? 

“When a FAZ puts his foot 
down next to yours he don’t 
want to dance,” he said. “He's 
shopping for shoes.” Newspa- 

K rs report that many people 
re moved out of areas neigh- 
bouring military camps, the 
flashpoint for previous out- 
breaks of looting in 1991 and 
1993. The pillaging was sparked 
off by Mr Mobutu's attempts to 
pay bis soldiers with new ban- 
knotes that were not accepted 
on.the street. 

An African diplomat said 
most soldiers in Kinshasa were 
paid last month, albeit only $2 
and a bag of rice for an enlist- 
ed government soldier. But an- 
other pay day looms next week. 
If the government does not 
have the money, or attempts to 
use new banknotes once again, 
the pillaging could resume. 

Tins time French troops wait- 
ing across the Congo in Braz- 
zaville have, been joined by 
contingents from the US, 
Britain and Belgium, on stand- 
by to pull out their nationals. 
Britain and the US have 

. Lubombashi (Renters) - Biz- 
ana Kara ha, Zaire's rebel for- 
eign minister, said yesterday 
that there would be no ceasefire 
until President Mobutu Sese 
Seko refinqnisbed power. 

“We don’t want any suspen- 
sion of hostilities. We want the 
end of tbe war and that can only 
come about if tbe man who 
brought the war is (ticked out 
When Mobntu leaves, that will 
be the end of tbe wan” be said. 

Karaha said speculation that 
pending negotiations in South 
Africa would deal with some 
form of transitional power- 
sharing was incorrect. “What 
we are negotiating is the mode 
of departure of Mobutu,” be 
said. 

around 400 expatriates in the 
Zairean capital. 

Those who remain risk be- 
coming pawns in the struggle 
between Mr Mobutu's dying 
regime and Mr Kabila's Alliance 
of Democratic Forces. Rebel 
broadcasts have warned for- 
eigners to leave Kinshasa for 
their own safety - Mr Kabila has 
premised to take the city in 
three weeks. 

Mr Kabila has claimed Mr 
Mobutu is planning to murder 
many foreigners to provoke an 
international intervention in 
the capital, which would block 
the rebel advance. 

Whatever the truth behind 
this claim. Mr Mobutu is sus- 
pected of orchestrating tbe 
1991 and 1993 pillaging. By 
stopping the looting, which his 
soldiers had begun, he per- 
suaded Western backers like 
France and Belgium that only 
he could hold Zaire together. 

ni-discipliaed, badly trained 
and often unpaid, the aimy re- 
mains a law unto itself. 

Two weeks ago, when a group 
of Western journalists tried to 
get to the southern city of 
Lubumbashi just before it fell, 
troops at tbe airport refused to 
recognise our expensive and 

f iainstakingly assembled col- 
ection of government creden- 
tials. We were held in isolation 
at the airport overnight. 

Drunk soldiers barged in and 
out demanding to knew who we 
were and why we had come. A 
lieutenant, who seemed to be 
called Coco. left us in no doubt 
of his opinion of the Western 
press. . “Speaking to you 
frankly," he said, “if it was left 
to me I would kill yoti all now 
and bury you where your bod- 
ies would never be found." 

Coco was a talkative soul and 
as the night wore on he ex- 
pounded on the US-led, Anglo- 
Saxon. Jewish and Nflotic-Tutsi 
conspiracy to re-enslave Africa 
and bastardise the Bantu race 
by interfering with its women- 
folk. He was particularly proud 
of his warrior ancestry and his 
record in the war against Mr Ka- 
bila. "I fought at Goma in No- 
vember," he hissed, cradling his 
dirty AK-47. “I fought at 
Bukavu, at Uvira and - lately - 
at Kalemie." 

Wewanted to ask him when, 
at that rate of progress, he 
thought he would reach Cape 
Tbwn, but somehow it didn’t 
seem like such a good idea. 
Coco left us in the end, and we 
Look what sleep we could on the 
wooden benches and concrete 
floor of tbe airport lounge. 

It was cold 3nd uncomfort- 
able. But, like the people of Kin- 
shasa, at least we had the annv 
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Slow boat 
sails from 
China to 
Taiwan 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

The tumultuous courtship be- 
tween China and Taiwan moved 
from cold to warm yesterday, 
with the dispatch of the first ship 
in 4S years to sail directly from 
the Chinese mainland to the Is- 
land of Taiwan. 

China regards Taiwan as a 
renegade province, while the 
giw emmenl of Taiwan clings to 
the notion that it is the sole le- 
gitimate government of China. 
These rival claims have made 
normal relations between the 
two slates almost impossible 
since the end of the Chinese civ- 
il war in 194**. 

None the less, the rhetoric be- 
lies the reality of growing ties be- 
tween the rival Chinas. The 
agreement to restore shipping 
links, if only for transporting 
goods, marks an important stage 
in developing bilateral lies. 

The initiative for the re- 
sumption of the shipping route 
came from the Taiwan govern- 
ment in May 1995. It has taken 
almost two years for agreement 
to reach fruition. In the mean- 
time the Taiwan Strait, which 
separates the two countries, 
was transformed into a flash- 
point for war as China launched 
a series of aggressive missile tests 
in an apparent attempt to in- 
fluence the outcome of Tai- 
wan's first ever democratic pre- 
sidential election in 1995. 

The tension between the 
states was as bad as it has been 
at any time since the early 
1970s'. But the two govern- 
ments have remained commit- 
ted to a pragmatic establish- 
ment of trading and other tics. 
The business relationship be- 
tween the two slates has led to 
the establishment of invest- 
ments in China by an estimat- 
ed 30.01K) Taiwanese companies, 
pouring some SSObn (£l85bnl 
into the Chinese mainland. 


There have also been visits by 
officials an both sides of the Tai- 
wan Strait and an official body 
has been established to im- 
prove cross-straits relations. 

While economic relations 
flourish. China wages a relent- 
less war to maintain Taiwan's 
diplomatic isolation and pre- 
rents the island's government 
from establishing any kind of 
substantive bilateral relation- 
ships with other nations. 

Taiwan, for its pan, is not 
averse to engaging in activity 
which provokes China. Last 
month, Taiwan's President Lee 
Teng Hui met the Dalai Lama, 
Tiber's exiled spiritual leader. 
The Chinese Government is 
extremely sensitive about mat- 
ters related to Tibet and regards 
the Dalai Lama as one of its 
most implacable foes. 

China suspects President Lee 
is edging Taiwan away from Chi- 
nese reunification, a view sup- 
ported by dissident elements 
who have left the ruling party 
Lo join the New Party, which 
strongly advocates the reunifi- 
cation of Taiwan and China. 

There is a long way to go be- 
fore this goal can be achieved. 
More likely in die short term are 
further moves to forge links be- 
tween the two states. A. direct 
air route, for example, is under 
discussion. There are also plans 
for co-operation in protecting 
the investments of Taiwanese 
companies in China. 

The return of Hong Kong to 
Chinese rule in July presents 
opportunities and challenges 
for Taiwan and China. As mat- 
ters stand, Hong Kong serves as 
a neutral transit point between 
the* two states, but cannot re- 
main so. Some Taiwanese insti- 
tutions will withdraw from Hong 
Kong, but others will remain, 
representing the first time that 
quasi-official Taiwan govern- 
ment bodies have been repre- 
sented on Chinese so EL 




High life shared with lowland neighbours 


I first visited Paris when I was 14 years 
old with my Belgian godmother. She 
had been excited about the trip for 
days. France is the "big sister of Bel- 
gium", she repeated over and over, a 
wonderful, richly, cultured country. To 
my teenage amusement, she spent most 
of our short stay in a fury and a de- 
pression at the rudeness of the 
Parisians, which she attributed to ber 
Belgian accent. 

Parisians, of course, need no excuse 
to be rude. They are quite contentedly 
and naturally rude to one another. But 
it remains true that a Belgian visiting 
France needs a thick skin and a sense 
of humour, which fortunately many 
Belgians have. Four-wheeled Belgian 
visitors say that, as they drive through 
Paris, passers-by point at their tell-tale 
red and white number plate and dou- 
ble up with laughter. 

The u histain beige” is a staple of 
French wit, just as Irish jokes are 
thought to be funny by some in Britain. 
The Belgian joke typically presents the 
northern neighbours as crudely provin- 
cial slow or surreaJIy dotty. Why are 
Sabena pilots refusing to land at 
Charles de Gaulle airport? Because the 
runways are only’ 100 metres long but 
two kilometres wide. 

Such jokes still tend to define most 


PARIS DAYS 


French people's Anew of Belgi um , par- 
ticularly those who have never been 
near their country's northern frontier. 

As someone proud to be a half-Bel- 
gian, the nature of the Bran co-Belgian 
relationship has been in my thoughts 
recently. But not just my thoughts. 
French and Belgian relations are usu- 
ally as uneventful as the relationship 
between Bedfordshire and Northamp- 
tonshire. 

In recent weeks, however, there has 
been a series of diplo-economic spats 
between the two countries. Renault’s 
decision to dose, without warning, a 
factory near Brussels caused outrage 
in Belgium (and, to be fair, widespread 
sympathy for Belgium in France). 
The Belgian police complain that 
France refuses to take seriously a se- 
ries of cross-border investigations, in- 
cluding an extradition request for the 
French businessman. Serge Dassault 
Beyond that, there has been serious 
talk in the Belgian and French press, 
and by serious French and Belgian 
politicians, of Wrllonia rejoining 
France if the Flemish pact of the coun- 
try continues its pell-mell course to- 


wards independence. This is no 
the fantasy it might have seemed a 
years ago. 

More positively, one of the most in- 
teresting cultural events in Paris at the 
moment is art exhibition at the Grand 
Palais, off the Champs Efys^es, enti- 
tled PariS-BruxeUes, Bruxelles-Paris 
1848-1914. The exhibition traces the 
rich arid confused cultural cross-cur- 
rents - artistic, hierary. musical and ar- 
chitecture -which flawed between the 
two cities in the 60 or so^ears after 
railways brought them within a few 
hours of one another. 

• French painter^ such as Courbet and 
Manet, were encouragsd, exhibited, im- 
itated and -most importantly - bought 
in Belgium while they were still exe- 
crated in France. In the mid-century, 
practically the whole Equips nationale 
of French literature - Victor Hugo, 
Charles Baudelaire, Paul Veriaine, 
Arthur Rimbaud, St£pbane Mallarmfi 
-spent long period in Brussels escaping 
political persecution or starvation. ' 

It was m Brussels that Hugo wrote 
and published Les Mis&ables. It was in 

Belgium that the poet V erlaine <dxrt and 


wounded the poet Rimbaud and 
spent two years in jaiL Baudelaire 
scratched a kind of living ty giving read- 
ings in Belgium when no one would re- 
ward him in France. He remained 
rather poor, however and, envious of 
the sometimes crassly deployed wealth 
of the Brussels bourgeoisie, turned vi- 
ciously anti- Be Igian. lb this day, some 
' Bel gians blame him for initiating their 
unfortunate image in France. •'QuH 
avance ou quTI recule,ie beige est tou- 
jours ridicule (Going forwards or back- 
wards, a Belgian is always ridiculous)” 
-wrote the ungrateful poet 

By the fin de sfede, the artistic traf- 
fic was two way. Art Nouveau began 
in Brussels and flourished in Paris. The 
Belgian poets Emile Verhaeren and 
Maurice Maeterlinck woe lionised and 
spent long periods in France. Maeter- 
linck’s FW&as a MSisande was turned 
into an opera by Debussy. Like 
Georges Simenon, Tintin, . Jacques 
Brel and Johnny Hallyday after him, 
Maeterlinck became so popular that 
the French forgot he was not French. 

The emblematic painting in the ex- 
hibition is one showing Verhaeren and 
Maeteifinck sitting with AndrdGide and 
other Firendi writers. The composition, 
by the Belgian painter Thdo Van Rys- 
selberghe, looks ominously like a turn 


of the century prototype for the book- 
ish chat-shows which would come to 
haunt French late night television. 

The show should be compulsorv 
viewing for any hatf-wav cultured 
French person who ever cracked an 
anti-Belgian joke. But it also carries an 
important, rather tragic, message for 
those contemporary Begians who seem 
bent on dissolving their country. Over 
and over again, it is apparent that what 
attracted the French artistic elite to 
Brussels, apart from the cash, was the 
richness, the oddness, the freshness, of 
itstiual Flemish-French cultural her- 
itage. Its just this heritage which is now 
being bureaucratically, dogmatically 
and pedantically compartmentalised tw 
the present generation of politicians. 

Next week we are receiving a state 
visit from my Belgian godmother, who 
will be 90 later this year. She despairs 
of contemporary Belgium but remains 
a committed Francophile. She is look- 
ing forward to aiming, she says, because 
France is “the big sister of Belgium, a 
wonderful, richly, cultured country etc 
etc”. Her accent remains a give-away 
but least she is coming by the TG V 
high-speed train and will no! have a red 
and white numberplate. 

John Lichfield 
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Renewing your 
home insurance in 
April or May? 


If you are 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
could save with 
Saga - call us 
NOW 

SAGA Home Insurance 
could offer you genuine 
savings oxer other 
policies, while giving 
vou cover that lulls 
protects your home 
and possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 

if you find .mother 
comparable policy at 
.t lower price within 
- months of lukinc out 
SAGA Home Insurance, 
v. e u ill relund you the 
difference. 

SAGA 
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; • Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

* Discounts for home 
security 

• Free pen with your 
j quotation 


Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 
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mine for Finns 


Six years ago, when Commu- 
nism was collapsing in the for- 
mer Soviet Union and ordinary 
Russians began to visit Finland 
m significant numbers, the shoo 
signs in a town like Lappeen- 
ranta sent out an unmistakable 
message. “Only one Russian at 
a time in ibis shop." 

These days, the Finnish sus- 
picion that theft is the chief 
purpose behind Russian 
tounsm has long since passed. 


ouauicssmen ana shopkeepers 
m Lappeenranta, winch lies in 
south-east Finland, less than 15 
miles from the Russian frontier, 
now welcome Russians with 
open arms. 

Store owners have started to 
hire Russian-speaking sales as- 
sistants, and shop windows dis- 
play the sign “Service in Russian 
here’' for the benefit of the thou- 
sands of Russians who arrive 
every week. The phrase “the 
Russians are co ming - ", which 
used to strike a particularly 
sensitive chord in a country that 
was attacked twice by Stalin’s 
Soviet Union in the Second 
World War, now has almost en- 
tirely positive connotations. 

Take Tom Hultm, a Finnish 
business consul tanl who went to 
work in Switzerland in 1991 but 
moved bade to Lappeenranta 
in 1994. “When I came bade, my 
plan was just to do business with 
Western companies, but I 
quickly saw that there were 
other opportunities.'’ he said. 

“The situation here is just 
excellent. The streets are 
crowded with Russians at the 
moment. It’s cheaper for them 
to buy here than in St Peters- 
burg. There are shop owners 
who would much rather sell to 
Russians than to me because the 
Russians don't ask for a dis- 
count” 

Customs officers on the 
snowy, tree-lined, Finnish -Rnss- : 
ian frontier confirm that there 
is more human contact than 
ever before between Finns and 


Trading ties are 
now booming 
between two old 
foes, writes 

Tony Barber in 

Lappeenranta 

Russians. “In 1990, at this bor- 
der crossing alone, we had a 
total of 200, 000 people going in 
one direction or the other. Last 
year it was L16 million,’' said 
Esa Vuorinen, an inspector at 
the border checkpoint of 
Nmjamaa. 

For all the boom in Russian 
business and tourism, Finns in 

6 Shop owners 
would much 
rather sell to 
Russians 
because they 
don’t ask for a 
discount 9 




Lappeenranta have memories 
of different times. The town, 
which was founded in 1649 by 
Queen Christina of Sweden, fell 
info Russian hands in the 18th 
century. The "Bars left their 
mark by building a military 
fortress and a couple of Or- 
thodox churches, whose onion 
domes stand in sharp contrast 
to the simple Nordic architect 
tare around them. 

Then there was the Winter 
War, a dark and searing episode 
in the Finnish memory. 'Nfybarg, 
a city which was then the third 
biggest in Finland, but which is 
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now part of Rusaa and lies less 
than an hour’s drive from 
Lappeenranta, was annexed to 
“Soviet Karelia” as a result of 
the wars in 1939-40 (the Win- 
ter War ) and in 1944 that broke 
out as a result of Stalin’s hos- 
tility to Finland. 

/ About half a million people, 1 
or more than one ih ID of all 
Finns, were evacuated from ! 
the Vyborg area before the 1 
Soviet assaults. The loss of "Vy- 
borg was a natkmai tragedy, but 
one that Finos carcfuDy avoid- 
ed complaining about in the 
days when a tyrannical Com- 
munist monster continued to 
loom on the eastern border. 

It is not s ur pris i ng, then, 
that Vyborg stfl) matters to 
many Finns, even if they think 
about the lost city in a wistful 
rather than in a revanchist way. 

One elderly couple, who had 
owned a property in Vybonj be- 
fore 1939, visited it recently af- 
ter a 50-year gap and were 
deeply saddened at foe way its 
post-war Russian occupiers had 
treated their borne. “Shit on the 
walls, a horrible, horrible smell 
everywhere, and no sign that 
anybody had done anything in 
decades ro make the place took 
nice,” was their verdict. 

Nevertheless, business with 
Russia must go on. It is, in some 
ways, the only and the best op- 
tion faring the Finns. A com- 
pany such asRnrdla OY, which 
is making boilers toheat build- 
ings in Russian cities, has noth- 
ing but good things to say about 
Russia. 

“It is an enormous market 
But you must have a lot of pa- 
tience, and you have to be the 
friend of the Russian customers 
before it will all work,” said 
Hannu Janhunen, an execu- 
tive with Finrefla, which is 
rapidly expanding in Russia in 
partnership with a British com- 
pany, Hamsworthy Combus- 
tion Engineering. 

Like other Westerners, the 
Finns have plenty of terrifying 
experiences to recount when 
they talk about doing business 
in the new free-market Russia. 
One Finnish businessman was 
kidnapperi in the Siberian dty 
of Irkutsk, and his family bad to 
pay a ransom of $130,000 
(£80,000) to get him back. 

However, with their cen- 
turies-old knowledge of the 
Russian character, the Finns be- 
lieve trade with Russia can only 
get better. Veli Snndback, ex- 
ecutive vice-president with the 
Helsinki-based Nokia company, 
said: “Tve been following events 
since the collapse of the Sovi- 
et Union, ana I think an im- 
provement Iras taken place." 



People power: Members of the landless movement wielding a sickle and machete during the march on Brasilia yesterday Photograph: Reuters 

Brazilian peasants march for land 


Wttam Schoenberg 

Reuter • 

Brasilia —Landless peasants 
marched into the Brazilian 
capital to the diem of more 
than 25,000 demonstrators in 
the biggest protest faced by 
President Fernando Henriqne 
Cardoso. _ 

The demonstrators opposed 
to Mr Cardo6o*s pro-market re- 
forms braved a rainstorm to 
cheer the L500 peasants of the 
Landless Movement (MSI) as 
they filed into Brasilia’s mas- 
sive Ministries Esplanade alter 
a 750-mile march to demand 
land and Justice for colleagues 
who have lost their fives. 

“Comrades, do not give in. 
We can still dream of a better 
fature,” MST leader Joao Pe- 
dro Stedile urged protesters 
waving red flags as left-wing lu- 


minaries, trade onion leaders 
and liberal Catholic bishops 
jostled for space behind him. 

The MST has emerged as a 
new left-wing force in Brazil 
that has captured the imagina- 
tion of the public with its high- 
profile tactic of Invading and 
cultivating unnsed farmland. 

Mr Stedile said , the MST 
wonld defy calls from the gov- 


ernment to give up the occupa- 
tions which can le^ to violence. 

“There wifi be more and 
more occupations. We don’t 
expect the government to ear- 
ly out proper land reform pro- 
gramme as an act of generosi- 
ty” Mr Stedile said. 

Brazil has one of the world’s 
worst laiuJ-dLstribution ratios, 
with about half its arable land 


in the hands of 2 per cent of 
landowners. 

The straggle for land own- 
ership is also one of the main 
factors behind BrazSTs soaring 
levels of violence. More than 
100 people have been killed in 
land disputes since Mr Cardoso 
took office in Jannaxy 1995. 

Thursday’s protest marked 
the first anniversary of the 


killing by police of 19 peasants 
demanding land. The massacre 
heaped criticism from interna- 
tional rights groups on Brazil 
and spurred Mr Cardoso to de- 
clare land reform a priority, 
No one has been arrested for 
that killing, despite television 
pictures dearly showing police 
officers firing mdiscriminately 
into the crowd of protestors. 
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Citizen Caine is just the 
boyo to revive Bolshevism 


Moscow - British politics may 
have sunk into quibbling over 
different shades of grey. 

The once revolutionary 
Vfcnessa Redgrave, as reported 
on page one, may now be de- 
claring her loyalty lo the Liberal 
Democrats. But Britain can 
still nurture the occasional pi- 
oneering radical. 

Kevin Came, a 31-year-old 
from north Wales, has em- 
barked on a task more ambi- 
tious than anything whidi foe 
suits jostling for a seal in West- 
minster have to offer he s try- 
ing lo convert Russia back to 
Bolshevism. w _ . . 

• Most weekends Mr Came is 
to be found beneath the out- 


Phil Reeves on a Welsh radical who 
is harking back to the bad old past 


stretched arm of a statue of 
Lenin in foe main square of 
Yekaterinburg, an industrial 
sprawl on foe edge of foeUral 
mountains where the -winter 
temperatures can drop to -30 C 
The former mechanic, a 
bearded figure in a leather 
peaked cap, hawks copses of The 
Bolshevik newspaper and cas- 
settes of rousing North Korean 
muse to passing Russians in the 
hope that they will eventually 
turn back the dock to 1917: 

He has chosen some of the 
toughest turf in Russia: thedty : 


is Boris Yeltsin’s home town. 

It seems that Citizen Chine, 
son of an army officer, who grew 
up in a 16-room mansion, is not 
deterred. 

Rarely does a Communist 
march take place in which he is 
not seen striding along beneath 
the sea of red banners, calling 
for the payment of overdue 


to the exploitation of the work- 
ing classes. 

Like a latter-day John Reed 
— the Commnnisr author of Tin 
Days then Shook the World , 



— wtth Warren Beatty playing John Food, 

who could be a role mods* to 


played by Warren Beatty in foe 
film Reds — Mr Chine has 
permed some patriotic songs 
which he sings to foe accom- 
paniment of his synthesiser, 
along with stizzing refrains in- 
cluding “Down with Fascism! 
I want to five”. 

The story of his arrival in Rus- 
sia is as romantic as bis mission 
is far-fetched. 

He was travelling through 
Russia a few years ago when he 
met a Russian woman cm a 
train. 

They Jell in love and married, 
and he derided to stay. 

As free-maiket reforms un- 
folded - and, with them, crime 
and economic collapse - he be- 
came increasingly convinced 
that foe red flag should be 
hoisted again over Russia. 

He is no fan of the capital- 
ist Western press, but his ac- 
tivities were reported this week 
by the newspaper Komsomal- 
skaya Pravaa, whose account 
was confirmed in detail to the 
Independent by his Russian 
wife and political soulmate, 
Valentina. 

Such is die curiosity about his 
derision To swap-foe comforts 
of the West for the wDds of Rus- 
sia that two years ago a Russ- 
ian documentary-maker chose 
him as foe subject of a prize- 
winning film. The head of the 
.house, or Kevin Came in the 
country of Bolsheviks. 

“At home in England, we only 
have to press a button to warm 
up our homes,” he dedared. 

No longer. In his new home 
town outside Yekaterinburg, 


for the stove in his wooden cot- 
tage and collecting water from 
a well. 

It & unclear if be feels that 
foe return of .Communism 
would spare bun foe daily 
labour. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Professor Martin Schwarzschild 


Marlin SchwaraschiliL eminent 
theorciieal and observational as- 
tronomer- was a world leader to 
the theory of stellar structure 
and evolution and of galacuc 
struct urc. 

Besides writing other im- 
portant papers on theoretical 
and observational astronomy, he 
pioneered the use of space 
telescopes to obtain sharp pho- 
tographs from above the 
Earth's fluctuating atmosphere. 
His versatility, transparent per- 
sonal integrity, enthusiasmfor 
ideas and'skill in communica- 
tion made him a vciy effective 
advisor on scientific matters, 
both national and internation- 
al. He was a worthy son to Karl 
Schwarzschild. a father he hard- 
lv remembered. 

' Schwarzschilds early life in 
some wax's typified that of many 
other German citizens of Jew- 
ish stock. His father's family 
had lor centuries lived in the 
Frankfurt Judengasse. Fallowing 
emancipation in the 19th cen- 
tury. they entered with enthusi- 
asm into" Germany's economic, 
intellectual and cultural life. 


Karl Schwarzschild was a 
man of genius, who can fairly be 
described as the father of as- 
trophysics: in just 20-odd years 
of active research, he introduced 
many fundamental ideas and 
methods now commonplace 
among astronomers. Bui come 
1914, although past 40, and is 
spite of his distaste for mili- 
tarism, as a German Jew he felt 
morally obliged to volunteer, 
following the German army 
first into Belgium with a scien- 
tific unit, and subsequently onto 
the Eastern Front. In 1916 he 
contracted a painful skin disease 
which lolled him, but not before 
he had written his last scientif- 
ic papers, including one on bal- 
listics, and the two that are 
probably his most famous, con- 
structing exact solutions of Ein- 
stein’s general relativistic field 
equations. 

The young Martin's faint 
recollections of his father, and 
the high regard with which his 
memory was held both in his 
childhood home at Gottingen 
and in the astronomical world 
must have acted as an inspira- 


tion rather than an impedi- 
ment. But his graduation in 
physics and astronomy coin- 
cided with the political triumph 
of the Nazis, for whom his fa- 
ther's patriotism counted for lit- 
tle. Both Martin Schwarzschild 
and his elder sister Agathe 
(subsequently Professor of □as- 
sies at Duoedin in New 
Zealand) were forced into ex- 
ile. His younger brother, who re- 
mained with their “Aryan" 
mother in Gottingen, was ulti- 
mately driven to suicide. 

After a year as Research 
Fellow at Oslo and a brief vis- 
it to Britain, Schwarzschild em- 
igrated bo the United States in 
1937, becoming a citizen in 
1942, and serving as a lieutenant 
with army intelligence. After the 

war he returned at first to his 
position as Assistant Professor 
at Columbia University’s 
Rutherford Observatory. It 
showed commendable far- 
sightedness on the part of 
Princeton that when appointing 
Lyman Spitzer as Professor of 
Astronomy and successor to 
H .N. Russel] as Director of the 


Observatoty, they agreed to 
Spitzetis request that Schwarz- 
schild also be appointed. Their 
fields of work both overlapped 
and complemented each other, 
together, they built up a strong 
graduate school in theoretical 
and observational astronomy. 

Schwarzschild is probably 
best known for his seminal con- 
tributions to our understanding 
of stellar structure and evolu- 
tion. He was quick to recognise 
the power of the newly devel- 
oped electronic computers to 
deal with the rather intractable 
mathematics, and in particular 
to incorporate the complicated 
details of the input physics. The 
culmination of a long series of 
studies was a landmark paper 
written jointly with Fred Hoyle, 
“On the Evolution of Type 2 
Stars", published in 1935, which 
showed convincingly bow the 
evolution due to nuclear pro- 
cessing of initially homogeneous 
stars would lead naturally to the 
red giant sequence and the as- 
sociated short-period pulsating 
stars, as observed in the globu- 
lar dusters. But SchwarzschSd 



other main theoretical interest 


Schwarzschild: stellar structure . 


would not be satisfied with just 

he would always mtT'm- 
derstand the reasons for nu- 
merical predictions . • in 
qualitative physical terms. His 
monograph Structure and Evo- 
lution of the Stars (1958) has 
been a standard text for gener- 
ations of students of all ages. 

the same combination of 
physical insight, computation- 
al expertise and an insistence on 
precision in detail shows in his 


.rare, especially of elliptical 
galaxies. IBs skilled use of the 
computer for the construction 
of the orbits of individual stars, 
and the final use of these orbits 
for synthesizing the self- 
consistent gravitational field, 
triggered an explosion of activity 
in this .area. His other theoret- 
ical^ woric includes a seminal pa- 
per on the heating of the solar 
corona by shock waves ema- 
nating from the turbulent con- 
vection zone just below- the 


dr, he pointed out 
that optical measurements of 
the Andromeda galajy ported 
not to rigid rotation but rauier 
to a constant rotationalveloc- 
ily, subsequently confirmed by 
the radio astronomers as om- 
represent in disc-like galaxies? 
such as our own Milky 
However, Schwaizschrid s 
major contribution to observa- 

tional astronomy was probably 
Thr miph his pioneering use of 

* Aw rn-P<*lSe 



with Martin Kruskal on th e in- 
stabilities lhai bedevil laboratory 
plasmas, for example in poten- 
tial thermonuclear devices. 

Schwarzschild also made 
many important contributions 
to observational astronomy. To- 
gether with his wife Barbara, he 
drew attention to the striking 
differences in chemical com- 
position between respectively 
high- and low-velocity dwarf 
stairs, crucial to our under- 
standing of the chemical evo- 
lution of galaxies. In another 


ZZJ , 

and stellar systems. His 

scope I r 13-inch solar tele- 
scope, balloon-borne up to 
80,000 feet, was the firet in- 
strument to obtain sharp pho- 
tographs of the solar surface. 
The subsequent “Scratoscope 
IT' three-foot telescope gave 

rimflar first -of-a- kind results 
on the outerplanets andgalac- 
tic nuclei. These experiments 
were harbingers of the now fa- 
miliar Hubble Space Thlescope, 
which is set to revolutionise op- 
tical astronomy. 

It is probably no coincidence 


heart condition should have 

become terminal jj 1 * 

SEr the sudden death of Ly- 

arawss 

to an end. 

Leon Mesial 

A min Schwrzscnna. 
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University 1940-14. Assistant 
frofessor 1944-7; 

Princeton University 1947-zO, 
Higgins Professor of^Strvnorrty 
1950-79; Vice-President. Inter- 
national Astronomical Union 
1964-70; Vice-President, Am er- 
ican Astronomical Society 1967- 

ao President 1970-72: married 
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Topor was the modern enfaru 
:cniHco( French art and letters, 
a humorist whose very appear- 
ance. always bubbling over with 
sly merriment, made one laugh. 

Like his six-year-vounger fel- 
low-writer ArrobaT. whom he 
much resembled, he was short 
and leprechaun-like, giving the 
impression of constant, untiring 
activity. Like AnabaJ, he dab- 
bled in films, produced art de- 
rived from Surrealism (the 
former ordered his art by telling 
a painter exactly what he want- 
ed. while Topor was a trained 
artist), and could seldom be ac- 
cused of good taste. 

Bom in Paris in 1938, the son 
of Polish Jewish refugees, he 
spent the war in Savoy and 
eventually studied at the Ecole 
des Beaux-Aits. His father had 
been a conventional painter of 
landscapes and the son's work is 
indistinguishable from his in 
style, but very different in sub- 
ject matter. Topor’s cartoons 
appeared in many newspapers, 
most notably Liberation . Among 
the films made from his wxjrk was 
Polanski's The Tenant (1976). 

His greatest success was as a 
macabre cartoonist He used his 
work to illustrate his novels, 
plays and other writings, pro- 
duced many volumes of graph- 
ics. and exhibited his work 
widely in galleries both in 
France and abroad. His draw- 
ings in mom 1 ways resembled the 
graphic novels of Max Ernst and 



Topor. sly merriment 


the similarly grim work of the 
Alsatian artist Tomi Unger er. 
but the humour was always 
there in the absurd situations he 
depicted, many based on fan- 
tastical images of the deeper as- 
sociations of sex and erotica, 
others on pictures that linked 
mankind to the world of worms 
and insects or reptiles. Al- 
though ebullient in public, it was 
known among his friends that 
he had black periods of extreme 
depression, and the bizarre fan- 
tasies that he drew and paint- 
ed undoubtedly reflected a 
mind that brooded on death and 
decay and the many germs and 
viruses that live in our bodies. 

His novels tackled the same 
themes, cruelty and metamor- 
phosis being depicted in a mat- 
ter-of-fact, unemotional way, his 
characters Rabelaisian and his 


plots stretching the imagination 
to its limits. 

His play Vinci avail raison 
(“Leonardo was Right") was a 
farcical comedy where a police- 
man and his wife invite a col- 
league and family to spend a 
weekend in their new house, 
where the lavatories are blocked. 
Piles of excrement emerge aU 
over the bouse and only the con- 
stipated visiting policeman es- 
capes suspicion: the end of this 
unusual detective play confounds 
everyone, but at its Brussels pre- 
miere and at a public reading at 
the Ans Theatre Qub in London 
in English, not many of the au- 
dience waited for the end. 

Coprophagy is a frequent 
theme and religion a favourite 
target in much of his work. 
Givmg offence came so naturally 
to Topor that be was almost un- 
aware of the shocked reactions 
he was likely to get, as for in- 
stance from the series of 
dialogues, accompanied by 
drawmgs, examining all the pos- 
sible uses of a baby, starting by 
nailing one to your front door. 

His novels are misiamed, be- 
ing mainly a string of incidents 
depicting unusual happenings or 
strange turns of events, often be- 
ing little more than an invention 
that is easier to put into words 
than a picture. They include 
Four Roses for Luciennejoko 's 
Anniversary (which appeared 
in English), Lc Locatmre Chim- 
erique , Cafe Panique. plays, film 


Roland Topor 


scripts and a variety of small vol- 
umes, appealing to his consid- 
erable nut following. 

Reactions to him would have 
been stronger in Britain, al- 
though volumes of both graph- 
ics and prose appeared here, bur 
he never achieved the special 
reputation that he enjoyed in 
France, where the Surrealists 
had already blunted philistine 
and taste considerations. He will 
be regarded historically as a lat- 
ter day Surrealist, with his rep- 
utation as an artist likely to 
outlive his fame as a writer. 
France bas a tradition of min- 
imalist writing -Max Jacob, An- 
dre Breton, Aragon and 
Obaldia are only a few of the 

' nam es that Sprin g tn mind — hut 

'there is no British tradition 
other than a few essay writers 
like Charles Lamb. In any case, 
few modem European writers 
are read in Britain these days. 

At the age of 59 Topor suf- 
fered a massive stroke and 
brain haemorrhage, having ap- 
peared until then in the best of 
health. In person he was gen- 
erous and warm with a large 
body of friends, who, although 
they were aware of his blade 
moods, never bad to suffer 
from them; 

John Calder 

Roland Topor, artist and writer: 
bom Paris 7 January 1938, mar- 
ried (three children); died Paris 
16 April 1997. 



Topor was a l aUenla y Surrealist who always used humour in the absurd situations he depicted and could seldom be accused of good taste 
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Harry Ashley 



AsWer. the steps of WHfiam Bwnes 


Harry Ashley was a photogra- 
pher and popular historian of 
Dorset as well as an authority 
on the dialect poet William 
Barnes. 

He discovered the beauty of 
Dorset in 1936. when he became 
a photographer on the Dorset 
County Chronicle. He liked to 
recall that an earlier contribu- 
tor was Thomas Hardy. The 
young Ashley soon moved to the 
Echo m Bournemouth where, 
having opted to return after the 
Second World War, he became 
the much respected chief pho- 
tographer serving a total of 
4(1 years. 

As an RAF Official War 
Photographer he provided 


Britain with the first pictures of 
the fall of Mandalay and Sin- 
gapore. He was twice shot down 
and when it was friendly fire 
he was out of the plane in sec- 
onds to photograph the downed 
aircraft 

Peacetime in Bournemouth 
was not dulL In 1946 he was the 
first on the scene in Branksome 
Dene Chine when police dis- 
covered by moonlight the mu- 
tilated body of the ex-Wren 
Doreen Marshall She had been 
murdered by Neville Heath 
who is now depicted in 
Madame Tussaud’s chamber of 
horrors. The body had re- 
mained undetected under a 
rhododendron bush for sever- 


al days because the town police 
force only searched as far as the 
borough boundary dividing the 
valley. Ashley never walked 
that path a g a i n. 

He photographed royalty and 
the stare but unknown to many 
readers be was never able to 
photograph the town's greatest 
annual event Beales depart- 
ment store was the first shop in 
the world to have Fhther Christ- 
mas in residence. His arrival, un- 
til as recently as 1964, was like 
a royal visit with streets closed 
and extra police on duty. For 15 
years. Hairy Ashley was the very 
convincing Father Christmas 
welcomed at Bournemouth 
Central Station and driven in a 


horse-drawn carriage at the cli- 
max of a long procession to the 
store where he made a balcony 
appearance. 

Such serious parades are 
now only found abroad, notably 
in Holland where St Nicholas is 
welcomed, and Bournemouth’s 
version had a similar atmos- 
phere. Ashley's girth and per- 
sonality were perfect for the task 
which he admitted was “in- 
creasingly traumatic and emo- 
tional" as requests for special 
waves for sick children at dif- 
ferent points on the route 
poured in. 

Of course, someone else was 
enthroned in the store for the 
next few weeks. Ashley liked to 


recall spending one snowy 
Christmas Eve evening at the 
White Hart in Stunnioster 
Newton. A butcher, baker and 
blacksmith had called for a 
drink and across the narrow 
street, children were gathered 
around the old cross singing car- 
ols. This hedaimed, “children 
did when the dialect poet 
William Barnes went to school 
here, more than 150 years be- 
fore.” 

Ashley was a founder mem- 
ber of the Wiliam Barnes So- 
ciety and author of In The Steps 
of WHBam Barnes (1972) whose 
name is still known in the coun- 
ty almost as well as Hardy 
through Ashley’s champkming. 


On Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Eve, he would join fel- 
low Spartans, all-year-round 
swimmers, for a dip in Poole 
Bay. As Yachting Monthly's 
Poole Harbour Correspondent, 
he was able to highlight the in- 
terests of one of the largest nat- 
ural harbours in the world, 
where he was instrumental in 
giving the ancient and largely ig- 
nored custom of Beating the 
Harbour Bounds a high profile. 
He enjoyed not only planning 
the land and water event, but 
also dressing up and perform- 
ing as an exuberant Pbole Pirate. 

Many Dorset customs have 
been recorded in his numerous 
books such as The Dorset Village 


Book (1984) and The Dorset 
Coast: history, lore & legend 
(1992). He travelled more than 
2,000 miles around the country 
just for his Dorset Inns book 
( 1986) published ten years ago. 
His twice reprinted Dorset: a 
portrait in colour ( 1 986) was an 
opportunity for him to return to 
sites originally photographed in 
black and white, his favourite 
medium, during half a century. 

Leigh Hatts 

Harry William Ashley, photog- 
rapher and author bom Wey- 
mouth 16 June 1917; married 
1939 Betty Jordan (one son); 
died Christchurch, Dorset 29 
March 1997. 
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MARRIAGES 
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VnniHUUTDU DlN for liueiic BIRTHS. 
MVRK1ACE.S \ DEATHS should be 
in writing to ihr Uu/riu- Edilor, 
The Indvpcndnrt. I < \uehLi Square. Ca- 
tun Wharf, Luudnn £14 SDL, trlr- 
Pfoued to 0171 - 29.1 201 ! or faud t 0 
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J liar iVvT rdra ». OTHER Uazrtlr an- 
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:t line. VAT CMPJ. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Dukr of Vucfc. Patten. Fiyhl 
' ''jv?' Iht OpmUjirlTTHHlc Ev- 

Y’“ :> - -K Vniam.ll EOuNtrtt IVntit*. 

'.'iPT'iijhaQ. Primr EdmnLrn.-dLkni.4l. 

• -...■p'li-n MlitnvUK ihL-pn.-niMte 

i!.m i— ' 5«tn |i iK- Njitnm.il Vulh 
M--v >i:i <■: friti h'riiuidi Cathedral. 

TOMORROW: The 
Cuttti tarn- shv mIuic ai rhe M 
' :j ' Vai.hk- -r Oiv.n’, Naunls in the 
WusUit Cwli\ 
I'hanpine of the Guard 

IllUW: Ik HKini'lh'liIi jisln Mi null - 
kJ Kk-.'in.iii minimi, tfo- Oucvn\ Life 
Florae Uunh Mam: l*i Bai- 
Th-" kin at Rk-prmnu m Wak> 
-ni«-4rj» She L/ur.-n's Guard .it Bucfcwg. 
luaa Palace. 1 1 .‘kLua.Hmd pmvklcd tn the 
Cyldw.ir. Giut Ji. TOMORROW: The 
i Laijln Mouateil Regiment 

~ win if* Oueva\ Lite Guaiil ji Hnnr 
tiaards (Ham: BaiisilRn Scots Giuiih 

she (.hievti's GilitiL a: Baching, 
ham Palm. 1 lA^m. hind {minded hi- the 
t. -U* : n: .iks l 'fiuuK. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr M-T. G. Cobb 
and Miss C. L. Chegwin 
The ragagernent is announced be- 
tween Matthew, only son of the Rev 
and Mrs Peter Cobb, of Til-y-coed, 
Monmouthshire, and Celia, oniy 
ilu lighter of Mr and Mrs Robert 
Chegwin. of CVncoed, Cardiff. 

Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr William BaiQie, painter 
and president. Royal Scottish Acad- 
emy, 74; The Most Rev Luigi Bar- 
hariin. Apostolic Pro-Nuncio, 75: 
Miss Sue Barker, tennis player. 41; 
Mr Algy Guff, chairman and chief 
executive. GufI Mining. 57; Mr 
Adrian Coles, di recto r-gcneral. 
Building Societies Association, 43; 
Mr Tim Cuny, actor. 51; Mr Glyn 
England, farmer chair man, Wind- 
duMcr Ltd, 76; Sir Cyril English, cd- 
ucaiionisi, 84; Mr Trevor Francis, 
fivihallur, 43; Sir Denis Henrv, a 
Lord Justice of Appeal, 66; Sir John 
Hnrlock, Professor of Engineering. 
Open Univeniiy, 69; Mrs Margo 
MacDonald, broadcaster, 53; Mr 
Dudley Moore, actor. 62; Mr 
Garfield Morgan, actor. 66; Mr 
Hugh O'Brian, actor, 72; Mr Murray 
Ptrahia. pianist, 50; Mr Alan Price, 
anger. Sir John Roch, a Lord Jos- 
iKert Appeal. 63; M Michel Roux, 
chef tie cuisine, 5b: Mr Peter Scotl 
QC, 6i Mr Wilf Stevenson, director, 
British Film Institute, SO: Miss Ruby 
Wax, actress, writer and television 
preseniw, 44; Mr Philip Wroughton. 
Lord-Lieutenant for Berkshire, 64. 

TOMORROW; Professor Derek 
Bowel t OC, former president. 
Queens' College, Cambridge, 70; 
Mr Michael Brandon, actor, 5i Mr 
Ray Brooks, actor, 5S; Sir Geoffrey 
ChippcifickL former dvil servant, 64; 
The Right Rev Frederick Darwent, 
former Bishop of Aberdeen and 


Orkney, 70; Mr Richard de Lange, 
c h airma n and managing director. 
Philips Electronics UK, 52; Maj-Gen 
Sir Charles Dunphic. former chair- 
man, Vickers, 95; Miss Nina Fbch, ac- 
tress, 73: Mr Graeme Fowier, 
cricketer, 40; Sir Arnold France, 
former ch.xi nn.ni, Board of Inland 
Revenue, 86; Mr John Eliot Gar- 
diner, conductor, 54; Mr Maurido 
Gugelmin. racing driver, 34: Mr 
Ptuil Heiney, writer and broadcast- 
er. 48; Miss Louise Jameson, actress, 
46; Mr Andrew Jaspan. former edi- 
tor. the Ohsentr, 45; Sir Antony Jay, 
author and scriptwriter. 67; Mr Ed- 
die Kulukundis, theatrical producer, 
65; Miss Jessica Lange, actress, 4S; 
Mr Nicholas Lyndhuist. aaor. 36; Mr 
Ryan O’Neal actor. 56; Mr Rodger 
Pannone. solicitor, and former pres- 
ident of the Law Society of Englarid 
and Wales, 54; Mr Leslie PtnUqK, ac- 
tor, 73; Sir John Quidte, agricultur- 
ist, 75; Mr Richard Rhodes. 
Headmaster, Rossall School, Lan- 
cashire, 55: Mr Christopher Robin- 
son, organist and director of music. 
St John's College, Cambridge, 61; Mr 
Peter Snow, broadcaster, 59; Miss 
Jean Southworth QC, chairman. Po- 
lice Discipline Appeals Tribunal, 1 1 ; 
Mr Luther Vandross, soul singer, 46; 
Air Marshal Sir Richard Wake ford, 
75; Mr Hetuy Wrong, director, Eu- 
ropean Ans Foundation, 67. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births laden Ldvy-Bruhl, 
philosopher, 1857; Jayne Mansfield, 
actress, 1933. Deaths; Anton van 
Diemen, colonial administrator, 
1645; George Gordon Noel Byron, 
Lord Byres, poet, 1834; Benjamin 
DisraeS. Ear! of Beaconsfidd, states- 
man and novelist, 1881; Charles 
Robert Darwin, biologist, 1BS2; 
Frankie Howerd, comedian. 1993. On 
this day: Sir Emms Drake sailed into 
the harbour of Cadiz and sank the 
Spanish fleet at harbour- “singeing 
the King of Spain's beard". 1587; 


Prince Rainier m of Monaco mar- 
ried the actress Grace Kelly. J956. 
Tbday is the Feast Day of St Alpbege 
or Elphegc of Canterbury, St Expe- 
dites, St Geroldos and St Leo DC, 
Pope. 

TOMORROW: Births: Adolf HUlex, 
dictator, 1889; Harold Lloyd, come- 
dian, 1893; Joan Mird, abstract 
painter, 1893. Deaths: Antonio 
Canaletto, painter, 1768; Abraham 
(Brum) Stoker, theatre m-mager and 
author atDmada, 1912. On this day: 
Captain James Cook discovered 
New South Wales, Australia, 1770; 
President Richard Nixon announced 

that 150,000 troops would be with- 
drawn from Vietnam, 1970. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Agnes of Mon- 
lepulciano, St Caedwalia, St Hflde- 
gund, St Marcellinus of Embron, St 
Martian or Marian of Anxetre and 
St Peter of Verona. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National GaDcxy: Julia Tbzcr, "Cru- 
elty and Kindness (Si): Paris de 
Chavannes, The Beheading of Sami 
John the Baptist", 12pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum Linda 
Woolley, "Dead Softly: shoes and 
boots Emm the V&As Collection”, 
230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Ingenious Additions to Orthodox 
Techniques", lpm. 

British Museum: Loma Oakes, 
“Sumerian Cl ties", 1.15pm. 

Royal Academy of Arts, London 
Wl: Pinos and Jake Cha pman, John 
Stezaker. Sarah Kent, "Monstrosity 
and Sexuality”, 7poL 
TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
"Scales of Success; miniature to 
monumental", 230pm. 

National Portrait GaGery: Sally Brad- 
shaw, Timolhy West and Michael 

H a s la m , "George Frideric Handel: 
the man and his moste”, 3pm. 


The power of praying by numbers 


There is that moment in countless films 
when our hero is lying on the operating 
table. The blips from the monitor in the 
comer begin to falter. “We’re losing him. 
Dr Ferguson, we're losing him!” Beads of 

S iration a ppea r on the surgeon’s 
led brow. "There’s one last thing I 
can by: but m need your help, nurse.” 
What that last thing is I never know. 
Since the age of six I have fainted at the 
very mention of blood, and my eyes will 
have been dosed long before this scene 
began. So for all I know, the operating 
theatre staff assume an attitude of prayer, 
on their knees around the endangered pa- 
tient Miraculously, this being the movies, 
the blip starts up again. 

This being real life, though, what hap- 
pens when, a similar technique is at- 
tempted? We mi g ht soon be able to find 
out The Ibrnpleton Foundation, an or- 
ganisation set up by a Wail Street mil- 
lionaire to fund progress in religion, is 
sponsoring an experiment to judge the ef- 
fect of prayer on heart patients in three 
Axnericanhc^italaTxw)gKaipsof600pa- 
tteols will be told tbat^ they might be prayed 
for, though only one group actually will 
be, A third group will know that they are 
being prayed for. The medical staff will 
be kept in die dark, merely keeping a 
record of all the patients’ progress over 
a two-year period. 

There are several methodological prob- 
lems for the research team to overcome. 
Hie first, which I should have thought 
pretty basic, is the lack of a fourth, con- 
trol group, made up of 600 people who 
believe they are not being prayed for and 
don’t particularly want to be. Otherwise 
the effect of believing that one is possi- 
bly being prayed for cannot be gauged. 


faithfh 


reason 


An experiment to discover if 
prayer aids the recovery of heart 
patients may well prove positive, 
argues Paul Handley, editor of the 
Church Times, but other krnH<; of 
healing are fust as impor tant 

Second, there is what the researchers 
call disparagingly, “background noise”, 
meaning extraneous prayers from the pa- 
tients and their relatives. This being the 

case, the experiment will be measuring the 

effect, not of the presence or absence of 
prayer, but of different degrees of prayer. 

Another, slight, worry for the research 
team is that their activities might just in- 
cur divine displeasure. “Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test,” said Moses, 
quoted by Jesus in the wilderness, or, as 
Alexander Pope put it, rather more ele- 
gantly, “presume not God to scan”. Per- 
haps they need to make clear that this is 

a statistical experiment, not a challenge, 
and no patients will be put at risk in or- 
der to goad God into intervening. 

Despite all this, my prediction is that 
toe experiment will suggest that prayer 

does work. Those who know they are be- 

im prayedfor wfll score, say, 20 per cent 
higher on whatever scale isused: survival 
rate, speed of recovery, etc. Those who 
have been prayed for without their knowl- 
edge will senrp 1*5 nor rum k:.u rv- . 


is not quite wild speculation. A similar 
periment with heart patients in the a 
1980s is reported to have shown that 
prayed-for patients did si gnifican tly 1 
ter “on several outcome measures”. 

But if so, what will be the cor 
quences? The first, this being Amer 

IQ that thri imainrwt rulnf^inn 


will sue the researchers for neglige: 
The second is that researchers will re 
a fai living attempting to pinpoint wl 
types of prayer were the ones i 
worked, and then trying ihem on dii 
ent diseases. The third is that an ei 
group will try to “mormonise” the wc 
collecting the names and biographical 
tails of whole nations in order to I 
everybody for Christ. 

Finally another group, with me i 
will ask these mterceders just what I 
intend to do to support the hundred 
thousands of people, in developing cc 
fries, for instance, whose lives they 1 
extended by their prayers. For if Got 
vites us to partidpaie in one part of 
recreating and reaming 
118 10 share in the wl 


preventing bloodshed, trading fai 
might be more the sort of healing thai 
had m mind. * 

and the means of death an 

of GocTs purpose for US afl. Whether p 

^“Penment that n 
this uncomfortable fact more diffic 
grasp, by suggesting a miraculous : 
native, does nobody any good 


_ h 4 - lUlVJWr — 

edge will score 15 per ceo t higher. This 
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The Tories’ puerile propaganda demeans us all 


of ™es schoolboys snig- 

SfflSBSSSSS«£ 

^Affaasssisa 

S , =“9Si"«S5S 

you wui agree - who was going to be “man" 
enough to take on the Prussian Goliath. What 
a farrago. What a welter of sexual innuendo, 

oermanopbobia and nationalist posturing. 

of political imagining, Edwina 
C ume s judgement was spot on. “Puerile;’’ she 
™i? h< L nil ^ ht have added, this is the politics 
ot little English boys in short trousers. But this 
stunt is not to be written off as just another jolly 
jape. How a political party goes about getting 
elected, or re-elected, is not a private matter. 
Images stick. What is said and done in Britain 
registers abroad, in banks and stock erphanpyg 
as well as foreign offices and party headquar- 
ters. People in other countries might rntyfoy* 
the outpourings of a desperate party with the 
general views of British people and in that way 
Tory tactical opportunism taints us afl. 

As for the “dummy”, Tony Blair can take 
care of himself. However be is portrayed, big 
or small, he has the hustings on which to 


speak and a publicity machine to amplify his 
voice. If he has any sense he will not stoop to 
the Tories’ level, but in the face of the provo- 
cation of their advertisement showing him as 
a diminutive puppet sitting on Chancellor 
Kohl’s knee, he has every right to respond in 
kind. Perhaps tins Tbryplqy wiU inject some- 
thing into Labour’s campaign that has hith- 
erto been missing — anger. 

But for the German leader, there is no 
ready come-back. The Federal Republic’s 
embassy in London is polite, far too polite. 
In Bonn they prefer the “cool” line, dismiss- 
ing both tabloid and Tbry attacks on Germany 
as mere eccentricities. Yet they too ought to 
be apgry. That the Christian Social Union or 
the Christian Democrats would ever portray 
a foreign leader in their electoral posters and 
advertisements is inconceivable. And that 
point can be generalised. In what other 
Western country would a contender for 
national office coldly and deliberately insult 
the head of state of a friendly neighbour? 

The point is not that the Christian Democ- 
rats and the Conservatives are both right-of- 
centre parties and have in the past co-operated 
in the European Parliament; nor even that it 
is barely four weeks since the Foreign Secre- 
tary Malcolm Rifitind was in Bonn addressing 
the CDLFs think-tank as if talking to kindred 
spirits. All that says is the latter-day Tbry party 
has no manners; it is the impolite party. 



What is going on here is the substitution 
of stereotype for argument, propaganda for 
reasoned discussion. The Conservatives do 
have substantive differences with the CDU 
and its leader. Chancellor Kohl. John Major 
et al disagree with his views on the develop- 
ment of the European Union. All that is 
understood. But it should lead to engagement, 
debate, the exchange of perspectives, not to 
personalisation of the kind represented by this 
advertisement. Such failure to argue is a mark 
of the Conservatives’ political decadence. 
(Perhaps it also demonstrates their conviction 
that they have indeed lost the election. For 
what party, knowing it might within weeks 
have to en gag e with Chancellor Kohl across 
negotiating tables in Maastricht and Ams- 
terdam, would insult him in this way?) 

You do not have to be a Freudian to read 
into this portrayal of the Chancellor and the 
German nation elements of some primitive 
fear in Tory guts about being swallowed up. 
The Tories, an analyst fresh from reading the 
Grimm Brothers migh t say, fear becoming the 
giant’s supper. They focus their anxieties on 
a superhuman figure ... but too much of that 
and we could sound like Leo Abse. More pro- 
saically and more dangerously, what this 
advertisement bears witness to* is the Con- 
servatives' failure to emancipate themselves 
from the din ging mud of wartime history. 
Here are echoes of that old, British miiitaiy 


identity which is such a ready source of assur- 
ance for those who fear the present. Put a 
Pickelhauhc on Helmut Kohl's head (some- 
thing readers of the advertisement are dearly 
being invited to do) and evciything falls into 
place. Hell eat your babies and. given half a 
chance, shoot Edith Cavell. Britain triumphed 
against the Hun, against Hitler and will tri- 
umph again against Helmut! 

This is the thought process of people who, 
at some level, fear themselves. They certainly 
do not trust in the capacity of Britain to meet 
the diplomatic, financial and commercial 
challenges of ihe next few years. There is 
something unmanly about all this, using that 
word in its old-fashioned sense. 

Conservatives, in extremis, have behaved 
badly before. The great Churchill, in 1945. was 
not above hysterically warning that Clement 
Attlee would head a Gestapo If Labour were 
elected. Conservative high command con- 
doned if it did not itself instigate the notori- 
ous forged Zinoviev letter in 1924. A crudely 
executed newspaper advertisement hardly 
compares, except that never before would the 
Conservatives have so exposed their weakness. 
Would Margaret Thatcher ever have approved 
a public display of insecurity? Whatever she 
might have said in private about the Germans, 
she would surely never have exposed her party 
to the charge that the Tory posture on Europe 
is one of fear as well as loathing. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Ministers’ children give clue to our unfair school system 

Sin Your election report “Heseltine which they have responsibility will be paying fees between £1,500 and them and the state of 


Sin Your election report “Heseltine 
seeks slate schools fit for lories'* (16 
April) struck a chord. Mr Heseltine 
asserts: “The important thing is that 
we are setting targets nationally for 
this country to be at the top of world 
education levels". Thus, presumably, 
all state schools will provide 
education of such excellence that the 
private sector will wither on the vine. 

The chord which struck was school 
fees. The information on the fees 
cabinet ministers pay to keep their 
children out of the state system for 


which they have responsibility wiU be 
alien music to the ears of the parents 
of the school in which I teach. Our 
school, serving areas of high 
unemployment and multiple 
deprivation but high in teacher 
commitment and parental esteem, is 
about to close as a consequence of 
government cuts. The cost of each 
pupil’s education is £800 per term. 

We are deemed uneconomic. Ours 
is the uneconomic cost of addressing 
the needs of die seriously 
disadvantaged. Cabinet ministers are 


paying fees between £1,500 and 
£4,600 per term to address the needs 
of the already significantly 
advantaged. If they are genuinely 
interested in setting targets of 
excellence ministers might begin by 
setting fending targets for the 
disadvantaged at levels closer to 
those of the advantaged. 

Daniel McDonald 
Dundee 

Sin Where politicians send then- 
children probably says more about 


them and the state of the nation 
than one day's worth of 
electioneering. I was fortunate 
enough to attend school with Peter 
Kohl, the son of the German 
Federal Chancellor. 

You might wonder how much ivy 
parents had to fork out so I could 
attend this august institution. The 
answer is, nothing: the Iieselotie- 
G ymnasmm is our local state-run 
grammar school 
ALFRED RINALDI 
London SEl 


guardians of Sir Denis Mahon’s . 


Art without the mysticism 

Sir XohnPope-Hennessey’s idea. 

April Qse of life masks in 
portrait busts introduced “an 
interpretative element", and the 
latter’s gloss that “it forced the artist 
to give the depicted body a souT, is . 
typical art-speak mysticism. 

The point about merely 
reproducing the shapes of “ready- 
mades" no matter the materials . 
used, is whether it is really inventive, 
and shows anything of deep 
importance and interest, when it 
ducks the hard-won lessons and 
insights - inefnding those about 
perception itself - acquired through 
the observational and analytical 
demands usually associated with 
artistic practice, and notably with 
painting and drawing skills. 

Nowadays, the literal copying of 
sources or references, as in casts and . 

“academic” art, isapoor device for 

addressing, and casting light on, our 
complex, social, cultural, ideological, 
landscape. The artistic bankruptcy of 
the jelly-mould, pseudo avant garde - 
Antony Gormley, Rachel Whiteread, 

Marc Qumn etc. - is that it relies on an 

easy and limited formula, and on the^ 
facile principle of ‘‘defamiliarisation’’ 
or “making strange”. This 
convenientiv skirts the more difficult, 
discriminating, but complementary, 
task of familiarising the viewer with 
unfamiliar things that matter-new 
and perceptive ideas, experience. 

DAVID RODWAY 
Lecturer m Art and Philosophy 
Kensington and Chelsea College 
London SWHJ 

Sin David Lister (“When treasure 

becomes a burden", 16 April) 

questions whether “it makes long- 
term practical sense" to honour 
icily the terras of a bequest, as 


stn 


Collections Fimd basa cJe&rvieW on 
this.. 

We firmly believe that, as long as it 
is possible, the clearly expressed • 
stipulations of a testator should be 
respected: such acts of generosity 
cannot be taken for granted. There 
really is a danger that (to nse David 
Lister's words) “bequests to British 
galleries might dry up, if benefactors 
fear that their dying wishes will be 
overturned”. 

Sir NICHOLAS GOODISON 
Chairman 

The National Art CoDecaons Fund 
London SW7 

Sir Your correspondent Mr 
Voremberg (letter, 16 April) has got 
his facts wrong about access to the • 
Government Art Collection (GAC). 

The GAC is a working collection 
of some 12,000 works of art on view 
in 500 government buildings in 300 
cities at home and abroad. Al any 
one time between 75 and 80 per cent 
are on display, serving the national 
interest by showing British cultural 
achievements to a wide and 
international audience. 

Individual works in the collection 
can be viewed by interested persons, 
by appointment, on the same basis as 
the listedworks in private hands 
abontwhicb Mr Voreroberg wrote. 
Indeed GAC staff will make every 
effort to obtam viewing access to 
GAC works in British embassies 
abroad, subject to common-sense 
considerations of security. 
JOHNTUSA 
Chairman 

Advisory Committee on the 
Government Art Collection 
Department of National Heritage 
LcmdonWl 



Ruthless gangster: magpies are flourishing as other birds decline 

Save songbirds from hedgerow killer 


Sin The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds and the British 
Trust for Ornithology should be 
concerned about the decline in the 
populations of our native song and 
other birds (.report, 16 April)." 

While pesticides should take some 
of the blame, why do none of the 
people who carry ont these 
population surveys notice that the 
loss in small native birds seems to be 
balanced, if not out-performed by the 
huge rise in the magpie population? 
Magpies have become as common as 
any bird in towns and cities and 
ruthlessly destroy other birds' eggs 


and eat their young. I have watched 
the five magpies who now visit my 
garden in a gang systematically 
“work” a hedgerow and eradicate 
other birds' young. 

The old poem said “one for 
sorrow”. If I were a bullfinch, green 
finch or any other native nesting bird, 
seeing only one magpie would fill me 
with positive relief. When will the 
RSPB and BTO stop sitting around 
measuring population falls and take 
radical action to encourage a cull of 
the magpie population? 

SG ARMSTRONG 
OtfonLKcru 


National Theatre 
tours the world 

Sir: I fail lo understand how the 
National can be said to be 
-upslageJ" by the RSC U»r phra 

(report 16 April). By 
WWW will have iou^fo-l T 
Scale productions to 15 v f nu f* ® 
Sand, Wales and SeoUand^d 

fom-otherproducttoMioHotad. 

Greece. Germany and Ireland, we 
will also have mounted a weN - 
week world tour, staged two 
productions in New York, and 
toured a small-scale production to 

19 theatres in Britain. ... 

- In addition, we are responsible 
for BT National Connections, a 
partnership scheme with 10 

Cotteslbe in July. . 

, I don't koo»MflbJ5 af^ty 

nation 

theatre companies- 
Sir RICHARD EYRE 

Artistic l^vctttr 

Renal National Theatre 
London SEl 


Standing up for exploited garment workers 


Sin We welcome thenews (report 15 
April) that a US presidential task 
force, which includes major US . . 
names such 3S Nike and Liz 
Claiborne, has become involved in 
drawing up a code of employment 
conduct to end the worst abuses of 
workers in the garment industry. 

ikde union research has uncovered 
terrible practices carried out in ^ 

factories in Central America acoAsa 
which include punishing women by 
forcing them to stand with chairs 
above their beads for hours on end, or 
jnaJang them work 34-hour shifts 
without pay. Unfortunately these types 

of practices are afl too common. 


A Code of Conduct based ou 
international labour standards is a 
step in the right direction, but in 
• order to operate properly must be 
independently monitored, and the 
trade unions which represent the 
workers at the factories must be 
involved. Current schemes where 
' “independent” monitoring teams 
visit factories in the presence of 
company management to quiz 
workers about their rights, and then 
go bade and report that they have no 
complaints, are dearly not 
adequate. 

The key question will be in the 
details of how the monitoring is 


carried out. and who wfll vet the 
monitors. If major multinationals arc 
serious in their attempts to clean up 
the industry, trade unions must have 
a role in setting up tbe system, and 
the Internationa] Labour 
Organisation's technical assistance 
must be brought in to advise. This 
will help to guarantee consumers and 
the public that thegoods they buy are 
being made under decent working 
conditions. 

BILL JORDAN 
General Secretory 
International Confederation 
o f Free Trade Unions 
Brussels 


Don’t blame us Pagans for vandalism in church 

Sir I was surprised at the tone of ' Crowborouglr for this idesecration 

^rt“Pagan worship of their sacred place. I can o- 

KSdin churdT. (16 April). conjecture who might be 

not ann-ChriSan or responsible- Satamsts are a 

We tend to possibility, and are an anti-Christian 

^hfoTv^S^herpIaces St. (We cannot worship the Devil . f 

worship in woote since he is part of a Christian Pagan Federation National 

mythostfiatwedonot follow.) SjStepmon 

; Alternative*, it could be bad old- . London WC1 


Crowborough for this desecration fashioned vandalism. Either way, it 
of their sacred place. I can only ' is unlikely that Pagans would be 

conjecture who might be breaking one of our three most 

— n«* a cherished principles - “and it hp 


harm 


□one . 

PETE JENNINGS 


— ■^ W h fl addns«dtoL^«tod*E dil ®'» n “ I, « , epwd«il,OiieCaaad*SqnarE.CaBai7WhartL«M 

Letters snoiuflws 2056; e-mail: lettt«@tod q >end e ntxaiik) and include a daytime telephone nambet 

LrtJertinay be edited for tag* *nd dari& "We rape! we are usable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


Shocked by this 
farcical election 


Sin As a 19-y ear-old 1 will be voting 
for tbe first time and I want to make 
an informed choice. Foolishly, I 
thought one of the best ways to do 
this would be to watch the party 
election broadcasts on the television 
and discover what the parties bad to 
offer. 

Instead I find a slanging match. 
When I thought things couldn't get 
any worse I discovered that a 
“‘chicken” had been stalking Tony 
Blair. (Isn’t there a law against that 
sort of thing?) 

The 1997 election is a farce, which 
does not bode well for the next four 
years, no matter which party is 
victorious. 

GILLIAN MARY BUZZARD 
Leeds 

Sir. I would vote for whichever party 
banned those infuriating little stickers 
which are glued on all apples. 

PETER M SCOTT 
Watford, Hertfordshire 


Union Flag flies 
over the Pacific 

Sin The report (16 April) on the 
saga ofTlrvalu's Sag contains a 
serious error. Alrhough tbe former 
Latasi government changed tbe 
national flag, abandoning the one 
which incorporated the Union Fag. 
it did not drop the Queen as 
Tuvalu’s head of state. And the 
original flag- now restored - has 
not a yellow background but a light 
blue one. 

Apropos of flags, it is remarkable 
that although, following the military 
coups in 1987, Fiji became a republic 
and its Commonwealth membership 
lapsed, the Union Flag has firm!, 
remained in the corner of the 
national flag - and, moreover, the 
Queen’s bead has teen retained on 
Fiji’s currency. Their retention 
carries a wistful political message, 
reflecting the strong sentiments of 
respect and affection for their former 
Sovereign still felt by the people of 
FijL 

ROGER BARLTROP 
Pacific Islands Society 

Hurstpierpoint , 

West Sussex 


Class-ridden trains 
from the airport 

Sin Tbe good news is that National 
Express, as operator of Gatwick 
Express, has ordered £100m worth 
of new trains (report, 15 April). The 
bad news is that the operator 
proposes to segregate the 
passengers into three classes for a 
25-minute run. The present two- 
class system already causes enough 
confusion among visitors unfamiliar 
with our preoccupation with 
unnecessary class distinctions. This 
service, at least, should be one- 
class. 

A train is not a plane, and should 
not pretend to be; the relaxed, open 
environment of a well-designed train 
should come as a welcome contrast 
to the relatively cramped conditions 
of an aircraft. The last thing a 
passenger wants when trying to 
unwind after a flight is more of the 
same. 

DAVID MARKHAM 
London NS 


Saintly tally 

Sir: VW Kilmer (“Latter Day Saint”. 
17 April) is not the third actor to play 
Simon Templar. You are forgetting 
George Sanders at least. 

JOHN THOMPSON 
Maghull, 

Merseyside 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


T here has been much 
criticism, not least in 
these pages, about The 
Observers sacking of Will Self, 
the gaunt and sometime drug- 
abusing novelist: Suzanne 
Moore made an eloquent argu- 
ment on his behalf, and as 
someone who uses him as a 
babysitter, she should know. 
And yet. I am not so sure. My 
problem is not that I think 
journalists should be people of 

r tless reputation - rather 
reverse - but that the whole 
culture which links drink 'n' 
drugs to fine writing has such 
a rotten record. 

On the literary side, there 
are very few serious druggies 
who are readable. From the 
enormously tedious de 
Quincey to the grotesquely 
overrated William Burroughs, 
via iheparhetic decline of F 
Scott Fitzgerald, drug habits 
have more often tended to 
ruin potentially great writers 
than make them. Good writing 
lends to involve huge concen- 
tration and long hours of grind- 
ingly hard work, not the few 
brilliant phrases flung down in 
the middle of the night of the 
drug-artisl myth. 1 thought 
Trainspotting by Irvine Welsh 
was very good, but then again 
I suspect the man had a secret 
and hidden habit - sitting down 
at a table for many hours at a 
time with copious supplies of 
paper, tea and loast. (Given his 
reputation, I guess that's a 
serious libel.) 

You may object; but Self has 
teen fired’ as a journalist, and 
when has journalism ever had 
anything to do with fine writ- 
ing? Riir point, oh Reader, 
tbough there are a fair few 
phrase-spinners in the trade 
even so. Bui even journalism 
has improved since the days 
when serious alcohol abuse 
from 11am onwards was con- 
sidered a necessary qualifica- 
tion. Journalistic romantics 
who look back fondly on the 
days when would-be Brendan 
Behans poured out of Reel 
Street pubs to spin some golden 
paragraphs should go back and 
look at what actually got writ- 
ten. The “pissed old hack” of 
Private Eye fame produced 
golden streams, no doubt, but 
rarely, I fear, of prose. 

Tbe best campaign comment 
so far comes from a fine writer 
and wit whose indulgences 


have not. so far as 1 know, been 
chiefly chemical, the vaguely 
aristocratic American liberal 
Gore Vidal. Asked about the 
relative righl-wingness of the 
Tory and Labour parties, Vidal 
magnificently growled: “I do 
not come to* Ulliputia with a 
measuring stick." This has 
caused some offence among 
the Lilliputians, but they fail to 
understand the Vidal humour. 
This was. after all, the man who 
coined the essential thought 
that “whenever a friend suc- 
ceeds, a little something in me 
dies” and who savagely dis- 
missed America's astronauts 
while they were being regarded 
as national heroes, as “Rotar- 

From the tedious 
de Quincey to the 
grotesquely 
overrated William 
Burroughs, drug 
habits have more 
often tended to ruin 
great writers 


ians in outer space". British 
politics escapes him lightly. 

And finally ... every editor 
has weak spots and blind spots. 
We have an excellent and witty 
fashion team here: on Tuesday, 
Melanie Rickey wrote a won- 
derful piece about Stella 
McCartney, the latest British 
designer lo take over a big 
Paris fashion house. But I have 
to admit 1 struggle vainly to 
understand the whole busi- 
ness. All those bizarre clothes, 
those unexpected bulges of 
flesh, those spikes and gold 
lame thongs. They look odd 
enough when draped around 
some of the most beautiful 
people in the world; they 
would be frankly hilarious 
when worn by the rest of us. 1 
don't know whether it’s Mao- 
ism or Presbyterianism that 
prompts the thought, but 
wouldn't things be for more 
satisfactory if we all wore 
standard-issue blue pyjamas. 
Though, come to think of it. as 
a besuited middle-aged man. 
that’s roughly what 1 do wear. 


Andre® Harr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


If I had said ‘I'm frightfully sorry, that’s a very inierestir 
lion but I’d better go and ask Ken Clarke or Joe Bloggx o 


interesting ques- 
iBloggs or some- 
one else before I give you an answer' - that's not the way 1 oper- 
ate - John Mqjor; on his failure to led the Chancellor of his decision 
to offer a free vote on the European single currency 
Due to the disillusionment of the House on 8 April S, we are 
endeavouring to clear all outstanding accounts - Letter sent by 
the Commons Finance Office to retiring MPs and others 
New York is the most realistic place to grow up in. because every- 
body’s got their own problems and rhey don't care about yours 
- Mary J Blige, ‘queen ’ of hip-hop 

In a real sense the nuns are dead already. They are simply clear- 
ing a pathway to God. The idea is that if there is a God and you 
empty your mind of the duller of existence, then you might just 
catch Him - Fiona Shaw, actress, after two weeks in a convent 
It does show a bit of cheek - they wouldn't dress him up as 
Mohammed for fear of insulting people - The Rev John Richard- 
son, of the evangelical Reform Group, commenting on a pam/m f? 
of Eric Cantona depicted as Jesus Christ, after Piero Della 
Francesca's 'Resurrection of Christ' 

Imagine a big trough with 15 snouts in it taking what they can 
get - that's the common fisheries policy - Mike Townsend, chair- 
man of the National Federation of Fishermen s Organisations 
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Is Peter 

Mandelson 
as good as 
he thinks? 


The left loathes him. Many on the 
right won’t go near him. Why, then, 
does Tony Blair trust Labour’s 
director of communications so 
totally? Neil Lyndon asks if he’s a 
genius or just a master flatterer 



/ £ f we lose. I crawl 
« V I off into a hole 
I somewhere, 

■ never to be heard 
#i of again. If we 
win. then the proper business of 
my life begins with Labour in 
government." 

Nobody understands more 
perfectly and precisely than 
Peter Mandelson that this elec- 
tion is all-or-nothing time for 
Peter Mandelson. 

In the 1992 election, he was 
the man who couldn't lose. 
Though he had been Labour’s 
head of communications from 
1 U S5 to 19S9 and responsible 
for the Red Rose campaign of 
Neil Kinnock's lira defeat in 
1487. Mandelson had removed 
himself from operational 
responsibility for the 1992 cam- 
paign. He concentrated instead 
on cultivating his Hartlepool 
constituency and on becoming 
elected for the first time as an 
MR II Kinnock had won. Man- 
delson could have counted on 
junior office with an expecta- 
tion of rapid promotion. But. 
given a safe seal, he was the 
only member of Kinnock's 
inner coterie who could be sure 


to hove any kind of political job 
if the leader lost So it was. 

It's different this time. May 
Day 1997 is do or die for Man- 
delson. crack of doom or gates 
of paradise. If Blair wins, Peter 
Mandelson will be made. Cer- 
tain of senior office, he win 
become one of the most pow- 
erful people in Britain. In the 
next five years, he might even 
realise his life-long ambition 
and become foreign secretary. 
If Blair should lose, the blame 
will be Mandelson’s as much as 
anybody's. 

As Dennis Skinner’s bete 
noire, as Clare Short's “man in 
the dark", as the most seri- 
ously. unassuageably hated 
individual in Blair's circle. 
Mandelson would cop all the 
heat for a Labour defeat and 
he would deserve it. His, above 
all. has been the determining 
voice in Labour's electoral 
strategy for the past two years. 
His was the decision to aban- 
don the wider electorate and 
concentrate campaigning 
efforts on the 200,00(KxJd vot- 
ers in key marginals. 

He took the lead in Ointon- 
Lsing Blair, from policy-wonker 


to baby-kisser. Master of Mill- 
bank Ibwers, Supreme Con- 
troller of the h anks of fax 
machines and the racks of 
pagers, it was Mandelson who 
calculated that Labour’s best 
chance of victory lay in saying 
nothing and doing less. Given 
Blair's 30-point lead in the 
polls. Labour could only lose 
support by making policy 
declarations. 

The more precisely they 
announced their plans, the 
more voters would decide that 
they didn't like what they heard. 
Nothing could be gained by an 
open airing and a detailed dis- 
cussion of policies but every- 
thing could be lost. “Careless 
tongues cost votes" became the 
watchword of Millhank Tower. 
Labour’s director of communi- 
cations became the dictator of 
non-communication. 

The strategy will probably 
succeed. Blair's lead is still 
widening in some polls and 
may be unassailable. Only two 
weeks of torture on the rack of 
uncertainty remain for the most 
calculating man in British pub- 
lic life. He probably couldn't 
take much more. 


If you are planning 
a baby start here 
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regnacare' 
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Worldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during and even before pregnancy 
FOUC AQD is vital to the development of 
your unbom baby But it is not rite only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnancy 
Pregnacare contains the recommended level 
of 400 meg folic 


acid, along with 
a careful balance of 15 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy 
Pregnacare replaces your usual 
multivitamin. It is recommended from 
several weeks before conception, right 
through to the end of breast feeding. 

So. if you’re already pregnant or could 
be soon, start with Pregnacare 
right now. 
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regnacare 

ONE-A-DAY CAPSULES 


Developed by experts for 
before and during pregnancy 


Araflatte town Boos aura. Toco. Sqpertirug. charts^ 
hfAh food stores and Hofend & Barrett 
£4.95 per month's supply. 

Fw raorr Mtrnnadon please GontKrVnABUTICSiicL 
Tel: 0181 963 0999 



Thin as a marathon runner, 
gaunt as a saint, his body and 
race are showing his pains. He 
hasn’t drunk any alcohol since 
New Year’s Eve. Won't touch 
coffee. Drinks a glass of water 
with a slice of lemon for break- 
fast. Doesn’t do lunches or din- 
ners with journalists. Sleeps 
less than Margaret Thatcher 
during the Falklands war. He 
knows that the supreme 
moment in the fife of Peter 
Mandelson is at hand. Despite 
his denials (“I'm not important 
I don't matter. I can’t see why 
anybody should be interested in 
me; and what they write is such 
crap anyway"), the destiny of 
the nadon as it will be deter- 
mined on 1 May matters to 
Peter Mandelson because it 
will settle his own. The two are 
one. 

T hough he is often - usu- 
ally-described as "sinis- 
ter”, nobody who knows 
him doubts the effectiveness of 
Mandelson’s skills as a personal 
operator. Ruthless, vengeful 
bullying, flattering, driven, ser- 
pentine and crafty, he pos- 
sesses as full an airay of natural 
gifts for persona] advancement 
as a Lloyd George, a Macmil- 
lan or a Wilson. He is also 
sober. 

Two questions, two doubts, 
do hang constantly in the air 
around him, however. How 
good is he at his work? And 
why does Tony Blair seem to 
trust him so unreservedly? 

As a politician, Peter Man- 
delson has made his name and 
his reputation as Labour’s 
supremely effective, calculat- 
ing, professional media sharpie, 
the one who knows how to 
work, cow and corral the jour- 
nalists, who understands image- 


making, who feels in his bones 
the culture of media politics. 
Despite disasters such as the 
Sheffield rally of 1992 (Man- 
delson’s gig), the legend is how 
fixed - and it will become 
immemorial if Labour wins on 
1 May- that the party's media 
operations were clueless until 
Mandelson arrived in Wdworth ■ 
Road in time for the 1987 elec- 
tion and that he has profes- 
sionalised them, cuit-Saatcbi- 
ing the Tbries, duncmg the Lib 
Dems. He is both praised and 
damned for the Americanisa- 
tion of the Labour Party, with 
its computerised hit-lists of tar- 
get voters, its telephone- 
blitzings, its message centres 
paging shadow ministers. 

According to Sidney Blu- 
menthal author of The Perma- 
nent Campaign, Clin ton- 
watcher and New York crony of 
Mandelson, those who suppose 
that Mandelson got his media 
style from the Democrats' 
1990s campaigns are making 
the wrong guess. 

“I think Peter was on to it 
long before the Clinton cam- 
paign," says Blumenthal “He 
bad been thinking about and 
working on the power of sym- 
bols and the business of media 
management since even before 
the Red Rose and the Hugh 
Hudson film of the Eighties. 
What he brings to the new 
technology of political culture 
is not, primarily, a technocratic 
interest but the classical skills 
of a politician which he has 
adapted to that culture." 

Blumenthal believes that 
Mandelson is “so sharp, so 
smart" that he would have done 
well in American politics, if he 
had been bom there, even 
though the promotional bud- 
gets and political complexities 


of British media managers are 
riddling compared with US 
presidential or even guberna- 
torial campaigns But the ^clas- 
sical skills" Blnmenthal identi- 
: fies in Mandelson may, in fact, 
diminish and inhibit his effec- 
tiveness as a party political 
operator. 

Mandelson, rated by many 
for his dazzling intellect, is 
acknowledged as a clever and 
shrewd analyst of the political 
scene. He has friends in high 
places across the spectrum, 
including prominent Tbries. 
One newspaper editor who 
knows Mandelson well sai± 
“In good form, he can be witty 
and highly entertaining. An 
evening with him can be one of 
the best nights out in London. 
But cross him and be is ice- 
cold." 

A Labour insider says: “He 
gets up noses to a fantastic 
degree." That may explain 
why, as another key Labour 
supporter observed: “Mandel- 
son makes false friends and 
deadly serious, permanent 
enemies." 

An anecdotal vignette may 
light up this question. • 

In London m January, Peter 
Mandelson was the principal 
speaker and whipper-in of cash 
at a fund-raising gathering of 
rich Labour supporters. Most 
of the usual suspects among the 
small body of Millionaires for 
Blair had been rounded up. Sir 
David Puttaam had taken a 
lead in organising the evening. 
Greg Dyke, Mehryn Bragg, 
dive Holhck and Jeremy Leons 
were there - all quoted names 
in the 1000 Club, whose mem- 
bers regularly dish out a thou- 
sand here, a thousand there to 
keep Labour’s MffibankTbwer 
offices running on their speedy 


diet of pizzas and pagers. Cokes 
and foxes. 

This particular evening was 
unusual because, on Blair’s 
b ehalf. Mandelson was calling 
for an exceptionally heavy hit. 
Each of the invited guests 
would be asked to stump up 
£25,000 for Labour's election 
war-chest. 

Mandelson almost blew it 
“It ought to have been the sim- 
plest pitch imaginable,” said 
one of the men who attended. 
“All he needed to do was to pro- 
duce a graphic showing that the 
Conservatives had £50m or 
more to spend and Labour bad 
less than £5m. Then you turn to 
these people and say ‘If you 
seriously want Labour to be in 
government, we need to see the 
colour of your money. Here's a 
pen.’" 

Instead, Mandelson staged a 
lengthy performance which lis- 
teners recall as being largely in 
praise of his own brilliance as 
Labours director of communi- 
cations. The dever and suc- 
cessful men in his audience 
grew restive. One of them told 
The Independent “Five minutes 
of how dever he was might 
have carried along our good- 
win. Ten seemed boastful Forty 
minutes was just infuriating.” 

Somebody sitting near to a 
fuming Mehyn Bragg said: “He 
looked like a volcano about to 
blow.” One of the millionaires, 
a successful administrator, was 
irked when Mandelson 
dismissed his disquiet about 
. Labour’s NHS funding plans. 
“He doesn’t know what he’s 
talking about,” the administra- 
tor hissed despairingly to a 
neighbour. 

Then a little moment of 
drama occurred. While he was 
speaking, Mandelsou's pager 


beeped. He paused, 

the message and then exten 

his arm wth the pag** “jjj 

machine from his masters 
hand. Mandelson did not look 
at the young man but conunued 
with ms address to the mighty. 

“It was a perfect moment: 
New Labour meets die old 
Raj 7 recalls one of the guests. 
“It also tells you so much about 
the pretence of efficiency and 
the mania for presentation in 
the Mandelson manner .wiuen 
masks a profoundly inefficient 
and counter-productive ego- 
ceamedty. , . . 

“At that moment, there could 
not have been any message 
arriving on Peter Mandelson s 
pager more important thanthe 
business he was conducting, 
unless the message was that 
Tony Blair bad been shot, m 
which case every pager in the 
room would have gone on 
simultaneously. So why did 
Mandelson have bis _ pager 
switched on at all? If his mes- 
sages were going to be taken by 
Benjamin Wegg- Prosser, why 
didn't he give his pager to Ben- 
jamin before he started speak- 
ing? Does he imagine that any 
of those men would be 
impressed by Ibis 
performance?" 

Did any of those millionaires 
who were irked, irritable and 
unim pressed stump Up their 
£25,000s? To a man, they did. 
The result was a foregone con- 
clusion- Mandelson took both 
the money and the opportunity 
to sw ank. The evening was a 
perfect success for him; and 
would have been reported as 
such to Tbny Blair. 

T he election is likely to go 
the same way. Though 
they may be unim- 
pressed, unentbusaastic. 
uncommitted - though milli ons 
may re main , undecided - the 
electorate as a whole will prob- 
ably stump up the foregone 
conclusion of a Labour vic- 
tory. This will be seen and 
taken as a perfect success for 
Mandelson and will be received 
in those terms by Tbny Blair. 

Why does Blair trust Man- 
delson? Neil Kinnock was 
never completely convinced 
and is now wry and dry about 
his former head of communi- 
cations. Gordon Brown would 
not now give Peter Mandelson 
tbe steam off his breath. Until 
John Smith died, Mandelson 
had judiciously kept an equal 
balance in his intimacies with 
Brown and Blair, trusted as 
counsellor by both. In the lead- 
ership contest, Mandelson 
became “Bobby” to Blair and 
ditched Brown. He will never 
be forgiven. 

“One of the most serious 
criticisms to be made against 
Tbny Blair," says a hugely 
prominent Labour supporter, 
“is that be trusts Peter Man- 
delson. It’s a real blind spot. 

“He simply doesn’t see that 
Peter is a master of flattery and 
a perfect courtier. Leaders cre- 
ate courts, whether or not they 
intend to. Flattery is one of the 
leading aits of the court, an art 
we may have lost or not appre- 
ciate. Peter knows its power 
and he has got his man." 


For once, they missed a beat 

Allen Ginsberg foresaw his own funeral and it came true, says Alissa Quart 

Hi 


CC m ^“T‘ e 8 ave g reat head," intoned 
Lee Renaldo, a member of 
the rock band Sonic Youth; 
as he stood on the stage of St Mark’s 
Church in Manhattan’s East Village. 
The event was no nonchalantly outrf 
indie-rock show bur Allen Ginsberg’s 
memorial service, held at the church 
which has been a temple for poets, rock 
stars and three generations of urban 
bohemians. 

Six days after the 70-year-okJ poet and 
elder statesman of youth culture died of 
liver cancer, Renaldo was reading from 
“Death & Rune”, the last poem Ginsberg 
wrote. The poem, which appears in this 
weekfs issue of The Nov Ybrker, is a stun- 
ning catalogue of hs own funeral where 
the very crowd that dropped in on his 
memorial service is summoned: “college 
boys’ grunge bands ... delicate biblio- 
philes, sex liberation troops ..." 

He was an ambassador-at-large for 
New York’s young, uninhibited, cerebral 
and notorious for more than 40 years 
and among the 1,100 people in atten- 
dance were the requested “half-century 
ofloveis”, “gay classical composers" and 
plenty of “intelligeni gawkers". 

Two pretty post-adolescents, David 
Greenberg and Oliver Ray, sang Gins- 
berg’s “Gospel Nobel Truths” with a 
lack of skill reminiscent of die great 
man’s tone-deaf chants to Yhhweh. The 
an rock star Patti Smith, bearing an 
uncanny resemblance to a teenage 



Peter Orlovsky (left) with poet Amiri Baraka at a Gmsberg memorial service 




pretty boy herself, sang some Hank 
Williams and said: “Even foe young 
appreciate a good shit" That was a - 
response to Peter Orlovsky, Ginsberg’s 
long-time lover, who eulogised him by 
talking at uncomfortable length about 
his bathroom habits. 

The actress Rosanna Arquette sat in. 
the lotus position, swaying. A smellier but 
no less flexible man also sat in the lotos 
position and hissed the word “Creepks!” 
at fellow mourners. Amiri Baraka, the 
activist/polemicist formerly known as 
the poet Leroi Jones, quoted Mao. 


“There’s a lot of ass, a lot of cunt 
under the world,” read the music pro- 
ducer Hai Wflmer, before a Zen-like 
photo of Gntsberg. The mourners learnt 
that there was a street named after 
Ginsberg in New Jersey, that one of his 
songs had readied number eight in the 
Australian pop music charts and that as 
ayoung man he had wanted tohe agrim 
The service seemed a final proof that 
the most uncloseted man in American 
had defined Nineties kinder and con- 
tinued to invigorate the current 

altema-cuiture- a culture most famous 


for the air brushed and co-opted 
of its subversion. Young bohos n 
Ginsberg's favour cheering, airii 
sexy emotions musically, and aj 
fog laughing references to J 
Hoover and Ginsberg that they 
bly didn't understand. They pi 
bunch of grapes, an empty \ 
bottle and a wool hat in front 
church in memoriam. 

Larry ftrin, a poet and fried 
years, described Ginsberg as ora 
first generation of adolescents 
teenage years extended into adii 
“He was a mother and a father an 
lector," said Ragin, who noted G 
also had a penchant for rock sta 

Ope poet summarised the < 
sentiment. He said that the first 
he thought to teD Allen Ginsix 
ched was Alien Ginsberg. Fbr b 
the fervent-eyed, shaggy-ha : - 
lookers, Ginsberg was the 

Vvuinkt - . . * 
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the commentators 


Never mind the 
bulldogs - let’s 

talk about real life 


T he French do ii better 
Of course. They don't 
just think with more 
style, but with more depth 
Even your average Nonna a, 
thought by Parisians to be as 
unsophisticated and dull as 
one of his cows, can (and wih 
given half a chance) give you 
a learned dissertation on the 
fate of the inner city. They 
care more about public 
affairs, and frankly, they 
know more. 

By comparison, we seem to 
know little about our own 
affairs, understand less, and 
care not at ail. If the level of 
argument normally deployed 
in TV debates and the popu- 
lar press is anything to go by, 
we may be entering the 2lst 
century with the least well- 
informed electorate in 
Europe. 

The differences are starkly 
illustrated by the behaviour 
of the medium least able to 
cope with complex argument 
- television. 

French TV is highly com- 
petitive, and underfunded. In 
theory, it should be spending 
every minute attracting audi- 
ences with soap operas, 
American mini-series and 
quizzes. Yet this week alone, 
the TV schedules show three 
major TV programmes in 
prime time which are nothing 
but serious lalkfests of the 
kind the French adore. 

Sacha discute, the lightest of 
the three, dealt with the issue 
of the children of divorced 
parents for 90 minutes. Sacha 
took it seriously, wheeling in 
experts and quizzing the fam- 
ilies in detail. That pro- 



Trevor 


That vital 
issues are 
not being 
discussed is 

bad enough)* 

that we 
don’t care 
enough to 
discuss 
them is the 
real 

calamity 


The printing press, the steam 
engine, the semiconductor, 
DNA, nuclear power - every 
one of these has changed the 
human race permanently and 
irrevocably. Yet we hear little 
of these issues or their 1990s 
equivalents. 

Today, for example, there is 
no debate on genetic engi- 
neering, which will probably 
transform our diets and eating 
habits in the next decade, and 
will be infinitely more impor- 
tant than any passing concern 
about say, BSE or fish stocks. 

The single most revolution- 
ary piece of science is receiv- 
ing no attention at all. It is 
responsible for the volatility of 
financial markets, for the shift 
of millions of jobs from 
Europe to the Pacific rim. for 
our relative uncompetitive- 
ness in any industry that 
demands high levels of edu- 
cation from its workers; it is 
what makes a single Euro- 
pean currency a virtual 
inevitability. The instanta- 
neous digital transmission of 
information has put fiscal pol- 
icy in the hands of multina- 
tional corporations. 

The odd pop' at Rupert 
Murdoch, or a promise to put 
computers in classrooms and 
to make the Internet available 
hardly matches up to the scale 
of the challenge. But surely we 
should be invited by our next 
government bow to say we 
feel about these issues? 

Secondly, we live longer, 
break up more often. Where 
wil] the 4.4 million extra 
homes needed in the UK 
come from? Will we build 
more on green-belt land? Or 


gramme went out at 10.40 in the evening — will we clog up our inner cities further with 
comparable to our avm Newsnight,' but with 'homes and om 


twice the airtime. And with respect to Pax- 
man and friends, the programme’s host is so 
highly valued that be is reputed to be France’s 
highest-paid TV personality. 

There are even more heavyweight public 
affairs shows scheduled in prime time.fnvqw 
Special is an investigative programme that 
runs between 9pm and 11pm and attracts 
large audiences. La Marche du Siicle is a two- 
hour discussion which this week focused on 
unemployment. • ■ 

‘ If this strikes you as a peculiarly uncom- 
mercial .piece: of scheduling, 1 should point- 
out that Jean-Marie Cavada, the. pro- 
gramme's host, is also the station's director. 
This is not a man likely to put a ratings loser 
on at ten to nine and let it run for two hours 
— every week. 

Yes, the French are notoriously gabby, 
ready to talk the hind legs of a frog. But the 
point is that the French interest in public 


ices? What will we do to pre- 
vent another spiral of rising house prices 
caused by the shortage of homes? 

And third, the beast that has been lurking 
.under every discussion of transport and the 
environment - what shah we do about the 
car? We love our own cars; but we’d like 
everybody else’s off the road. A new gov- 
ernment win have to confront these questions 
with dramatic measures. Yet beyond a few 
bland promises to review this, or to tax that, 
we hear little from the mam parties, and cer- 
tainly don’t see a debate of the seriousness 
the crisis warrants. 

. Our ability to debate these issues is said 
by some to be hampered by the work of the 
spin doctors. I doubt it. Peter Mandelson. the 
archetypal spin doctor, is a man who studied 
politics, philosophy and economics; went off 
to teach in Tanzania, campaigned against 
youth unemployment, and sat on Lambeth 
council in its darkest days. Prince of Dark- 


affairs is not the preserve of a small elite who . uess may be a good gag, hut it’s sig nifi c an t 


read big newspapers. 

The French explanation for our boredom 
with these big issues is that we are a nation 
of islanders interested only in football and 
sexual perversion. It may be true that we have 
become used to- the intellectual fast food 
offered by TV and the tabloids, and are 
increasingly unable to cope with the politi- 
cal or civic equivalent of a decent meal. If so, 
then we are in danger of ending up with Ken- 
tucky Fried Chicken running our affairs. And 
the result will be that we will have no answer 
to some of the most important issues facing 

° U Firet, there has been no discussion, cither 
before or during the election campaign, otthe 
scientific or technological issues that rule our 
lives. Virtually every great shift in our human 
histoiy has been attributable to a scientific 
discovery and its application by engineers. 


that when he went to work in TV, Mandel- 
son chose the most eggheaded, ascetic and 
demanding of programmes - Brian Walden’s 
Weekend World, Not much sign of an instinc- 
tive bqwdleriser there. 

If we need to point the finger, perhaps it 
should be directed at the political class's fear 
that the public either does not want to or can- 
not understand these great issues. 

- In particular, we seem to believe that any- 
thing involving scientific or mathematical 
explanation will just make the voter's head 
hurt. If that is true, it is a calamity. In the 
modem world, where technology and science 
rule our lives, how can we make a serious 
choice if we cannot understand the issues 
involved, or choose not to? And if we the vot- 
ers fail to make those choices positively, how 
can any government claim to have a mandate 
oq the things that matter? 


A royal bungalow in 


the Tesco style 


T 


he Royal Family is 
not known for its 
taste in architec- 
ture. When, in 
1956, James Pope- 
Hennessey, the impossibly 
grand curator and art histo- 
rian, went to see Sandring- 
ham, the family's grandiose 
holiday cottage in north Nor- 
folk, be found the Saxe- 
Coburg-Gothas’ lumbering, 
late-Victorian pile “tremen- 
dously vulgar and emphati- 
cally, almost defiantly, hideous 
and gloomy". As the “Pope”, 
a famous snob but an aesthete 
of impeccable taste, was writ- 
ing the official biography of 
Queen Mary at the time, he 
was doubtless holding back 
from expressing his true opin- 
ion of Sandringham. “To sum 
up," he wrote judiciously* “this 
is a hideous house, with a hor- 
rible atmosphere in parts and 
in others no atmosphere at 
all.” 

Nine years earlier, Harold 
Nkbokon had been commis- 
sioned to write the official biog- 
raphy of George V He visited 
York Cottage, the late king’s 
favourite home, an 1860s “cot- 
tage" in the grounds of San- 
dringham, complete with 
pseudo-Gothic and Joke Oak 
additions commissioned by 
George v himself. Nicholson, 
another man of learning and 
taste, took a good look round 
and, drawing on his by no means 
inconsiderable literary powers; 
described this representation of 
royal taste m brick and stone as 
a “horrid little house”. 

It should come as no sur- 
then, to find that the 
of Wales's latest venture 
into the realm of architecture, 
in his grounds at Highgrove, 
has met with less than flatter- 
ing criticism. Hie Prince pur- 
ports to stand for fine , and 
noble principles in architec- 
tural design, and kunbasts mod- 
em architects, but when he 
himself embraces the Mistress 
Art, things just don't seem to 
work out The “Orchard 
Room", a vaguely Classical 
bungalow designed by Charles 
Morris, a Norfolk surveyor 
whom the Prince met at San- 
dringham, has been described 
this week as being “like a Wun- 
pey house” in “the Tfesco style”. 
Its gabled roof is “oversized”, 
“its squat little columns are.toy- 
Iike”, its chimney is “feeble". 
And these are not the com- 
ments of zealously Modem 
architects, but those of the 
polo-necked jumper and 
designer-suit tendency: among 
others, they are allied from The 
Daily Telegraph, no stranger to 
the royal embrace. 

Are people being cruel? 
Surely the Prince must be 
allowed to build in the style he 
feels most comfortable with in 
his own backyard. The style he 
has chosen - a sort of, you 
know, vernacular Georgian 
thingy - is entirely in keeping 
with his own beliefs on archi- 
tecture, and as appropriate for 
Highgrove as York Cottage 
was for Sandringham or his 
brother's Kentucky Fried 
Georgian excrescence in Wind- 
sor Park. 


by Jonathan Glancey 



The Orchard Room at ffighgrave: a tiny carbuncle, but my dears, just look at those columns 


Photograph: SWNS 


The Prince of Wales lambasts modem architects, 
but when he himself embraces the Mistress Art, 
things just don’t seem to work out 


The Prince views the new 
“Orchard Room” as “a coun- 
tty building with elegance”, 
which is, it must be said, the 
sort of line one has come to 
expect from house-builders 
who, collectively, are under- 
mining the quality of what 
remains of our countryside 
with their “vernacular-style" 
Neo-Georgian and Thdor- 
bethan homes. 

The Duchy of Cornwall, the 
Prince’s own Wasr Gounoy Sel- 
dom, toes the house-builders' 
line. Apart from Poundbury, 
that Tby Town development on 
the fringe of Dorchester in 
Dorset, the Duchy is busy 
erecting no fewer than three 
hundred potty “vernacular" 
houses on the edge of Shepton 
Mallet, Somerset, and 31 new 
homes in the guise of “barns' 1 , 
“gate-houses” and “Georgfen- 
style cottages" on the Cornish 
coast at Pen tire. 

Sir John Betjeman, whose 
favourite spot this was, will be 
turning in his grave. Making 
barns into houses and archi- 
tects’ studios is bad enough 
(why not convert them into 
barns?), but to buM twee new 
homes in the guise of old bams 


that have been convened into 
homes borders on the perverse, 
if not the pathological. As 
architects are unnecessary to 
design such rural fa-las, so the 
Prince has done without the 
services of an architect at 
Highgrove. There is no reason 
why an architect has to be 
employed on the design of 
what is only a small estate 
office for princely business 
and cbaritabie events. 

In any case, (he pedigree of 
Charles Morris is beyond 
reproach. He is the great-great- 
grandson of Sir John Kelk, who 
built (but did not design) the 
Albert Hall on Kensington 
Gore, and thus a Good Thing. 
The genes of Sir John have 
clearly passed through to young 
master Morris, as you can see 
from the picture above. 

The important thing, here, is 
to keep a sense of proportion, 
even though the Prince and Mr 
Morris have failed to do just 
that (my dears, just look at 
those columns). The “Orchard 
Room” is just the tiniest of car- 
buncles and few people will 
ever get to see it. It is entirely 
fit for its purpose and reflects 
the taste and ambitions of those 


who commissioned and built it 
Most of all, it follows royal 
precedent. Poor “Bertie" - 
Edward VD to you and me - 
was so upset, when Prince of 
Wiles, by the handsome Geor- 
gian house (frightfully middle- 
class) that stood where San- 
dringham stands today, that he 
had it demolished and brought 
in A J Humbert as architect and 
Goggs Bros of Swaffham 
(builders) to fashion the grim 


Hennessey was unable to 
a kind word for. 

The house was made to look 
even more like a railway hotel 
than it did when first buOt by 
additions made by Colonel R 
W Edis. architect of the Great 


Eastern Railway's headquar- 
ters at Liverpool Street. Some 
years ago. Prince Philip wanted 
to demolish much of Sandring- 
ham to build anew, but was 
stopped in his tracks by the 
Queen Mother, who thought 
the family should respect its 
own history. 

You can’t say fairer than 
that. The Prince must be 
allowed to build “Wim- 
peyTTesco’T'Toy Town” bun- 
galows in Lbe grounds of his 
own home. It is, in any case, 
what many smart people in the 
area do when not converting 
barns (thus denying them to 
more deserving owls, bats and 
interesting rodents) or erecting 
garages (sorry, “carriage 
Houses”) in the guise of barns. 

Even so, for all our sakes, for 
those of our children and the 
future of what we caff “the 
countryside", such buildings 
must be held in check safely 
behind the high walls of High- 
grove and other royal estates, 
or in the grounds of those who 
still wish to court favour with 
the Royal Family. 
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everyone then feeling 
immense sympathy for her 
because of her Alness, the feet 
is that the Daify Mail 
shouldn't even be indulging m 
tiiis sort of trivial and vicious 

abuse in the first place,. 

whether the woman has a 

brain tumour or noL As a 

sufferer of Not-Looking-Uke- 
A-Supermodel syndrome, 1 
have received plenty of this 
kind of hypocritical 

the critical spotlight era i * e 
majority of its femak^f detB 

_ the unlubncated, bitter, 
blue-rinse bri^defromthe 

HomeCounti^^r^ 
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St we should bear mmmd 

the more important ware, 

which is that the milk of 

human kindness leaked away 

from these dhed-up old 
baggage* a very long time ago 
IXatreaDy is grounds for 
an attack- 
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party political "broadcast on 
behalf off the BNE Pretty 
similar, perhaps, to being 
asked as a-woman to make a 
party political broadcast on 
behalf of a party that wanted 
to legalise rape. It seems so 
ridiculous,, in an age where 
we have laws to prevent 
certain moronic individuals 
inciting racial hatred, that 
it’s perfectly OK to broadcast 
such opinions on the screens 
of millions of viewers. The 
BBC is protesting that its 
hands are tied because of 
election rales, but it 
withdrew a broadcast by the 
National Front in 1983, so a 
precedent has been set. If the 
corporation shows this 
particular nasty rant, they 


will be letting down their 
staff and setting hack the 
cause of so many people who 
have attempted, for many 
years, to combat the bigotry 
that infects a handful of very 
email minds in this country. 

“IPs all gone pear-shaped" 
has entered the language as a 
way of describing blow things 

However, it certainly has nof" 
gone pear-shaped for the 
pear-shaped, as this week the 
usual gaggle of medical 
experts produced a report on 
the subject Apparently, if 
you store fat in your big end, 
as opposed to round the 
tummy, it is much healthier. 
So at least that’s some 


consolation for women who 
have to buy trousers that are 
two sizes bigger than tops. 
The report rails to describe 
the consequence of having a 
big bottom and a big tummy. 
Oh well, Tm sure it’s not 
good news. 

One or my biggest regrets in 
life is that, as a 17 year old 
working in a residential 
home for adults with 
learning difficulties, I let my 
suspicions about a member 
of staff be ignored by the 
head of the home. Having 
noticed that a charge nurse 
appeared to be behaving 
inappropriately with female 
residents, 2 complained to. 
the head of the home, who 
pointed out that the charge 
nurse in question had been 
in the job for years and I had 
been there a few months and 
it would therefore be best IF I 
left I did. But now; when I 
read news hems like the ones 
this week about a couple who 
ran a private home and are 
charged with running a cruel 
and abusive regime, I wish I 
had stuck to my guns and 
taken the matter farther: We 
now know that it tends to be 


those staff who have become 
as institutionalised as their 
charges who commit these 
terrible acts. As a foiled 
whistleblower, I just hope 
that there are people out 
there who are less naive and 
more sure of themselves than 
I was. 

Bureaucracy is a terrible 
curse. I was attempting to 
find out this week whether I 
was eligible to vote in a 
particular area of London or 
not. Having telephoned the 
local election registrar, I was 
informed that no questions 
could be answered on the 
phone and 1 had to write. 1 
did. About four days later, I 
received a form offering me a 
postal or proxy vote, neither 
of which I wanted. Still, 
rather than wasting more 
time writing back, 1 requested 
a proxy vote. This elicited an 
incredulous phone call asking 
me to call. 7 did. I explained 
myself and was advised about 
my eligibility and the location 
of the polling station, which 
was what I wanted to know in 
the first place. Good job 1 
didn't have a really 
complicated question. 
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Switch to the Alliance Account and you'll enjoy one of the 
lowest overdraft rates available - just 0.76% per month 
(EAR 9.50% variable! with no monthly fee or set up charge. 
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It’s Just one of the features which sets this account apart 
from the rest. 

• Credit Interest of up to 3.0% gross p.a. 

• 24 hour telephone banking, 365 days a year 
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Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


An audacious £i.2hn break-up 
bid for ihe whole of the Co-op- 
erative Wholesale Society was 
thwarted bv legal action yes- 
terday when the CWS abtamed 
a High Court order preventing 
Andrew Regan and his Lanica 
Trust vehicle from using confi- 
dential information. 

The move came as Mr Regan 
was on the point of launching 
his ambitious attack through 
Galileo, an offshoot of Lanica. 
Tn a statement issued just before 
6pm Galileo confirmed that it 
had intended to announce “to- 
day" formal proposals for the 
conversion of the CWS to a lim- 
ited company so that Galileo 


could then make an offer to 
acquire the company. 

The bid would have includ- 
ed the Co-operative Bank as 
well as the food re tailin g oper- 
ations, funeral parlours, trav- 
el agencies ana the chain of 
opticians. The only business 
not included in the offer was the 
Co-operative Insurance Society 
which would have continued to 
be owned by its membership. 

The statement said Galileo 
had been preventing from go- 
ing ahead with its offer by die 
court injunction. It added: 
“Galileo regrets that the mem- 
bers of the CWS, both individ- 
ual and corporate, have, for the 
time being, been denied the op- 
portunity to consider its pro- 
posals which it is confident 


would benfit members, em- 
ployees, customers and the co- 
operative movement as a 
whole." However, if Galileo 
can make its bid wibtout the use 
of oonfwdential infomaiions it 
could still proceed 

It is understood that the 31 
year-old Mr Regan had lined up 
buyers for &U the CWS busi- 
nesses. The Allied Irish Bank 
was in line to buy the Co-op 
Bank from Galileo, if the bid 
had been successful. 

The court order was gran ted 
against Mr Regan, his right 
band man David Lyons, Lani- 
ca Trust and Galileo, the aims 
length company being used to 
mount the bid Also cited was 
Allan Green who was sus- 
pended on Thursday by the 


CWS as controller of its retail- 
ing operations following suspi- 
cions of “recent serious 
breaches of trust." 

The order was granted by Jus- • 
tice Gavin Lightman and pro- 
hibits the three men from using 
any confidential CWS infor- 
mation. They are also required 
to disclose, under oath, all the 
information that has been 
passed to them as well as how 
the information would have 
been used They must do this by 
4pm nod: Tuesday and return all 
the information to the CWS. 

The court injunction and the 
Galileo statement ends a dra- 
matic week in what has become 
come one of the most mes- 
merising “bid” battles of recent 
years. It came a day after Mr 


Green and buying manager 
David Chambers were sus- 
pended by the CWS amid sus- 
picions that they were colluding 
with Mr Regan. This action was 
the result of a CWS monitoring 
operation which included pho- 
tographs of secret meetings 
and the logging of telephone 
calls between Mr Regan and Mr 
Green. 

The CWS said it hoped that 
the injunction and the suspen- 
sions would “bring tins matter 
to a dose.” 

Mr Regan and Lanica Trust 
were making no comment yes- 
terday. It is thought that the 
company was in talks with its ad- 
visers on how best to proceed 
after this latest setback. 

Early yesterday it looked tike 


initiative. By irrifL ninming there 
were strong romouis in the stock 
market tfaai there wouW be an an- 
nouncement from Lanica “with- 
in the tour "This was thought to 
be a £l2ba offer for the whole 
CWS which would have involved 
the converaon of the society into 
a limited company and the dis- 
tribution of£600 to £2,400 to each 
of the society's Individual mem- 
bers. There are 2 million mem- 
bers of the CWS of which 500000 

are considered “active." 

But before Mr Regan had a 
chance to strike, the Co-op 
moved first by obtaining the 
court order. 

The CWS declined to com- 
ment farther an the court order. 

Comment, pup 25 


Exchange deals 
severe blow to 
market-makers 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


The Stock Exchange dealt an- 
other blow to the endangered 
business of market-making yes- 
terday when it published rec- 
ommendations that if accepted, 
will put an end to the delayed 
publication of stock market 
bargains. The change, to coin- 
cide with the introduction of 
electronic order-driven trad- 
ing in October, is designed to 
make the London market more 
transparent but some believe it 
represents another nail in the 
market makers’ coffin. 

The change in October to im- 
mediate notification of deals, no 
matter how large or small, will 
mark an end to the privilege 
market-makers have enjoyed of 
keeping quiet about large trades 
for up to 90 minutes in order 
that they can lay off the risk of 
bolding shares before the mar- 
ket moves against them. 

In an effort to even the play- 
ing field between the current 
quote-driven telephone based 
system of trading and the 
planned new system of elec- 
tronically posted buy and sell or- 
ders, that privilege is to be ended. 

The decision, which although 
still officially in the consultation 
phase is understood to be cer- 
tain to go ahead, is a significant 
change from the situation in 
force as recently as last De- 
cember when the powerful mar- 
ket making firms were insisting 
that their protection should be 
built in tu the new system. 

Yesterday's move effectively 
means the market makers have 
lost out to opponents of their 
privileges, including the Secu- 
rities and Investments Board 
(SIB). the tup City regulator, 
which has argued for greater 
transparency on the stock mar- 
ket. It represents a notable vic- 
toiy for the Stock Exchange only 
15 months after Michael 
Lawrence, its former chief ex- 


& 


ecutive. was effectively ousted 
by the market-making firms he 
had crossed. 

Others to have been unhap- 
with market makers privi- 
leges include the London 
International Finan cial Futures 
Exchange, LIFFE, which was 
unable to price some of its de- 
rivative products such as equi- 
ty traded options with certainty 
because there was no guaran- 
tee that the market price was the 
price at which large recent 
trades had actually been trans- 
acted. Foreign brokers have 
also been unhappy that they 
might be dealing at disadvan- 
tageous prices compared to 
better informed local players. 

The Stock Exchange has 
moved to level the playing field 
to try and ensure that enough 
market participants used the 
new system to make it viable. 
After recent embarrassments it 
would have been disastrous for 
the order-driven system not to 
have been credible. 

The proposals include a 
changed regime for so-called 
“worked trades” where market 
makers will continue to be al- 
lowed to delay publication of a 
trade if the purpose of doing so 
is to improve the price or size 
of a large deal for a client. The 
Stock Exchange is expected to 
put in place systems to monitor 
these delays to ensure there is 
no abuse of the loophole. 

Discussions with SIB are 
happening now to determine 
both the proportion of a worked 
trade that must be completed 
before a bargain becomes no- 
tifiable and the size of such a 
deal that will qualify for the ex- 
emption. SIB is understood to 
favour a deal no smaller than 10 
times the normal market size, 
or about a quarter of the aver- 
age daily volume in a stock. 
There is still debate about how 
big a deal must be before pub- 
lication can be delayed beyond 
the end of the working day. 



New horizons: (from left) Liberty group managing director lan Thomson, Denis Cassidy, chairman, Andrew Garety, 
finance director, discussing plans to develop the upmarket retailer’s Regent Street flagship store. The proposed £40m 
development will increase the shop's trading space by around 50 per cent. Photograph: Mykel Nicofaou 


Telefonica signs deal with BT 


Chris Godsmark 

Madrid 


Telefonica, Spain’s main tele- 
phones company, yesterday an- 
nounced a tie-up with British 
Telecom and its US partner, 
MCI, which is a big blow for the 
international ambitions of 
AT&T The Spanish carrier had 
been the Largest member of 
AT&T s European alliance 
grouping, called Unisource. 

AT&T s chief executive, John 
Walter, had personalty inter- 
vened with Juan Villalonga, 
chairman of Telefonica, to try 
to prevent the Spanish carrier 
joining with BT. 

Tfelefonica has a unique prize 
for BT and MCL soon to merge 
to form Concert. It owns con- 
trolling stakes in large tele- 


phones companies in Argenti- 
na, Peru and Chile, giving it the 
best opportunity to exploit one 
of the world's fastest-growing 
markets. 

Telefonica has 10 million 
phone lines in Latin America 
and almost 900,000 mobile cus- 
tomers. The Spanish carrier 
has a 25 per cent share holdin g 
in Unisource, alongside PTT of 
the Netherlands, Telia of Sw e- 
den and Swiss Telecom PTT 

Attempts to limit the damage 
yesterday proved fruitless. As 
Mr Villalonga was giving a 
presentation at an official sign- 
ing ceremony in Madrid with Sir 
lam Vallance, BT chairman, 
his partners in Unisource issued 
a statement asking Telefonica to 
leave the alliance. 

Earlier Mr Villalonga had 


played down suggestions that 
Tfelefonica would have to quit 
Unisource immediately. He said 
talks would start on Monday 
with partners: “We will join tty 
analyse the different implica- 
tions over the next few days.” 
Unisource said the deal be- 
tween Telefonica and Concert 
was incompatible with its ex- 
isting alliances. Lars Berg, 
Unisource chairman, said: “It 
will lead to customer confusion 
and will slow down the opening 
of the European communica- 
tions market” 

It was undear last night 
whether the dispute would end 
in legal action. Unisource said 
legal consequences were being 
sorted out Telefonica insisted 
its Unisource agreement had 
not been violated.' 


Confusion also surrounded 
whether Unisource would re- 
place Tfelefonica with the Ital- 
ian date-owned phone network, 
Stet Sir Iain appeared to em- 
phatically rule out Stet joining 
with BT as well He said: “That 
would be straining the concept 
of competition. It would be 
hard for the European Com- 
mission to swallow.” 

The scope of the BT/Tfele- 
fonica deal was wider than ex- 
pected. BT will buy 2 per cent 
of the Spanish carrier within a 
year for£280m, while Tfelefon- 
ica win acquire 1 per cent of BT 
for the same price. In addition, 
BT and MCI have the option to 
buy 10 per cent of Telefonica’s 
international business, Tisa, the 
vehicle through which it owns 
its stakes in Latin America. 


Independent 

wins Financial 
Journal award 


__ n Journal of the 

Year by the Wincott Founda- 
tion- The is the second time the 
paper has won the award, the 
most prestigious in financial 
journalism. It is the only pajjer 
to have been given the pnze 
twice: The judges praised the 
Independents business, city 
and economics coverage for its 
campaigning style, judgement, 
visual impact and regular 
scoops. The chairman of the 
judging panel; Professor Ian 
Morison, dean of social sci- 
ences and humanities at 
Loughborough University, said 
it had been struck by the bal- 
ance and strength of the Inde- 
pendent's economics coverage, 
led by the economics editor Di- 
ane Coyle and supported by the 
cohimfets Hamish McRae and 
Gavyn Davies. The judges also 
applauded the paper’s “high 
scoop content”, its coverage of 
important City stories such as 
the Peter Young affair and its 
campaigns on issues including 
the privatised utilities ana 
share buy-backs. 

Professor Morison added that 
the visual impact and balance 
of the business section re-in- 
forced its reputation as a news- 



jeremy Warner, Business 
and City editor, receiving 
the award yesterday from 
Elizabeth Wincott-Heckett 

paper that appealed to the pro- 
fessional and lay reader alike. 

The Senior Financial Jour- 
nalist of the Year award went to 
Anatole Kaletsky of Vie Times 
and the Young Financial Jour- 
nalist of the Year Award was 
shared by William Lewis of the 
Financial Times and Daniel 
Litvin of The Economist. The 
Broadcast Business Journalist oi 
the Year was Alison Mitchell 
and the Business Broadcast oi 
the Year award went to Mien 
Rover Met BMW, produced by 
BBC Bristol. 


Racal warning 
on profits 

shocks City 


Michael Harrison 


Shares in Racal Electronics 
slumped 12 per cent yesterday 
as the group shocked the Gty 
by issuing its second profits 
warning in the space of six 
months. 

The group, led by Sir Ernest 
Harrison, chairman, cautioned 
that profits for the year just end- 
ed would be around £40m com- 
pared with a market expectation 
of £50m because of second 
half-losses in its data products 
division. 

Racal said the that the loss- 
es would be in the region of £7m 
compared with expectations 
that the division would record 
a modest profit. The losses 
stem from the delayed launch 
of a new product aimed at the 
telecoms market which pro- 
vides a fast data link between 
computers. 

The profit warning sent Racal 
shares tumbling from 277p to 
243Jp, wiping £95m off the 
company’s stock market value. 
Last November the shares 
slumped by 25 per cent after 
Racal warned of losses in its ra- 
dio division after the failiure to 
win three big orders. 


David Elsbury, Racal’s chicr 
. executive, described the profits 
warning as a “hiccup" and 
pledged that the division had 
now passed its transition phase 
and was starting to deliver. 

Of the £7m loss. £5m is due 
to extra research and develop- 
ment spending while a further 
£2m is a trading loss caused by 
delay in bringing the new prod- 
uct - known as fast-frame relay 
- to the market. 

Justinian Clifford Bowes of 
Credit Lyonnais said that 
Racal’s target of returning the 
data products division to prof- 
it after a first half loss of £12m 
had always been "somewhat 
ambitious”. He added that the 
key challenge still facing the 
group was its relatively poor lev- 
el of profitability and expecta- 
tions that Sir Ernest would 
have to take further measures 
to boost shareholder returns in 
what is his last year with RacaJ. 

But Mr Elsbuiy said there was 
no question of any farther break 
up of the group following the 
sale of the Chubb security divi- 
sion to Williams Holdings. He 
said that the business was worth 
well in excess of the City’s esti- 
mated 350p break-up value. 


Star Mining chief in talks to 
save stake in Russian gold 


John WHIcock 


Rudolph Auncw has been hold- 
ing urgent talks in Russia in his 
capacity as chairman of Star 
Mining, an Australia-based 
company, to saw the business's 
stake in Russia's biggest ever 
gold deposit. 

Mr Agnew. chairman of Las- 
mo. separately became chair- 
man of Star Mining on 1 
September 1*395. when he suc- 
ceeded the retiring chairman, 
Neville Wran. 

Star Mining owns 34.9 per 
cent of Sukhoi Log, a gold de- 
posit near lake Baikal in Siberia 
» hich has resources of over 30 
million irov ounces. Star was 


hoping to manage the Slbn 
(£6QQm) development of 
Sukhoi Log, but has hit legal 
problems in Russia. 

Local courts ruled this month 
that the old Soviet co-operative 
Lcnzoloto (Lena Gold), which 
originally worked Sukhoi Log, 
was incorrectly privatised in 


1992. The Supreme Arbitration 
ilea that employees 
should have been offered shares 


in die mine, a normal part of the 
Russian privatisation process. 

The ruling's implications are 
unclear, buL resulted in the 
suspension of Star’s shares in 
Sydney earlier this month, 

"Its a hell of a mess.” said one 
mining analyst in the Gty yes- 
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teiday. “This one has been brew- 
ing for years. Its a question of 
whether Western capital can get 
into Russia and oul again or not-" 

Mercury Asset Management 
and other London institutions 
have stakes in Star via theft min- 
ing funds. Star is receiving help 
from JCI, a big South African 
mining group, to co-develop the 
Sukhoi Log site. 

The legal setback also casts 
a shadow over other privatisa- 
tions in the former Soviet 
Union where Western enter- 
prises have bought in. Many 
such privatisations may now 
face court challenges by former 
workers, according to Russian 
sources. 


Mortgage lending slackens on rate fears 


Money supply M4 






Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The fear of an increase in in- 
terest rates after the election 
slowed mortgage lending by 
banks and building societies 
last month and led to a slight dip 
in consumer confidence, But the 
hi gh street banks reported the 
biggest rise in their total lead- 
ing since 1991. 

The hesitation in the housing 
market would not reduce the 
pressure for a rise in base rates, 
analysts said. The latestbatch 
of monetary statistics showed 
that broad money growth, 
which has alarmed the Bank of 
England, was Stillwell above tar- 
get and accelerating. 

New lending by building so- 


cieties clipped to £995m in 
March from £l.lbn the previ- 
ous month. It is at the same level 
as a year ago. The amount ap- 
proved in March was slightly 
down on a year earlier and the 
number of approvals were the 
same as in March 1996. 

The high street banks also re- 
ported a slight dip in mortgage 
lending from £780m to. £755m. 
But thus remained 21 per cent 
high er than a year earlier and 
well above the recent monthly 
average, suggesting the banks 
gained market share last month. 

Adrian Coles, director gen- 
eral of the Budding Societies 
Association, said the housing 
market recovery remained on 
tradt But, he said: “It is worth 
noting that the recovery remains 



,87* — T 

UK medium eilt' 

1 

sateswfisg.; ■ 







Morey Kariet Bates 

Borifidfc* 



™ jaw* inr 


UK 6.03 6.94 

7.48 

8.12 

7.57 

fl.Z> 

US 568 6.25 

6.83 

6J2 

7.05 

651 

Jaw 0£? 0.63 

2-18 

3.35 



Petronv 3.16. 3.38 

5-80 

.6.46 6.59 

_ 







;! MAIN PRICE CHANCES 1! 

M»WCki*fr 


Ms 

NMtfOawtt 1 

JJB Sports 452 

23 

5.4 

Scotia HUMS 

. 430 

15 3.4 

Garten Comma 5215 

22 

42 

CNnscfencsGs 374 

10 2.6 

Spfrax-Saico Engr 733 

26 

37 

Small SNeptrew 176.3 

3.8 2.1 


CURRENCIES 





- r.wrwwftril; 


j&m I 


POod 

TMrtq Ctaff ftirllg 

? (London! 1.6221 -ft S 3c 13085 
mUMfl*. 1.6245 - 0.10c 1:5097 
BMilOndo nl 2.8040 -T.43of 2.273 7 

£J5d« a&Z JA. JKUL 


Wbr 

te-p 


E (LotRtonl 0.61.65.. 

-+0.13 

0.6629 

• QH156 

+0.04 

-0.6824 ! 

DH flnndatfl 1.7286 

-0.53a! 

13073 

¥ /London) 125.800 -*0.535 108.235 

Sluter tilfiJL 

- -0.1 

—96,8- 


OTHER INDICATORS 


tetrtg Wtite ferfes 


Met Utat YrOfa Met Re 


CM BretitS 17.63 -0,06 19,12 RP1 155 J 2.7 150.9 IBArr. 


BOMS 343.05 +2.7 29145 


SOME 210.60 -0.78 259-50 


GDP 109.7+2.6PC 107.0 25Anr 
Bass Rates.. -B.QOpc 6.75 — 


moderate and that spring is tra- 
ditionally a time when the hous- 
ing market picks up.” 
Jonathan Loynes, an econo- 
mist at HSBC Markets, said: 
“Mortgage demand has slack- 
ened in the ron-up to the elec- 
tion. People are worried about 


Other bank lending was 
stronger than expected, al- 
though not as high as the mon- 
ster totals for January and 
February. Tbtal lending by 
banks and building societies 
was £45bn in March, down 
from £7.8bn the previous 
month. 

The picture was complicated 
by transactions in the gilts repo 

market. Last month there 
seems to have been a repo-re- 


lated repayment of loai 
overseas b anks . 

The British Bankers’ A 
atiem reported a £5. 6b 
crease in its lending last m 
the highest since its figun 
gan in 1991. Much of it 
crease was new lendir 
financial companies, espe 
securities dealers. 

Personal lending rein; 
above £Ibn but was down 
February’s record £1.4bn. i 
it card lending was half th< 
vious month's level, at £1 
Separate figures showed 
in consumer confident 
April. The monthly survt 
the European Commissii 
GfK showed less optL 
about household finance 
the general economic situ: 
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fiance & Leicester would start ” 

trading as high as 528p when 
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Monday, writes Clifford Ger- 
man. That would mean that 250 
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the 1.1 mnnon members of the 
former building society, each of 
whom has been allocated 250 
free shares, were looking at a 
windfall worth £1300 each. 

IG Index, the City book- 
makers, raised their spread of 


spread. 
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Mr Regan’s caper doesn’t deserve to 


I 've never met Andrew Regan, the man 
who wants to breads up the Co-op, but my 
opinion of him soared on bearing that at 
the ripe old age of 31, he already has a fam- 
ily of five children. Plainly this is not quite 
the BMW-driving, bimbo on each arm, 
1980s stereotype the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society would like to imagine. Whether this 
makes Mr Regan any more of a serious or 
fit and proper player in this increasingly 
bizarre and farcical escapade is a different 
matter. 

The Co-operative Wholesale Society has 
been in gentle, and in some parts not so gen- 
tle, decline for so long now that it perhaps 
fully deserves to be thrown to the wolves. 
Nonetheless, every time Mr Regan suffers 
a setback, as he undoubtedly did yesterday, 
I feel an irresistible urge to punch the air in 
triumph. 

This is not just a case of support for the 
underdog, if indeed the Co-op can fairly be 
described as that in this battle of the upstart 
against a 1 00-year-old tradition. Rather it is 
to do with a sense of revulsion for wfaat he 
is trying to do - plunder assets and reserves 
built up over generations for his own short- 
term gain and that of his friends in the City. 
There is a bad smell about this adventure, 
right down to the news-managed way in 
which Lanica’s various twists and turns are 
selectively leaked to the media. There 
appears no substance or purpose behind it. 


outside money making, and it doesn’t 
deserve to succeed. 

Most people would share this view. The 
calculation that Mr Regan has made is that 
though we may think of him as an asset strip- 
per and a Mr Nasty, it doesn’t really mat- 
ter. There appear to be no good public pol- 
icy reasons tor stopping him. Even the 
Labour Party, with its Id Co-op-sponsored 
MPs, would be hard pressed to find one. And 
if the truth be known, many of the CWS’s 
300 corporate members would dearly like 
Mr Regan's money. In some cases it would 
be enough to refinance their businesses. 

The audacity of Mr Regan’s plan defies 
belief. But for the Co-op’s legal spanner in 
the works, he would yesterday morning have 
been unveiling a £1.2bn fully underwritten 
bid. Buyers have been lined up for all the 
Co-op’s various bits and pieces apart from 
the insurance business, which would have 
been left with members as a rump interest. 
Allied Irish Bank would have bought the Co- 
op Bank, so as to get round any problem the 
Bank of England might have bad with Mr 
Regan and his merry men, and there were 
equally impressive partners waiting in the 
win^ for everything else. 

Ftir the time being this grand design is 
stalled. By court order Mr Regan is pre- 
vented from making use of any of the con- 
fidential information he mig ht have obtained 
from his various spies in the movement 


Since the bid and its delicately balanced 
finan cial structure may. have drawn on this 
information, both bits lawyers and his 
bankers have to tread warily. It may well be 
that they now cannot proceed until the court 
order is lifted. 

If and when that hurdle is surmounted, 
there are others that lie waiting just round 
the bend. The Co-op is accusing two of its 
senior executives of colluding with Mr Re- 
gan and giving him confidential information. 
Secret meetings in car parks, private eyes, 
logged telephone calls - intrigue on this scale 
may be more the stuff of thrillers than the 
real world, but h is also meat and drink to 
the courts and casts severe doubt on the in- 
tegrity of this bid. Certainly Mr Regan’s 
lawyers will want to make absolutely certain 
that no part of the offer, or the various side 
deals with partnere, is based on stolen in- 
formation. 

This is not the only risk to Mr Regan and 
his supporters, lb date Mr Regan has man- 
aged to limit his costs very effectively. But 
these rise exponentially the moment he pulls 
the trigger. As a result they may already have 
risen through the £10m mark, which is 
quite a gamble for such an uncertain out- 
come. Even if Mr Regan is right, and ft is 
possible to unlock the Co-op’s hidden 
wealth, there would seem to be a very high 
possibility of a rival proposal, or of the Co- 
op doing the exercise itself. Mr Regan may 


have started the ball rolling, but can be really 
expect to reap the rewards? I find it hard to 
believe he can. 

W hat do the Independents business 
pages stand for? Given that we have 

|ust won the Wincott award as 
fipaodal Journal of the year, I might perhaps 
be excused a little self-indulgence m 
attempting to answer this question.- ' 

In its ten-and-a-half years on- the news 
stands the Independent has . tried to stick 
broadly to the same set of guiding principles 
in its business coverage. Someone once 
described us as Thatcherite economics but 
with a social conscience. While we wouldn't 
accept that description in its entirety, it’s a 
reasonable caridature. Along the way there 
have been some errors of judgement, as well 
as some straying from the path of right- 
eousness. But on the whofo the approad I 
been consistently pro-business, pro-free mar- 


ket (in capital ana labour), pro-competition 
and (here’s something Mrs Thatcher would- 
n’t approve of) pro-European. . 

By the same token we are naturally anti 
monopoly in all its. guises, and anti abuse of 
commercial and market power. While sup- 
portive of British commercial interests, our 
outlook is essentially international and we 
don’t like Little Englander tendencies. 

We believe that on the whole business, 
enterprise, commerce and markets should 



have an unfettered ride, that they should be 
supported m what they, do unless there are 
very good public policy reasons for restrict- 
ing them. That is not to say that we are syco- 
pbanticalfy in. favour .of. everything . that 
business does. We like to think of ourselves 
as combative and campaigning, and we cer- 
tainly don’t stand in awe of business and the 
City, dr their leaders. Quite a tat of what 
businesses and mark ets do is silly, indefen- 
sible and destructive. It is part of our pur- 
pose to expose humbug, corruption, abuse 
and other forms of try on when we see -it. 

- %rts and all, however, we believe in the 
'free market system as a force for good, 
dynamic revitalisation and cathar- 

sis in society as well as the best method yet 
discovered for creating wealth. If all this 
sounds unneivingly like New Labour, let it 
cot be forgotten that the Independent got 
there long before Tbny Blair. Indeed so 
much of wfaat the Independent stands for on 
economics and business is now so widely 
accepted, internationally as well as across the 
dpmestic political divide, that there is a per- 
verse incunatioa to believe it may be time 
to move on and establish an entirely new 
agenda. Only kidding. The triumph of the 
businessman's view of the world in so much 
of public policy is one of the most striking 
features of late 2flth Century history. In our 
own small way, we have been a part of that 
process. . 


Anglian makes provisions 
on joint venture in Brazil 





action in Brazil 


Michael Harrison 
and Chris Godsmarit 

Anglian Water yesterday con- 
firmed it would be making pro- 
visions against losses on a joint 
venture in Brazil less than a 
month after denying it was ex- 
periencing any problems on 
the project. 

In a statement issued to the 
Stock Exchange, Anglian said it 
had conducted a full analysis of 
its international business and 
overseas strategy' and the out- 
come and any related provisions 
would be announced along with 
its preliminary results in May. 

A spokesman later confirmed 
the provision, expected to be in 
the region of £15m. would cov- 
er some of its operations in 
Brazil, where it is involved in a 
£30m waste treatment project 
in the south of the country 
with a joint venture partner. Ce- 
jen. 


Last month The Independent 
disclosed that Anglian was tak- 
ing legal action in Brazil after 
running into problems on the 
high-profile joint venture in- 
volving its international arm. A 
company employee based in 
Brazil has returned to Britain 
and is on “gardening leave". 

According to reports circu- 
lating in the industry, Anglian 
paid up to £12m into the bank 
account of an individual in 
Brazil and is now trying to re- 
cover the money. 

At the time a spokesman 
said he was not aware the com- 
pany had lost any money and 
the company would not be 
making any provisions because 
"we haven’t lost any cash". 

Anglian also denied that its 


financial director, Chris MeDor, 
had signed a bank draft made 
out to the account of an indi- 
vidual in Brazil or that it had 
hired private investigators to re- 
cover any lost money. 

Yesterday it said Mr Melior 
and Anglian’s company secre- 
tary did sign off the financing 
for the deafbut the cheque was 
made out to a company, not an 
individual. A spokesman 
saidAngUan had not hired any 
private detectives but he was un- 
able to say whether any lawyers 
acting on its behalf had done so. 

The Anglian employee who 
was working in Brazil, Peter 
Cashen, refused to comment 
when contacted at his North- 
amptonshire home last month. 

There is no suggestion that 


Mr Cashen or Cejen were in- 
volved in the disappearance of 
any money. 

The Cejen partnership was 
singled out in Anglian’s last an- 
nual report as an example of its 
B razilian ambitions. 

However, one senior water 
industry figure in Brazil said 
there were rumours that the 
partnership with Cejen had 
ended and that the official 
opening ceremony of the treat- 
ment works had been post- 
poned. 

It proved impossible to con- 
tact Cejen at its offices in the 
city of Curitiba, in the southern 
state of Santa Catarina. 

The company spokesman de- 
nied that the venture itself had 
become bogged down. 


Norwich Union flotation approved 



Thumbs up: Policyholders attending an e&n at the London 
Arena, Docklands, yesterday gave overwhelming support 
to Norwich's proposed flotation. The vote means L8 
million with -profit policyholders will get free shares worth . 
an average £1,000 Photograph: Jason Bye 


Scottish football club 
Hearts gets full listing 


Magnus Grimond 


Heart of Midlothian, one of 
Scutiand s oldest football dubs, 
is to become the first from 
north of the border in obtain a 
full stock market listing in a 
placing which will raise £5 -Ohm. 

However, the E14m valuation 
being put on the club, tradi- 
tionally supported by Edin- 
burgh’s Protestant community, 
is .some way below hopes ii 
would be vul ued at up to O tm. 
It comes just n day after in- 
vestor* warmed u» news that the 


Woburn Golf and Country 
Club, one of (he UK's (tip gnlf 
dubs, looks almost guaran- 
teed to host a major European 
golf tournamenl next > ear and 
will see a third championship 
level course developed fallow- 
ing a £5. 75m deal announced 
yesterday. PGA European Tour 
Courses, a company backed by 
the got e ruing body of European 
golf and Mark McCormack, the 
sports promutcc is taking a half 
share in the club in exchange 


Midlands-based Aston Villa 
would be valued at £126m by its 
float, in the middle of forecasts. 

But analysis said they were not 
surprised to sec the valuation 
coming down in the wake of the 
increasing numher of football 
clubs coming to market and the 
fall in their share prices. Hearts' 
advisers, stockbroker Williams 
de Broc, described the 140p-a- 
share placing price for the new 
shares, nearly 39 per cent of the 
enlarged capital, as “realistic". 

It will still bring a windfall for 
the chief executive, Chris 


for a payment of £750,000 to a 
trust controlled hy Woburn's de- 
veloper, tbe Marquess of Tavi- 
stock. and u £5m injection of 
cash. The course boasts 1,000 
members paying less tban 
£1,000 a year. PGA European, 
which has stakes in seven Eu- 
ropean courses, said it would 
become Us flagship operation, 
eventually rivalling Wentworth 
as the UK’s top non-member- 
ship controlled dub. The shares 
ended up 0.75 at 7p. 


Robinson, the Whcatsheaf 
catering entrepreneur who with 
Leslie Deans, the chairman, 
took control of the club in 
1994. Their combined stake, ac- 
quired for £2m, wfll be worth 
£6.4m after the stock market 
launch, although neither is sell- 
ing any shares. 

The money being raised will 
be used to finance a 
£2.97rastand at the club’s Tyn- 
castle Park stadium in Edin- 
burgh. the last part of an £Sm 
development. The new accom- 
modation at the Gorgie Road 
end. traditional home of Hearts 
fans, will seat 3,450. taking to- 
tal capacity to 18J00, and in- 
corporate corporate hospitality, 
conference and banqueting fa- 
cilities. Mr Robinson said lyn- 
casilc would become the 
third-best ground in Scotland, 
after those of Celtic and 
Rangers, and would incorporate 
a £238.000 pitch heating system 
to reduce the number of games 
cancelled by had weather. 

The prize for Hearts is a new 
television deal to replace 
disagreement between all the 
Scottish clubs and BSkyB, the 
BBC and Scottish Television 
currently worth £ 16m over four 
years. 


Woburn in £5.7m deal 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets' view 
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Italian 
setback 
on EMU 

Italy’s prospects of joining 
EMU in the first wave in 1999 
appeared dented this week. 
There were reports of a Fran- 
co-German pact to exclude it 
from monetary union in 1999 
and adverse comments from the 
European Monetary Institute, 
the forerunner of the European 
Central Bank, writes Chris 
Hughes. 

Italian newspaper reports 
said Germany had persuaded 
France to agree to exclude Italy 
on Lhc grounds that correc- 
tions to its budget were cos- 
metic. Many Germans fear the 
euro would be weaker than Lhe 
Deutschmark if Italy joined in 
1999. The reports suggested 
that Germany had threatened 
to delay the entire project. 

Alison Cottrell of Paine Web- 
ber said the Italian electorate 
was being softened up for tbe 
news that Italy would not be tak- 
ing part in 1999. While Ger- 
many is keen to exclude Italy 
from the first wave, it may not 
qualify itself. However, ac- 
cording to Michael Lewis of 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
officials were this week talking 
about calculating Germany’s 
budget on the basis of the 
former West Germany. 


IN BRIEF 

Car production increases by 13% 

UK car production rose a seasonally adjusted 5.4 per cent in the 
six months endin g March compared with the previous six 
months, and was up 13.4 per cent on the same period a year ago, 
according to the Office of National Statistics. In March, the sea- 
sonally adjusted index for total car production was 132, down from 
133 in February. Production allocated for export rose by 3.1 per 
cent in the six months to March and rose 273 per cent on the 
same period a year ago. Car production for the domestic mar- 
ket rose 83 per cent in the six months to March and was 0.1 
per cent higher on the same period a year ago. 

EU set to approve AAC’s stake in Lonrho 

European Union approval for Anglo American Corp to take a 
stake in Lonrho is set to be announced next Wednesday, after 
the South African mining giant agreed to scale back the size of 
its intended shareholding under pressure from Brussels. Com- 
mission officials confirmed that Anglo American offered to cut 
a 28.4 per cent shareholding in response to warnings that such a 
stake in Lonhro’s platinum division would be in breach of tbe 
ELTs competition rules. Karel Van Miert, competition commis- 
sioner, warned he would block a deal which allowed Anglo Amer- 
ican and Lonrho to control tbe price of platinum charged to 
European manufacturers. Anglo American is reducing its stake 
to just under 10 per cent, it is believed, although the Commis- 
sion said it was not in a position to confirm the exact figure. Brus- 
sels, which has the power to vet all mergers which affect the EU 
market, last year blocked a planned merger between the platinum 
interests of South Africa’s Gencor and Lonrho. 

Northern Foods buys Scottish Pride UHT 

Northern Foods has acquired the Scottish Pride UHT milk busi- 
ness for £8m from KPMG, the receivers. Scottish Pride UHT had 
sales in the year to 31 March of £30ra. Northern Foods intends 
to retain and develop the processing facilities at Kirkcudbright, 
which will become part of Northern Dairies' UHT milk opera- 
tions. The purchase includes all rights to the Scottish Pride brand. 

Chemring shares crash on profit warning 

The share price of Chemring, the engineering group, crashed from 
185p to 1225p on a warning it would lose dose to £2m before 
exceptional charges of £8m in the six months to March 1996. That 
compares with with a pre-tax profit of £4 3m in the same period 
last year. The company expects to return to profit in the second 
half of the year, but at a lower level than last year, with a con- 
siderable reduction in full-year profit before tax and exception- 
al items likely. Sales in Lhe fust half will be about £31m. down 
from £40.9m. The trading performance of Chemring s UK-based 
defence businesses continues to be affected by the deferment of 
defence orders, its specialist dolhing division is experiencing trad- 
ing difficulties, and the company has dosed its pyrotechnic and 
explosives division's firework operation. 

Beales Hunter forecasts downturn 

Beales Hunter warned that pre-tax profits for the year to 31 May 
would fall short of market expectations, sending shares in the elec- 
trical equipment company down from 149p to 126p. It attributed 
the lower forecast to intensified pressure on margins resulting 
from a significant decline in national refrigeration contractors' 
sales to major food retailers. Despite the downturn, Beales in- 
tends to recommend an unchanged final dividend of 7.8p net per 
share. 

Peek Holdings warns of interim losses 

Shares in Peek Holdings, the UK data and communications com- 
pany, dived from 753p to 44p after it said it was expecting in- 
terim losses of £13m, a sharp contrast to the £4ra of profits made 
in the same period last year. The company blamed a slowdown 
in a deferment of government funding for some of its clients world- 
wide. It said it was unlikely that much of the first-half shortfall 
would be recovered by the year end. Its traffic businesses in the 
Netherlands, US and UK expected flat sales and a significant re- 
duction in gross profit margin for the first six months of 1997. 
Acquisitions and investment in technology had lifted costs and 
margins would be hit by slower-than- expected progress on 
longer-term contracts where profit was realised at a late stage. 
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Electric profits warnings dull any surge in Footsie 


.am j a a&ojmij: 


A quartet of electric profit 
warnings unsettled shares. 
Footsie struggled for most of 
the session, ending with a 
modest 11.6 points gain to 
4310.5. 

The surge of cautionary 
comments, unusually stroag 
even by the usual Friday level, 
was hardly the sort of prelude 
the stock market would seek 
ahead of Monday’s fascinating 
flotation of the former Al- 
liance & Leicester Building So- 
ciety . 

Kacal Electronics was the 
biggest and most famous to 
blow a fuse. Its shares plunged 
33 .5p to 243 jp after it admit- 
ted profits in the year ended 
last month would be “in escess" 
of £40m. There had been 
hopes it would hit £70m. 

Cbemring, once a high-fly- 
ing electronic group which 
touched 451p last year, fell 
623p to 1223p after warning 
of a loss, before exceptiooals, 
of “not more than” £2m in the 


half year ending last month. It 
expects to make profits in the 
current six months. 

Peek, yet another electron- 
ic group, lost 31.Sp of its val- 
ue to 44paftCT forecastings^ 
month loss of around £L5m. Its 
shares have fallen from 130p 
in the past year. 

The sparks were also flying 
at Beales Hnnter.lt said prof 
its would fall short of market 
estimates which were around 
£3m. Hie shares dimmed 23p 
to 126p. 

Away from the faltering 
electrical sector, banks ana 
brewers inspired Footsie. 
Standard Chartered, still re- 
flecting kind words from reti- 
cent investment bouse 
Schrodexs, added a further 
27p to 892p. Bank of Scotland, 
figures next week, and Lloyds 
TSB were also pulled higher . 

Breweries were helped by 
comments the sector was over- 
sold. Scottish & Newcastle 
frothed 14 Jp higher to 675p. 
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But cider maker Matthew 
Clark remained subdued fol- 
lowing the HSBC James Cape! 
caution. The shares fell 7p to 
289p; theyhave lost 453p this 
week. PDFM, with 23 per cent, 
is the biggest shareholder. 

Tfesco shrugged off Nikko’s 
negative comment, ending 65p 
himer at 360-5p. 

Drugs had another active 
session. Shield Diagnostic fell 


a surprise cash-raising exercise. 
It pulled in £2£m by placing 
shares at 530pwftb institutions. 
Cantab Pharmaceuticals 

climbed 315p to l,010p but 
cautious commeots disturbed 
PPL Therapeutics, off 40p at 
392Jp. 


Zeneca was given yet an- 
other takeover whirl In late 
trading the shares jumped 48p 
to l*834p. Once again it was the 
Swiss winch were rumoured to 
be about to strike. Roche was 
said to be finalising plans to 
launch a hostile offer on Mon- 
day. 

The market is always on 
edge about Zeneca; it is con- 
vinced that one day the group, 
wfth an enviable drugs papefine, 
mil collect a bid. But even by 
Zeneca standards the latest 
sp ecul ation lacked conviction. 

BTPs link with Iblefomca 
lifted the shares 2p to 4445p 
and Northern Ireland Elec- 
tricity enjoyed SBG Warburg 
support, up lip at 39 lp. 


Bintofcfl Initial slipped 25p 
to 401 _5p as NatWest Securi- 
ties said scIL ft lowered its prof- 

: it estimates because of 
sterling's strength and a “shaip 
slowdown” in the core opera- 
tions in its second half year. 

But the investment house 
was more kind to the P&O 
property and dripping group. 
It suggests the shares could be 
worth up to 715p. They rose 
just 03p to 6095p. 

Sodete GeneraJe Strauss 
Turnbull did not have much 
better luck with Tomkins. It 
said diares of the buns to ; 
cortgjonjerate were a buy, ; 


to £5 15m tn the year ending 
thismonth with £565m likely 
next year. 

Analyst Andy Chambers 
said; “Whilst some of the bug- 
bears that continue to dog 
Tbmkins are not expected to be 
resolved in the near term, the 
company’s ramings and cash 
records warrant a far higher 


rating than is currently bemg 
attached to the stock.** - 

Bui the price of the last of 
the conglomerates still proud 
to be one was unmoved at 
266p. 

A sudden bout of Friday 
nerves hit Sunderland, one of 
the Premiership dubs strug- 
gling a gtinst relegation. 

■ With unquoted West Ham 
Utd saying the drop could 
cost it more than £5m the 
mariret started to fret over Sun- 
derland's dash with local rivals 
and fellow strugglers, Mid- 
dlesbrough; the shares fell 
22L5p to 495p. They have, dur- 
ing their brief market life, 
been as high as 760p. 

Thrnpyke, the engineer 
which has attracted the atten- 
tion' of ex-Snter chief David 
Abell, added U5p to 20-25p 
and Optometries, the optical 
equipment group, firmed to 
2op following the arrival of a 
consortium led by solicitor Pe- 
ter Leven c. 


Taking Stock 


n rhestertoa International, 
the estate agent andsurv^-on 
Unproved 5-5p *69-5?**- 
cpite an iwireased interim 
of £3-3n»- Director sto** 
{Lg provided the sprmAT- 

27Sfignra wercfalown 

four diredors.taduAng 

chairman Sir VWUiam Wells 

and new chief executive ^ 

WBcbad Holmes, 

115 000 shares at 60p- 

ingEhesterton’s proMem* 

sbouW be oven But the 
shares are stiB less thanhau 

the price achieved last yean 


□ Howie, an 

S13L5P although stockbro- 
ker ’feather & Greenwood 


of these ondervalned shares 
It believes profits wul be 
£ 900,000 this 

£L2m next Analyst Adrian 
Murray says Howie aims to 
develop into “a substantial 
engineering concern . 
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Evans in 
limbo’ at 
Saracens 


sport 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT - “ 

Blood on the walls at Saracens. 
rami»nt nciirosis at Leicester 
MdHariequms, acute anxiety 
at Wasps. Full-time rugby may 
have seemed like a barrel erf 
laughs last autumn as scores of 
newly professionalised players 
stretched out on the physio’s 
couch and pondered ways of 
spending their money, but the 
novelty is fast wearing off now 
that payback time has arrived 
with a vengeance. 

It is not much fun for the 
coaches either, especially those 
charged with securing some sort 
of return on the multi-million 
pound investments of their em- 
ptoyers. As Mark Evans and Rob 
Cunningham discovered after 
Saracens’ defeat at Sale on Tues- 
day - a result that erased any lin- 
gering hope the Londoners may 
have harboured of a lucrative 
place in neat season’s Heineken 
Cup - business is business. 

Saracens' decision to give 
Francois Pienaar a free hand as 
player-coach leaves Evans in 
limbo. He remains director of 
rugby- “contractually speaking, 
my position hasn’t changed,” he 
said yesterday - but with South 
Africa's World Cup-winning 
captain now calling all the shots 
that matter, the chain of com- 
mand has been turned on its 
head. Evans will meet with club 
officials tomorrow to discuss his 
revised role. 

C unningham, meanwhile. Yam 
relinquished his part-time as- 
sistant coaching role at Enfield 
- a venue Sanies may soon 
abandon in favour of a ground- 
share at W&tford football chib- 
and is now seeking pastures 
new. “Until now, my outside 
business interests have prevent- 
ed me from committing myself 
wholly to rugby, but I'm now 
keen to get involved somewhere 
on a full-time bass,” said the for- 
mer Bath and Scotland A hook- 
er who coached Bristol to a 
best-ever top four finish in 1993. 

On the face of it, then, Sar- 
ries could do without a visit to 

Rolph fails 
to make 
impression 

Swimming 

Susan Rolph finished sixth in a 
second successive final at the 
World Short Course Champion- 
ships in Sweden last night. 

The 18-year-old Newcastle 
swimmer repeated her perfor- 
mance in the 100 metres in the 
50m final, clocking 25.41sec. 
0.09sec outside her British 
record. Germany's Sandra "Stalk- 
er followed up her victory over 
100m, winning in 34.70. 

Richard Maden missed out 
on a medal by his fingertips as 
he was beaten into fourth place 
in the 100m breaststroke but 
had the consolation of record- 
ing a personal best. 

The Rochdale swimmer, who 
qualified for his first major final 
with the fifth fastest time, was 
just edged out by the favourite, 
Jens Kruppa of Germany, who 
had to settle for bronze. 

Maden clocked 1KJ0.3-, re- 

tfacmg his best by 0.0te». <»ra- 

pared to Kruppa s as 

Sweden’s Patrik Isaksson 
(59. 9Q) powered home from 
the outside lane to take a sur- 

Ruckwood broke his own British 
200m backstroke record to qual- 
ify for the final. The reigning 
Conunonwealth Games wamj> 
.kmat the distance 
off the mark he set m Sheffield 
last year when winning ms neat , 

in 1:55.63. * • , 

The 4 x 200m freestyle relay 
squad of Andrew Clayton, 
Gavin Meadows, Mark Stevens 
and Janies Salter broke the < 
British record by nearly seven ■ 
seconds with a marfcof 7:1L«- I 
Results, Digest, page 31 


Leicester today: W-lford Road 
is an awkward enough propo- 
sition for a side in the pnVlr, let 
alone one in the mire. But the 
Tigers, weakened by injuries to 
Austin Healey, Joel Stransfy, 
Will Greenwood and Smart 
Potter, are still reeling from 
three defeats in a week and are 
uncomfortably aware that a 
place in Europe is by no means 
a certainty. By contrast. Sanies 
are at foil stren gt h for the first 
time in more than a month. 

Quins, meanwhfie, do their 
Christians in the Colosseum bit 
at Kingsholzn, where Glouces- 
ter are proving rather less gen- 
erous-spirited than the average 
Roman gladiator. “We’ll be at' 
battle stations,” admitted Dick 
Best, the Quins coach. Glouces- 
ter drop Mike Peters from the 
right wing and play Audley 
Lumsden there instead, while 
Jason Leonard returns to cap- 
tain the visitors. 

Given the astronomical odds 
against OrreD, the bottom chib, 
winning at Bath thk afternoon, 
tt is most imHkely that ^bsps can 
tie up the Courage league title 
by beating Sale at LoftusRoad 
tomorrow. 

Indeed, Lawrence DaDagiio’s 
side will be hard-pressed to win 
anyway, thanks to the extxaor- 
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Mark Richardson has to mix working in the family ice cream business and playing rugby for his club, Aspatria, and county, Cumbria 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


Richardson ready to make ripples at HQ 


John Mitchell since his switch 
from Waikato to Cheshire. If 
Sale leave Shepherds Bosh with 

the points, Wisps would hare to 

win at Northampton and Har- 
lequins to make sure of the 
championship. 

In W&Jes, Arwel Thomas was 
hopeful of returning to 
Swansea’s tide-chasing side at 
Newbridge this afternoon fol- 
lowing surgery on the knee lig- 
aments he damaged eight weeks 
ago. There was good news for 
the Lions, too, after the latest 
medical bulletin on Nefl Jenk- 
ins suggested the Pontypridd 
captain was dose to a foil re- 
covery from a broken left arm. 
■ Geoff Cooke, the former 
England and lions manager, 
has sgnedafour-year contract at 
Bedford to become tbe dub’s fan- 
time chief executive from July. 


Mark Richardson docks on at 
6am to start his working day in 
an ice cream factory in Egre- 
monL Today he clocks on at 
3pm at Twickenham - but the 
fll) minutes of g raft ahead of him 
will be no working shift 

The County Championship fi- 
nal has survived as an anachro- 
nism in rugby union’s new age. 
Richardson could not put a 
price on the pride that wifi 
flush through his 6ft 4in, 19st 
frame when he becomes the first 
man to lead Cumbria on to Bflly 
W illiams * cabbage patch. 

In tan gj hfe terms, the captain 
and his team will receive noth- 
ing mate than a blazer, a tie and 
a kit-bag for toiling in the 
studmaiks of Martin Johnson, 

a £200.000-a-yeai:. man-in rhe 
professional era. - ^ . 


“There is no money in- 
volved, ” Richardson said yes- 
terday. “But that has never 
concerned us. It means an aw- 
ful lot to play at Twickenham. 

“There is still a place in rugby 
for the county championship. 
Ourselves and Somerset will 
enjoy our day.” 

At 35, Richardson has played 
two decades of senior rugby to 
reach the Mecca of English 
rugby. He has finally made it, 
ironically, just a month after his 
first representative honour. 

The No 8 known in Cumbria 
as "Thule” played for the Bar- 
barians at Leicester. Richard- 
son, captain of Aspatria, was a 
late replacement for Francois 
Pienaar, captain of the World 
Cup winners. South Africa. 

won as well,” Richardson 


Simon Turnbull meets Cumbria’s captain 
for today’s County Championship final 


pointed out. “Tb get to play 
against Dean Richards and then 
to play at Twickenham, it’s been 
a good couple of months for 
me.” 

Richardson has spent all but 
three of his rugby-playing years 
in Cumbria. A debutant in the 
Egremonl first team at 15, he 
played alongside Fran Cotton 
and Steve Smith for Sale in the 
1980-81 season but tired of the 
lone, late night drag up the M6 
after training. 

He spent two years travelling 
with fellow Cumbrians John 
Butler and NeD McDowell to 
play for Gosforth, as the Tyne- 
side chfo was still known in those 


BC days (Before Cash, or before 
Sir John Hall’s at least). But 
Richardson’s heart, like his 
home, has always been in Eng- 
land’s top northwest comer. He 
returned to Egremonl - where 
he works in his family's ice 
cream business - and joined 
Aspatria when they graduated 
to national league level seven 
years ago. 

It might have been different 
Richardson could have been 
among the paid ranks - the 
openly paid ranks - before 
Johnson, Pienaar and Richards. 

He played rugby league in his 
youth and had a trial for Bar- 
row, where his brother, David, 


a member of the Great Britain 
amateur leant became a pro- 
fessional. “David chose rugby 
league.” Mark said, “and I 
chose to go the other way.” 
That way lends the union man 
in the Richardson family to 
Twickenham today for part one 
of Cumbria's weekend inva- 
sion of the capital. Carlisle 
United are at Wembley tomor- 
row for the final of the Auto 
Windscreens Shield. 

“Hopefully Cumbria will be 
a ghost county for the next two 
days,” Richardson said. 
“Carlisle getting to Wembley 
may affect our support but 
I would think there will still be 
at least 20,000 in total at 
Twickenham.” 

That would be a vast im- 
provement on the past two 


finals, neither of which came 
dose in attracting five-figure 
gates, though the hearts of the 
RFU would have doubtless 
been as foU as the stands and 
the coffers had Cumbria's semi- 
final success against Cornwall at 
Redruth not scuppered the 
invasion plans of Trelawncy’s 
men. 

Having survived the brim- 
stone of Hell Fire Comer, Cum- 
bria must fancy their chances of 
updating the history books 
today. 

“If you look in the records,” 
Richardson said, “we won the 
final as, Cumberland, against 
Kent at Carlisle in 1924. 
Funnily enough, Somerset's 
only win was in 1923. So, on 
most recent form, we should be 
the winners." 


Urgency is absent from both sides Potter sets pace 


Crfcftot , 

CRAIG COZIER 

reports from Georgetown, 

Guyana 

India 194-2 v West Indies 


Heavy overnight and morning 
rain washed out the second 
day’s play in the fifth and final 
Tfest between- the West Indies 
and India here at the Bourda 
yesterday. 

Play was ruled out with the 
outfield left sodden in some ar- 
eas by consistent showers. The 


skies remained grey and the 
forecast for the rest of the 
weekend was only for more 
rain. 

India, after winning the toss, 
crawled to 194 for 2 on the 
opening day, Thursday. Rahul 
Dravid, the 24-year-old Kar- 
nataka batsman, was unbeaten 
7L, in the process reaching 
1,000 runs in his 14th Tfcst. His 
captain, Sachin Tendulkar, was 
62 not out. 

India, who trail 1-0 in the 
five-match series, were also 
frustrated by the weather in the 
fourth Thst just over a week ago 


in Antigua. There, the first 
three days were abandoned 
because of rain and the match 
ended in a two-day stalemate. 

The visitors have a history of 
woe in Guyana. Apart from 
their inaugural visit in 1953, and 
in 1971 when both matdies 
were drawn, India have been 
able to get tittle action at the 
venue. 

In 1962, they had to bypass 
Guyana because of politically 
motivated violence between 
the two major races in the 
country, Africans and East In- 
dians. On their fourth 


Caribbean to or, in 1976, rain 
fell so heavily In Georgetown 
that the Tfest match was 
rescheduled for Fort-of-Spain. 
Trinidad. 

On the two previous Indian 
toms, in 1983 and 1989, both 
Tfests in Guyana were spoiled by 
the weather. In 1983. two full 
days and a session were lost and 
a dull draw resulted. 

Six years later, after the first 
two days, no further play was 
possible over the last four, 
even with the conversion of the 
rest day. The prospects for the 
next few days appear bleak 


■ Paul ReiffeJ said yesterday - 
he is considering retirement 
after being dropped from the 
Australian squad for the up- 
coming Ashes tour of England. 
The seam bowler said he is re- 
luctant to continue if his only 
option is to represent his stale 
team, Victoria. Reifiel, 31 today, 
was left out of the 17-man Aus- 
tralian squad after being 
plagued by hamstring injuries on 
recent tours. Reiffel took 19 
wickets in three Tests on the 
1993 Ashes tour and his style is 
regarded as ideal for English 
conditions. 


Patient Chapman 
holds up Lancashire 


Wasim and Waqar to miss Tesi 


JON CULLEY 
reports from Headingjey 
Yorkshire 289 arxf 298 
Lancashire 482 


After the chaotic scenes in 

other parts of Leeds yesterday 

morning, HeadmgfeyWstbave 
appeared more than usually 
calm to the players of Lan- 
cashire, who left tgshind the 
drama unfolding- - on the 
doorstep of tbefrrity^ceiitre 
hotel to move within sghi of - vic- 
tory in the Roses friendly. 

Not that if counts for a great 
/W 2 f there is a debate over the 
first-dass status of the university 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

37 billion 


The prqjectedsze of 

, - ■ . — u.irfwvn MUTK 


for the 64 Thatches nett 

fa France - more thMtw 


Olympics in Atlanta. 


game s, meavnuuui^ui ukuuu- 

tinction to this fixture must also 
be questioned. The public, so 
thinly represented here that 
counting them has not been an 
exercise too taxing, certainly 
seemed to have seen ft for. the 

gentle warm-up ft has become. 

With so many of each county’s 
principals absent, the contest 
was barely more than a second- 
XI meeting in any case. York- 
shire, at least, will field a rather 
different fine-up, indodin g their 
new Australian signing, Darren 
Lehmann, when the sides meet 
again in die Benson & Hedges 
Cup on Monday week. _ 

This match has been signifi- 
cant for one rare phenomenon: 
a sighting outside his .usual 
habitat of Yorkshire’s reserve 
wicketkeeper, 

The 25 -year-old from Brad- 
ford has been granted so few 
opportunities smee hisdebutm 

1990 that this was only ha ™ 
fijst-cJass appearance m eight 


seasons and his first for five 
years. Judging by the success of 
his return to action, cure wonders 
how he has put up with so tittle 
senior activity. 

But for Oiapman, supported 
by the efforts of Gavin Hamil- 
ton, Lancashire might have 
been packed and away before 
tea, the spoils of victory, such 
as they are worth, in the bag. 

They had Yorkshire hi a seem- 
ingly hopeless position. With 
the dismissal of Bradley Parker 
to acatch in the covers as a live- 
ly Peter Martm danced his third 

wicket, his Side were 127 for 5,. 
66 short of making. Lancashire 
bat again. Their prospects took- 
another downward turn at 144 
when Alex Wharf sliced Mike 
Whtkroson to deep third man. 

But Ghapman dearly did not 
intend to squander his moment. 

Painstakingly at times, but with 
the occasional flourish, he com- 1 
piled a three-hour maidenlalf- 
centuiy that gave Yorkshire the 
imoqieeted satisfaction of gring 
to tea m front 

Hamilton, whose judgement 
of a single had always looked 
shaky, almost inevitably ran 
himself out - and on 49 to boot 
when bechanced an impossible 
run to the bowling of Gary 
\htes. r^apnwn, sensibly, would 
haw none of ft and both bats- 
men wound up at the same end. 

Even so, the partnership had 

realised 94 and given York- 
shire a lead at that point of 45. 
Much to Lancashire’s frustra- 
tion, Chapman continued his ip- 


ROUND-UP 


Pakistan wQl be forced to cope 
without Wasim Akram and 
Waqar Younis, who have taken 
538 Tfest wickets between them, 
for the first of the two Tests 
against Sri Lanka in Colombo 
tomorrow. Wasim is nursing 
an injured bowling arm, a result 
of excessive cricket, and Waqar 
has a fractured toe which has 
ruled him out of the tour. 

It means that Pakistan's new- 

ball attack will consist of the in- 

experiooced Mohammad Zahid 
and Shahid Nazir. Wa&im’s re- 
tdacement as captain is Rameez 


Pakistan have already called 
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nines until he was caught at slip 
off Martin for 80, leaving the 
visiting side stiti with something 
to da 
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for another fast bowler Mo- 
hammad Akram as Waqaris re- 
placement, but have the 
knowledge that the new fast 
bowlers were responsible for an 
innings and 13 runs win over 
New Zealand last November. 

Sri Lanka have included one 
newcomer, Russell Arnold, in 
their 15-man squad. Arnold, a 
left-hand batsmen who also 
bowls off-spin, beat Aravinda de 
Silva’s record aggregate for a Sri 
Lankan domestic season in 
1995-96. He will play if their 
opener, Roshan Mahanama, 
fails to recover from a chipped 
left toe. 

Graeme Hick wanned up to 
renew his challenge for a Test 
place with 178 for Worcestershire 
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against Somerset in a 50-over 
practice match at Thunton yes- 
terday. Hick hit nine sixes, two 
of which went over extra cover 
off Andy CaddBck, and 19 fours. 

Warwickshire are confident 
that their new captain, Tim 
Munton, will be fit to lead his 
side in next Wednesday’s Bri- 
tannic Assurance County 
Championship opener against 
Glamorgan at Cardiff, despite 
a recurrence of his back injury. 

Munton, who missed half of 
the 1995 season because of a 
chronic back problem, was 
ruled out of yesterday's friendly 

against Notting hamshir e. Mun- 
ton is expected to play in an- 
other friendly at Northampton I 
on Monday. 
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Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 


Sarah Potter, the fonner Eng- 
land cricketer and daughter of 
the playwright Dennis, opened 
the scoring in the fifth minute 
to send Colwall on their way t o 
a 3-2 victory over Tblse Hill in 
the opening game of the 
women's Inter-League Play- 
offs at Milton Keynes yesterday. 

With the 16-year-old Isabel 
Palmer dominant in defence, 
Cohvall always had the edge, 
sending in Jane Hudson and 
Jackie Styles in to complete the 
scoring. Tulse Hill’s response 
came from Sheena Bailey, their 
captain, and the comer special- 
ist, Alex Stephenson. 

The restructured men’s 


County Championship, hockey's 
oldest domestic competition 
dating back to the first winners, 
Lincolnshire, in 1958, gets un- 
der way today at eight venues. 
The competition is split for the 
first time into A and B Divisions, 
with the winners of the eight 
groups playing off at Milton 
Keynes over the weekend of 3 
to 4 May. 

Surrey, the defending champ- 
ions, host one of the A Division 
groups at Surbiton where their 
strongest opposition is likely to 
come from Somerset. Sur- 
biton’s surprise advance last 
weekend to the Hockey Asso- 
ciation Cup semi-finals has 
been a blessing for Surrey, who 
have now centred their side vir- 
tually on the Surbiton squad, 
with a couple from Richmond. 


Paterson’s pivotal role 


Basketball 

RICHARD TAYLOR 

Wembley holds no fears for 
Newcastle Eagles and. if they 
can continue their winning away 
sequence against London Tbw- 
ere there tomorrow, they will re- 
turn for the Budweiser League 
play-off finals on 3 and 4 May. 

The quarter-final series be- 
tween League runners-up "tow- 
ers and seventh-placed Eagles 
hangs on the derisive third 
game. Eagles lost twice at home 
in the League, but beat Towers 
away. Then they lost the open- 
ing quarter-final game 91-79 in 
Newcastle, but defeated Tbwers 
80-70 last week at Wembley. 


Scott Paterson proved his 
importance to the Eagles. He 
missed most of the first play-off 
game with an eye injury, but re- 
turned to lead their scorers 
with 23 points, including three, 
long-range, three-pointers. 

“Scon is a pivotal piece on 
our chessboard,” Tom Han- 
cock, the Eagles coach, said. 
“Some people don’t like the 
idea of 6ft lOin guys stepping 
out to shoot the three, but 1 da” 

The Tbwers' coach, Kevin 
Cadle, just wants to make 
amends. “I made some mistakes 
in terms of personnel and de- 
fensive moves,” he said, "but 
even so, when you had as many 
open shots and Iasi breaks as we 
did, you have to convert them.” 


‘No curse’ says champion 


Cycling 


Johan Museeuw, the world 
champion, is out to disprove 
theories of a jinx when he lines 
up in the Liege-Bastogne-Ufige 
race tomorrow. 

Bad hick has blighted the Bel- 
gian World Cup holder’s three 
previous Cup races this season, 
crashing during the Mflan-San 
Remo sprint finish, colliding at 
a crucial time in the Tour of 
Flanders, and suffering a five 
punctures in the fhris-Rouhaix. 

His mishaps were reminiscent 
of past misfortunes that have 
been suffered by world champ- 
ions who have subsequently 
worn the rainbow jersey in the 


classics over thepast decade. "I 
don't believe in [a curse] ... and 
even if it was true the jersey 
would still be worth it,” he said. 

Museeuw, who has won the 
World Cup series for the past 
two years, nevertheless feels it 
will be difficult town the Ucge- 
Bastogn e-Liege race, a testing 
262km (164 miles) ride in hilly 
southern Belgium. 

“On paper this race suits me 
the least.” Museeuw said. The 
in-form Frenchman, Laurent 
Jalabert, feels at home on hilly 
courses, however, and is (he hot 
favourite to complete the Bel- 
gian “Ardennes double" after 
having romped to victory in 
Wednesday’s Fleche Wallonnc 
classic. 
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A gamble 


that paid off 


for Ebdon 


Guy Hodgson meets a man in the right 
frame of mind to end Stephen Hendry's 
reign as world snooker champion 


T he one thing you could 
never sav about Peter 
Ebdon is that he is boring. 
It takes a certain brassiness to 
record a single “1 Am A Gown” 
when a number of snooker 
naiehers concur with the title. It 
is hardly the action of a shrink- 
ini! violet, either, to thump the 
air and scream when you win an 
important match. 

Indeed, the 26-year-old world 
No 3 polarises opinions. Some 
people lake one look and reach 
for the diatribe, others see him 
as a draw, a foil to the deadpan 
of Stephen Hendry. Black and 
White, cocky showman or a 
breath of fresh air. indifference 
docs not seem to register. 

Which, for some, will make 
the next 1 7 days of the Embassy 
World Championship as much 
a trial of pain or pleasure as it 
was 12 months ago. Last year 
Ebdon surprised some by reach- 
ing the final, this lime it would 
barely raise an eyebrow. Take 
away the enduring proviso, 
Hendry, and he would be the 
favourite to win the title. 

“I’d like to think I'll be world 
champion." he said, his eyes 
closing and his face lighting up 
just in anticipation. “Just to win 
it once. Just to say 1 did that. 
Hopefully it’s this" year, if not 
next year." 

The journey towards his an- 
ticipated year oegan with being 
inspired by watching Steve 
Davis and Jimmy While and tak- 
ing up the game as a 14-year-old. 
By the time he was due to take 
eight O-Ievcls he was hooked, 
skipping his exams and causing 
a deep and unhappy chasm 
with his father, who refused to 
speak to him for six months, 
it was a crazy decision, look- 


ing back on it now," he said. ‘it’s 
worked out for me but Td be 
mortified if my children did h. 
My father's reaction made it 
mentally tough but it was his test 
for me. 1 look back and I know 
be was thinking ‘if he can get 
through this, he can get through 
anything'." The rift has long 
since been healed. 

In retrospect, snooker should 
have been braced for something 
different. Pony-tailed and be- 
decked in eye-wateringly bright 
waistcoats, Ebdon gatecrashed 
into the greater consciousness 
in 1992 by annihilating his hero, 
Davis, 10-4 in his first match at 
the Crucible. 

“1 found the whole thing, the 
Crucible, Sheffield, inspiring," he 
said. “1 remember the first year, 
before I played Steve I walked out 
into the arena when it was emp- 
ty. It was incredible, I had goose 
pimples ail over. I could just imag- 
ine the atmosphere. I don’t think 
HI ever forget that feeling." 

His first ranking title, the 
Grand Prix. came in 1993 and 
this year he has claimed two oth- 
ers- He says he is having an in- 
consistent season, the result in 
part of the 16-12 defeat he suf- 
fered in the world final at the 
hands of Hendry 12 months ago. 

"1 was more than very disap- 
pointed," he said. “1 was so tired 
by the time I got to the final that 
I didn't really do myself justice. 
Td had three very tough match- 
es against Jimmy White (13-12), 
Steve Davis (13-10) and Ronnie 
O’Sullivan (16-14) and mental- 
ly I was exhausted. 

"I didn’t play anywhere near 



Greatness beckons 
determined Hendry 


GUY HODGSON 



Peter Ebdon: Charted (just) with ”1 Am A Clown" 


Photograph: Alex Livesey/Allsport 


as well and although, in my 
opinion, Stephen didn’t either. 


opinion, Stephen didn’t either, 
experience is a massive factor, 
particularly at the Crucible, 


and that saw him through. If Td 
continued where I'd left off 
against Ronnie, I believe Td 
have come through no matter 
who my opponent was. 

“Afterwards 1 don’t think I 
started practising early enough in 
the summer and, although I won 
the fust tournament of the sea- 
son, the Regal Masters, therewas 
a delayed reaction to the fact that 
I hadn't put enough work in.” 

Away from that work, off the 
table there was the singing - "It 
charted. Well, it went in at 157 
or 167 if you can call it chart- 
ing and it declined after that” 
-but, more lastingly, there is 
racehorse breeding, something 
he hopes to devote more time 
to when he retires. 

Ebdon has three fillies in 
training at Eric Alston's yard 


□ear Preston, Ordained and 
Magic Lake who have already 
won for Him, and Poetry In Mo- 
tion, whose sire is Ballad Rode. 
It is the last of the three who 
excites her owner most 

"She’s a very well-bred ani- 
mal so even if she doesn’t race 
I can take her to any top-das 
stallion. Her progeny will be 
worth a lot of money to me be- 
cause of the strength in depth 
of her pedigree." 

It all points to a man who 
gambled with his education 
being equally profligate with his 
p-flrmngF now but, as with many 
things about Peter Ebdon, the 
first impression is not necessarily 
the right one. 

“Fve been very lucky in that 
the hoises have virtually covered 
their expenses so far. I used to 


enjoy having a bet but one of the 
things that being a horse own- 
er has taught me is that, even 
when they are fit, fancied and 
dying, they are animals, not ma- 
chines. That taught me a good 
lesson early on. When they 
run, they haven’t a penny of 

min e on them.** 

Animals, not machines. It 
could be applied to Ebdon him- 
self. His flamboyant reactions to 
success, be says, are bom of ex- 
dtement and owe nothing to 
cockiness or disrespect “It 

shows how much I care,” be said. 

At least the spectator knows 
what his feelings are. There is 
no facade when he wins a 
match, just unconfined joy. 
Snooker, some say, is short of 
characters. Ebdon embodies 
the counter-argument. 


TODAY 
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Helens v CMherae; veudm GM v Damen- 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Touan v Andover, 
Aenwoucuirefl v BAT Sports; Bournemouth FC 
v EasdeWh; BRKhenhurst v Bemerton Heath; 
Cowes Sports v ChrEtchurcfu Dwvnton v 
Portsmouth RN: Gosport v Rydo; Petetsheid v 
East Cowes Vies: Romsey v Lymtngton; 
Whrtchurcti v Thanfoam. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pmntor DMston: 
Godesmn y Newmareac Great YamnuhvSud- 


(U v Hooesier CZ); VMMnhal (2) v West MU- 
lands Pofc» tlj. 

FEDERATION BREWERimORneVI LEAGUE 
Hrtt DMston: ftariflpg nm v Whtty; COOSBa 
v Crook; Durham elbsTLaw: Eaeregten vGuB- 
boreutfK RTMNeweastttvUNcMiara; StOdoa 
v Morpeth. 

PRESS &JOURNM.HGWAM) LEAGUE: Brt>- 


FonwaMwJiBnlcavyteiB^FoaWftarrivClach- 
re»Jd(fn;(¥aoadiur^vltothes;HuTifyvBuck- 
» Thntle: Wfck Academy v Loanemouth. 
LEAGUE OF wales: Caemarton v Caersws 


(230); Conreh* Quay v Porthm ad og Corey 
vBd8foFeny;HolyweivWjeryaHyttiLHreantf- 
f»d v Rhyl; rtortjwn vCBrmartherxTonPen- 
tm v Ebtw VMe (230): Wristewol v Cwmbran. 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Pramtar DMston: 
Ards v CWtDnWte; Crusaders v Cotarane; Gie- 
navon v Portadown; LnfieM v Gtontoran. First 
ftvworc Baljmena v Omagt; Carrtcft v Bafly- 
dare: Lame v DteOleiy; Newry * Bangor. 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND Pre- 
mier DMston: Deny CRy v St Patrick's Ath- 
letic (7301. 


y Liverpool St Halanp; Harrogate * HMont; Lyd- 
ney v Moriey: RewAngvRosatyn FWt; vreteau 
* Rocfruth; MfwMUe v Odey. Postponed: 
Lends v Fylde (mv ploybg SvnOyi. Netton- 
ol LerepM Foit NorttcAsoatna v i^andat: Here- 
ford v Bunwi^tam/Soghull;. Nuneeton v 
MenrJiestDr: Sandal v Preston Grasshoppers; 
SheffieU v VWKestac Smurbnda: * Stohe-on- 
Trent; WliBliig nn park v LchfreW. NetlonN 
LeeBnFourSoutfcAstearavNevfouiyiCBni- 
bertay v Hl^i Wycombe: Charlton P»k v Ply- 
mouth: Cheftenhare v Mecbpiban Pofice; 
North Watsham v Barkfog TBbaid v Berry HB; 
waston-S-Mare v Henlay. 

WB3H NATIONAL LEAGUE Rest DMston: 


M; Aktndgeu BuystEferesiito: Con 
ton; TUbb HN e Bun Sl Ednsnds. 


Bndgsid v Caaphdy (230); Cardiff v Duovant 
(230); Ebtw Vale y POntypndd (230); Neath 
v Newport (2301; NewtKtd& v Swansea 
(230); TreorchyvUanefl (230). Second □»- 
vMore Abamy vAtwavcn £23®; Botyn a an 
y Badwood (230); Cmsa Keys y Yarartoin- 

— a£230);Roo- 

[Cantfl Inst); 

Wales Potee (230). 


bury Wanderere; Hadietfi v Felwstow; Hat- 
stead v Fakennam; ttowich i Wrexham; 


Lowestoft v Clactorg SKmsnaika v Matft SurF 
buy Town y Buy TowiiWanon vwaitx^s Ws- 
bech v Disk Wbodbndgi v Tiptree. 
INIERUNK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALUAKCE: 
Btokenall v SendweO Borough; BoUmoe St 
Michaels v Hinckley Athtenc; Bddgporth v 
Srapenidl; Halesowen Haroercv restore; OU- 
bury v Chasetown; PeSaB Vila v Knypersley 
Verona; ShiftmiyBarwen: Stratford vRushaL 
LeatoM (top sereHtoals second lac Bkm«h 


Rugby Union 

3,0 unless *trm>n 

CtS COUNTY CHAMPIO(tSf«> Rnsb CXntyia 
y Somerset fat rnfcAenh a nU.ltodervai Host 
Dorset & Witts v Yorkshire 11230) fat 7W*rt- 
anhSRV- 

COURAGE CLUBS’ OMHB>IONSHB> N*- 
ttonsl Usoue One: Bath v Orrefl; BnsU y Lon- 
don Insh; Gtoucesrer v Hertaquins; Letoestfir 
vSaaoars (2.15); Mtast HarOepool yNonhamp- 
m. Nattonal Leagm Two: Bedford v London 
Scottish; Btoddwath v Waterloo; Coventry v 
Moseley: Nottngh nm v RufJjy: Richmond v 
WaheMd; Rotherham v Newcastle. Nattonal 
league Three: CSfton v London VWUh; Exeter 


Hockey 

COUNTY CHAMPIONSMP: Pool One (Cros- 
by, 1030-6.0): Lancs, Ouham, Nothants, 
MnWesiR. Essex. Pool Two (TeBonl, 1030- 
6JJ): girapchlra. Cheshire, Kara. WteMdrs, 
Nans. Pool Three (Cannock, KL30-S3): 
Salts. Sussex. RAF, Berks, Yorks. Pool Foot 
(SW btton, 1030-63): Army, Surrey, Cambs, 
SonwsaL Hants. Pod Rye (Ctoator Moot}: 
Cumbria. Worts, Channel Islands, NorfoBt. 
Northumberland. Pod Six (Melton Mowbray. 
1030-63): Laics, Uncs, kiM. Dertws. Poo I 
Seven (Port sm outh, 1DJ0-64Q: m. Conv 
wa*. Devon, Hereford. Beds. Pool SgM Rp- 
awtdi, 23D630):SiiHK WDs. Gtoues, Qssi. 
WOMEN'S MIBULEAGUE PLAY-OFFS (MB- 
trre Keynes NHS, UUMkO): ftjynwnvTuba 


Other sports 

BADMMTON: Pnom* Ptondent ftand Slam 
(RadbridgN. 

JUDO: BnWh Open Qwnpkxntsps (Natoosl 
Indoor Arena. BHm l mhgtt)- 
MOIOR RACMG: Brtnsh TouangCto Chamfaon- 
Stvp (Siverstone). 

SNOOKBC Bre baw World Champtordilpc 
(StolTiald). 

XAELETBWSi ro i xiMir weltoChamplonshps 

(Glasgow). 


TOMORROW 

Football 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DMston: 


Ctewlqrv Nuneaton (305- Saathem DMston: 
St Leonards Stamooit v Bucfengton Town 
C33). 


BANGOR 


HYPERION 

2.10 Chorokce Chief 2.40 My Nominee 
33-0 Indian Jockey 3L45 Prussia 4JL5 KiltuHa 

4.45 Orange Ragusa 5.15 Maploton 



■ 1 iiii'li'luiare.iiirj- run-iu U.'ijnU 

M* ■ ' r- 1 >1 «ii \ l r- -\l um m-.u- jiim tinn nT .W'J" and IWdijf). 

n ; . iii'iii Un-iluin M.«i.m. .UNWISSION: Padikirk 40: 

' i •■■••* ,4 1 in,- nil t-iHknuri-sl. CAB PARK: Free. 

mJMLT.EHP FT ENT nUE: IVrsUn EHir i 2 .|i)i 
! v ' 1NNtHS ,N L.VNT STTYEN DAYS: Sharp Command 
■ • : in - 1 ,i. s -liii fn-kl i>ii SjiunLn 
l.<»M,ntvrv\LT.I1 NNRRN.UBvrCbw, i ini -Witt iTlmlk-. 

1 -. i :|. :•?— it-i.-n ii, [vUi.mi. (it-ti'it 


1 30560- 

2 415-3W 

3 330002 
A 00JP53 

5 314RY 

6 331044 

7 01-1600 

S 432312 
3 1-4PW2 
10 U041 

U 460333 

12 10-POO6 

13 430064 

14 4*026 

15 34060 

16 UFTVPPO 


SOTHEBY'S HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £5000 added 3m 

PRMC DtoPLAT (1410) (tfi A Harvey 11 11 10 -TJaokx 

am>IR<W I® (lB»TGresheM 7114 PHoEsy 

PRUSStA CT WCUy6 110 (toy Ms (3) 

HOOOED HAWK (50) N Hcnderexi 6 11 0 — IRNmn# 
PB) W CMOS (1399) Mrs V mums 9 10 13 — IStom 
nURARE (48 (CD) R Vttnfivuse i 10 11 3 J KsWPS0i (5) 
BETTER BTTHE GLASS (SI) (0| NT-OaresB 204 jnMU 

HRST CIMCK (U) (BOFfortan 12 10 3 TBey 

LAYHAM LOW (18) 0 SheeWd 6 10 3 lAMcCsrflqr 

SHARP COMMAND (T) P Ecdea 4 10 2 Bnsst 

TKO? CLAW (21J A HOOSG li 10 0 to G Sb«*hi (7) 

WU.THnaE(37) PBeaumortrfi 100 _JAFMsr 

DEBWG BBDGE (19) (Df tts S bira 7 10 (LW ktostas 
THB NETTIE DANGBi (Si) 0) 0 Berman 13 10 0 JM Boson 

CED CAVALIER (70) J J OTtaff 6 10 0 MtohSwn 

KANO WARfOOR (381 (tR B PTOece 10 ID 0 I MoCked (7) 

-lSdsdarad- 


HYPERKJN 

2-35 Shekels 3JQ5 Over The Pate 3L35 Sctmaz- 
zle 4A15 Donxaine De Pron 435 'Riffmrt George 
5.05 Siberian Mystic 5^5 Mountain Path 

GOING: Good (Good to Firm to places). 


S Left-hand course with iiOOyd run-in. 

Course H SW ot ScratTorci-an-Avon cm M39. SoatTord sudfin 
Im- ADMISSION: Club £12; Taurrewlls S3; Course £4. CAR 
PAJUbhtfde course S2, rerastoder toee- 
BL1NKBSED FIRST 3TM& Lord shuib (4JjS). 

WINNERS IN TEE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Pohfaa Pride pL05) 
won K Ncwcon Abbot on Saturday; Dafly Sport Gbi (5.05) won 
at Sorelmefl on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Careuty H oom fBJ6) sent 188 
miles by N Lampard from BMhttft PtWBW 

[ A or- ( JENKKSONS NOVICE HURIX£ (CLASS E) 
1*^°! (D/V I) E2J0Q0 added 2m 6f HOytte 

1 40-341 9BIQS (35) C Bredo 6 11 4 GBHdMy 

2 QC3346F BECK AW ML (73S) Mss V Mens 8 10 12 fllfota 

3 0 HKUNEKMDME(SqN)tnJsaon51D12— NAHb^nid 

4 00 GRSIIQI8 6M) AJaaes510J2 DCmryf7) 

5 564 DBSH DELKW (119) R Cuts 5 1012 DManfs 

6 MD HBL BAY SAN (42) Mis U Janas 6 10 12 DerekOm 

7 OOQOLDGMMsd61012 P QW#re 

8 Qr-0 SDKrogjMcQmdie81012 sW)m 

9 99 nULROSE (19) R Snitn 7 10 7 toi Bakhtala (7) 

10 0 BtSDANN(44)ANBncont»5107 PHiaWyO) 

11 MARIES GOUT TOonent 5 10 7 LAaptolto 

"UdscteBd- 

BEITWCS 134 StocM*. M OMtod, 13r2BMk M CaB, 1M Realm 
TMabte. 10-1 Hsb DeNH, 12-1 toon Mag, 18-1 oto> 

| I one I LAUREPfFPERRKR HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS Cl £5300 added 2m 4f 


2 *mi CREWE novice hurdle (class e> 

■ U £3500 added 2m 4f 


WRIR LRH STAR iU j POuwcfi liij yig j wm—I m 

™«14N ELITE i25l Jig JRItavanaghB 

■■■1 ItotoO rvBtomiaiCX^sni; J RdUon 

r 5 H fML BEMHiaiD)»iM.-niMxai511 lACVWk pa 

QPW KgOWEFISmBnoSrwvmrM’illOJAIlBMhv 

• COOL CAT i52l I r.,* lie ....v SMton 

COWER-5Unt 061 ? a.crn 5110 W tfastoe 

JEUARO i63l A kr>j6 11 (' Jato 

;■ ONt BOY S5i ; Hjwi 5 UP 

ORHOCO VTNILRE (2181 A Oafev & Ii 0 _... rSd 

PHARMONVW.bS^rUd -.UFtoaBE) 

- B0tWDPQ5T (1301 tftx L Mutai 5 II fl Ifc-a UfnqH 

WE CROOKED OAK (88) If T. 5 II 0 D tfididi 

■ ' •’ T IEKIIl iKIY VKAR (4531 G Rfrn gts 7 u sued g-— » 

WESERN SUM i ?U0 .... _ i w ia 

5.:- ASX HEW 032) T ya b 10 0 1.../ pjg 

DUK9DN KMGHT H hrav i 10 7 ..JMa0M(7) 

KHALRHOUM 135) 5< .win EfatM B: 4 10 f .D JltoreK^ 
-IBdrtUred- 

BEnwt 7-4 Qwrakee CNN, 7-2 Rbg Of VSsIml 4-X Persian Etta. 8-1 
Ssecaal Beet 14-1 Natkem Star. IB-1 Ulbln. 20-1 other* 


54Lfl! ROBERT JONES OPEN HUNTER CHASE 
• i (CLASS H)£2/X» added 2m 4/ 110yds 
■. ir-*:- iawoFSHADOii5U9)LtoCiir)mioi:rtosw«m 

MYIKMMEE (10) fED) 0 ^chofc 9 12 7.MrRBnrton(7)B 
: RWHDta«RP|3l5)5r^rij-. ui2 7..JirB(>alr)d((a 

’ OUSIE5DEUCHT01) UGClUsO 13 0 MrCViBmSl 

DAw»iasE[i4)[BnMEk«i0uojtoiiiitaraBii(7) 

- siLaGiaiM^aTkrw^iro toWTraMeum 

NADMD i502l :> 1 1 L’ 0 MrAHMi(7) 

- - - TRESS FOR ACTHN (757)55- Beam U 12 0 -to RFndlSI 

• J SAAM USA) iC6 7).iga-^Lit J 3120.3BaSSii*)dafc(7) 

. n»u PQBECT (21) J SaniPi U 120 tt»Xa«Wdb(T) 

:: THORMBU. 08D f Ijarniv, : U ? to A Wood (7] 

• 21 Hectored - 

EOTHG. B-u Hy Hombwe. G-l IMaeietri, 7-1 GiUg, 8-1 nut For 
Aflat ID-1 Sanglf Parfeci, tj-i ShN. 14-1 Haded. 18*1 otbere 


i Qin , 1 HALL1WEU LANDAU NOVICE CHASE 
i 1 (CLASS D) £6poo added 2m 1/ 110yds 

^?::u —RAN JOCKEY (45) (GDI if Ply 5 U 11 OWdtb 


: &WJC DSWtAft C2B Bf) S Sn.Bi 0 U 0 G Fftjen (E) 

paWDBSSJTKTOv-ruO JMrRBMM (7) 

•i TttSEOtnawtMDMa^reilO .TlMfe 


4 TWSECRET«W(»DIIW^ 16 U 0 T lento 

7 * ME UOfT (28) G Ptfertj 8 10 9 .JBdwttflueN 

- ^ OSODNK S«AB0Nia«nM£an510 7 V Sectary 

-Sdec—ed- 

j®™ 61 ” *»“»■ M EWtoptor. 8-1 Da* UftL 14-1 Iba Se- 

cret firry, 26-1 Cme* Shadnr, 33-1 Stad Bold 


asr 7& IWs Neale DangSr 9sr 66 . OU Garter 9s 5S. Kan} Htoiwr 9st 36. 
BETTINGc FORECAST. 7 -2 Slurp Conansed, 11^ Hooded Hark, 8-1 Prae- 
•to, 13-2 Hret Creek, 8-1 Cutttrert Nd, 10-1 Rnrare, 12-1 others 

14. ml BROOKES BELL NOVICE tfGAP CHASE 
1-^1 (CLASS D)£5/XK) added 2m 4flli0yds 

1 50PU1 QUIE A AUN UR) (D) 5 aDatehaw 9 12 0. to R Burton (7) 

2 S1F-134 HARVEST VIEW (35) (DJCBlOakEi 7 11 7 M Bony (7) 

3 56J2P1 FRONTTBl FUSHT (12H) Lte LS«Jii> 7 10 &.£ Huxfeaad p) 

4 JPPTP LBERMBAN (71) 0 9&*&od 7 10 2 I A McCarthy 

B 3Q3UP2 OIRRASfPE1ER(2S) MsPBctortan 101OOAqrLa«fe(3) 

6 333312 HLTUUJtHftMBSaretiTlOO e rut— pa 

T 332453 WMIOW (17] A Tune 7 100 CRM 

5 005563 ALASKAN HERDS) A Sieete- 6 100 TBeyV 

9 523624 (CXIiNARDS BOY (19) D McCain 7 10 0 DMMB 

10 -TOSF AUISEY BUIE ( 66 ) A lure* 8 10 0 MFofbr 

-U) declared - 

Mwc 1*4 Barits Qnragn ftteraa 1010 , map 9b m Wnnm 
9 b 10®, /man HW 9k JH HeatffiWtfsflJ) 9st Itt. ABwyBwSaiab 
M «W* A Mre, M Here vkre, «-l Heettqmto Boy. IM 
WWU, 7-1 WlneOH, J 2 -lFrcnBerRyit 14-1 Ubetartan, 20-1 oOws 

zTdC JANE McALPWE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
H) £2JX»0 added 3m 110yds 
1 W&V MRCR08aGt71B)WQTH«U127toMGiBMMlI7) 
3 ^SPIPF mwwyn»£(iq(a))toeySBato9127-JHBEJaaK(7} 
\ UW 2 P 2 MQSTAR(ZOn MssC&kirtlerel0124_toBPelock(E] 

t ®P21U JIWEB MOON (3) Mk C H fls 8 124 MrCMemf^ 

5 nBRBBJDEIH»fSGS)(D)TltoKrUU0toRBSn«l(7) 

f 53*? WBUSKB t(728)PMt»ltt8i;a toCJBBakrefT) 

7 gw* N00F0RM WONDER (378) R Bern 10 120 _JtrR Bade (7) 

n «^W^C«SS*wUl 2 Q--toRFbol(S 

3 PPfiWP ORION HOUSE (33 5 10 120 HrRBWto*(7) 

®™eMAwuto, 114 Orange Raf» 3 . 7-2 NorSbm Winder, 104. 
FtoCnaetoe . Juptter Moon. 13-1 HbragWde Tech, 14-1 ottiw* 

15 1R| EMRAL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
l- 1 £*#00 added 2 m If 

\ W»MAl«f»BTBjktsvwaid912 0 iRKaaea 0 i 

1 ®SWLra*KraSlASoeaer9na IBay 

. J*OC0ffSB)RCE(Sa(nMaLSaa8U3JdPD«to 

2 2^2 ^TOSoauaciaipaaswfiui — djrmopo 

i SWa0B»CI0)*USr««513 3 DtMRB 

- yrTAflAW[33)(D)OSheyccd5U.l ITiydde Hlihel p) B 

« WTOL CARACOL (38) (DJ j r**ae s 10 8 TOiscredH 

S 'l—SCHBl(19)GGar6fil0 7 ICR Agen 

MMBMOBiBran6106 atom 

W «KM2 BE BREMER D3)J TU* 5 10 5. WHmtoe 

U 605605 MAPinflH Oil Mr; 5 5mm ilTf) J W*-e CM 

12 WOO® WGARA SOUND (47)3 P»ce6 104 toiylymt 

H ™MMLBOT(MirElhEnnpri4ioi RReuriv 

14 OOUOSO OUT OT THE BLUE (32) UBMey 5 100 IHmM(T)B 

-14tfedared-- 

BETTUn:B-2tl)enrtWKLllr3HewbaAmiiee.a-lKrelatDa.U-2Cin- 

rtB4BretoRate.SMAplo,mHmMqe4ii»4ot^ 


(Jnel STRAIPORD-OIWNON NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS o) £SjS00 added 3m 

1 221113 RDBI SW {Up 08 To 0 Shnoad 8 H 8— B towiay B 

2 031/11 DtNAIEDCraONC17)(CO)MsLn]^an3JIBlBrev 

3 83W-M MASTER TOBY gt) CT KlrtOales 7 llSJIri CcMetoAl C7) 

4 220-1PP MBMK(n)0m Mb AP terellfl 113 Ripen 

5 FP5 BM ARCHE (77) Ms A Bnty 7 10 12 DUMby 

6 3 DffiOMWCIUOEp^mNrt«fo3ai71012_HA«t(pMd 

7 1/10352- WHB3t£r(378)G)Ujtad71012 _DBNta0Kr 

8 45P0-O2 UTILE QU0T(ZO(HF) 3nxxi EOrte 91012 — LAepelP) 

9 4-P2006 JOYRWUrepqRSbcnBrai0 7_... £ W*m 

-fl dadand- 

BETTHG: 94 jfMerSfey, IM Aterterltey, 7-B Deetotoe Denm , 11-2 ' 
MeMk, 10-1 Doborelr Dodo, 12nl H Harley, lB-lottwr* 


*y a l (CLASS CJ £5^00 added 2m 4f 

22U0C2 CAIUSOEBAY (Q 0S/ia\»0Qd811 KL6 Bradtoy 

4-234PU AnWW-nEH0RNf4C9(D)faitodl0119 SMCNeN 

lll-SOU BOfiO YACATXM D7B) (D) P McHOfo 8 11 5 (IM 

22F120 surer aw (37) R lee 9 10 u PHatoyn 

13-2221 POU»fPfaOE{7)aBNdM9109 BCMad 

12222F MurSTRM»r(73)IQiq|NHandBaai91D6-MAHbWM 

WP313 tWR1HEP0l£[3S) POHBwplO 10 1 DForit(3) 

POJF223 WBHAmDUOEpqpq MHBB»va89100 JBiiedwr 
2V12FS 1KRY PANTO (77) (D) (^ C BfOCla 8 10 0._C ReSar (7) 


HdSlUOjGBnalay 

110119 SMCNeB 

8115 (M 

P Holey (3) 


\ A w gl BKHARDSONSSttRSnE HUNTS! CHASE 
^■^1 (CLASS H) £2£00 added 2m Sf UOytb 

1 1PJJ99- IUD0BBtHtE(3CTCSMett<9121fl toR9— a<C7) 

2 231-142 TWW«B»aEtl9tttsPtaarl0l21QtoAM|»(n 

3 422-213 PWPOHIERtU)mM8LEnisl212 7toOMcPMe(7) 

4 P2-44F3 ABBOtSHAM (UQ 0 Cartar 12 12 0 JAr J CctoeMn (7) 

5 00QGP6- BUIBMPIJKOBEMBI) IBnnersonl0120JBrTJBaRy(7) 

8 003004- EmAU»miJB(3«)APeech9l0UCUtoJTaDMhn 

7 0035-20 Saj04OCaAjto&aEfiGea^812O-DrPPdtd— d(7)B 

8 2KQ44* mWBEUmCWntoBA-JmUttBtoRltoMerP) 

9 LOn KI3M Ms 0 Ontoy 9 12 0 Hr M Contoy (7J 8 

10 00- MAMVID (457) JdeQes 612 0 »LBMer{7 ) 

11 34UJ3P nWDILCU)n6UGCanl0120 HrHAajUp 

12 1-F3PU3 PROBONOCmn Andy Ma^h 7 120-Hr ASmarne^) 

13 4600VP SECflff atSH£(W4) Ms Line 912 0 .i-toL Breen (7) 

14 PRmP SO«OATS(24) LteRlmpannUO — MAMmo(75 

15 RMU6 THIAPOfiKY(2pflTffinJ8120 JHrAWMeto(7) 

18 (POM-4 CAin£CUWtH))PHuK»wi9119toPHBftttoream 
-ISdademd- 

BETPIto S-* Fol PnMer, 7-2 Fraek Be Lndy, S-lh i dor Ddd e, n 1 Tdtret 
George, 8J. Wrttel, 10-1 Afabatohere, IVo Boao, 12-1 ellHre 


BETtwa 7-2 Pewea Pride, 44. PtCpV Woody, M GWsoc Say. IM 

W*h Altaade, 7-1 Around The Horn, 8-1 Boro Vecsarm. 10-1 ethers 

|Q ocj RICHARDSONS NOVKE HAMNCAP HUR- 
l " rl OLE (CLASS E) £2^00 added 2m Utyds 

1 »™(3aWJte*7UJ3 — Alton 

2 FWJ363 SCUNDZ21E|3qKBBd9ater8117 GBmBre 

3 40J 50 W^WWSMWROamlliia DUeS( 

4 6G61PF NUMBROaKC19)JUaa*y5llI DGatotfrer 

5 50602 SNOIBW18nWER(4SINKem8UO RBetoey 

6 OUP640- KAHA (37flt B Oe Ham 7 11 0 SkkNdR 

7 4 P0P« RALUOUM BOY (49) Ms J Ratter 7 10 13 _M A HzgMld 

S MCBetonP) 

9 JPSS g»»(tt)TQBrent5109 LAepeBfJ) 


| gAC 1 ROiAflDSONS PARK HCAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3^X0 added man 2m llpjds 

1 142412. BMmSONERBBNtUinJFMaeeSUOJIARtqNnH , 

2 1-35012 HANDY LASS WpJ) Jam* 8 11 1 toOMcPM(7) 

3 312306 8nnfiranUlWn(Q)JMBin9100 SHcNel 

4 UM1 SBHBAN MYSTIC WO) (CU) PHupfy 4 lOO-WlkJartaed 

5 PI 5ECaErGfT(2DMsJFfaTm410O PledqrB 

6 360PD1 DliyarairBRLH0BlM|R810fl(lUJBrJLtlm«a 

-SdKtored- ' 

l&frunMtflClOa. 7ruefftdWirtiritfc5fcriMA4dl^9dl2b.5ki- 

aer mSOtlOBj, 0*f SwrtOri 9s 106 . 

BEITVK: M Secret OR, HASBimtm Myrtle, 100-30 Berfenl Sewer- 
etpL 7-1 SttoUMledy, 8-1 DMy Sport GU.U-1MR47 Ires . 


Sfl32 IBCHKAN(lG)SKn0«5U)6 

5003 FEHC8TS 0U&T (18) T Faster 4 10 1 
W3P ANOIKBt COMBS) {19| Rise 7 100 


W3P AN8TKBT COMBS' (19) R Lee 7 100 PHe 

40064 DAYDREAM B&EVHl (17) MSttnai 5 100 B 

_ POP SERHUSOPnONTOROnsSlOO fl 


15 O0PU4 AqUAAWBtC19] JM 
IS B60555 ALPHA L£*T143! DR) L 
17 6W541 AMF(USA)p9)njJc 
-17 nee 

UwiMErneKtoierAunerQniB^S 
ns ftto Star 136 Aqra Amber 9R13I 
; BETriMt 7-2 SaamMI ShzLer, 4^. I 
7-1 FtltlO, 8-1 KaMfen, 10-1 Aqaa 


WMefafand 

-toJCreMitk 

rjcottwom 


BSMtor&tl3bSs- 
9910B.WSetflAL 
, 5-1 Mpfai Leather, 
ale, 12a others 


rragl JEWONSONS NOVICE HURDLE (CUSS E) 

r*”l (DIV 0) £2,000 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 31 HOUNtWNWBHJSQNHaxfcaai 711*— M A PtegMeld 

2 626231 SUKaeFQ«(33JKBtoy7114 toRWMy(7) 

3 0- ABMTfECUIDDS(3n)A«HAN8MlG1012PIMqrn 

4 2Eff&2 A»*naiR(ra(WJMaMwrte91D12 Dleehy 

6 0). R»LS RmjREpO^ MS) TWW8M 12—0 Ctf^Jier 

7 U)RD COOL CBmKti 2)12 £ Brace (7} 

8. mBUadCrNTMh»0B«BB1012 JArJBekliMi(7) 

9 4004 WBi0WROUIErffiWAH(tts51O12 J) Greene 

10 CLOUDY HOUSE N Un|Mid 8 10 7 WLBMtom 

U 30622/ SKY BURST (72J) MBVWtoTB 710 7 fiUptre 

BEnWfc7-4HwtilB Pin. M Svpwiw Flyer, ^1 Pat BeeUey, 1 Q -1 
Off Brest. UrdCooL lMWBoeeBBulaHa, Ametaar, 16d.Mbera 


In Ken RnsseU’s film about 
GustavMahle^the composer 
is on a tram when a hussars’ of- 
ficer asks him: "No great ^ writer 
of symphonies gets beyond 
nine. How is your 10th? 77 
Mahler died in 1911, his last 
whispered word “Mozart” and 
bis 10th Symphony unfinished. 

If nine has proved to be the 


point of mortality for Beet- 
hoven, Schnbett, Bruckner and 


hoven. Schubert, Brudmer and 
Mahler, then six looms in 
snooker's mythology. Ray Rear- 
don and Steve Davis have won 
the modern world champion- 
ship six times and Stephen 
Hendiy is on that number. A 
seventh, and numerical verifi- 
cation of his position as the 
greatest snooker player of all 
time, has been his ambition and 
his incentive. 

The World Championship 
begins at the Crucible today, 
with the 28-year-old Hendry’s 
pursuit of his seventh title the 
overwhelming theme. 

*Tm going to be trying so 
hard in Sheffield,” he said, 
“that if anyooe wants to bear me 
they’re going to have to scrape 
me off the table.” 

Hendry, at his best, is un- 
touchable but, if you had to pick 
a test designed to topple the 
man who has won the title five 
timesm succession, then the one 
facing him is it 

He begins today with Andy 
Hides, a semi-finalist in 1995, 
and he is then scheduled to 
meet Mark Williams, who beat 
hfm 9-2 in the final of the 
British Open two weeks ago. 
Waiting in the quarter-finals 
should be the great unpre- 
dictable; Ronnie O’Sullivan. 

Fatigue as much as form 
might prove Hendry’s weak 
spot, tut he does not mind who 
he plays. “Being at die Crucible 
is incentive enough, 71 he said. ' 

However, if Hendiy cannot 
extend himself again, where is 
the next champion? The 21- 
year-old O’SuIlrvan is in with a 
shout, although his appetite is 
open to question. He indicated 
that he would retire during the 


European Open, but stayed on, 
arpiaTTiingr “It wasn’t the first 
tTmg Fvfi said HI quit and 1 don t 

suppose it’ll be the last 7 ’ 

Last year, O’Sullivan seemed 

like a car going too fast towards 

a tight corner. He was offen- 
sively rude to Alain Robidoux 
and later assaulted a press of- 
ficer while riding the roller- 
coaster of his personality into 
the semi - finals . You Deed men- 
tal rigidity to win at the Crucible, 
and his is always suspect How 
he would react if he did beat 
Hendiy in the last eight is any- 
one’s guess. 

The other side of the draw 
provides more solid threats to 
the reigning champion. Peter 
Ebdon, last year’s runner-up, 
has the talent and, he hopes, the 
endurance to upset Hendry, 
but aim forking are Steve Davis 
and John Higgins ; 

The transformation of Davis 
from the player everyone want- 
ed to see beaten into the age- 


strfl “ "“Sff 

SSSSS^p 

was everyone’s choice as 

j i. nemesis. OUt 


of the romantics is a tribute to 
what failure can do. The 39- 
year-old former champion 


his lion nas ran™. 
old Scot had to change his cue 
fo January and has since won 
the European Open, although 
bis recent form has left him and 
his admirers feeling short- 
changed. , 

“It's been an OK season for 
other players," he said, “but al- 
ter the standard I’ve reached 
over the past two years I de- 
mand more of myself. I need to 
get my finger out for the Cru- 
mble. Give it my best shot. If l 
play well. I'U have a hell of a 
chance." 

So will Hendry and. as 
throughout the 90s, his per- 
sonality will dominate the Lour- 
nament. A magnificent seven 
beckons. 


Lei Rotted 


1st Round ( 




PJEbdon (3) 
v 

S Mazrocis 


i M Williams (16) 
v 

T Griffiths 


A Robidoux (14) 

v 

B Morgan 


w. 




D Harold (11) 
v 

• L Whiter 


R O'Sullivan (8) 


M Price 


Leb=lj 





*^M!s2g 



A McManus (6) 
v 

B Snaddon 


- VK Doherty (7) 
v 

M Davis 


J Wattana (12) 
v 

GDott 


S Davis (10) 
v 

D McLellan 


'-Sr-, ■" 


^f^rro^(4) ^ 


T Drags (15) 

v 

D Date 


v 

B Jones 


J Higgins (2) | 
v 1 

G Home 


Basketball 

NBL lireYe Hret Ptvtoton ph y o ffB —m l B 

orefc Plymouth v Onrenuy C2nL 

NBL Wobmni's Bnrt DMotan piny-affi* aeret* 

MKShtfAeUvRmtA-lBn);SDB«ivSaith 

VtotatB-O). 


LEAGUE OF WALES: Bony v Oamaes Bay 
(3i3); nerCatfe-TelCsrdffii BanaprOiy (3J3L 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE' OF' RELAND 
Premier DMcto« Bohemians vSBgD Rmert 
C3JL5U Bray Wanttomra-ir Ffon Harps {3- IS); 
Orx» vCttkCOK Horne tom BertDnvShel- 
boume (3J5). 

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY: 
Wales v Greece 0.(8 fat Strtonfieetti Rarft. 

Utnm. 


SRU IBKNBnS 15B8 SHBLD Quartei-fiiMto: 
AbtfdeenGSFPvGtorxottws; Ednuur^i totis 
v Cunle; GfcssfpwHK vJed-Fbresc Si Bosweto 
vluMck. i 


Speedway 

BITE LEAGUE Cownoy * Ipwrteli; SnMort v 
Poole. 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: Bradfort » EMie VtiR 
Eastbourne v PnteborouiJi- 
PftaKR LEAGUE KNOOMUr CUPS Ben** 
v SWre (7.0). 


Ragby loagpe 

SfOtES SUPER LEAGUE: CosUeforti v hW- 
Bax (3 JO); Sheffield v Leeds (635); St He- 
lens v Warrtigon (3^8; W0n v OWtwn (3JD1 . 
mSTDIVISION: Htd vHuddanMd (3.151; 
Ket^teyvOevrSbuiy ra^Jl;SwfreonvHuBKR 
(3-0j WUnes v WakaMd (3.0); Wortun^or 
v Fe athw tone (3.0). 

SCCOfO MVtStOftBadey vHunslet (3.15); 

CsrMe v RocWate (6.Q): Doncaster v Lb®i 
( 3_0J; Preocot n Bramley (3.0); York v Barmw 
13.0). 


Hockey 

COUNTY CHAMPIONSMP: Pool One (Cmst*. 
9JO6.09. Pool too (Telfort. 930-5.01. Pool 
Una (Cannock. 930-5.0). Pool Fore (Sur- 
toton, 930-50- Pod too lOeahir Moor. 930- 
60). Pool Six (Mellon Mwrtxw. 930-12JO i: 
Pool SaMra (taamouth. 930-5.0). Pool B|(bt 

llpsreeti. 10.0 -5n>. 

WOMEN'S RYira LEAGUE PLAY-OFFS (Mi- 
ton Keynes NHS, 10.0-40): Aldridge v Cffl- 
■oli; Bury St Edmunds v Pwirton: Tube Hit v 
Aldridge. 


Basketball 


tMd leg: London v Newcastle 16.301, 

NBL Men's Ffcst DMston play-ofix xemi-fl- 
nat Wtov v Oxford 15.0). 


Ra^hyUahm 

3,0 unless statBtf 

COURAGE CUBS’ CKAMFKMSMP Nettonal 
LMfue One: Wasps v Sale fat Lottos Hoad). 
National Loaara Tfaraer Leeds V fiMe. 
SRU TENANTS 1556 CUP QnarteHInaiK 
Bonx^nmiirv Wfflsonians( 2 . 0 ): Nrtaaldyv 
Dundee HSFP (ZO); Peebles v Hero's FP 
(20); Wes of Scotland vMekosc (2-01. 
SRU TBMBflS 1SSB BOWL Qtartarfinato: 
GranBemouth v Roes High; LMM«ow v &&• 
gar, Preston uxt& v SeOork; Trirety Acads v 
HUvredDordarra. 


Speedway 

PRBflER IEAQUE KNOCKrOUT CUP: Gfasgow 
v Berwick (600): Nawcastte v Edinburgh 
(630): Skegness » Long, Eaton i630i. 


Other sports 

BADMWTDK Friends Piwident Grand Slam 
(Radbndge) 

MOTOR RACING: Bntrsrt Tourew Car Chamor- 
onatw (Siwersnjna). 

Embasiav Wbrtd Champwnsnras 

TMBJE^THWSe Oommcnweaai OtomprerWegs 


NEWBURY 

2JL0: LMUANA (LDcoon) 9-2; 2.Nan- 
nat 50-1; 3. CWp« 9-4 fav. 8 ran. 2‘Yi, hd. 
CJ Gosden. Newmarket). Toto: £6.40; £L70, 
£600. £110. Din) Forecast: £8100. Com- 
puter Strewn Forecast: £155.13. Tno: 
£17600. Wt Lntngaone. 

2Mk lm AMD ALBADU (L Danort) 9-1; 
2. tonrtreo Hons 20-1; 3. Swxd Ann 20-1: 
4, NcUe Dane 13-2. 18 ran. 4-1 ftM MaftooL 
V*. 10. 0 Durtop. Arundel). Tola: £630; 
£100. £3.70. £400, £100. DR £130 3a 
CSF: £16308. TrtcssC £3^7503. Tno: 
£87100. 

SJXfcl. DANCE PARADE (TQUnn) 16-1; 
LSreto 5-1; i WM Warned 50-1- 10 ran. 
4-7 tarSfeepyttnfl (4tft>. fPOfeVlftai- 
CCinbU. Tata: £15^0; £200. £100, £700. 
Dft £4 13a CSF: £8706. Trio: £22280. 

3^0: 1.GHA1MS RW 7-2 tar. 3. Bre- 
aaaa 100-1; 3. KwSiridSe 4-L 18 ran. >/^ 
2W. U Dunfoa ArundeQ. Tote: £300; £100, 
£38.40. £180. Oft £244.40. CSF: £36703. 
Trio; £4000 0. NR: Ge e Bee Boy. 

4J!fc 1. REPERTORY (R Ffodtail) 50-1; 
2. 7b The RooY 11-1; 3. Eastern Prophets 

8-1.--4. Thrt Man Agate 14-L 20 ran. 3-1 

ton Sea-Deer Sht-hd. V*. (M Saunders, 
WeBsJ. Tot* £111.40; £14.00. E20O 
£200, £280. DR £67510. CSF: £49407 
Incest £401137. Tito: £ 1053 . 40 . 

4^0: 3. KOOL KAT KATE (O PeMert 2-1 
tair. 2. island Lora 12-1; 3.SeHhti 7 - 1. 19 
rao. 1 , 3¥i. (D Loder. Newnako). Tote; 
£3^0; £180. £3 JO. £380. DR £361X1 
CSF; £26.04. Trio: £84.00. 

L CANON CAN (K Falon) 118 few 
2. Top Cam 11-1: 3. Olio E Mezzo 33- 1. 
12 ran. 3 , (H Ced), Tote £2.50, 
£180, £3.10, £880. OF: £1480. CSF; 
£1701. TifossC £33886. Trio: £29440, 

iackpot Not aon; £35841.73 carted for- 
ward to Newtauy today. 

Ptewpofc £88780. Qm jwt £191.30. 
tons ft; £46382. Place 5; £22203. 

JVfR 

iOftl. CHOPWElLCURfDWS (LWyert 
11-2: 2 . Solomon's Dancer ovens few 3 . 
Bear daw 7-2. 9 ran. 2%. 4. (T EasterOv. 
Malfon). 1 Mk£& 40-, P.ift . fl i n £ 1.40 
Dun toeswc EA.ro. Ccnputer Straw* rW 
cast £904. Trio: £300. 

280: 1. MAHLBt (Mr J Goldstein) 14-1; 
^Morptae cs IK *- KarMecwtf 18-1; 4 . 

11-2&*. 18ran.l. VtfNTWsKrv 
Davies, Ownanftom). Tote: £1900: £300 
£280, £7.00, £280. DF: fn 1 to CSF* 
£2W£4. Tricosta82L85. Woe E510.4Q'. 

38CR im MARELLO (f» Men) 18 tav; 2. 
Donniastan 9-1: 3. Penroao Lad 10-1. 8 
toi 1'A. 15. (Mrs M rto n t ley. SaTOxiTl). Tote: 
CL2ft ELM. £18a £lia OR £280. CSF: 
C ? »15. 

isoe 1. DESIIN DTSTRUVAL |R Wr- 
7-L- 2. Dosttejr CWte 3-1 fev, 3. Lao. 
Ma4.ttan.U,ifL »7fch6toi.Tan0B 
SuWgSI- Tot« £13.60; £3.50. £1.60. 

csr. £2584. Tricast 
£22404, fno: £24980. 

_ p M»f»T<« (SCuran) 100 - 1 ; 

■ *■ &**|w 10-L 
^raa. 7^ favYgung Kenny. y„ 5 . (0 De 
Hwnj Lantouni). Totre £ 113 . 70 ; fsi 
£3-90, £3.60. DF: £1,300.40. CSF- 

SbSy 1 Trt<ast: ^<.718.16. TriS; 


^ 1- J16I1ME (to M Bradftumei 4-7 

fate a toarel Jester U-£ 3. Soutbera Bfln- 

*• S-L 7 ran. 2'/^ 12. U Huflhee. 

Tote: £1.60; £1_10. £170. DF: 
£280. CSF: £3.97. 

500: 3. SUPEKTOP fto B Gibsoni 20-1; 

a ORdate Ataniadadte 2&L- a Ftaalr 12-L- 

4. Hand Of Straw 100-1. 20 ran. 9-2 fov 
Fljwray Blues. 1’/^ nd. (L Lungi, Camm>y- 
^T). Tote: £61.90; £7 JO, £6 JO. £3.00. 
£2080. DF: £1074.80. CSR £427.90. Tn- 
casc £583903. Trio: Not won. 

Pfaeevot £130.60. QuadpoC £6Lla. 
tore* 6c £6106. Place St £58.08. 


TMRSK 

20D; J- DiVME MfSS-P (W J O'CCrew) 
8-1; 2. Two On Tbe Bridge 9-2; 3 . prince 

Of Paitos 14-L 9 ran. 94 feu Tnily Panama 

(5ttU. to. 2. 1A lards). Tots: £1S.£S>, £2 70 
£UftQ«L Dual toWKC £17.mTc<xn- 
DUer Strata Forecasc £36^45. Too: £5160 
Nft: JonnjFs Joter, 

280: i. PENNILESS 0 Wearert 6-L 2 . 

5_2; »■ Antonia's Double 
***■"■ J n4 L WTirtder). Tote: £a 4 ft 
£3 JO. £2.10. DF: £7.40. CSF: £22 11 
3JM: J. LAMARTTA U Tate) 5-1: 2. Lu- 
*■ MaaH, "m 11-4 tew 9 
^ Eustacfl) - Tote: ££.60; 
£—00. £ 180. DF: £54.90 
£64.37. Trio; £40. 70. jF ‘ 

ssaftasr* 3 *** 

buck m, 

1 i P ^ °* ^ efn to xa tton 16 - 1 - 

^^taerehamps'k iS-Llfiran-S-Pu) 

*©toft3Bs).Tote: £21170 

^L60. £2.00. £580, £580. DF tm" 

a 'l taw: 2 . 

SSrinH? ran - VK.nk.UM Bradfo-i 

^aSm : “- 331toa:E1 »- 91 - 

JSSfifSSlS®’ Q ° Wl,Wt MU.no 

_T**w 6. £2,569.6b. Place S: £793.35 


V'Pae independent 

089? 261 C + 


981 



•fowaiStEauw I 


* 



atime c aufiht til 


•• ' •• t vra 




^ -45- ‘(Ji 




■ - -» 

T '«■** *; 

* j. 




THE INDEPENDENT . SATgRDAy 


19 APRIL 1997 


■ ■ Ml (I 


VOu CHn, 


m. 


i , 

-^ s ‘Ul. .. 



rtv.-sa 


k!DE 5 s 

SO 


«*•» \ 
•'• CUKTTYSFfr 


3%.,..-. ,. -;=5 

EM 

1 ' ■’•!» eng* 

ft! £3 A * 

S' @i 


STEMS 

100 


SONY V; 


• *■ ■ . (... 


VOUCHER ME 

e39Ss 


* I!'.".' 



)•*!**« •” 

r* ** ■»* 


bMTER 

Use PCs 


KANi • i 


Revoque to 
put work 
behind him 




Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Whea he looks down the 
greensward of the Man ton gal- 
lops each morning Peter Chap- 
ple-Hyam sees one horse 

moving in a style which suggests 

he is wearing clogs. This colt is 
one of the worst-bred anim^ 
at the luxurious Wiltshire yard, 
and just about the cheapest 
Revoque, however, also happens 
to be the champion two-year-old 
of Europe. 

The huge bay colt has been 
reliable on the practice grounds 
this spring - struggling to keep 
up with the growth of the grass, 
and today will tell whether 
Revoque has carried forward 
the juvenile ability that allowed 
him to take the French treasures 
of the Prix de la Salamandre and 
Grand Criteri um. 

Tbday's Greenham Stakes at 
Newbury, it must be said, is 
hardly an auspicious trampoline 
for a prospective 2,000 Guineas 
winner. Woflow, in 1976, was the 
last horse to bounce on from a 
Greenham win to Guineas suc- 
cess, though Chapple-Hyam's 
Rodrigo De Triano triumphed 
over the Rowley Mile after a 
fourth in the 1992 Greenham. 

Rodrigo De Triano, remem- 
ber, used to leave a line of fire 
behind him when he worked on 
the gallops, while his great sta- 
ble-companion, Dr Devious, 
was the forerunner for Rev- 
enue's domestic lethargy. “Ro- 
drigo was an exceptional work 
horse, but Revoque’s more like 
the Dr, who wouldn’t tell you 
much on the gallops,” Chapple- 
Hyam, said yesterday. “He 
works like him, a nothing horse. 
As a trainer you never know 
where you are with him, because 
he doesn’t give you any clues." 

A chie as large as finger- 
prints on a murder weapon 
should emerge today, however. 
Revoque faces the Dewhurct 
Stakes winner. In Command, 
whom he beat detisvely m last 
August's Acomb Stakes. Die lat- 
ter’s trainer, Barry MUs, has said 
his colt will come on a lot for 
the race, which will prime him , 


Sleepytime caught napping 


Sleepytime is beginning to be 
found in as many pockets as the 
Artful Dodger, writes Richard 
Edmondson. Henry Cecil’s fil- 
ly suffered another dreadful 
passage in the Fred Darling 
Stakes at Newbury yesterday 
and surrendered her position as 
favourite for the 1^000 Guineas. 

Sleepytime, also blocked in 

| NEWBURY • ; ‘ 

1 2.00: HARDY DANCER, who xan 
I his best race for some time when 
B 2 1 /-’ lengths fifth to Ramins in the 


utiUt- 


b* 


ICE ^ 


CR$ 




centty. is fairly handicapped at 
present and should go dose. Anak- 
Kn and VbUVfa looks the dangers. 

□CXI 

230: ELA-ARISTOKRATL who 
shaped as if this distance would 
suii him last year, was unlucky <his 
rider dropped his reins two rnr- 
longs out) when half a length 
third to Samuneo* and Salmon 
Ladder (3ft* better off today) in the 
Group Three September Stakes 
cnxr Im 3f at Kemptoo. 

gpn 

3JKh REVOQUE. winner of the 
Group One f*rix de la Salamandre 
and Grand Criterium ewer 7f and 
a mile at Longpbamp 
sure lo be fitter for this 2£00 
Guineas pipe-opener but mould 
stiQ overwhelm these rivals if any- 
where near his best Muchea might 

prove the chief threat 
TO 

330: RAWKSLEY HILL, a short- 
head second to Kuala Upfcfr 
pound worse off today) in the Lm - 
ataTiandicap at Doncaster, can re- 

wise those pladngs. • 


during the Fillks’ Mile at Ascot 
last September, is out to 5-1 for 
the Guineas with Ladbrokes, 
who have promoted Pas De 
Reponse to 7-2 Paul Cole’s 
Dance Parade won yesterday’s 
race, with Sleepytime fourth. “If 
rd been able to 'get out earlier 
she would have -won.” Kieren 
Ballon, her jockey, said. 

HYPERION^ I 


ASR 

2J& SPARKY GAYLE, who took 
the Calhcart Chaseat Cheltenham, 
should malett it six wins in a row. - 

□CP 

305: r«n Sopposin, Irish-trained 
when a very creditaUe fourth in the 
Champion Hurdle, has his first 
run for Sussex handler Richard 
Rowe but maynot concede 16Ibto 
impressive Cheltenham scorer 
SHADOW LEADER. 

□CO 

405: David Nicholson, who won 
this with ah 1 1- year -old last year, 
saddles BARONET this time and 
feds fins seven-year-cM will be suit- 
ed by today’s marathon trip. The 
14-1 early price should be taken. 

OO P . • ' 

4.4<fc KDKEDON BLEU is only five 
but has won six chases in R anee. 
He may now resume warning ways 
if hantfling this faster going. 
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.... prf 

■ ^ .t 

■■ 








155 Shu Gaa 
125 House Captain 
255 Sparky Gayle 
225 Shadow Leader 


HYPERION • 

405 BARONET (Rap) 
440 Edkedon Bteu 
510 raver MuKgan 
540 Benvenuto 


for one of Europe’s Guineas. 

This prompts the thought that 

In Command is not quite ready 
and, more importantly, proba- 
bly not quite good, enough to 
mix with the 6Iite. Revoque 
(3.00) must toss him into the • 
streets by the seat of his pants. 

Manton is represented m the. 
Spring Cup by Lionize, who will 
struggle to cope with last year’s 
third in the race, Cadeanx' Ikyst 
(next best 330), while the yard’s 
Chief Contender has it to do 
against Sacrament (230) in the . 
John Porter Stakes. 

The opener should go to 
Richard Rowe’s Ashby win 
(200), who has been perform- 
ing with vigour at home, though 
be has yet to overhaul one 
boarder at Ashleigh House. Fm 
Sopposin (3.25) is reported to 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Cab On Target 
(Ayr4j05) 

NBs Cadeaux Tryst • 
(Newbury 330) 

have recovered from his Cham- 
pion Hurdle exertions, in which 
he fin ished fourth for Kevin 
Prendetgast, and is ready to take 
the Scottish equivalent at Ayr. . 

The Future Champion Nov- 
ices’ Chase must go to Sparky 
Gayle (255) if the belief that he 
is to mature into a Gold Cup 
horse is to have credence, but 
there is less certainty about the 
Scottish National (StaHs Casi- 
no’s sponsorship gives a flavour 
of the peril punters are facing). 

Major Bdl, the ante-post fav- 
ourite, was taken out yesterday 
whenbri trainer, AlisteirWhin- 
ans, found him lame, while the 
Grand National fourth. Buck- j 
board Bounce, has Cape Adam 
Ogden (unable to use bis 71b 
claim) on board as Paul Car- 
berry prefers Act The Wag. 

The winner may be a horse 
who has been patrolling north- 
ern Engfand and the Borders for 
so long that he could once have 
had a centurion on his back...' 
CAB ON TARGET- (nntOffl-- 
is cpnaideretlcm a good hand- 
icap mark evenby tus satkamine •• 
trainer, Mary Revel ey. 


I nflllc I0& ru mndnp aeve sees Bd rah 
&44lUbMnrWr, SlOrintWOMhfMritoll 


Baire4-lTU*rawiyra>lCrteattaM%firaddblliid( l 7-lStafeta*,«-lSteramelJ« 
JM Bactelra Oarie^nM OXaat, 13-1 Or trad, Hi— Cfet*. 20-1 ottta ■ 

1996: Peony A Dw 6 11 4 P tow 2-1 Mb M Radeyl 9 mi 

fte"ecj EDMAJRGHWDOIJJN MBJL5 FUTURE CHAMPION SHE? 
NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (&ade2)£22j000 2m 4f B££g51 

[ 1 4-11111 SnRKrBxnE(37)(CSt (&UslhymondAni9K]ndearVCPBiB7111Q — BStovjr 
|2 12UF6 sm&cr»»E{n)miPBcwn)PaMn6nio (tMm 

3 060-221 CMETIB llUUi pP) (GSliaQ MK«nnyd8113 RM* 

4 pu>i2p caowieqiBauuqAiatatQoMGadMtariia. vcmmix 

5 UPU2 IMC8E0RGE {S3J PD| (Bf) (J H R Um 7 U 3 aDaMoadbf 

6 re S0UDSB08e(r(aMBuaEM4MsSEd«hBU3 HrTMk 

7 2HQS0 1HEBEVBSX>raarftaMtaa6Mdnf0113 BtaU 

b 2s»n wmHreNOYm(a0imH«*aoadiBdicou4PifcMi8iia — irmccor 
9 6-1223 aUDIM0B)(ttsJKPDMBNTtf»tMi71O12 CUwc» 

-«>^ l - i 

BETTM& 6-* SPM* 4-1 Sttttjr HBM, M. Qm tqmv, 7 A OH MnhWr. 8-1 

20-1 TtaRnwiad Bart, 2S-1\W1 i h^natty, 50-1 So«d StMeroMt 
1090: Mftvsn BcyS 11 10 A Dotttn S2 (G Rkaan»15sn 
fMuauoe 

8bMy Hmm s r wattsnaar on I* dsy tu non patamnoes uggst ret tw hw ^mI Ik 
ad* W m>i Nm. SHMOr eim£ aoniliB Cutxrti Ctaw rt OnBertani ad b uttewi anr fencas 
lteMMoaaiamfl*»wC^»«i ft rtn.SpMtqf C ^hwnlbamM^ta],»iw V iefi*ior a >Bn a <*v- 
<uaMeiniAeuriftntfNMnwk)&0to)0nd)ew)aB«saf»tfO»canpelvi.aiefab- 
IstiT »os BWd aw hmles ffwr Spart^ CByW and lix*s 0» Bangs. T rt uB o r SWflKfGWli 


2jOO Hardy Dancer 
230 Ela-Artstokraati 
3JQO Revoque 
230 Hawkstey (nb) 


HYPERION 
4j 00 Arian Da 
430 Alezai 
5j00Kbig Sound 
530 Rahiwatch 


QflDMflc Good u> Pro. 

1 STALMb Boond<QBMC - tajlde.sialghicoun*-. eerore. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

i LdUaaJ, levd mne. ... ■ 

Course it *oWh^wi of lenm near 434. RaflwwauOoo (service from U»4»,Pad<fix>ff- 
ton) xfloln* opobo. ADBB8SUM: M«anb«» S17; TtenateSlO; Slher I^« S4 <OAP» 
hjtf irirc) Accompanied lr-ipearakte or mvfer tree aQendoeiire&C^ PAKK: free; ^ 
nlc«reaS< peremr phgMpcapcaqp-- : ■ ■ 

H IJBADING TXAIMBXS WI T U KU KNEtS: P — 86 wtonea from 1 <6 

ranne«Hwn JM C i£J 0 iWln 6f24J*wid*l0Mio»S] Jewel sake «f S20.7S; J Goo- 
den — 29 wbmets, 118 Asmen, 24 6%, +£79.68; KHumo — 36 wtim as, 393 ran- 
non. «aa%, -4180.72; P Cole — 21 wtanere. 177 nmneis, 115%, +41471. 
j ■ LEADING JOCKBTKJ Bold— SO -wtimers, 262 rides, 19.1%. +47.73; L Dettori 
i — SAwinan, I88rlde*,lfl.l%, +SMJ8; PntMdery — 30 wlimtss, 249 nttes, ]2%, 
-4102^4; T Qnbm —29 -wlnnas, 234 rides, 12-4%, +413^0. 
aUNXBBSD fllSfiniK; None. WDOtEW W LAST SBVSNDAXS: None. 
UW&D1STANCS KDMtSBS: a^ea orWocm(asO>seiX237n tqrt Batad Ova UkkBe. 

| J»nvWYort^Hn»Ao4fyHffl(a30}«enl232nihyMBJBmrimlh»nSgnflatcp,r<T(xfa ■ 

I lonnl GRliNDON RECYCLE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

£8^00 added lm 2f Penalty Value £6353 

HOMS 

I 110150 ROCXFQBCE (28) S3 Z 14x0 U Ononm 5 10 Q R Hawaii S3 

I 2. 34250 B«mSBOWl(19)(CD)Vm«^Cm^MaNDilfeB8flO OHofcal2D8? 

j 3 3266-22 WXA V»{uai) (7) ?BM !»!*«'» 9U L MW 15 35 

4 112230- 3HAnOFUBM[lSt){Dtmt)iurtUHin**&cr,5?U OHmrtmMiU- 

S 14162-0 DOCXIMOS IMO {X9J (D) (Mq; Usa OfeyJ B UrtMh 4 9 11 T(jBtaol280 

6 313500- DaBflJJWE (US*) pj7) TO JGansCuy Pavoehirt J Hfc 4 9 11 MHaayniSM 

7 3090M SHW0WI1Y(ffl)M (DJURRPBWrtflBRWnoMOll — WJOtiwvO 

3 43V BWiF BUMBO* mPccmtW^D**ti 598 NEW 19 ~ 

9 204016- SMNKBG»B(3an(Cai(TRMaxaHSDw598 Ilk* (£8 183 

10 urns- nSOL(2aOfttaBSuiV0)CHaBHi7a8 Pmtmmjias 

11 1-30100 HJMWifUSA] A{D){McCEutflreMaani6UcCtut4 9 7 R StaMu (7) 10 76 

12 /BS04B i|»mU0UBnaa)lM»*»Sh*«oBOa«w59 7 ; TS*o*i22 - 

13 4S22- SRMDSPiaeoin (Ul) (Mr tuner) latM*nta496, AOBkl491 

14 000606 janoi 0MCraU91(BF) U^Bnl.rtffcrtGLMoott 595 SMlNaABM 

15 5S03QCV WnuW.HHLIIY(54$ |Q)MstinRnBOhhUTofer693 SSwtaal- 

36 035680- SWMEXMm£(177)n(DMAiief)PiM8)591 IFMua2179 

17 6W20- 0Ml£im(19NW»nBlflgP«SwDl*yHenl8»491 Deda ffsba 13 SB 

IS 52312-1 JWWWaJCl«mBU»«nvdSW4«l*66KBaMv491 XMoB7B 

19 316110- ABgrHBipBB)WWBMMgriJAnOBteaB90 ■■ RCad— eSSB 

20 B25We R*nn»«P)(ia»AVHaJBel*«9B13 HreWwn)7B6 

21 044026- nEn»«C19USa*MareMeHMoB8on3813 — Dm 0^(1582 

22 100040- BRfflJBOffWftB/O (377)0 PM4JWCD0WCMtrtxfc4B13 RtafeantfSB 


32 JB504B mnru OUST CO) CUnUSntOB It Omacn 59 7 ; TSaafci 22 - 

13 4S22- BRMDS>iaOOIJRpSl)(4ndfJUila)LihKnta496. ACM1491 

14 000606 W«W0MICail9)(BF)(PWB».H(prt6i;MD«S96 SWWaaWBW 

15 50O9CQf WOOhKMJIY(54NID)Wftrennnl^jlimer693 StMnl- 

36 635686- MB » B1 B(WW4(177? W(DM4J»gJPMateiS93 JFMua2179 

17 6W2D- CWI£im(l«(Aq»mBrgP«SwDl*VHenl»491 Deda CTStat 13 SB 

18 52312-1 MMMJOBTOBtattralSatttttGIWaflyABI XMo67B 

19 316116- Asm ML (UB) W ftta MmeJttinORfeMB 9 0__RCndaa» 8 SB 

20 025348 P4n«WflE{7)(la»AVvreiBd»s9813 Hftetav (7)7 86 

21 044026- ft£ECHSC19USaihMandddHMDn8on3813 — Dana 0^*15 81 

22 100040- 0f»BOmt(liaQtl7n0PM&JWCDCHCMcrtXfc4B13 RVcdanlBBB 

-22dMteed- 

KnWB M malf tea; 8-1 M> B-l t&l* Quad, 161 band 1W. *a**a, 

. MbrWMI, IMMhdM, NHNW IB-1 Om Mtf*. Roettnee, RafriSattM.aO-1 
OBddMdt IM owwuaMt or Idt, ssAaaw 

m JTs Mb 3 8 10 Pa Edday 12-1 0* 12 on 

FORM GUIDE 

MThAbeCBrforWsopedngnjntft&seeHxnrtianfiftfiofaOto Ftomoslnthe ftosebaryet 
Jtewpton. WWnriMmmUM Me the hom* hem. H* had sane useful tarn In 1995 

nrtwn t» won lw ftst tv«> sart* « ieices» and Jtorqjaxv ard hns dropped doe* * the 
watgrans a rmuH of flntattng unpteced on hie Jan eW« outnjp m 1906. Tlu aetecoon 

hdds Aval Seahxi and DocMaadaUaxi, who Untdedneuti and lTttiof 20 nihe Bos&- 
twy. thoutfi Ro)W Seaton, boctawd tt«n. vdi strip fttar todw- Vofc via, nho hn Mted 
runner up « he tw races i«e lem, Dertnd Mad Mutant and An®6 Pace iwh a: waiack, 
’ean agun flsire wfih FranMa DeBod ooohed. 1T» faur-jear-oid had sBWenwta Pay Ho™*a 
more men two lenghfi bach m dura on The tetter occae lo o and the pair met on KtarnfeaJ 
wns. PImkX scored tourwnes in 1996, at under today* rldm Pad Eddery, and oan go veal 
daspto US 225-dity absence. S ate en esc: HARDY DANCER 

1-O QAl LAtCS BffJ JOHN PORTER S1AKES (CLASS A) 

(Qrowp 3) £3QP00 lm 4f Pen Vaftie £2C^B40 

1 311336 SACRAHBff (139(0) (QiMavltekSuSU SoMe 69 3_ WBSrttei3115 

2 2US22' M0WBP1BWRB— |UgW9U»IMtenadtIfla»HmaBgrb0492— P— Wa7 - 

3 212221- SMMBNU00BI (USA) (US) (ORffM* PC(fe591 ; TQeteo 11216 

4 &Qt423 HA4iasia0»np24)t*n[laBtecft^ BCodwaa2115 

5 032104- BCTJRP<rggnWlhrtW9iwxl9MSiateS8D KRM>te911fi 

6 034X126. nay 47 M*teU?»S4maSEng5a 12 — » melons 

7 112233- U)f»JUOfi3}m6taSV1tHnadUadHmaraJan5812 — OaeeOTtdlia V1Q9 

8 15- «RQUESf(3«niC3«Alri*NRQadW»48il Pm.eUayS 86 

9 123336 OB ; C0Niaa»{13S)m(l4aJdnUl9W)PCmwhJtffn4811 — JRdd8U4 

30 21613-3 MOVER HUE (US*) p9)0U iaBP TUBS 4 8 11. 5 ff a idw l33| 

11 464135-^ SUWM (USA) (205 (C0J IXUM*te*BflJCu*p4813 lDedodB320 

12 141S8- .KaUCHteW J40E{2D23 WtEPwmO HC«W5 B9_ -CIWK4102 

» 164524. 9WmWH(W^CT0US wa^ MSg^48a OPtderOiU 

BBnwmRBOSh 7-2 arae, +1 Saemrao*, MSteDoa Uekter, 13-2 
totodl.l610«aooO»T,12A Proper Btee, 1+ltoQwrt.aadCeateaaar, lfclVftteweterU- 
jBif i a»lAdJB 

199ftfitnif48STSpak8610(Dattn)9an ' 


sport 


G<HNft Good. 

■ Lcfitend-pfiofBng tame; nm-Jn zrOpk. 

■ Came te ««si of aero w A758. Ayr nuJ siaion fscrrioe from Gtesgow) Un. ADIOS- 
S1DN: Qt&S20r Graatwjid SI0 (Sardae* A OAT* iS> CAR PACK: Free. 
■LEADING ‘□tAtNBRS WITH XUXNKRS; G Kkkarde — 51 wbuieb&«raS03nin- 
nengiveaaaBcreaa ratio of S5J% and a Joas (ea 11 level stake Df.i6.90; Mrs MXcv- 
oter— SBidDnen^ IG4 nmnetx, 236%. -27A58; CPWker — 18 vtSDOB, 1 16 runners, 
15.1W, -423.72: P Uoatcta*-. 16 «faa>e>a, 1+4 luteUf*. 10.4%, -S68.78. 

■ LSAD1NG JOCEEZS: P KSven — 35 trinOSB, IM rfdee, 22.7%, -sSflUEJ; A DobUa 

— 34 winaua, 173 tides. 192%, +S1.46; B Stores' — 30 wtanen, 191 rides, 15.7%, 
+£1.46; T Seed — ISidnnem, J46 rtde», 1 J JO*. -&7QSZ. 

BKDfXEKED FIRST TUB: Sha Gaa (I J VSr, BaAhea ae Bor (43)61; No Fate No Gate 
(AtOkKBcrtfa (iteid, 49CV. WINNERS IN WE LAST SBVBN 1MX8: Aec Tke Wac 
(4JB) wm at SedteBeid on Sa&mfao. 

X4mG4XSX4MZXCI4NEtS:llatea« Smd aoumoa (£ts>, T» Sanmate 
(SSSi. SpstBs 0im IUJ6J. No Pate No Gala (4.40), Xaaak A Nonaaala 16.40] aS am. 
4a aaiea-ptaaftaai Weat Sumac. 

rnBgl AIRERTflARIUETT AND SONS NOVICE HANDiGAPHURDI£ 
(CLASS C) £6^000 added 4VO 2m 

1 1321X0 RC4Sa-0SA) (98) (CO) (■) Wn W MaMaj Plterirth 120 RDmeadr 

2 1041 «MGMt<BPWVJIKNaftlDPSMnaadl3 5 ... - - ■■ ■ . J ft *— B 

3 015 lMfDmps)tD|0teC)GSPBmrt«it«ftllNNBUO RJotem 

4 oes MBiaasoNmautteSaMiFtecaRCueuJtennnjioii — .. -Ran» 

5 . 213 eugBOPBWOgBOUWdteJanmtetftanowPCrtwlDn IBQat 

6 000411 solsacunMMrtteJtevnanaHpIlteMJteMitelOl. files 

7 0062 MFBCXacmp%gaetB*Ci CTPw»« d^PHcM»10b BforaMy 

Urtan M0JC MB, 7u brttep ae(Ra:4(Dae9stiax 

BCrmfca-lSfcrfiaa. 7-2 IRrtti R,fi-lSoa»aa. 162 «dna Jdt. IM BdJii nlanti. Bn ml 12. 
ICtedrefSMrts 

IBBBclbumTCrt 69 10GCM 12-1 (Mb J QoodUkwl 9 bb 

HAR&ET EXTRA MU> CIGARS GOLD CARD HANDICAP HUR- 
1=~J OLE (CLASS B) 02J300 added 2m 6f 
I 1 U-MP4 C4SOa<am£Am(BqR’BBBte(HteCeterttTCUi)ePMdBM81110^Piada 

2 11-1314 RX»WmrtOfF(29mmUHWKnOaey)jMMBZDn611UCaai#M(a) 

3 121383 fRa3OCMUtX(U)CMtefMmfM0Nteauv0aaai71O33 CtteaaM 

4 132-100 C»niNBIlUM|38)(Q3.TF08e>OUBMRaalay51011 PNhan 

I 5 F0J332 SlgfiTt a O WtiamJWRbdrtdNrtUted— 8109 — JFUtey 

e 333-130 SUim«140r(aGmed«mU>»tednartNDllMHItatfitB108- lOrtoV 

7 1-44344 onSETCl^eCOt dtehMtad Mttenncnd7108 i*C8o»r(3! 

8 3+3341 ea£gWHMMRCMKC)B»SltecteS)W»iLhw7l07, — BStewy 

9 560565 PRlHrtTtmgVcr EaipPHottaSlDR fiTtewy 

10 2U03P HODSECapiMC UQ [ESA Ml G IM&Xtrx&i J Fs£«aU 8 IQ 4 ^FCattany 

11 841264 sourt(U54)(lg(M;4*a»RAiiolamn6aadCffwrgl0O — JUaterl 

-Udadand^ 


rooEl SAMSUNG SCOTTISH CHAMPION HURDl£{LMT- 

ED HANDICAP) (CLASS A) (Gr»dB^ £3Sfi002m H 

1 134 mSGPPO»{39)m(N(teteiCaopatlRRMe5U7 > 0— ■ » 

2 OOaiiB PRE*te3BOp4)(D)(I6PiicdPBoaBnBlPn — A P McCoy 

3 206-220 IMSnSBE«a{9n|Ciq(lteEiWRiBHPan7108 IhRQrtrtaan 

4 fie24» a#rwBW(us*)M«ffl8birin)dPH«*6i08 jOFam 

5 100505 2A8A0I (14) (CQ Sadr itettJ 0 Mdthon 5 10 6 — RJatem 

fi 111 SHM>0WUa>aa»W(teiigBte3rtrtdCEpttin61PS. IM .^OW—e 

8 €10636 IWMSn0F(HOClGn(4PRBn)R0dm7304,^ a*4q— iR 

9 1-3H50 mteECOURnestQ|QB(ttavOneDealsO0fMhK81O4 D3IMM 

30 530013 B(Fg5SCP(<2)P)(htB»;TtP%tealrilt5MftewlqBai I I IV. i p 

11 Mini BmWMI(2B)(e)9RmiM BHlted4 gydJBttecagp!8l04-^ — MSUHf 

Mhu» M0C ICtt Tu aeffo: Hone Cowrite 10 b 3h fifiRrt Gtt 1GR 2h ttfenten ai Ol 
BEnMB: 7-4 aadnr Urttefi 94 na Swad^ BO. DiaM Art. 61 Mtemte dki Madhk lU 

OBtna Bert, 12-1 Eqataa Bt, Zabad. 16 1 Jtedeat iT< Marta Maateg. GU ten C irt dtet 
199% Nfcarac* 7 13 7 « Duawny 611 IK Brten 9 na 


MtebnAwac cteny anotfi « d«e aaw 9w «ed< 12 «»B> <8> atfte peec^rtte 

ttean ntndergaa m Mart, «■ be Rodad to doTC ana so ha bs nan te Ahad Bwe. na Sl^>- 
ootefs ttun v IMS A sort m Orttenean wea m «m ion on Jte ftrt oautf am Judto 

amb(R^rnnem«4RteriteMni)epea>onweN»ancB.Odyvtavv»b^MOwn- 

pun ttrte, SlrtOOer tswet won m Same No** - b) an noanM 10 fmgta n a 

ttgtftao^wnaaMadwmd^cMyngflte tea man rmSwpoam.ua tee Bpsaithaaaer, gaa- 
ow Ueder s Re sor M crti anpsM rt Da poe and «a 19b ha aceaes coukl note el ne (Nfeante- 
trend a frM d 0Maa« ted a da CtaRpen tu CtcMam ant Oram Endivadi art ha 
omtfifoJam«M0aSantarkhandkapB(A«rtK.taKnccaaMiSM<&wrMatf.Att^aa- 
auar. Duaaa End a&adi ware tudtes Juacteuad a rtBraGarMtepeeaUiMi * *eQw»Ra«e 

Ert d StaBn9teaeKNw«nmet on Weaaaao. a prdBtHano)8at v< p n » ne’e aat» »■»■»>- 

isneap 4 aw aoocas an torrd wanong. SateedSK SHMJW LBWBt 

rT/Sl SIAKIS SCOTTISH GRAND NATIONAL HANDICAP BfeUN 
CHASE (CUSS A) (Grade 31 EBQJB1D 4m If M 


\a aA\ cuent entertainment services handicap Fgan 

CHASE (CLASS O £7^)00 added 2m L£§J 

1 35316 fVUDCJhlMSMtBRlGRSItenJRItaonlOlllO^ -B teeny 

2 213364 IBBH OOW M CT (Ms R U Hit J Kng 13 13 10 TlMtepy 

3 ni?gn BJGSXrt BIHJ (HO (73) [in Lews} Kss H Km 5 U 7 _8DrtMf« 

4 1312-00 9WBI RttOJR (CW (371 (OJitROafcylS Meter 7 1012 (MWaffl 

5 F52345 »P9B)»BIUNM(C0)[tteUwHH»PirH»iWJ^910U 'HkteB 

6 121132 WE*»maEBIIBE{lB)mmt%8nDeeflanlj«WSuny7106 J4Katoaay 

7 -M71T3 l*)NttWJ(BflB(aF)(lBWHerr«wigSUKsBwnBd7103 — M Wnm i 

B 1P3423 B6UJBIREU0(19)(IJ)(SESlUerlTEamiyG102 AWJa r 

9 24-1313 aMia»pnCTittan»R»«ariiPMBtteaiBi90 - .nuttUBB 

-9«tedrtad- 

UUnma^lOafMmaeH>ael0S!UF0o9aSb 

BEITMB: 4-1 Mania Ms Bate, 9-2 FrdtkalTanar, 6-1 MhterOd^r, B-l Gteadea Baa, Gdtea Hat- 
te. 7-1 Itea) * *. *4 B sa»R>. 161 Hd ligii , 12-1 State Moon 

3998: Ptn h A Sore 7 10 0 Mr c Bonaw 4-1 (U HeamndJ 5 aa 

RUM SIDE 

krti Mari bub tad oat No MJN « B«l "as seen bow* af» rararf a tab, hence tM ftR-tane 
!M«a. am me taadsaa nai need to am a Banaec eflea io Bur tm tedan none a ennee. 

Kfintw of a now* teem K jfe mee»g ten par. Ns Pan Na Gam Iw «nQ ooan the Jandcw « 
conartbaea ©**»«*< «a0B te*. PeJBied Tawai s lock on Omja mroy after tau« ns chance n 
tat«»mlenmkcapasOstedBDiandAfeee.Mtete(OddynnteBurananet«onEe*andnet- 
K»» « tafly Vamaam. Wnoupt a lemete 12m Una Uiteay 01 Fkm, Bteaa Marti vdenl tft- 
fenaed, iOM| i»k on me ray Bate a me sort cdom mat am tansa daan a code of jew i|B- 
Waaw fiaa^ an been beating vnaO Mdt at mrar trado. (aces a tsuoarvak tod%. «Me IW- 

te*a s Bo ort e( me tandca? DC mpn ai do better ttoi mo other races, Gottai Hate aa Meay- 
an. Gcteaa HMo baatil Been «y candncaig om fences w ter an) Moiynan nvfv naan it% dirt a 
biaak of dmoattnae roente. Marthas NO FNN NO GAM 


1 ifSflPO BBIWffjaM(4a(M»fl*eBa«OPI*dafc9311 0 L-. APMafiw 

2 2710+04 BUCnOAfO BOUNCE CCQBtebfrtQBiarlfi Adana U 11 7 teateteAOBtee 

3 H=22PF BU T KHOt tg BOrOTffheaBaByBqdNTwsafttlMg 7 13 0_-—_CMaadaB 

4 P2-U22 CAB 04) TMtBET (15) |Q (te)CN>t«E0KteM FbMB% 111012 Plteaa 

5 PS3440 KKl£SDM(mn(HJMar»erdttAteioBs33109 SOmmV 

S '66123R SmmsiGPHMK(lQ(RaAra«filtetraaM0>teCOunBlD6 * Vmm o%r 

7 241225 RmBGH BUins (Q Mrt l VAJ9M« test LVJteted 10105 ARnakrt 

8 >31212 S7ORMIMCfaR(3Q(nAtMa)CMadan8303_^. MMdaada 

9 04614P «MniS(399te)Dr8GBtoabuy)Kadey7102 COUajwB 

10 1F-UX BAROMET (38) Mv Qatt Tbompsore 0 Mchdm 7 10 2 R J oteaa n 

11 111041 ACrtHE«eW{7)fftaDBiOeaereMTochnB810i FCtateayB 

12 P-2413U COURT afi30Gf |4Q(Bf) (Acta, Barter, QteaPNcnak 910 i-JBrRItenrtea (Q B 

13 UV3400 DNUttBOf(lQ(NanJtete4NTMS)Mv0aawl210O CUa a <|u 

14 3UI241 SAN4m(42)WiBBlxnRatneof<nPH«a8100 HRBantaa 

15 338330 SFU+MCTON 03) UteodjpeC J G4bd 9 100 PMda 

16 1/48245- FARSOKS B»B (597)0 S tteuend J ttetera 11 100 ASM 

17 Q3131? OffnCBRU (37) )CBf)(He , ttaBr8 Bradbuinel2 100 — terM Bi l rt t ann (7) 

18 P60122 HWHjyCHMf (15) ate Krt> fass\ 1 Hattnt 11 10 0 teCMUtea 

teirurr last I>u» MJ»B :tei4teffw9aairteaopiat9K5teOPlteftpaar2te*Vte n *ianat 
BEnwfe^a m^^ci^tt^ iMAid^teart e^aiterB ^ 

lDtejaeBoy. 261 fh afafgitertte. 361 gpiifl a gon . 561 ottata 
3598: Muooft Boy 11 10 2 U Dayer 261 0 Ndatarr) 20 an 

F0M6UDE 

SWiBt SIBWWK a om of seed mar aaaid prater aora cm in tta Roud. sa (Used m nee in me 
Mi Mrtaol md Se Id the las »r* ma Odtad Cknaoody rode her (aOn«i d« w wetted at a red 
node that day «fi Nn* tuteer. «mr of Me itoi Uur Chase a Ou&tan 1st mcmi. Su( a rub m 
SB ar ^MaeR ig tt tebegtBgnn(ornB)ura<oflaFteybctfie-tfawiane«aaeRimrtttM- 
Vgu Gndf ■ nadMamn on a praota teste Mteod - end «e todapK Qa « fcr 9* Moangtar 
Bad In Da Mrtardi tteOoraf k Ltanettr. The wort* IM her (here aere taimprewrgyajic aip Se*- 
en l«m and, d floutsa, LM^eane. tto^ tevaao fnefad M rt U smbt bdan «« m« B» 

oteny of i<a Bat day and la rag* need sett gtwd rrcre dan moo. foath behad ten Qtene m me 
Band taucral Baettortd Boaoca h hwng only Mt toum nai dthe season but Ihe tea rapody of hs 
ndert an tue bean te amtneia ewrea M ft Rnpootte m «oe Oe tad ma PU Certany a on me 
aeme oml Art The Wac. fto-tna Ureas (m mda^ emMad AerThe WRlb Oedy a b««<B«K 

lert Snadqr, bumu aaeat Se«rtetd mitten ware someoutd-tam hones srt pnsydoae tart they 
daoaned bai bom home dm. BaddwM Boy ■ BMead forme tu ante, snwnibtr id ft lam a 
orartoe on Nt It tenten » be aaan «9» heedaaar does da tmfcbul Mpt TMonGw 

won dde ii 1992 and 1994 MdiCaplrtiDtdte and EardiSurnM and SaedDitaaes second to VMs- 
ted h 1995. Uto tnoae diaa, Budftuae Boy a a race who an a me Roy* SunAlsra None Chase 
m QrtteaBwi anal# he «as pdM d> dam. Bannei, etfah n da nme conus. Mb icposans a 
yard wldi s pod raw) in meant yean. Bealdac want* MdiMoaueR Boy. da sable lad the tartb and 
ttdi in 1995 and Bteapslfiana mi second to EartiSutmr a year eater. Steartbactar las done nodi- 
b« amog Snca B»« chaine nl bM al ter f^ert fteo ■ Qatennam, aMe Baartabau B artar 
npnate caBtev. He rant botttce tact tomaMaLKBUer hut it dear Man t atelg an « l«t and 
»G may nan out better Ban he las Swan aijattfaet races. H a J a cB o nt SfSTHtgBWME 


_ — COKajarB 


FORK GARDE 

SALMON LAODHl, wnti hi La mmtacr a 's Derby, wea latar oparamd on tor a wind paubieni 
and dtdrrt come mto his (Mi urdt he aae a fbur-year-edd lea arm, gong Bum strength to 
strenehtD win four tbnea. Sent up to Hamlton fbr the Hist of thoaa vcnalea, he wound w> 
Dy beating Ktitta three pots of a Jengh In the Group Three St Simon Stefas twr couree 
and ttetenc*,wNte in between those wda ha landed KBfcmbtehaneteaps at Ascot and Good- 
wood. Paul Cote's chaqa went we» m hrt KampBn fftoo and he na0< bajua mat ttfe brt 
f i U BfO ia nKtitta. who has a 30 pul compared tttna St Simon. Sabnon Ladder found Saaa- 
mentaneck too good ki tha SaptamberStahK but can reMma das adhourti «one a€3l). 
«Ma ha can aeste ban QfrAristoteab (neck aagyiMRO. Ateo hokfnfl sound ctebia is & 
legBr dad Saearaae, another who an»oy«J a past 1996 with fcur wins, teetering the Km* 
George v Handicap at Royal Ascot. Contng fam John Dunlop* stable, the Omen Dancer 
colt art be sfnrp 8001101-1116 gang n40« be too My lor Bacuon Dgy, wtn had cut bi 
the ground when successful oaar Rather here tart m ffrta c t l nn- SALMON LADDER 

IThnl trheprint greenham stakes (i class a) «« 

IrrrJ (Qroty 3} £30P003W7T Penalty Vahre £13^500 

1 1-14 WVB«rpa|CANnE«ted)TMBi90 gSutenS 95 

2 13231- M0aRMANDpB9mMgaunAIMaMifriBHb90 BltelW 

3 132112- MUaB{UQ(AlBtmkwesmiert4MamonfiQ AMrtwlW 

4 1111- »DQlE(18B)(Q(RESveariPQaQaB^«n90 IM44U9 

5 1326 THE WEST (UBA) (183) BMRma FM SebranlPCde 90 TOM 2 107 

6 41- YALAEWEZ(Z3?)(D) OttSunAlMKxirtM State 90 LDrttariS 21 

-fidadrtad- 

BErPMa 613 Bwogia, 7-2 teComard, 11-2 Hudaa,7-nhaWgtl2-lYlrttetaniw, 33-1 H^vi W>y 
1B9B; DuaM Dmcer3 9 0 ter Udoy nm (N Cete#an) 8 mn 
FORM GUIDE 

Unbeaten after tour runs as a Jwmrile, REVOQUE. second fareuto fcr the 2,000 (tebnees, 
kraponedlnfloodgBpeenashouldretainhlslOOpercentrecond.'namedbyPetefChep- 
ple Hyara, *4io won this wth Tutla Wand (1394), Revoque went in at Ascot last July on 
hsmtroduetton end toBcMed up h The Acomb Sahas BtY0rt(,nh4e ha scored by three terjphs 
(mm The Wert m the Prtt de la Satenandre war todays trip a t o n fl ch rt np m September 
and beet Majorian a comua of ten0ta In the Oand Cmartim omr a mlto a: the a*ne ttach 
me Mowing month, te Comnand was ateo a Bmart youngster. An impcaasne wtener at me 
tMg Goodwood meeting on Hs deout, Bany HMs 1 handaoma oolt wna placed In Its ne» three 
nm* beta coming flood aoatn In the Group One Dewfnnt a Newmarket on ha *nal ap- 
pearance. 0»mly mestanng MurtcateuaUt by a head. (Her thB mra furton^ tn Command 
can lewarea running with M u ch ea. who finwied a length in Itort of hew whan they flted the 
places behind Brtwmten Booty m the Mdrte PaiK. Hmng sart that Muchee was the vpa.- 
ome otco nri sTe n cty ae ■ Juw* and art run hte usual honest race. Yatetetanee shewed 
the benefit of his deteK fourth lo Blue Rher at Newnerter tea AL«atw4ienjigl%ngtBvaiattam 
on the game oouraa a tonwtfit teier and sTvMd dowea thteynar. S el e ct ion: REVOQUE 

fTonl LADBROKES ^RMG CUP (HANDICAP) (CLASS 

l^2__ 1 B) £2SjDOO lm Penalty Value £1SJ075 tBBg-8s3 

1 32604- QU)EAUrRUSr(18])(QBIaMmAIMriawriEDUtcp510GLJ)flDeaohoa(93OiaS 

2 3714486 UROr IBBW (30) ESatenSdrtBB Ham 4 9 12 DmOntertlllUB 

3 014046 MMAIBICA (133) (DKR&UbJ 9CQM) Lady Hataa5912Jtedm€SBaal330B 

4 1Q2156 AURMDBOCX(UB)(CO)(CrrRKrtglkDJIteBhme598 D Hart** 9 107 

5 5216 Items (MB) (Shrth ktehanned) M SBUB 49 7 — J Bald 2 97 

6 106 UONCE(USA)(lBQ(MTabort POacpie^eri49B FartBddteyUlOO 

7 825162 H«ABCSL£YHRLCzQ(QB*)fPRCMDrt*rtlaiJIterTBtlBi496 I FtetWyiffi 

8 221240 fiRNDMUSR»(2QBtedi3tefln01Brtiae494 MbIM D wjarM BIOS 

9 541641 NMA UR5 (DSA) (ZB) (D) (HTHSUbi Alrrad ShaW PCOte 494 .TQM15104 

10 186046 ALABRAQ(20O)lAtBontedrgtereias)JI®4 94_ — Mm* 5103 

11 500063 SMS ON THE RUN (80) (D) (D J Aten) B McMahon 10 9 2 SSaedn 12 164 

12 110050 SKf DOE QB) (D) dte D J Uran) M Tontehs 4 B 13 RMM7300 

13 00156 AO MIMM pS2)CT(SFnsBj)D Lcfcr <B 13 LDadad43Ql 

14 06401-5 MlA9LMBSEC28)(D|(AENeedramC9ngi4812— - WJOTteanor2O207 

15 206001- SMRN QB8) (D) (Me L Eta*) D Motes 8 8 12 4 Bay IBB 105 

18 527136 MB40(ALUDr(lB9) (Q(SwnmerueSkji8IBgdng48l2 RCodteanalBim 

17 24136 FQRZAnGUD(2S2)(D!|QbltermdKyliBBGKemq)4812 OPa*r3105 

18 213- TMXA(2#ej (Dj £LonlWhtisaxl£jSriia*jn4812 ME dderylfilfl? 

IS 033G60 HMmOPrtnMm(D)nBbtetGttMJaaawl78U OHteteadBUC 

30 662812 SECRET AUT (Uklfl MR PHVM4CBdartn7Bll BDojtell® 

-SOdeeteMd- 

flEITWe IM HaMkriqr ME 8-1 Kaate Upb, M5»r Dome. 36-1 Kate Smrtirt M** TWte, 3>1 
GoMtedL terttan Of Rram, 14-3. At AtertbCMkMKTkyrt, Martel lady, 161 Atemrt Rock, 
fiaiMIra, Ugaha,SrtartA», 20-1 Band Oame tea, Um»Ute*. 263 rttem 

1996: Royal PNosopntr 4 8 13 M HRs S-l Q Krtg 20 ran 
- RRNGUDE 

Inched out ey Kuala Ltete (who nad the admntafle of an al-weather iui two wneta tiefO>e) 
in the Lincoln, HAWKStCY HIU. can avenR that date® on a pound better terms, white he 
8houldoonfirm the fam with Kate Smiaa. Sky Dome, Huntere Of Bnwa and Grand Ma- 
afcte. who were m arrears. HawWley Hi had a tremendous season in 1996xtoftjng up sa 
wins and four seconds. Huntars Of Brora eneountared trouble In ronrmg on Touffi Moor ex- 
cap: tor wtach giewmsa haw ftrdstied doeer end the naghimeBe the heme Hue tma-Cadtertix 
Trywt &tr*e Ns gn^e success of last season m Turtey. wtndmg up wbh a tounh to «n- 
length scorer Decorated Hero at Um g a winti L He is an iOh but smart daener Oenffi O’- 
Donohoe Irtas off 3Ui and -Ed Dunlopfc yert has made a telfftt sort this season. Ataond 
Rock, beam hair a tengh by SterMomRrrtfimtamllrfl time up a yeBrafls and riso 
omner-up nn wne. cane good at tepon in Augao. Howeiier. ha »m unptaeed on tes om) 
subwrpjent tuns, mduding when befflb^ on& wo home in the 38-nmner Cambrt^gwB 
wAth Hasrtstey HBI aewen teiglhs m Imnt othrm m seventti. UnRwa, artar a nedi second to 
BaBtehir ouw todaiis mp at Windsor in Jiiy, sonned home by the tongms at Hampton (im 
2f maidenj. His mrawenE when tafed off behwa Si Mawes Intha Gordon 9lrt«s o«r a tnie 
and a half a Goodwood on Jriy 30 ana too bad to be me. SetecUaK hwvkslev HIU. 


rjrTTTfl GLB4MJR FUTURE CHAB4PPON STANDARD OPEN NAT10N- 
^f^ALWNT FLAT (CLASS H) (MVI) £2,000 adftod 2m 

1 13- RR»SOItt|KZRmpeaaelHMnCUsni6120-._-. 9 Perawoy 

2 1 RSaJBtSEHQRMsUTunw&lteCUlwCMc&UlGUll APMoCoy 

3 10 BAMUB.WBmSPMpQnRbuVGiaptR Coteii) Dtedcinn 511 HR ttatewR 

4 1 aH0HSCMH£Ql)R(MsBaitwatbRtm>R05k4ten4ll5 RJ u tewaa 

5 01 8OOEIY7RC5|USJI)(7Q{D)WSMeteeR0niOruai4U5 IHteaa 

6 BMBUf BUK Mr: 1 Moted) N ladcn-Dean 5 11 R C Item he 

7 RADER OEMM MPtertte* Ineanira Ltt G Hchante 5 13 4 B Bona (7) 

8 UMDFTICI»IBt(BT5te«an«RMS)OStennod5Ud If teaw 

9 PBBMttNlMttSCElaBKBateyfillA CODwyer 

10 lMaCM.SHniflNMMrtaoteJChart»BU4 Ktehnee 

13 REAUT mSUL (teoen Qgtonl Mss S Hal 5 11 4 P Cartway 

12 RHBIMUUIOANSiMBkinEBaoslahPHDttB5114. £FMa 

13 TKoreeaiRi&TysMSHetrturtGtehM ^--Lima 

14 0 HEngtraOAXlmiBMfaandljcBanrNTwaMvDwwis&lDU CMaate 

15 BALA PVIAMA lA^r^d and Sons Ltd] R f ahey 4 10 12 — IWm 

16 BUABHAILMM fitette^wteh) UaunTotewsei* 1612 C McConwedk (7) 

17 0 DOMrtBROOK (56) (R Sarti (YbO)) R Vnxacuse 4 10 12 BRMtealQ 

IS RMBSlrt<9URE(kainHMaDn)iJeflBian4io 12 ICrtteg— P) 

19 OHBOCO3TAMslt]yronOMaaonBminCte0CT4iD12 BBteny 

20 JOWOOOr Mb Downy Tireecn) Me* D momran 4 ID 7 DMw 

^ 2 q — 

BERlrtc 94 BmNlMtenste, 61 Rad Oterte. 7-1 Stem S««. 61 Stenae Cartta, 6t Mnt 
■ artprt 1611*4 Of The Mmt. PteiynM, 161 Bb^ey M. 14-1 RmBt Ihrtrt. 261 eBwrs 
1988: Uamo 5 10 13 G CaM 7-4 (Un M ne«ey) 20 on 

f£~2Hl GLEMAUtR FUTURE CHAMPION STANDARD OPEN NAI10N- 
LH— — J AL MMT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) (MV B) £2fi00 added 2m 

1 El BMMRO (51) (NOtes Lwu Famei) KBaltyB U 11.— CVIMyer 

2 1 GO HtniE (3Q (N (tanr HemnnQ) tin 5 Smffi 5 11 11 r«Hm(B) 

3 41 RASM TO n Meted Httae< lay femes 5 llll. ...R D — eady 

4 2 CABUHBFOfi0'nXE(49)L* S3I '0iftiCir^TCar5114 JlCaHB 

5 CHOCOUQE DHUa (The Dam ad Btoe Partnecnae J BaAen 6 11 4 AAMetonay 

6 ueOCPACE UP Deary CE^RDn5U4 NW— 

7 IOWMUOO (Uts Rapncnd Ante— Green) Cteae 5 u 4 astray 

8 2 NRMAI«(NQM(MaraeEte)9lMsSBmdi5l34 IB- T fete 

9 SXXimsc (Dra D CteerQ t txtsDy 5 U 4 LWyer 

10 SfEAtSV9THUBB((Scrt<liiieylMsABBfey 5114 AB—ta 

13 BEVUAOE WAV 6t MeBon Ernes Lsfi D Kanfeon 6 U 4 9 tote— 

12 lBfORVMQtaLMBmiMS5HM0t5114. JO My 

13 RMUAHOFOIIAIrtE AteGrtfteseMBaBneG ArtadtS U4 LOntera 

14 35 W00DfSDWR0N(a)Wdtetikyfelte9lanMtaUltertey6ll4 PM— 

15 0 MEWMM IHkJKR— !)NTM aDfrDalts5 1013 CU— » 

18 fHCKOM(MisAEeiteM i)PH0Ob 51O13 CTbrwwy 

17 ICBRE THREAD (Bolt FootBLantecOG Adads 5 10 13 8 Bras (7) 

18 0 OPEN RARVMVPE) Mtntl Racf«M DQffi 410 12 RUgRbOiR 

19 VMJiALlA (Eiea Head Hose E9 Hh LjnTEcTi MTodruaer4 ID 12 APlloCoy 

20 6BI OFWuy (R 5 Vtood) RVVbodA 10 7 MrRTbQmtanO) 

_ 2(| ^ 

BOT8B: 7-2 Bteweauts, Ranh, 61 The Wags Vtey, 61 Nonuenia, 10-1 Ge Native. WMdRitd lA- 
rtaay 161 Dee—, Had ferltaa, 161 SMtetee, Stuls YarTbundar, Vrtute , 261 otters 
1996: see cteoon one 


■<r rr.T--^ 




Taa] NETHER/WON MEDIAN AUCTION MADEN STAKES (CLASS 
D)£5y000 added 2YOffies5f 34yds Penalty Value £3,813 

1 2 AMANMM(IH»itiavtores)B»c811 ,TSprte5 

2 BUOflKUWClMBSJuiaEBBBdJJSMooteail KMoatt 

3 CHRTSAlB(QnnplaW^a)PC0te8U IlgtemiB 

4 DOGE CROSSROADS (A FMantftR Hannon B 11 RHuRweB 

5 B)C£0ff{NAlKnafflRfennon811 JO— arttartl 

6 U A MIf l A tMItertfeMI— te8U ■ JB B wa— y(5)» 

7 5 MA«aLnWCBtMOhafeMBoy9l*iNDiJdeW811 OMtertT 

8 PHOtCAtELUBRLdsuetxBRHsmnBll PatBMrty2 

9 PROCESS lfMDB 1C AdaadS) A Foste 811 RPert—A 

10 RMG1HElMnBSnteQuBen)lBrtirG811 1 Dated 12 

11 RMMTHEII0RNMG(DB«IFPDwrt)Bttearai8U BOoyteS 

12 6 SUPH W I E M m MO—lMraO PartnaaMIAggntlpBll HH—nfi 

-32— al - 

BEnift 62 Otejols, 10630 Pteai Ates. 7-2 Hteglhe Mtecs, 61 ArtonDa, 161 laa teTbt 
Merate6 12-1 Facw-Ofl, 14-1 Bratog Loae, Hraerra, Dbto Cnwaroads. 20-1 sttea 
1996: Cherry Blossom 2 B 11 Prt Edday 65 (RHamon) 7 an 

[X^nl BOB RKEY 50m Bimcm MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) (MV 
I) £4^00 added 3YO lm Penalty Value £3^28 

1 2- 4£B*L(W)W— dS*»a1Wj— :9Q 0Mar5 , 

2 46 BGBOIBMrtiaO)RABeaail)BMBiSwnBO BDqteX? | 

3 8^«URriMI(Aild«^Py6J(aMB-WnmH0»^ Start— • 

4 CHEF MONARCH Mb H feted) B Snot BO R (tort— at 1 

5 3 R*HBNRLIEMnESans»)P(SW4te-feam90 IBted9 

B GRSC PAUCE (linl IMtaDrtQ M Sate 90 WRSwtetan 3 

7 lEGDOARf LOVER (Mem Mym R Ootten 9 0 RMChtel 

S 6 IBORtSE (USA) Ct73)(KAb0ufeh)HteaBD XFl—15 

9 MBTRAL LOID (H F Geoi^ U Msc^iek B 0 OH— 4 

10 MOONSWLSB—SrtaSMSnteBO XBradrt— 13 

IX IIOWaA(feBmonitiStd)la(»Haiws90 PtedBMery7 

12 64- PRAnHUS(177)(B AiaFHrdo RHimon90 0— 01M2 

13 0 PREMBR BOWSE (Ugfhrtfe Gems) PH— 90 Pat&kte ylB 

14 RASM (ferrdan A MsMoun) W R Hem B 0 RfeklD 

15 RNBtPtOT daw AxhomgR Oaten 90 -T Spate 11 

36 aWIT»9«ISUiar»AITOdS»a«POote90 TQi— 32 

17 WMKAB0UriXAttefian)Bia>90 to fete 14 

-ITdMtand- 

BEniNte 62Atarrt. Mlteafei Rote, 1X2 M—ntea. 7-1 Grade Prtaca, 615te«t Rid, 161 Mtak- 
ateot 361Zrt)artlaq>U— ,JteaMvBteerPDa4344Paadh%i6lltewrtPv26leitera 
1996: Nath House 3 9 0 1 Bert «6 (P CteRfefeam) 14 ran 

I cftAl ARLINGTON INTERNATIONAL RACECOURSE STAKES (CLASS 
r w l B> £12^000 tedded 3Y0 lm 2f Penalty Value £7,962 

1 413- IBMC SOWO {1HM S3 tSnelfi Uctommea) J Gosden 9 1 LIMM8 

2 213- EALAK|USA)(197)(HarntenAlktelauivWRfem813 8I»7 

3 1-2 MSSEirflEAI(4BiniKfesni)GlMoin8U KA—IO 

4 61 AfeBSVliE (USA) (19) (Shetei MrtanmedlJ Gonto> 8 13 A Clark 1 

5 555600- OUT OF SKHT (361) (DJ Meal B McMahon B 11 SSeadraB 

6 3412- R0ftoA«AREJTO(ironteHWCPtoPannosltelBM6«aiSU 0 Prater 4 

7 1 SteCtEaaWEIWJIAKCoa^jPOiKte+^errrSri ^}RaMS 

8 1- SOPHOMORE CUB) (K AbrtteJ Blite 8 U.^— Pw Eddery* 

9 21- APACWSWR(U3)(AE0ppo*eiienG»agg86 MHta2 

10 213563 RA IWDtotCteapiJiy HayalRMaiCTiPS tea *09—1 

-lOdeetamd- 

BfenNBXlHoyrt Am w — . 62 tent Sera a. ixa F rtte . M l ea m i M e, 162 5l n rt a C !m|4ra, 7-1 Septie- 
■ora, 161 Batedaoetefc 12-1 A—te Ster, 261 often 
1996: «fli Bam— 3 8 13 J fed 61 (P Chaopteferai 5 ran 

le-gfil BOB MLEY50THBBTTHDW MADEN STAKES (CLASS D)(DIV 

IrrzXJ ■) £4^00 added 3YO lm Penalty Value £3,428 

1 S3 ABAIAWasjC/bteWararrtParo— MOnnnonBO PPIferp*tf6 

2 66 BOU>SABtf(224)iawW«FCKa)Pfe«90 WRSwtea n) 

3 B0ntamjC0NSrWMainPm6}IBaltec90 LDrttariU 

4 DMLWCE&ethfen flmmacM5aua90 ACtetll 

5 OJt0Q( saootL (USA) Oharas 7 S Long/ V Cola SO 7 Qatar 6 

6 lEVSt BOV SORT (fete ferae CteMTJttert— 90 S Sandra* 

7 BUWD SAIOUARm&rtosE S«te(J P Item 90 j nature 7 

B 6 KHAFAAQ (377) IHamten Al Matawri) W R Hem 9 0 ArtBttayl 

9 HAaGttiC(USA)(fenttenAIAWU<TVrG09DteT9O. KffiU 

ID 6 MVSnCI8DfiE(325)n«sAmQa««n>DBBrtnh90 ItCocte— 13 

u pouswostSLOtar—nAiiffata am) Lacy ferns 90 D—affStea tt 

12 6 RAflAKAlCHpi3)(feanondi&uSJDrtop90 MUtey2 

13 6 ROt)U£IWAt£ClJ3)MafcSB««Ceol90 KMoaS 

14 7BEWUEr(KAxUMRQe«on90 .T Spate 16 

15 GOODI»tniam(RESBneHB)BHfe89 DH0»rrtl5 

15 6 BHCfllUViani{274)[*per»Ml£l5iref^mHgiplAFcisBr89. RPah m3 

-Udedarad- 

BETTRtt POBSCASh 62 M— Mi , 9^ Hamate, 61 Royal Fterta, 61 Bvdn M— fiood Raa- 
—tea. 1 0 Ih art irer.rrMrnKwW a i WwlaarL 12-1 Tame Vefley. 14-1 Abaiarry, 20-1 ettes 
1998: see —ai one 


HYPERION 

220 Captafti Bliss 2^0 SurRriM Mission %20 
Venture CapitaDst 350 Peart Ventise 4^0 Star- 

boraugft 430 In Good Nick Sl 20 Three Arch 


GOING; Good in Ftan (Gtrtd in pteees). 

CTALLS: Snaigln - nuida aiJe; round wow-telde. 
Mfl fdpmnMEt Bteh for 5f and Bt 

■ LefWaad eraara, tow! b«a qu&c sharp. 

■ Coarse bWef—MMiASl-TWe— lientm. SMP SS E OHl 

•ChibS12:TTBtcrteDBS8(CllAP»14)iTbmflrB*riiirtnrS8(OlW» 

51^1). AeeaqHOted 6s tree. GAS P ^-Ftagy aadcwra 

53 ge fl^odtog up to Dot auahs ptui efi carateCB; tv— tnocr 

S ra — n mgr TIME: Cantate BUra (Z.an.pte— wi s t — 
ftrisomfl P pot. 

JVINNBBS IN ISB LAST SEVEN AAXSc Aifed T— (&20)-ram 

•l Warwick on Stamday, 

LONG-DJ5TAMCB XDNNKXS; Head (1^0) *« 296 mOes by 
■ ft— WhlicorabfrParart. . 

rST^Al KN/SfTON'CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,500 added ZYOSf 

43 CATOrtL BUSS WTO NTnterfl S — A tera rn aXBl'H 

2 TOUSTBtESMWEflsatyfla n ate ra— 5 

3 WAir«SMWE£Ba*y9 3 Ila— 9 

4 cWfTTPErsFeheyag ^c— 1 

5' ' -M i(y*J®MWEaaBty812 — — _ 3_jGPadte|B4 

d - cARwrw»oiawsMtBiW89— Rltefc^a 

17 0 8KVF00LCR9L(l4)TeWHby88 

g o MAMOMD SIX (IQ P E—8 7 JF|fltel2V. 

0 ffleMLAW»Mnt0l87 — CltaprtfflB 
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Defending the numbers game 



ROY EVANS* CONTINENTAL 
APPROACH: WING-BACKS AND 
Li : T HR EE CENTRE-BACKS 





BJORNEBYE 



KVARME WRIGHT HARKNESS 


! Personnel 

: Many and varied. Stig Inge Bjomebye is the left wing-back and, until 
i Wednesday, when he was replaced by Rob Jones, Jason McAteer was on 
: the right. Mark Wright and Bjorn Tore Kvarme are regulars in the centre 
with Dominic Matteo. Steve Harkness, Phil Babb and Neil Ruddock . 
competing for the third spot 

Strengths 

! Width going forward, good support for midfield, strong in defensive centre. 

i Weaknesses 

i Vulnerable on the flanks, needs athletic wing backs, temptation to defend 
\ too deep. 

! Flexibility 

, Good since Jones* return as McAteer would struggle defensively as a 
: conventional full-back. Harkness can play on the flanks while the other 
1 central defenders all have experience of playing in a four. 


fit. -r.ri.t1 

KUreSPOOlJ 

H footbmi club* 


Glenn Moore analyses the 
different tactical approaches 
Liverpool and Manchester 
United will use in today’s vital 
Premiership match at Anfield 



R oy has three, though it is 
sometimes five ana he is 
thinking of four. Alex has 
tried five but prefers four. Axsene 
has five but wants four - while 
Ruud and Martin nominally have 
five but change to four on spe- 
cial occasions. 

Confused? It would not be 
surprising, we are talking tactics, 
defensive tactics, and even the 
people who are supposed to 
operate them can be left bewil- 
dered by the jargon. Ask Steve 
Clarke, who recently recalled 
Chelsea's preparation for an FA 
Cup tie at Bristol City. “We were 
playing a sweeper system as 
Graham Roberts was back from 
suspension so we spent an hour- 
and-a-half in the hotel the 
evening before working out our 
tactics with a Subbuteo board. It 
didn't work - but we would have 
beaten them at Subbuteo." 

To some h is all gobbledegook, 
football is about players, their 
bean and their art. It may have 
been once, but in the modem 
game organisation is required as 
well, especially in defence. This 
morning's crucial match between 
Liverpool and Manchester Uni- 
ted illustrates the development 
of defensive strategy. 

English defences used to be 
cast in the same mould. TWo 
hani-as- nails full-backs who put 
their wingers in the gravel track 
with the first tackle, a beef- 
eating stopper who battered the 
centre-forward, and his Bryl- 
ereemed sidekick, almost as big, 
almost as nasty, but more mobile. 

No longer - because foreign 
habits have intruded. While Alex 
Ferguson's Manchester United 
play four at the back, Liverpool 
have gone Continental with 
three in the centre and wing- 
backs makin g up a five when un- 
der pressure. 

Not that either arc totally 
convinced. Ferguson tried play- 
ing five, with a view to Europe, 
in the pre-season build-up two 
years ago. They trotted out for 
the opening game against Aston 
Villa and were 3-0 down by the 
interval. They reverted to four 
and have stuck to it ever since. 
Evans, meanwhile, having in- 
vested so much faith in playing 
with wing-backs at Liverpool, is 
now reconsidering in the after- 
math of the Paris St-Germain 
debacle. 

There are other waverers. In 
recent weeks, both Ruud Gullit's 
Chelsea and Martin O'Neill's 
Leicester City have changed 
from their customary five to a 
lour to deal with special prob- 
lems. Gullit wanted defensive 


strength and width to combat 
Wimbledon’s power and mobil- 
ity in lost week’s FA Cup semi- 
final, O'Neill wanted a baas 
from which Pontus Kamark 
could man-mark Jurunho m the 
Coca-Cola Cup final. 

Both changes worked, but 
Evans is unlikely to make such 
a fundamental switch today. The 
summer is the time for that, as 
Arsine Wenger, a fan of the four, 
decided when .he arrived at 
Highbury in mid-season. But 
who is right? 

In theory playing three/five 
provides the flexibility to win the 
□umbers game in midfield, the 
key area of modem football 
Ideally one of the central three 
has the ball skills to step into mid- 
field, with or without the ball, 
while his partners mark. Those 
players need to be capable of 
playing in the centre where read- 
ing the game and aerial strength 
are paramount, and on tbe flanks 

RACE FOR THE TITtE . 

p w d ; l ”f. fk -pt* 

Kan UM 13319 9 fr 68 38.B6 

Uwipool ■■■■—. 34 18 10 -6' 57 30 64 
Aim*— li-3418 9 7 57 28 63 

Remain lag ffx tm re s 

Manchester United " 

TODAY Lharpaaf(A};3 Msy lMoesIdr (A); 

6 Mpjr MKMtesJaiMZh tHl; S MfljF . 


NOMngtto (H); U MayWescHem (Hi. . 
Liverpool 

TODAY Manchester Limed (Mj; 3 M*y 
Tottenham fl-fl; 6 May Wmbtedbn W: 
11 May Sheffield Wednesday (*}. 


TODAY Blackburn (H); 21 April Cowntti * 
(Air 3 May Newcastle (H); 11 May "■ 
DerwiM. - 

where mobility and quick-foot- 
edness are needed. 

This is one reason why Uni- 
ted prefer a four, their central de- 
fenders. David May and Gary 
Pallister, are uncomfortable in 
wide areas, as Pallister showed 
when playing for England in 
Norway and May in his unhappy 
period at right-back. If United 
changed systems, one of them 
would have to be left out. A 
problem with this system for 
English teams is that there are 
very few genuine sweepers. Mark 
Wright and Dominic Matteo 
have done a reasonable job of h 
at Liverpool, but neither are in 
the Matthias Sarazner class. 

The wing-badcs provide width 
in midfield when going forward 
and protection on the flanks 
when defending. They need to be 
athletic, adept at going forward 
but also defensively aware. Dan 
Petrescu is the best example in 
the Premiership, David Ginoia 
probably the worst due to his 


defensive Inadequacies and 
positional -indiscipline. Liver- 
pool have Stig Inge Bjoruebye, 
a defender, and, usually, Jason 
McAteer, an attacking mid- 
fielder, on the flanks. Both are 
athletic -and good crossers. 

Liverpool are generally sound . 
defensively, their recent lapses are 
down to poor concentration and 
David James' handling errors. 
Their problem is going forward, 
but that may stem from the back. 

Wenger believes the system 
delays a passing team, as Arse- 
nal are becoming and Liver- 
pool are, when attacking. “The 
problem is you defend deeper,” 
he said, “and though you have . 
more security in the centre you 
are less dangerous offensively on 
the wings. 

“1 would like to attack and de- 
fend in a higher position. When 
you defend deep it is a problem 
because you need five, six, eight 
passes on the way to goal and 
that is a long way to go, especially 
on a narrow pitch like Highbury. 
If a team, defends well, yon 
sometimes need to find a way in 
the air instead. We might go to 
a four next year." 

The’fouris not really a four, 
it is an eight as the midfield are 
interlinked. The central mid- 
fielders, in United's case Roy 
Keane and Nicky Butt, protect 
Pallister and May, while the 
wide men cover the full-backs - 
it was said Sammy Lee extend- 
ed Phil Neal's career at Liverpool 
by five years. 

United’s wide men. David 
Beckham and Ryan Giggs, 
though attacking by nature, are 
expected to do their share of 
graft - witness Gary Neville 
bawling out Beckham in Dort- 
mund after he let Jorg Heinrich 
go past him on the overlap to 
create a chance for Andy MoIIer. 

The irony is that English 
teams, like Liverpool Chelsea, 
Aston Villa and the national 
team, have adopted a three/five 
just as many foreign clubs have 
turned to 4-4-2. Muan, Juyentus, 
and now even the Netherlands, 
play that way. Germany, how- 
ever, have a three/five. 

Perhaps it is down to the play- 
ers. Wenger again: ‘‘There is no 
perfect system. The best system 
s the one suited to the players yau 
have. That is why souk managers 
coukl be wrong m picking the sys- 
tem first -that can be done if you 
create your own team but when 
you arrive somewhere you have 
to adapt to the players. 

"The right system is the one 
in which everybody in the team 
feds he can express his qualities.” . 
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GARY NEVILLE 


BALUSTER 


Personnel ' 

. f ' m - ' 

i Gary Neville, David May, GaryRalfisterand Denis. Irwin are the. first-choice 
quartet Ronnie Johnsen, who will come in today if May's injury has not 
recovered. Is the (qng-term'replacemerit for PaJiister and Phil Neville is 
■bang groomed to succeed Irwin. 

Strengths y • - , 

■ Provides good cover across the field with a clear demarcation of ' 
responsibility. Presses the opposition, good for offsides. 

Weaknesses : 

: Needs protective midfield, can be caught square, vulnerable to ball over the 
. top. • . •' •• ‘ ‘ ' 

Versatility • 

Limited. The Nevilles. could play anywhere in either system but Rallister and 
May are much happier in a four. 


Model goalkeeper is looking naked in the penalty area 


When l he Hup lulled him a> 
“Armani's- Nn l“. David James 
was playing so well that his sec- 
ondary career on the catwalk 
was a cauw for quips rather 
than qualms. A year on. with his 
catalogue of errors growing as 
thick as the Next Directory, he 
is more readily perceived as a 
goalkeeping model than a 
mods’! goalkeeper. 

il *iiurtcd up on lecssidc and 
it will probably end in tears for 
Liverpool, if there is am repe- 
tition when Manchester United 
visit Anfield in todays potential 
Premiership decider. Early in 
January':* game al Middles- 
brough. James sent a clear- 
ance straight to Craig HigneLt. 
who scored io send his former 
club on the way out of the Coca- 
Cola Cup. 

The trickle turned into a tor- 
rent. Three horrendous gaffes 

UOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

i H He reduced this golf course 
j to nothing, Jock NteKlaus on 
Tigsr Woods' Master? e.clory. 
B Tiger has ne\er mer anyone 
asmem 2 ft strong as himself and 
he never w ati. weeds 1 tosher, Cart. 
0 1 cWr/t r&afce Joyce was there, 
it was like a shadow going past. 
Uz McCotgan. bearer, by one 
second m ate London Marathon 
Oy Joyce Chepchumba. 

H<t makes you fee) like they are 
conspiring a&wrst you. Liverpool 
were the worst. They saw it as 
their mam chance. Alex For* 
goon. Manchester United man- 
ager. suspecting a plot behind 
the Premier League's refusal to 
l extend the season. 

■ I told them an - the butters, 
the chambermaids, everybody - 
to have are day off and yo and 
•.vatch the game. 1 even had to 
moke my own lunch. The Duke 
of Devonshire, president of 
Owsterfeu, cn me FA Cup semi- 
final against Middlesbrough. 

Rj Are you watching, Mansfield? 
Chesterfield's 23,000 fats 
during She FA Cup semi-final. 


at home to Newcastle - a mis- 
judged dive, hesitation and a 
fatal foray into no-man's land, 
all in the lost 2U minutes - nearly 
cost Liverpool a win that had 
appeared a formality. 

Afterwards, James admitted 
spending eight hours in his 
house playing computer games 
prior io the match, leading io 
possible blurred vision. To think 
managers used to worry about 
players going out... 

The following Saturday his 
fumble of a cross far from his 
line allowed Nottingham Forest 
to retrieve a point. The trait 
resurfaced in Norway, even 
though Liverpool beat SK 
Brann. and again, embarrass- 
ingly. when Coventry struck 
twice from comers for an un- 
likely away win. 

James then gifted two goals 
to Paris St- Germain. Rumour 


•TODAY 

1 3.0 unless stated 

FA Carling Premiership 

i 1 Arsen.il v BtJcWlum.. 

■ - A&ton ViBa v Totten Iwm 

,2 Cne.sea v L<nceaer 

I - Liverpool v Mancnesfer Ittd (11.15) 

; - KWRtesKnuEh * Surwe»a« 

; 3 Neucas-Je v Defy : — 

: 4 Woftn^am Forest » Leecfc 

i 5 SN?i™?nj WwJ v Wmaedon 

1 - StMfca.njx<xi v Coventry — 

i 8 West Ham v Ewerton 

! P W D L F A Pts 

: Mm Utd .33 19 9 5 66 33 66 

Urarpooi 16 10 6 57 30 64 

: Arsenal 34 16 9 7 57 23 63 

. Ncwwiatlo 33 16 9 8 64 39 87 

; Aston Vffla__J4 16 S 10 43 30 56 
j StaaflleM Wed 33 13 Id 6 M 39 53 
1 Wimbledon 13 10 10 44 40 49 
Chotaea.™™J4 13 10 U 53 53 49 

, Tottnlm 34 12 6 16 40 46 43 

, Dat tor 31 tO 12 12 41 51 42 

! Lee* 34 U 9 14 26 36 42 

I Evorton 35 io n 41 60 41 

totee*ter 33 M io 13 33 47 40 

: Haektwn 3.! 8 13 12 35 35 37 

Coventry™,™^ 6 32-14 22 48 36 

■ SwAhtmptoit 34 B 10 16 45 63 34 

: West Horn J 8 10 15 31 43 34 



David James (left) may have the ‘yips’ but with no 
credible replacement his place is safe. United have 
the experience of Raimond van der Gouw (right) to 
call upon. Phil Shaw reflects on the recent costly 
calamities of Liverpool’s (and Armani’s) No 1 



had it he was standing for the 
Referendum Party; well, he was 
trying lo take Liverpool out of 
Europe. And in Wednesdays 
derby at Evcrton. his habit'of 
coming for crosses he has no 
hope of claiming provoked a 
sardonic “What's it like to catch 
llie hall?" from both sets of sup- 
porters when he finally took 
one. 

Bizarrety, in the middle of 
these weeks of living recklessly. 
James made his England debut 
against Mexico. Not since 


tO Grimsby v Reading 

11 HoddereteW v West Bromwich.. 

12 Manchester Crtv v QPR 

13 Oldham v Bolton 

34 OdOrd v Swindon 

15 Tran mere , v Sheffield utd 

16 Wolves v Southend ......... 


Stewart Kennedy let in five for 
Scotland in 1975 has Wembley 
seen a keeper wrap himself 
around the woodwork so often. 

To many, James' hapless 
handling looks like a footballing 
equivalent of “the yips" in gol f, 
where nerves wreak havoc with 
a player's putt. Others detect the 
opposite flaw, an over-con- 
fidence which makes him inca- 
pable of taking advice. 

It is not mere fence-si Lting lo 
suggest the truth lies in between. 
At Goodison, after several 


First Division 

38 Clydebank v Faflak....-.,., 

39 Dundee v St Mirren .... 

40 Motion v Alrtfna — 

41 St Johnstone v East Rfe — 

42 Stirling Whom v F%rtfcJt7Hs8e 


: Sunderland — 1-1 8 10 16 31 51 34 
I "ttkttfcabro . 3 ? 9 9 14 4d 52 33 
1 Notts Forest 3*1 6 13 15 29 52 31 

*u*ajfci&rcuff> scfaes as* pune 

1 Natfcutwfcte Foo t toaB I nngiwi 
; First DfvtftfcM 

7 Baotord City v Birmingham 

. 8 Owton v Portsmouth 

'9 Crystal Palace v Barnsley 


Second DMsloa 

- Brentford v Crewe. 

X7 Burnley v Rotherham 

- Bury * Peterborough 

18 Chesterfield v Mllwafl 

19 QiBingiam if Blackpool 

20 Luton V Shrewsbury 

21 Plymouth v WatsaB 

- Preston vStoefcioft 

22 Wteiham v Watfcml 

23 wjram&e v Bournemouth 

24’forfivBrisMCrtv 

TUrd Dtvlston 

25 Bamav Cardiff 

26 Cambndgis Utd v Brighton 

27 Chester v Scarborough 

28 Darlington v KarOsood ..... 

29 Doncaster'.- Fulham ............... 

30 Hereford tf tortju^r 

31 Hut Cffy v Leyton Onsnt 

32 Lincoln Gty u 5cunthon» 

33 Monfiampron v Eseter 

34 Swansea v Mareftea J 

BelFs Scottish Laa^ne 
Prfflflfe PMsk» 

36 Hants * Dunfermline 

38 KttflumocH \rhWj«r»an„ 

37 WottwnwH v Dundee Utd 


Second Division 

43Sefn«*.v Hamfenn 

44 ClydB v Ayr — 

45 bvmgstm v Dumbarton — 

46 Btenhqusefnur vQoeerTdf South , 

47 Stranraer v Brechin 

TUrd DMilnr 

- Afown Rovers u Artnotnh 

48 Cowdenoeadi vAHoa' 

49 East Soring v fowness CT 

- utonnoGe v Quean’s Parte Zr......:.. 

- County v Fortar— — 

TOMORROW . 

Auto WlKtscraooc SbMd 
Final 

CarMe UBf v Colchester Utd (UH ... 
tat Wembley SUK&umi 

NotlonwldeFootball LeatfM 
Ffntfflrisfoa 

Stoic v Port Vale <2.103 

Second DMsloa 

Bristol Rovers v Not* Ooumy „„ 

Befl’s Scatdfli LooCue 
Premier DMsloa 

CsKte.v Atoidaen (3.01 


□car-calamitous moments 
which left. Mark Wright looking 
as if he could have strangled 
him, James made a staggering 
save. There was nothing more 
certain than that he would 
come for and collect the re- 
sulting comer. Fired up, he 
did precisely that 
He may be James erf the 
giant reach but his. principal 
talent remains shot-stopping; he 
is arguably Britain’s test when- 
acting on instinct. Yet if judge- 
ment is called for - when he has 


time to think - he becomes Pat 
Jennings in reverse. 

Nor, unlike David Seaman or 
Nigel Martyn. is he a phleg- 
matic, safety-first keeper. They 
exude presence much as Gor- 
don Banks and Peter Shilton 
did. When a forward was 
through one-on-one against 
Shilton, they were confronted by 
an aura as much as by an indi- 
vidual. Even at 6ft 5m, James 
does not appear so imposing 

Part of the problem may stem 
from the fact that Liverpool do 


not have the back-up Steve 
Ogrizovic and Mike Hooper 
provided for Ray Clemence 
and Bruce Grobbelaar. The 
untested Tony Warner is James' 
theoretical deputy, while Roy 
Evans has also been able to call 
on a Dane, Jorgen Nielsen, 
since last month. 

In spite of signs that the 
trust between James and his de- 
fenders is damaged, no one is 
advocating that either should 
take over fike David Harvey did 
from Gary Sprake when Leeds 
were pursuing the “double" 25 
years ago or as Les SeaJey, on 
loan from Luton, did from Jim 
Leighton in Manchester Uni- 
ted’s FA Cup final replay line- 
up in 1990. 

Tbday, Alex Ferguson may 
have to field Raimond van der 
Gouw, who came to United 
with a sound pedigree in Dutch 


football to succeed the experi- 
enced Tony Coton as Peter 
Schmeidwl's understudy. Evans 
has no comparable alternatives. 

While Sduneichel is far from 
infallible; as Derby demon- 
strated this month, he combines 
technique and presence, judge- 
ment and: hatred of conceding 
a goal in ineasurcs his Anfield 
counterpart has yet to achieve 1 
on a consistent basis. Crucially, 
he can aisi.fi shrug off a blunder 
in a way James seems unable to 
do. 

Giorgi 
David J 
ordinary 
Anfield's 
tempera 
his statu 
could 


Armani described 


es as “an extra 


become an extra 


r. At 26 he still 
has time. Ljiverpoors needs are 
somewhat imore pressing. 


pressing. 


TEAM SHEET 



Aston ViBa v Tottenham . 

Lost season: 2-1. Last fivo League matches: Aston- 
.VHe U5WWUTbttenham.DLWLL . ..-r 

goalkeeper Bosnich & stffl.inihecokf, after being Sped farwaWng 
rtf the Baseball Ground last week. Stwnton (calft w poised for a re- 
call m place Of Hugtes. -Spurs, who have beenheatf^wi irriuriesaS'&e'-- 





opt to rest Zola and play Mark Hughes.and Viatli up front, .Leicester 
keeper ttffler is absent on international duty and centre- back EMort, cup-" 
fled for the Coca-Cola Cup final replay, is inline for a recall.' 





, : - awff Wed v 

J tnc£MeMK2-L Lost ffro League' 

:'V- field Wednesday: WLDWD; Whfibleddn; 
Strikers Booth (anWe) and Hirst {Achflles} are lrway 
day^nd-cenhi^bteli Walker n% also struggle to 
up. .SB^iwfikoKu suflererr a wrist injiiry in WimNed. 
EunMvreeMnd^ te a ^doubtful starter for the Dorto. 




ranfoue in' attack Ifthe England ptewr fails to rec 
Soachan mustdecfite.Miether to play himself or me. 
tack alongside pubHry Goalkeeper O^iaavic (mumw 


HaimflafroEjfiiMrtbiT! tfflWD 
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sport 


If something deep inside you slackens so that to run your 
heart out no longer seems worth the effort, well, that's it... 
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Bea nfeiey- these days, it seems plaw 
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era can on on for ever'’ is currrauy 
making a bid to be the mostt 
overused of football writers’ stop- 
gaps. Overused and, very arguably 
inaccurate. Although I niight be mi- 
nor league evidence for the endless 
Inchan summer theory - 36 and still 
playing - 1 have strong doubts as to 
whether there are more old men out 
on the park these days than, say 
when England won the World Cup’ 
Thirty years ago there were ap- 
proximately 5,000 registered pr£ 
fessioxuu footballers in the FtiqI^k 
game, twice as many as Lbere are 
now. Sheer volume, therefore, was 
always enough to ensure that a 
lucky handful survived the physical 
perils of the park to reach a ripe old 
playing age. 


Luck, good or bad, is always go-' 
mg to be the biggest factor deter- 
mining a player’s final games tally. 
As Dave Busst’s career-ending in- 
jury last season most s irk<*mngly n*. 
minded us, a split, leg-splitting, 
second, can end everything cm the 

HUM D., .1 I 1 . 


others have had to Bmp permanently 
off the field in early career, victims 
of Sod’s Law? Tony Green, Boas 
Little, Gary Shaw, Jim BegEn, Dan- 
ny Thomas, a few star names in a 
de 


absolute fitness again. Lo sing pace 
and place, shpping down the divi- 
sions, they sooner rather than later 
made their low-profiled bows to 
the inevitable. It's as true now, Tm 
sure, as it has evear been. 

AH the same; from those pest eras 
(and setting aside the one-off case 


weightily, though if less dra- 


pled out of the game at one fell 
stroke, there have been countless tal- 
ented pros who, sustaining a severe 
knock early on in their careers, rou- 
tinely — “run ft off it’ll be all right, . 
son -soldiered on never to regain 


Ronnie Simpson, Shilton) a 
anting 1st of“play ’til they got their 
pensions” names comes oyer even 
more readily to mind: Terry Paine, 

J immy pMmignn, T frmmy ’ fTutrhi- 

son, Btlly Bonds, Jim Langley, Tbm 
Finney, Over-topping ah, of course, 
in longevity, the incredible Stanley 
Matthews. 

Position naturally impacts strong- 
ly on how long you last. Your aver- 
age defender will stay longer than 
your average forward. 


k 


centre-half and enjoyed the bonus 
ofafiro attended years with Fulham 
and Reading. 

Tbday, of course, there are lots of 
artificial aids io playing longevity. 
Footwear is fighter, as is the lace-le^ 
hall; qualified physios are around a 
lot more; travel to away games is less 
wear and tearing; permitted body 


so the game of running your 
heart out in front of four thousand 


deriding fans no longer seems worth 


Garry Nelson 


contact (charging the keeper, tack- 
ling from behind) is far more re- 


and Paine were wingers who didn’t 
chase bade. Wark-rate in ’66 was less 
punishing than a generation on). The 
point is made by the career of per- 
haps the finest post-war leader of 
England’s forward line. After a 
long decade of service to Cbeteea, 
Roy Bentley dropped back to 


strict ed. Above all, the introduction 
of the substitute has afforded many 
a grizzled veteran a sizeable b’’ 


the effort, well, that’s ft. Good night. 
Rapid Vienna. It's worth sta ting - it's 
so obvious it gets overlooked -that 

pteyere who keep cm keeping on take 
enormous pride in wbat they're do- 
ing. They still enjoy it 
Not at all obvious is a political as- 
pect of getting on in the game. Not 
a few 32-or-so year-olds, still with 


extra time: Andy Ritchie, 

», Mick Harford, even, it has 


I many good performances to give, have 
idping found potential career-extending 
Mark moves mysteriously coming to 


Hate 

to be whispered, Garry Nelson. 

At thirty-something, be it noted, 
the individual player’s motivation is 
the starter for everything else. If you 
turn ud for ore-season training and 
i inside you slackens 


moves mysteriously coining to 
naught. The reason? They’ve been 
perceived as threats. Incumbent man- 


agers - the alleged officers of the 
game - have been known to balk at 
the prospect of senior NOOs, armed 
with a full FA coaching licence and 
15 years shin-scarred experience cm 


the park, signing for currently strug- 
gling City or United. Being too can- 
ny a football pro can positively reduce 
the life expectancy ofa player, which 
the records of the Professional Foot- 
ballers' Assodotion show lasts, on av- 
erage, an alarming eight seasons. 

My wet finger in the air guess is 
that with television giving MOs root- 
ball not only wall-to-wall but mag- 
nified exposure, the current crop of 
dose to their sell-hy due old boys 
are simply projected more into ad- 
mass awareness than their prede- 
cessors. 1 don't think there are more 
of them. It just feels that way. 11*11 
you what, lei Peter Schmeichel pick 
a pack of over-35-yeaivoMs from the 
current game and 111 pick one from 
the past to take it on. You know, his 
Brian McClair. my Frank Wor- 
thington. I bet my lot beat his 10 * 0 . 
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hinali turning in Luq^ 
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Boro focus 


on survival 
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iership on a day when the rele- 
gation picture should become 
less muddied. Not only do Mid- 
dlesbrough and Sunderland 
meet but the teams not far 
above them, Coventry and 
Southampton, dash at The DdL 

Arguably both have hit their 
best form of the season, as 
Southampton have taken eight 
points from thehrlast four match- 
es while Coventry have won 
their last two. Both could yet win 
their annual battle against rele- 
gation although defeat today 
for either, coupled with a deci- 
sive result at The Riverside and 
a win for West Ham against Ever- 
too, will plunge thefososinto the 
bottom three* 

“The players have done weD 
recently, ” Graeme Souness, the 
Southampton manager, said, 
“but that's all gone and forgot- 
ten. Wj can’t afford to relax and 
thinkweVe done die hard part . 
of the job. Good players put the 
last match behind them and im- 


After Middlesbrough dragged 
themselves off the field on 
Wednesday night, the Coca- 
. Cola Cup another dream de- 

1 999 service strpyed, the first thing said as 

they reached the sad solitude of 
Hillsborough's dressing-room 
TW was “Forget it”. One disap- 
^ V pointment could not become 
’Vre too important. 

: Relegation to struggle 

. ^9 against, an HA Cup semi-final 
L rcplay, the season did not cease 

k 9 when Boro lost to Leicester in 
^ ’ extra-time, it just made it more 
difficult. So much to play for, 
and such a vision of failure 
grasped on . the threshold of 
achievement. It makes today's 
match against Sunderland, cup. 
matches notwithstanding, pos- 
__ sibly the most Important they 

-J. . . — • — have played in recent times. 

- - Liise at The Rivaside and rel- 

egation will become more than mediately focus on the task 
. a possibility for either side. Add ahead.' 

mamy OPP'-^'' the ingredient of Wear-Tees ri- 
••M.imhi •• • • 30(1 toe tension today wfl) 

JSm H l r.f -r m.ijiTtf? • be so strong as to be touchable, 
iw?- “It s a massive game for us, 

* 4 ^. l Bryan Robson, the Middles- 

' ,.r! k n ^ -w e 

mr tw Hi 'S' 4 ' musl Nfl ourselves for it. 

A i»s The Sunderland manager, 

W T *± Peter Reid, also tapped the 
v***"" mood. “Bryan is a great mate of 
mine," he said, “and I was bop- 
.« t hf iw ing they wxxuld win die final Un- 
. i fortunately it didn't happen 

iifcfll iirm-* an£l jjjgy he U p f or this 

i% *rf |»»^» J,5 ‘ ,l- . came. The plavers and I know 
rll •'■A F 1 * 1 . h ow hard it wail be. 

•• • “We're not playing too bad- 

ly. we’ve just forgotten how to 

i,*icwin. We’ve been ahead of Not- -- ------ , . 

Ulfh tingham Forest and Newcastle pcmtsbehmdBorohamgpta^ 

WJSm 1 3 H v and had to settle for draws. The two gpi^m^andtoee behind 
' ' ' soirit is good, we just have to Sunderland, West Ham and 

\Tu. start winning. ” ■ Southampton. They v^uld love 

It is a sentiment that will be tosay “f%et U” but that hniuy 
repeated throughout the Prem- has long since gone. - 



Newcastle's SttrveHowey gats on his bike during trainbig in Durham yesterday 
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Johnson doubt unsettles Celtic 
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West Ham will again be with- 
out their inspirational leader, 
Julian Dicks, when they meet 
Evert on, who appear to have 
made themselves safe with a 
draw against Liverpool in mid- 
week. Dicks has a knee injury 
that will ensures be misses the 
next two matches and the man- 
ager, Harry Redknapp, mist 
choose between Stan LazaridSs 
and Keith Rowland, both of 
whom have filled the gap m the 
last two games. 

Nottingham Forest take on 
Leeds at the City Ground know- 
ing^ that defeat wflT put them on 
the verge of a second relegation 
in four seasons. They are two 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


the collection of three points wffl 
lopes 


Celtic must beat Aberdeen at 
Parkhead tomorrow to ensure 
Rangers will not end the after- 
noon celebrating a ninth suc- 
cessive championship. 

‘All Celtic can probably hope 
to do is make then Old I%in ri- 
vals, who do not play this week- 
end, waft to equal the record set 

by the Parkhead dub under the 
late Jock Stein. 

Celtic may without Tbmray 
Johnson, their £2-4m acquisition 
fromA^onVnia,whoisone of 
four players doubtful for the 
match. Tbatis grim news for the 
Celts who, disregarding Tues- 
day’s testimonial victoiy over 
Manchester United, have not 
wot in five games. 

If the Premier Division title 
is a waning ambition — for only 


ipoincswnl 
keep Celtic’s slight hopes of 
overhauling Rangers alive - 
then Wednesday's Tennents 


fers a diversion. It is a tempta- 
tion, however, they will have to 
resist, insists Celtic’s assistant 
manager, Billy Stark. - 
“We’ve four league games 
left and a Cup semi-final replay 
and we want to end on a winning 
run,” Stark said. “Players can’t 
pick and choose games to play 
well and nor can you do that over 
90 minutes in a game. It’s not like 

nfigjbt^be human nature to be 

thinking about the Qipreptay hut 

that woo*t be tolerated here.” 
Johnson marked his debut 
with a goal a gains t Falkirk last 
Saturday but is suffering from a 
slight hamstring strain. Injuries 


may afeo rule out BariooAononi, 
JoTgeCadeteandChris Hay. Pe- 
ter Grant is suspended but Alan 
Stubbs is fit after the head mjiny 
sustained last week. Paul McStay 
has trained after his groin injury 
but win be a late decision. 

With the title still to be 
derided - just - the relegation 
issue looms largest today. Kil- 
marnock and Hib ernian meet at 


Rugby Park in a match vital to 
both d 


dubs, with each being 
three points ahead of second- 
bottom Motherwell. 

Kilmarnock, Scottish Cup 
semi-finalists and unbeaten in 
six games, will again be without 
then- Scotland Under-21 in- 
ternational winger, Alex Burke, 
while their opponents have 


QucCbarnley suspended. Fel- 
low midfielder Pat McGinlay is 


doubtful with an ankle injury, 
but centra] defender John 


Hugh® could return line-up af- 
ter a long-term back problem. 

Motherwell play Dundee 
United at Fir Park knowing that 
nothing other than victory wifi 
do if Airdrie, who look certain 
to be First Division runners-up, 
are to be avoided in the play- 
off. United wifi secure a Uefa 
Cup place if they win. 

In the Flisi Division, St John- 
stone can confirm both the 
championship and automatic 
promotion by beating relegat- 
ed East Fife at McDiarmid 
Park, while Ayr United wifi 
step up from the Second if 
they take at least a point against 
Clyde at Broadwood. 

At Dingwall in the Third, 
Ross County meet Forfar as 
they attempt to join Inverness 
Caledonian Thistle in climbing 
a division. 

Hearts float, p:-ge 25 
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I know you're tempted not to 
read this in case it’s another 
whining Bri^itcni. fen, but . I 
promise not to rant on and on 
about Bill Archer or ground- 
shares at Gillingham. 1 know 

compassion fatigue has set in. 

Nett weekend Brighton and 
Hove Albion bid farewell to the 
Goldstone Ground after nearly 
' ’lOOyears. Time to put aside the 
. : ^ mess ofthe present and get rms- 
tatpc about the past. 

. - tearing a ground is a strange 
^ time. Tty explaining the emotion 
-^■'■'you feel to a non-fooibau per- 
son and you come across as, well, 

' ’ . prielly stupid. The Goldstobeis 
• • ■ • crumbling, btit we’ll still miss its 
trnirks and treasure its meroo- 

‘ jjevTbe way the east terrace. 

shr mb: from, over It® steps .to 


jura one asft nms^fe^^of- 
the pitch- Tire west StandffiaL 


. up thfe other ride; ... 

People are swapph^Mir 
favourite stories. 
ramySatnrday we-pitfi^ 
Charitonm the first haffr 

The r “ 

iathe 80 s, 1 teid.theruu 
bley in 1983? Or Vctox 
England Under-21 gat. 

- hat-trick against Nbriwty 
hom6tirrf? . ; , 

Anffiri ate ratetittyii$H2pg 
the 199Jplay^_ 

ininutewinner agains* foswKfe 
arid then putting 
waDm^l glcxiOus mmutes to 
on tb'Wrinblqr:- 
Someone asked mp^i:re- 



bFebrnasy l997, :B^. yiHied. 
lfhe ii»fe-eastcor- , Sfoppoiiers from blubs all over 
Lhg-^taady: feSIhe Goldstone 

; blue' aSLWhfte and V^d saw Bi^ocrawin 5-0: a day 







ragri;- a^for the pp^r and 


iihti 


^tronb: 


iJ^rtwteh the -cash- 
foWifr <&4sdon^. The 

i.scariws.arki flags from over 50 

- cjubs held aloft together was 
ui^ugctlsMc. Itahranedup the- 
.... fc®ng of family, that a dub and 


- Like many, others, fNiegjrown 
to careabout Brighton more foan 
. ever these past two years: The. 
way the supporters have pufied 
together has, been stagipiti® 
and, when I stand in my . usual teF- 
race ^pot for the final time, ft wfi 
be hard norto shed a tear r . - . 

■ Next season ! could be ente of 
hundreds, not thousands: Next 
season' it could.be Stalybridge 
Critic and.Rushden & Dia- 
irionds. Next season' “borne” 
could be more than 100 mites 
from the Goldstone, but IT I. 
stiflga 

-It’s fitting that to oUrlstse^r 
there, foe Gd&torie Is the- 
fortress it Tused to be. Since-; 
Steve Grill became manager 
we’re mfoeaten.ai htane, withlO 
-wins and two draws- . •. ~ . :~;± 


After the pitch invasion last 
ApriL whfch, at the time, we 
feared was our last Goldstone 
gan», fans prised pieces of turf 
and parried them home. I put 
mine mmy parents’ front garden, 
but it withered and died. 

A metaphor for the ebb? It 
sd nearly nas been; but now I 
Hfori-t think so. The playws care, 
;the fans care and, if we’ve 
prtived anything during this 
year of strife, it is that our foot- 
ball club won t wither and die. 

; Nto&WnJ^rBtafceatixweJ 
and cany off a decent we<^ of 
^GridsKme grass. TOs time nlte- 

tdaot it- wifh care and look after 
n-properiy, so that it grows and 
prospers- Now,. Mr Archer, 

- wouldn’t that be a fitting meta- 
phor for the Albion’s future? 


;i)£ 


Pamevik Ryder Cup warning 

irif Cun team is by way of one of 


SPORTING DIGEST 


y*ov 


Cup team is by way of wie 
the two wild cards. And*, of 

ae toed, Parncyik 

•vfllnoibe eligible for an ^auto- h«L ^ J 994 and is 

jatfcptew in Europes Ryder “P®! ^ j^h on the US 

Cup team in September after presen^ iouw 

to rgoin the Emopm, second 

[5 .1 IfeB Schofield, (he European «ond tte 

^v^Wsiaccutive direWM.jsaid got u to 

ETC that Pamevik sdeci- T best 01 tne 



making the European ; 
w the Cup in Wdenama. 
Schofield added that the 


fcredto Sayers only chance 
with the Ryder Cup cap- 

n.ll*M*fnc UfhlT 


■^tedwibi c— * v *’— — *■—£ 

-aiff^Seve Ballesteros, who 
xiiddiBue twpwfldkard places 
a iheteam. - ^ 

I ; Sneaking at the Cannes 
Opra^diofield sakh “The re- 
tiny new is that the only way 
. . fcspeir will get into - the Ryder 


i ! 

m 


cd four birth® twos, wmio uj* 
leader,Santiago Uma, of Spem. 
produced a fine. 66 for a total 

EalcswasdeHgb^^^"? 5 
not only his best round oa the 

European "Ibur this year but the 

first time he had had f our twos 
cm hfecaTO in sik± an important 

evenL 


AnstraHan rates 

WUWw^Bi«iogl3UlCTlftM«teMne 
13.0 J87X '. ■ 


B s u al wiM 

ilMflCW Toronto 

Qe B 0»gntt ft; Hi»W«0Ci 4 touftflfc n 3 flO 
jiMW MhiMdmS ww'YtrtiTiJi^^aeiefcrd 
S Boflon 3: Ttos 5 Hn»s CMy 1; BrtDmare 1 
CUniiHItt&xd. 

NATIONAL LEASUEr Rondo 2 St Und* 1: 
tengiSCSnetinrta. 


Baskatbafl . . 

MBA: 9oc«l> SUB Oanwir 104 UBh Wf&U- 
an SMB SB: ftattmd USVmcuer 7a LA uk- 
araiCS Sacnmenfiu SB. 


FooUmB 

WMIHERH IRELAND SQUAD (WoiM Cup 
q o Mtt (AfM^YBWJOWIWgl 
(Manchwtor C«y5. 

Mbmm (lilon). H ONcaMri. 
ten). te-M {U*agaq.t>*in (B ackpgoO. 
Hwlock (Mancncstar CM. NotetShiffleM 
Wachudw). IfcCMtbr fPort Vale). JttUdns 
(ChaaSTwa rt t h CBn (Sa*a>. kUtahon 
(Smto), M ntf toc (Souttwnmxd. Usnaw 
(QumTs fteteianj, ffiobon), Dow« 

(Wob Ham). Hufw IW« HUP). BHIBn 
Muhyna (Msnqhaaer UW). 


IHURSMT-S UOE RE8UU& Ufa .Late»l*n»- 
Briar DMrioK Daeatem & RedMte 1 
HHOtti LSecsnl DhWwCoSarRMSltoav 
WSCMMSlPMVOiMartieeSr 
5. Waatanteri teat 


138 T 8>3fT! (Don) ? 16 S: S Scot* (HZ) 07 
72. 140 S Bottomlay TO 70: P McQrtenf 72 
E8;NSf^ 71 99/1*1 FValani Bp) 7269: 
OS^560:ACi*art7i7O:Ritew(N«fl 
68 7* N fts#i (SW) 73 68. M2 M Girin- 

E^^.SSS'TSUVi? 

ten 70 7S A ShBrtJomB 69 74; M Jonm &*a 
72 7.1; DCcopBf 73 70: P MdEhefl 73 70. 144 
DVtwrnnaiktSMB) 71 TiPSotend £Sw) 
72 72: B Lane 75 69; P Cumfz 72; Mlfin- 
iw ISm 4 72 72; D teiefi 72 72; PtUaBw) 
74 7ft R MW 74 7ft R Basel 72 72: M- 
i tSp) 71 ' 


N Sown 3233. WNHanw 343211 _ 

54 32. 88 S BwnnMMr 33 Me L Wms« 33 3&i 
T Bema 33 35: A Soanom 34 34; M Hnu 
3S 33; L HaAte 32 36; U M in tepn 34 35: 
P Sneaftm 33 36: M McGm 34 Xe c Jctvscn 


Fortea 34 3R C RB Cumar 34 35; H Dm 34 
acii 


3S: B BMDn3433; cil nxti3S34; HAteMon 
343S;*TPaucaoe3435. teneteamtaur 


A Martin I 


. 73. 1*5 M Daws 72 73; A 


MaMeft <Sm 1 75 70; M Moutartd 73^g H 


Bowls 

Manors HMD WJOOR 


ct anted teat Imam FUmau 2 

MlnmauabMriTaBaMHKta- 
vMok Astqpn Usd 4 dm 2. Unfat Sum 
RtBt n»WBK OBkanari l Saftbaan 0; 


Sbm&unOVHcfca Poi«m1m«m 
DNWm: Bofinn 0 limaol 3 flnt J 




7-4. 


CMs Eubank, the fixmenuofW mpar- 
mxMieweifiht champton. wraperiaff 


pM2RntetMnO;QraM/2Mwid 
atMteocuff wfliHMt stom 3^ 

RA VMS Cap Saari4MMoeDddB^H 

!MnB»f«2CiyjaPaW»2(w:3-fl-SpM- 

W» Uq vOiM) 1 (WettaB 32) Racing 
SanfarS ta Mdna w te I7.z»tmr3a Mat- 
no 49. Com* 86. 8% fe^olOAtWcoMaddd 
■a PWti UteMcdi flBMan* B9) 
Cawat 2 (Dwy 43,- Ousyct B7). Dwell Cup 
Fanil ffnaft Haeanwi S Hatnond Sport Ol 


a -a 


CM 70 75; K Toman (JapM) 70 69 
Otfoiri 79 67: FTemauri P) 73 73; 1 Haag- 
BTvxi (Sim) S3 63: J Spanca 74 72j MOa 
BM P) 74 72: A CM) (Ar£) 71 7RK 
Eriteson (9we) 75 71; R JacqueOn (Ftt ® 77; 
j van de VOria CFO 74 72. 347 D Edund (tee) 
77 70j T Lwat (Fi) 74 73: R Goosen BA) 74 
73; I GentdD<Sfl 75 72; WBannatT 78 68. 
Rat U Fbny (Fi). "danotei nmotaw 

SIC (moa Haad Maud. S 
Canritaa) UwlPtflr»^ w 4 a co r aa CU C u n 


Hockey 

WOMEMTS FOUR NATIONS (CanM): VMea 
II Sovalaa 0; Ireland 11 Poland 0. 
WOMEN'S MTER LEAGUE PLAY-OFFS (MB- 
ton Kaynaa) Rial Day: Cotaal 3 Tufee Ha 2; 
Poymon o AkMdga o. 


lee hockey 

NHLStMkv Cm Pta^oBefteJaisey 5 Mon- 
treal 2 (Fte Jenaytoatf teaMfeomuta 
l-0h Buffalo 3 Odawa 1 {Buffalo tend 1-0J; 
Phtedetohtt 5 PStWaani IffHMefcMa j«f 
1-W: FWda 3 New WfK 0 (FtarSdt Wl-QI. 


StbWsS n*ed exploded and' 

woman. Eubank was wowed to do 290 
hours commurtty sennee. 


337 P Eaias 72 8S. 238 P Bmaifius 88 70. 


. BSN Price CSm); AST Lehman, 

R FWir, B ton; 67 LOtmMIS, H Sunwi: 68 
J Mawmea, J ^laowrt, P teteicn^Ftoft, 
T WMcoo. 0 Browne, C Swte; 89 GteesOT, 
8 S&ICftar, J Wlsen, J D Hate; 70 6 AftMy 
{Aue), J Smdebf. B FabaL S htoeft. D Poday. 
D A WsBsmg. O uwa. N Henke, w LrL Se- 
leeaaftTlCMonqRmafta CO®, FAflam (SA), 
V SMI (W). raJPMW* (tea!; ra F No- 
tate m. a mmtM*}: 7 * ws*mV(*wd, 

n fawoiesn. e bi (saj, d -r« csab-3* g 

wamHNZh79Siyta(GB). 


nowcyvMig 


JAPANESE 50OCC BRAND RRK (Smdkal 
Pncriea teaa: 1 m Doohen (Am) Honda amn 
1290B«ec; 2 N Ft^nem Uapen) Yamaha 
234,748: 3TAoU lima) Honda 204.788: 4 
A Banoa CM teida 2dL&m B R tacori (R) 
Honda 245452. 


SUSANS KOMreiPBABnHWAnpNALgJ- 


mg! 


: par 3838-72) I 


I (U* i 


Meter racing 

loto, the Fmmute One teem who had 
tc withdraw from test monflh’s Brazilian 
Grand Prix because cf tbair financial 
position, have urns 28 April to find a 
buyer end avoid fiqtridadon. 







Briers signs 
for Warrington 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADHELD 


Warrington yesterday rushed 
through the signing of the 
teenage scrum-half, Lee Briers, 
in time for him to play against 
his old dub, St Helens, tomor- 
row. 

Gub officials had to negoti- 
ate the traffic chaos in Leeds in 
order to register Briers at the 
Rugby League. He is seen as the 
answer to Warrington’s prob- 
lems in the position that began 
with the sacking of Willie 
Swann early this season and 
continued when the 16-year-old 
John Duffy broke his leg. 

“I was a bit surprised when 
Saints agreed to let him go," 
said the. Warrington chief ex- 
ecutive, John Smith, of the 18- 
y ear-old Briers. “He showed a 
lot of potential in the games he 
played for them. Now we hope 
be will realise that potential 
with us. We have had a lot of 
injuries and off-loaded quite a 
few players, so we had one or 
two gaps and he wifi fill one of 
them." 

Warrington have agreed to 
pay £65,000 for Briers, who 
performed admirably as a 
stand-in scrum-half and goal- 
kicker for Saints during Bobbie 
Goul ding’s six-match suspen- 
sion at the start of the season. 

“The decision to part with 
him was made with extreme 


reluctance, hut we couldn’t 
guarantee him first-team fool- 
ball," the Saints chief executive. 
David Howes, said. 

First-team football is dearly 
what Briers wants. “I've had a 
taste of Super League rugby and 
I like it," he said. "Warrington 
are a progressist dub and I have 
been impressed by them." 

His new coach, Darryl Van do 
Velde, must decide whether to 
start with him after only a am- 
ple of hours' training with his 
new team-mates, or to leave 
Kelly Shelford in the starting 
line-up and introduce Briers 
from the bench. Saints are wait- 
ing for a fitness check on Paul 
Newlove before finalising their 
side. 

The London Broncos* for- 
ward, Russell Bawden. has won 
his appeal against a three- 
match ban for a spear tackle. 
Bawden was placed on report 
for a tackle on Halifax’s 
Michael Jackson last Sunday, 
but an appeal panel overturned 
the original suspension, saying 
that he was being given “the 
benefit of the doubr. 

The Leeds prop, Barrie 
McDermott, is in line for a re- 
call to their side to face Shef- 
field Eagles tomorrow night. 
McDermott has served a three- 
game ban for a high tackle in 
the semi-final defeat by Brad- 
ford and came safety through 
an Alliance match against 
Featherstone this week. 


Krajicek’s serve 
proves a winner 


Tennis 


third round and then Martin 


Damm, of the Czech Republic, 
:r-final. 


Richard Krajicek conceded only 
nine points on his own serve in 
his 6-4, 6-3 win against David 
Prinosif in the quarter-finals of 
the Japan Open ou Thursday. 

The top seed, who served 
nine aces, said: “Any time I 
needed a big serve, 1 got it." 

In the semi-final, Krajicek 
faces Patrick Rafter, the No 6 
seed, who beat his fellow Aus- 
tralian, Todd Woodbridge, 6-4, 
7-6. 

Krajicek broke Prinosil in the 
first game of each set. On his 
own serve, be lost the first 
point and did not lose another 
until the first set's last game. 

“If I keep playing like this, 1 
think I have a very good chance 
of winning here,” said Kra- 
jicek, the 1996 Wimbledon 
champion who is now ranked 
sixth m the world. 

Prinosil said: "Today was 
very difficult, very windy. It’s 
hard io play Richard if he 
breaks you in the first game." 

Sweden's Thomas Johans- 
son, who now has a 16-1 match 
record and two tournament ti- 
tles since 10 March, beat Mark 
Wbodforde, also of Australia, 
6-3, 64. His semi-final opponeai 
wifi be Lionel Roux, of France, 
who beat Boris Becker in the 


6-3, 6-1 in the quarter- 
The wind worsened for the 
Rafter-Woodbridge match 
when Rafter came back from 
40-0 to break in the second set s 
first game and look a 2-0 lead. 
After a time out to fa one of the 
singles poles and chase down 


the ballboys* kneeling mats, 
blown away by the wind, he lost 


nine straight points and was 
even at 2-2. He broke again in 
the fifth game but was broken 
back m the 10th. In the tiebreak. 
he won four straight points 
from 3-3 on errors by Wood- 
bridge. 

The frustrations continued 
for Woodbridge and Wood- 
forde, the world's top-ranked 
doubles pair when they lost 


their quaxler-final 6-3. 6-7, 7-6 
to Rafter and Justin Gimelslob. 


America’s Amy Frazier ad- 
vanced to her fourth straight 
Japan Open women’s final by 
overpowering Australia's An- 
nabel EUwood 6-2. 6-3. On Sun- 
day Frazier w£U meet the winner 
of today’s semi-final between 
Kimberly Po. of the United 
States, and Japan’s Ai Sugiyama. 

Frazier, the winner of the 
tournament in 1995, is a close 
friend of Po, her doubles part- 
ner and frequent practice part- 


ner. 


Rugby Union 

Francos Pienaar, South Africa’s World 
(Xiptennoigc^xain.yestenlayicokcn 
extra authority at Saracens, who con- 
firmed him as their player-coach In 
charge ot the first team. 

ACT Bumbles returned to the top of the 
Super 13 standing yesterday with a 
hart fought 35-9 win over the Otago 
tin Invercargill. 


Table tennis 


COMMONWEALTH CHAMPIONSHIPS (GlnV 


HmTi loam float: England M India 4-1 
HADuHa 


J name* fintj: A Onto M A DuHa 21-19 21-8; 
U sired M C Brnoor 2MB 21-16; A Peny n A 
Booth 21-24 21-10; Coake arc Pony lew to 
Baboor ard Baseh 21-23 15-21; CoctonBaDKy 
21-13 21-151. RnM steodtnCK l Enrtam: 2 in- 
de; 3 Canada; 4 AuOnd« 6 New briand; 8 
Uabte:7Nmiwkoian(i;8Siiteim9V^ 
10 Seotancb 11 Bamaoos 12 Mouimu 13 
cypna; 14 Soum Atnca. Woowfa team flnaC 


Speedway 


THURSDAY'S UOE HESUUS: Ptandar iMte 
Ctee saeftem GO Bww* 30. EMa Laa£»- Ip- 
Mwch57 WpAertampiai 33. 


i tt eteMrf 44 iteg names USL- 

Tan K* Hon: ’ 

HangWUemasai-ia: ... ... 

to N Deawn 18-21 12-21 JWfl am Ion at Ln 


Paoy Fern Tan tn a hoh 33-21 21-13; Jew l 
- (MLUm.ZL-18 23-21: UPmgwftwi 


Swimming 


womn SHORT-COURSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
t te aart MX Sm, Tbmfc Men; loom Bra— I- 
If ®*l 5&».^ 2^ S Intlw 

SL«.0gj3 31 ncoe IQen 130.18; 4 R 

r-nirrrr TrnmiMiimniiiiniiair , 


mas and Hcvr 14.33 2i-u 21 - 12 ; Tan toe to 
lumas 15-21 26-24 8-21: J«« W Deamn 21- 

1021 rl 0 l. FUIttteAi 0 Rx£«pofK 2 £nt 

Nm; 3 Ausnata; 4 Ma&yeoc s CanedK 6 hd* 
7 W3ek StWitwm keiand; B Smomt 10 Saan 
ASM; 11 Uw aa&nct 12 Bartudot 


2»e^n^Cnj4JiK: 3ac tear iCert. R 


_ . )4^53.«dMnmadteniWs 
3^«JwrH 

3^2.56: 3 GB 3-32.81. Women: EOn 
RaarttelSWhir(Can24.T0sec2Jimmp. 
ion (US3 24.78: 3 Le iogfl iCrmai 2403; 6 3 
Ralph (Gffl2S. 41. lOOnir—etytoilJThonp- 
son (US) S)^e: a & voter IM 83J50; 3 le 
jawn icnaag S3.72: 6 S Rsvn (Grt M .43. B 
®»Ht 7 c Human flia56ja 400m taMF 
«l BHdte 1 E JWfiion (Aon 4-J35 l 2& 2 S teO- 
it (Gai) 406.03: 3 J MNar (Cm) 437.46. 


Raimis 

Spain's Alban Costa win move into the 
world top 10 ranhmgj for the first tune 
next week after ya«ertay reaching the 
semi-ftals ofthe Barcelona Open with 
a comprehensive 64, 6-2, wtn over 
Oednc FWlne, of Runes. 


MvaiSpjUA 

JAPAN OPEN 
:R 


bt c PkMw IF*) 6-4 6-2; C 
' <Uto}fr4S2 

Mane ctete ftwttt 

M D PircsJ IGWl 5-4 


GCB759JH, 


■tate mar 1 on 75193 ftoa 

2 Sweden 756.04;: 


B^ P ftate iaosJ W T Woasmee Uus) SA 
7-^T Jamnam<StelnMVItodE'rie(Au^ 3- 


; 3 Auorato 756.12: 


3 64; l (tout (MMM Damm iC* Rep) B-3 S 
X. Htomtfa aMteft MmMlnat: A Ran* lUSi 
M A EHmod Muv 6-2 8-3. 
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Evans v Ferguson 

The tactical battle for 
supremacy, page 30 



sport 


The right frame of mind 

Peter Ebdon’s challenge for snooker’s 


world championship, page 28 


Early decider in Premiership race 


FootbaH 

GUY HODGSON 

The dale has stuck cart in the 
congested Premiership fixture list 
for months. Liverpool versus 
Manchester United. The re- 
quirements of satellite television 
have even intervened to ensure 
it will take place with high noon 
at its fulcrum. 

Win and United will be confi- 
dent of gaining their fourth 
championship in five seasons. 
Lose and they will still be best 
placed, although Liverpool and 
Arsenal will have renewed 
hope. The title is never taken or 
squandered in one match, it will 
just seem like it today. 


In Monday’s 
20-page 
sports 
section 


“It's a massive game for both 
of us," Ferguson, United's man- 
ager, said, while Roy Evans, his 
Liverpool counterpart, added: 
“If we don't win ini be a kick 

in the teeth.” He went on to say 

his side could be defeated and 
still win the championship, al- 
though few would concur. 

Reliable Liverpool are not. 
Brilliant frequently, predictable 
hardly ever. They might have 
woo the title the last two seasons 
and yet appear likely to finish 
empty handed. Even the 
C3ianq»ons’ League place for the 
runners-up position has been 
jeopardised by their failings and 
Arsenal’s dogged persistence. 

Wednesday was a perfect 
illustration. They should have 


beaten Evertou but drew 1-1 and 
had Robbie Fowler seat off 
Ferguson left Goodisoo early 
with a broad smile that no doubt 
grew when his car radio re- 
vealed that Liverpool had lost, 
after today, their most important 
player for the rest of the season. 

Dependability was the theme 
of the United manager’s pre- 
match thoughts yesterday, a 
quality, he said, had been 
forged by familiarity with these 
high-altitude affairs. Trips to 
Juventus and Porto come to 
mind this season, a failure and 
a success, although he would 
aqjue just the experience of 
being in these places is a plus. 

“Some dubs find themselves 
in a situation like this,” he said. 


“and if s all new to them, but if s 
nothing fresh for Manchester 
United. The players have proved 
themselves many rimes in situ- 
ations like the one thev’U face at 
Airfield. I trust my players, it's 
a case of letting them get on with 
it They’ve got responsibilities 
and tbeyH cany them out. 

“They’ve got ability and they 
can handle hostile atmospheres. 
EUand Road is just the same as 
Anfield in that respect and we 
did well there earlier this sea- 
son, winning 4-0 ” 

Last time these two teams 
met at Anfield, in December 
1995, Liverpool won 2-0 and 
should have scored far more. 
That day United's centra] mid- 
field consisted of Brian McOair 


and Lee Sharpe, a soft centre 
that had been replaced by Roy 
Keane and Nidty Butt in the E\ 


Cap final 

United's 1-0 win at Wembley 
was crowned by Eric Cantona's 
goal but carved out by the 
strength and r unning of Butt 
and Keane who overwhelmed 
John Barnes and Jamie Red- 
knapp, forcing them to attempt 
their passes from too deep. If 
Andy Cole had a shred of con- 
fidence then the match would 
have been over as a contest in 
the first 20 minutes. 

“Butt has come back from in- 
jury and has been fantastic,” 
Ferguson said of the England 
midfielder. “When others are 
tiring he's flying all over the 


place." As for Keane, he added: 
“He can handle 60 games asea- 
son no bother. It’s like signing 
a fresh player every year. 

IfUwrpool can confine Butt 
and Keane without exhausting 
themselves, then they have 
ample ability to prevail today. 
Their problem is that they tend 
to tire m Tnar^hRS, their second- 
half performances rarely match- 
ing their first. It is why teams 
like Newcastle have come back 
at them and why Coventry stole 
three points in their last game 
at Anfield. 

In Liverpool’s favour they 
have a full squad to choose 

from which means Evans’ dilem- 
ma - apart from David James’ 
dreadful lade of confidence -wffl 


bewhethertbplay Rob Jones at 
xight wtng-badcfor his defensive 
assuredness or Jason. McAteex. 
for his runs, and crosses. Given 
the need to win today, McAteer 
will probably be chosen. 

• As for United, they will se- 
lect their team once fitness 
■ tests have been undertaken ou 
Peter Schmeicbel, Denis Izwin, 
David May and Ryan Giggs. 
“The team were superb against 
-Blackburn," Ferguson said. 

“Anyone fit on top of that will 

be bonus." • 

So will any lead after today’s 
match. A United wm and the 
strain of four games in nine days 
at the season's dknax, which the 
Football Association confirmed 
yesterday, will diminish. 


W/i J 

“Given foe choice I'd much 
rather sign up Scottish 
players, but tell me where 
they are. If I stick to just . 
home-grown talent, for the 
good of Scottish football, we 
probably wouldn't even Win 
domestic honours, 
let alone get anywhere 
in Europe ’ 

As Rangers stand on the 
brink of a ninth consecutive 
Scottish title, their manager 
Walter Smith tells lan 
Stafford why he will continue 
to invest in foreign talent 

Plus 

Glenn Moore on today's 
Premiership match of the 
season at Anfield 

That Was The Weekend 
That Was, our alternative 
guide to the weekend 
football programme 

Chris Hewett on rugby union 
Derek Pringle on cricket 
Sports Book of the Week 
Sports betting 
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Jason Gaffian (left) and Mark Butcher pile up the runs for England A yesterday as the Resfs Alex Ttidor shows signs of suffering 


Photograph: David Ashdown 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 



I Good luck charm on old 1 Like many a youth girl has 

lady's bed (6) shut up? (8) 

4 GP has little hesitation ap- 2 OMmeen'spIace,nogood 
preaching hospital depart- far affair? (7) 
meat for record (8) 3 Band, in gold, on coffer 

10 New familv member given artist depicted (9) 

CD - it helps with develop- 5 Description of habit when 
meat (9) reasonably well controlled? 

II fan is of recent manufacture (7.7) 

(5) 6 Anxious to have selected 

12 Bent cop able to identify fate group of candidates putting 

drugnT ”P(5) 

13 Went round gallery, taken in 7 Typical of the reaction you 

by fisherman (7) get in spring? (7) 

14 Almost time for retirement? 8 Smart attempt to pocket 

(5) object (6) 

15 Coming! to Sydney nest time, 9 Sbortctf to recovery? (5,9) 

sport? (8) 16 Device far holding, a chop- 

18 Filin location not open to the , per making little impact? 
public (2,6) (9) 

20 KeligkHis leader in Rhode Is- 17 Lieutenant cherishing un- 


Butcher emerges from 
unusual day with credit 


Friday's solution 


U 3 IIHEIULJILJUULJI 3 LI 
HdOlfliaiilUlCl 
□□□BQ 3 QQ LHJUULdGIU 
dqquuhulj 
ansesa tauaHLa uuuu 
□ auuuuuu 
uq autaci u tsHuawnH 

Id Cl u it 

MtBGJHCJCgU ULUUUOliJU 
IttlUtlUQtlll 
£313 no QU1QCII1 QUiaii] 
BtltJCJUCJUlll 

fflQaaiacauj immiaiiiaiii 
B □ □ a q □ m h 
UHaunKJBUQllHB 


Last Saturday's solution 


IIIEJLJLJISUW KUUBUULli 

M h e u n 0 n a 1 
lUHraBBQBBDCIL'lCimiim. 

□ nQBinBsn 
HHE 0 □□□BED □□□□! 
QHDBBlQQHl 
aHEQClDIQ EIQHG 1 H 0 E 

□ n a □ | 

HnnorauH raaiiBunn 
u cj h m tt Q B H 
HC3D1GJ EJUL1UB QHBU 

□ tOOBCIHEU 
faHQQH 0 i 30 QDO 0 QEIE]| 

0 13 □ M II H □ in 

0 BB 0 H 0 H BGlHinraEBi 


makin g little impact? 


landentemining a couple of justified belief in safety de- 

bisbops(5) vice (8) 

23 Cosmetic Mum’s used tocov- 19 New stance perhaps just be- 
er a blemish (7) ing developed (7; 

25 Square measure incorrectly 21 Offensively obtrusive arti- 

giyen by teacher (7) de in newspaper (7) 

26 Ckrer commercial finished in 22 Damage produced by one 

record time (5) appearance in which poEti- 

27 One given dean-out after aan’s involved (6) 

surgery to guard a gainst dis- 24 Conservative floored by 
ease (9) opponent’s trick (5) 

28 Ti> begin with, those masting 
onc^ninsinbtcnnistbc guf 

et(8) 

29 Ensemble's former violinist at 
last recruited by group (6) 

The first five comet solntiwH to this ndA node opened next Thnts- 
UV reccirc Iwnfindtod copk> of the nnr Oxfin Dktioaai^ of QooiatioQS. 
Answers and winners’ unea MD be pobfisbed next Saturday Send solu- 
tions to S«nrf«y Crossword. K O. Box 4018, TV- Independent, 1 Canada 
Square. Caaanr Wbart London E14 SSL. Please we the box number sad 
postcode endgveyoar wm postcode. Lost weelCs winners RGowld.Win- 
scoabe C Ckdin, Wriq M GsvneBnq Sfaipkj; G'SnriKq Focmbn C Einno; 
1b*brid*eWrtl s. 
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1 Okttam- Bad Issues available bom Hiflonc Newspapers. 01988840370. 

• VntoWApSW! Kqfuul n a n— riA Sib Fna OSu 


Crictet 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Edgbaston 
England A 272-2 v The Rest 


Tins was more a two-blanket oc- 
casion than a curtain-raiser as 
April revealed its schizophrenic 
nature to all those who had left 
that extra sweater at home. 
The pitch was scarcely less two- 
faced either and Mark Ram- 
prakash, having won the toss 
and inserted England A on 
what looked to be a greentop, 
watched aghast as his bowlers 
conceded 237 runs before tak- 
ing their first wicket. 

In truth, it was not really 
bowting weather and this was Dot 
the tenor track England crum- 
bled upon against the West In- 
dies two years ago. But then the 
Rest’s bowlers, for all their po- 
tential are not Ambrose and co, 
a fact that Mark Butcher and Ja- 
son GaDianboA appeared to no- 
tice as a brace of hundreds were 
rattled up by mid-afternoon. 

Quite what the selectorial trio 
present were meant to mafcf? of 
this is uncertain, as testing de- 
liveries, nearly all of them 
bowled by the gangling Alts *fii- 
dor, could be counted on one 
mitteoed hand. When bad light 
eventually ended play an hour 
and a half early, it was the field- 
ing side who looked the more 
relieved. 

Apart from Chris Silver- 
wood, whose line and length did 


Central London to the centre 
of Paris or Brussels. 


How many times have you arrived at the airport to find your journey isn't over? 
You re miles from the centre of town and you have to wait ages for a taxi 

When you travel by Eurostar, you arrive in the heart of Paris or Brussels which, 
sfter all, is exactly where you want to get to. 


not manage to betray a winter 
spent cm tour with England, the 
Rest’s attack contained three 
bowiers - Hidor, Dean Cosker 
and Ben Hollioake - with 13 
first-class appearances between 
them. Mind you, Simon Brown 
tetrayed his superior experience 
by bowling dross, the lack of 
swing upsetting his normally ag- 
gressive line. 

Of the centurions. Butcher 
looked the more assured and 
probably has more to play for 
than Gallian, who has already 
had an unconvincing stim at (he 
top,' although a broken finger 
limited bis appearances on this 
winter’s England A tour of 
Australia. His opening part- 
ner, Butcher, ended that trip as 
leading scorer, scoring fifties in 
seven of his II innings. 

Haring begun life as a bowl- 
ing all-rounder, Butcher, now 
24, began to move up the order 
after injuring his pelvis two 
seasons ago. These days he is 
happy to accumulate runs 
rather than maidens, and with 
Nick Knight returning from 
New Zealand with both a 
smashed finger and a question 
mark over his suitability as an 
opener, an early run glut from 
the Surrey man may well catch 
the selectorial eye. 

Unlike Knight, whose sense 
of urgency exposes his frailty 
outside off-stump. Butcher 
looks unhurried, preferring to 
£et off-side of the ball and tuck 
rt away to leg. Defensively he 
looks sound, and apart from a 


few fresh air drives against his 
county colleague Tudor, his 
front foot shots were as crisp 
and crunchy as newly shredded 
coleslaw. 

His back foot shots, too, were 
scarcely less than certain and he 
took the junior Hollioake, Ben, 
down a peg by hoisting him high 
over mid-wicket into the vast 
empty quarter of yellow seats. 
With only 200 spectators brav- 
ing the Birmingham murk, it 
hardly felt like a match billed as 
the modem eqivaleor to the old 
Test trials of the Sixties. 

SQverwood fed Gallian’s cut 
shot for most of the morning, 
but his persistence paid fortu- 
nate dividends when the Lan- 
cashire player cut another 
straight to Hollioake in the 
gully. 

But if that success was scarce- 
ly deserved, the wicket of 
Michael Vaughan, whose off- 
stump was knocked back by lb- 
dor, was just reward for a game 
effort. Tudor, another of the Sur- 
rey stable to have suffered recent 
injury, was one of the stars of the 
England Under-l9s’ tour of i 
Pakistan. With Bren don Julian 
unavailable at the Oval this sea- 
son, he will get his opportunities. 
And on days when the mercury 
climbs, his wickets too. 

■ Merv Kitchen, George 
Sharp, David Shepherd and 
Peter Willey, England’s four 
representatives on the interna- 
tional panel, have -been ap- 
pointed as umpires for this 
summer’s Ashes Tfcst series. 


PFA puts 
pressure 
on Jones 
over writ 


ALAN. NIXON . 

Gordon Ikyior, the chief exec- 
utive of the Professional Foot- 
’ bailers' Association, yesterday 
attempted to persuade Yinnie 
Jones to drop his legal battle 
.with Wimbledon and the Pre- 
mier League, . 

Taylor bas written to the 
Wimbledon midfielder asking 
him to reconsider his attempt :■ 
to win a free transfer Uuough 
the courts. - --■ 

Jones has issued a writ for re-_ 
strain! of trade over his demand 
to be able to move to another : 
/English dub for nothing. Hoa^ 
gues that the Bosman ruling 
which means out of contra§ ' 
players can move on free tf- 
transfers across European 
Union boundaries, should also 
apply to domestic transfers. 

Tjylor, however, pointed out 
to the 32-year-old Wimbledon 
captain that his action would 
rum plans to bring in a new 
transfer system next-year. 

The PFA - along with the 
Football Association and the 
Premier League - axe bringing, 
in a rale that scraps fees for any 
. player oyer 24.and out of con- 
tract as of the summer of 1998. 

- If Jones wins his legal action, 
then the whole transfer system 
will change, which Thylor fears 
could force some clubs to close 
with the loss of players' jobs. 

Blaickbum Rovers left for 
Highbury yesterday without 
Graeme Le Saux. The left- 
back, who wants a transfer, has 
< not been at his best in recent 
gam es and the derision to omit 
him from Rovers’ vital game at 
Arsenal could have repercus- 
sions when Glenn Hoddle se- 
lects his England team for the 
World Cop match with Georgia 
later this month. 

Neil Whrnock should know by 
tomorrow whether he has a fu- 
ture as the manager of Oldham 
Athletic. A board meeting is be- 
ing held over the weekend to 
discuss whether to ask him to 
carry on beyond the end of the 
season. Speculation is rife that 
Joe Royle could return to the 
dub which he served so suc- 
cessfully until quitting to take 
over at Everton. 

Brighton's long-term survival 
plans will be announced next 
Tuesday after a meeting at the 
FA yesterday worked out final 
details between the dub's own- 
er, Bill Archer, and a consor- 
tium led by Dick Knight- 


Germans * t 
angered i 
by Uefa ! 


The president of the German 
football federation snubbed an 
official dinner at Uefa’s meet- 
ing in Geneva yesterday in 
protest at the failure of the Eu- 
ropean game's governing body 
to give its backing to a single bid 
from the continent to host the 
2006 World Cup finals. 

Egidius Braun said be bad 
backed England's ean>p afem for 
the 1996 European champion- 
ships, in return for a “gentlemen's 
agreement' 1 with England to 
give their support to Germany for 
the World Cup 10 years after. **I 
am more than disappointed in 
the English,” he said. 

The Football Association 
claims to have no knowledge of 
such an agreement, news of 

on to a f£em°by their former 
president. Sir Bert Millicfaip. 

Franz Beckenbauer, the for- 
mer captain and later coach of 
Germany, who was in Geneva 
as a special ambassador tacking 
the German bid, was also angiy 
at Uefa's stance, saying that if 
he met with the president of ei- 
ther- Uefa or Fife, the world 
game's governing body, “there 
would have been a decision." 


Fife, which has 24 members, 
could be split between England 
and Germany, weakening the 
Europeans’ chances of beating 
Brazil or South Africa. 



c it r o s t a 


0345 303030 

or see. an appointed travel 
agent or railway station. 
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IMAGE OF 
THE WEEK 


The temptation to suggest that rather a lot of Conservative candidates need all the help they can get is Irresisitible, though they probably didn't expect any helpful suggestions from the local constabulary, such as 
this one did in Stansted, Essex. Photograph by, Brian Harris with 160 ASA colour negative film, 500th second at f5.6, 18mm lens. To order a copy of this picture - for £14 - phone 0171-293 2534 
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O kay, it is the 24th of January. This 
begins to.fcei a bit like a travel diary. 

I suppose, it- is. I've Wl’veiy bad 
weather. 1 retired after compline 
last night, with rising panic. 1 don’t 
know why I agreed to come in here for so long 
— three days is ample — and I feel 1 need the sense 
that I’m going to get out soon, a feeling of the 
arc of the thing, as an end id sight 

So Tm playing mind games with myself that 
once foe third d ay is over, that’s nearly a quar- 
ter of it -of course it isn’t. This is to do with belief.' 
If I could feel that I was able to pray, really able 
to pray for something or to someone, Fd be fine. 

I’ve just-come back from recreation and ves- 
pers. Recreation - I sat next to a lovely nun 
called Mother Philip Howard who leads the sign- 
ing. I asked her whether they have any news. 

They have no television, but they are allowed 
a sort of weekly Guardian , and they also get the 
Catholic HemkL she says, which has a great Jot 
of news in iL They don’t have any other news, 
unless something enormous happens "in the 
world. I said, like a bomb? Sbe said, well no, but 

if foe Pope died. .. ■ 

They were allowed to listen to the radio tor _ 
the Royal Wfedding and that was the last time 
they sat in thegardeD and listened to the radio 
communally, they were given a special dispen- 
sation. So I'm going down for another half hour 
kneeling and adoration — goodness me, I wish 
I knew how to do the adoration business. Sign- 
ing off now. 

It's Thursday night. Today in choir an odd thing 
happened. We were singing sext I think, and one 
of the nuns had to begin the singing, start a line 
on her own, and she ■ burst into tears. So 
decided she was having a very badved day. , 
Later ooat supper, I was Jookmg^t foe table 
as we most of us were, andthen^.foingshe 

got up and knelt because there s been aj posi- 
tive epidemic of this kneeling 

supper or in the middle of V^i^hevfeer 
punishment exercise where, I think, if they feel 
theyVe had a bad thought, then they must nse. 


WORDS OF THE WEEK 

‘One of the nuns burst 
into tears. So I 
decided she was 
having a bad veil day’ 

Actress Fiona Shaw (right) decided to join a 
nunnery in central London for two weeks. She 
recorded her experiences for Radio 4 
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come to, the centre of the refectory, kneel in 
front of Mother General’s table - a sort OF high 
.table underneath the crucifix - and they kneel 
in the middle of the floor and declare, as it were, 
that they had-absolutely committed some fright- 
ful sin- Of course, all one does is spend one’s 
time- surmising what foe thought was. 

These nuns wear a wedding ring on their wed- 
ding finger but on their right hand, because they 
are brides, of .Christ. This hijacking of the lan- 
guage of love and jpassfon is all very well and 
good in rejatitinffo ‘love and God, but the 
metaphor can’tvs^ddenly stop at the sort of 


hapipy. families pic 
groom sitting m#i 
a happycompara.' 

Tb be in love with Qtrist is to he open to him, 
physically, is .topfe sesftaDy invented. It’s one of 
the main eaperidtoes canning inJpVe, is a height- . 
ened sexual. a^teBe^.tof the G&ec. And I sup- 
pose my. expeoence nere has fees the totality 
of the absence of the word sex bisexuality. Why_ 
is ft the thing most threatens? Y^a don’t see 

any, other fles^' ever. just sfe tfesebeautk- ; 


of the bride and bride- 
brorres looking down at 


ful, beautiful cowls moving along the ground. I 
get awkward tallring about their sexual behav- 
iour because I don’t want to presume on it 

For a 11 T know, when I leave on. Wednesday, 
there’s a big orgy and they have all the priests 
round - 1 doubt that I don’t know what you’d 
do if you had a sexual problem here. I was going 
upstairs last night and I passed a workman leav- 
ing and I went out and I said, do you want to 
go out? And he said, yes. And I found myself 
saying, I would give anything to come with you, 
And he got the fright of his life. I suppose he 
thought I was a permanent postulant and he had 
suddenly potentially seduced me away. 

Good morning, it’s Friday. Am I admitting that 
this place is working its magic on me? What it 
is doing is foe thing that I do most admire about 
foe theatre or music- somewhere there’s a point 
at which it' just bypasses the intellect and 
becomes $n .emotional experience. 

As soon as it’s emotional, of course, one can 
find the energy behind it, because people don’t 
function from the intellect, neither in nor out 


of a convent, so I don’t think it’s logic that makes 
any of us live foe crazed lives we lead or the over- 
worked lives we lead. It’s emotion. It’s usually 
for foe love of somebody or something. And this 
love of Christ is their gift, because they under- 
stand what it is to Jove something that you can’t 
see, feel, touch or smelL 

I had a marvellous time kneeling down in from 
of the crucifix in my half an hour of adoration. 

I must say . I did find that I was doing it in a dif- 
ferent way. 1 was neither daydreaming nor react- 
ing I was just asking questions and acknowl- 
edging that I was asking questions in relation ' 
to that crucifix. I’ll give you that. I also found it 
not unpleasant for the first time. Maybe my 
knees bad got used to it 

It’s my last day. 1 know I’m coining to the end . 
and there's so much 1 want to say now, because ' 
I am suddenly seeing it from the top of a moun- 
tain. I am absolutely stunned at how I have 
come, not full circle, it’s not that Tm staying in 
here or anything, but I am incredibly taken with 
their way of life. 

The miracle of being able to yield and have 
complete power over yourself at the same time 
is magical. I think that chastity is or can be a 
positive act I have veered, realty, from loathing 
it to admiring it beyond measure. Things that I 
found absolutely painfully cruel, this kneeling 
when they sin or when they feel they’ve sinned, 

I now see as a remarkable force. 

Tonight somebody did it they dropped a knife 
again and lip they got knelt down and picked it 
up. I saw somebody else smiling during vespers 
and she immediately knelt for a moment If all 
of us knelt at the moment of our sin, how many 
of us would check a much bigger sin that's around 
the comer? It is a lesson in the kind of possibility 
that human dignity can have. So if any of my 
friends notice me having foe odd kneed, randomly 
in foe middle of a conversation, they can know 
from now on that I’ve had a bad tboughL 
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Playing in five 



William Hartston devises 
the game to end all 
games - and to decide 
which ones suit you 


G ames are traditionally classified 
into categories such as board 
games, card games, dice games, 
race games, war games, role-playing 
games, murder-mystery games and a 
dozen or more other categories which 
provide no more than the most 
superficial description of what the 
game is all abouL Tbday, we offer a 
complete taxonomy of competitive games 
- a classification system that goes beneath 
the surface of each game to provide a way 
to judge whether it meets your 
requirements. 

An analysis of the important factors 
thaz really distinguish one game from 
another reveals five major dimensions 
that need to be taken into account when 
deciding whether a particular game suits 
you. The first concerns the number of 
participants and, in particular, the 
number on each side. The real question to 
ask yourself here is whether you want to 
shoulder absolute responsibility for the 
result of the game. Or, to put it 
another way, do you want someone 
else to blame when you lose? If you 
demand all the glory of victory, 
and are prepared to accept the 
full ignominy of defeat, you will 
choose chess or backgammon 
rather than , a partnership game 
such as bridge, or a board game, 
such as Trivial Pursuit, that can 
be played in teams. In general 
team games are for the gregarious, 
individual games for the asocial, 
and partnership games for the 
anti-social (with only one co- 
team member to blame when 
things go wrong, partnership 
games are perfectly 
designed to provoke 
arguments). The situation is, 
however, further confused by 
some of the most popular games, such as 
Monopoly or Cluedo or Scrabble, which 
allow several individuals to compete at 
the same time, rather like athletes 
running in separate lanes. For the most 
competitive, this offers the chance to beat 
a number of opponent all at once, while 
for foe less ambitious it offers a sense of 
community with one's co-losers. (Hint; 
when playing Scrabble, always try to sit on 
foe immediate left of a non-competitive, 
social type. They always tiy to maximise 
their own score, irrespective of whether it 
leave opportunities for the next player to 
make a killing on a triple word score.) 

The second major dimension is the role 
luck plays in the game. Chance will play 
its part in any game played with dice 
(such as backgammon or Monopoly) or 
played under conditions of incomplete 
information (bridge or Cluedo) or 
starting with a shuffle and distribution of 
the elements of the game in an unequal 
fashion (almost any card game). In some 
cases, such as Cluedo and duplicate 
bridge, the luck element is reduced by 
placing all players under conditions of 
equal bemusement, but still some are 
likely to be favoured bv making better 
guesses than others. 

Depending on the degree to which you 
fancy your luck, you may play 
backgammon, card games, bingo or the 


Spin the wheel for the game 
of your .choice - or just look 
at the shaded -se^nents to 
appreciate its true qualities. 
And don't forget the alcohol. 



Games people play , 

Pandora MeHy peers through Loyd Grossmans ke/irote 

broadcaster and there’s plenty of lot «jfo 

My only game that I wasa^f good be sloppy 

atwastSlplayedaheck^a bflL ^ 

lot at school butl wasn’t a prod^y ” have ^concentrate a 

and began petering out at around Because 

20. 1 suppose my real game is lot, s 9 me A . [0 spme 

«sr sS5a&- 

attraction. Once Td learoedjjfcit ^ ^ amazing, 

like Jacques Cousteau, and when I Gosh, tins is go g ^ 

went home to do it, it was like I hope. ^ 

being in one of those World War , 1 suppose Ilfire iisl^g iotid _ 

: Mt--- 

Every year, I am fortunate marginally Zen-ish way. 

■SSsSsSSr*"' 

sassssssasi 

JEBCSBJESJS 'SSE-TBr^sr 

mto a swnnming pool Although and } .^7772) 

Dont junk it . . . use it 
A sticky solution to your holiday packing 



National Lottery. If you feel congenitally 
unlucky, you may turn to chess, though 
even there luck plays its part Indeed, it 
has been calculated that a complete 
beginner, playing legal moves at random, 
bas about a one in 10*^ chance of 
defeating the world champion. The most 
attractive balance is a game that enables 
us to think how clever we are when we 
win, but to blame our rotten luck when we 
lose. There is, as far as I know, only one 
game of total skill, and that is the game of 
Snap! 

Next, we come to the matter of time. If 
we start playing at midnight, will the game 
be over by breakfast? Many of foe most 
popular games of recent years, such as 
Connect-4, or Articulate or Jenga. are 
over quite quickly, and everything reset in 
seconds for another game. They are ideal 
for those of us with short attention spans 
who require repeated doses of a 
competitive thrill. Bridge offers a more 
sophisticated version of that recipe, with a 
single hand taking only a few minutes, but 


a complete rubber 

having the 1 
potential to last considerably longer. 

Then there is foe important matter of 
study. If you want to become good at 
anything - and even if' you aref - not 
especially competitive, most games are 
more enjoyable if you play them well - 
there are two routes: natural talent or 
bard work. However talented you are, 
however, some games demand a Certain 
amount of study if you want to get the 
roost out of them. In backgammon or 
poker, you need to learn the odds and 
familiarise yourself with standard 
techniques; in bridge, there are bidding 
systems to master, and in chess there are 
libraries of theory on openings and 
endgames. The older and . more 
established a game becomes, the more 
difficult it is to survive on talent alone, 
and foe easier it becomes for a diligent 
hard-worker to acquire all the abilities . 
needed to compete at a high level This, 


of course, has become foe main problem 
of Trivial Pursuit trying to answer 
puzzling questions on a variety of topics 
was fun until a breed of yuppie-nerds 
spoilt it all by learning all foe answers. 

Trivial Pursuit, however, provides us 
with the key to the final dimension in our 
taxonomy of games. We have covered 
competitiveness, commitment, time and 
talent, but there, is one other factor 
without which many games would be 
incomplete: alcohol. The final question to 
ask of any game is: “Will it be more fun if 
most of foe players are at least mildly 
intoxicated? Bridge isn't; Poker may 
seem so at the time, but definitely isn’t in 
foe cold morning light of a loser’s 
hangover; chess and backgammon can be; 
and Monopoly, Cluedo and Trivial 
Pursuit definitely are improved by an 
injection of alcohoL So is Snap, for that 
matter, which Shows that even a game of 
pure talent may be. improved if you can 
introduce a factor that diminishes the 
skill level. 


When packing for a stay away from home, one is frequently faced with 
foe problem of whether to include bedroom slippers. One never does, 
of course, but always regrets it. I have found a remarkably simple 
solution to this d ilemma-' I pack a tube of glue instead. Then, on arrival 
at my destination, I can make my own pair of slippers, which are 
guaranteed to be fit to throw away when it is time to return. All you 
need is pencil, scissors, a piece of paper, a cardboard box (available at 
any good refuse bin) and, of course, foe glue. 

Start by s tanding on a piece of 
paper and drawing round your foot 
(separately round each foot for the 
highest quality slippers) to make a 
template. Use foe template to cut 
shapes (at least three per foot) out 
of the cardboard. Glue two 
together for the sole of the slipper. 

In a similar fashion, make the 
strap of foe siippei, starting by 
wrapping a piece of paper about 
three inches wide over and around 
the ball of your foot. Place your 
foot on the slippertsole to mark 
where the strap should be glued, 
then glue it Cut and glue 
additional shapes to fill in the 
spaces made by foe glued strap. 
Complete with a final sole-shaped 
piece glued to hold everything in 
place. It’s surprisingly comfortable 
and will last a short holiday. 

Bawn O’Beirne-Ranelagfi 
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Chess William Hartston 



Being by inclination a 
player rather than a 
problemist. 1 generally find 
male-in-three problems too 
difficult. 1 can solve a matc- 
in-two. if only by looking at 
every possibility, but three- 
movers arc too much of a 
strain. Unless, of course. I 
cheat by looking up the 
answer and then 
appreciating the ingenuity 
of the composer - which is 
what I did with the mute-in- 
three above. Composed by 
A Lohusm - . ic won first 
prize in a composing 
tournament in the Soviet 
Union in 1US3. 

When you first look at 
the position, it seems quite 
clear that the key to foe 
action will lie on the e-file. 
At some stage, foe knight 
will move from e6 to 
deliver a fatal discovered 
check. The only trouble is 
that any move of the knight 
will leave the pawn on f4 
unprotected and let the 
Mack king escape with 
Kxf4. We could defend the 
pawn with l.g3. but that 
would let the king escape to 
G- No. if s dear that what 
we have to do is persuade 
Black to play Rxf4, 


blocking that square for his 
king. So all we need is a 
first move that contains a 
threat that can only be met 
by Rxf4. But why should 
Black possibly want to play 
Rxf4? 

You will never solve the 
problem at all if you think 
in this apparently logical 
manner. The key is to stop 
yourself thinking about foe 
e-file, which has no part in 
the solution. 

The answer begins with 
the unlikely looking l.RdS! 
carrying the remarkable 
threat of 2.Bd5+! Kxd5 
3.Nf& mate. Black has three 
possible defences: 

a) l...Ne3 covers the d5 
square but takes away a 
possible flight square from 
the black king. White mates 
with 2.Nfo+ Nxf6 3.Bxd3. 

b) l„.d2 creates room to 
answer 2JW5+ with Kd3. 
hut White instead plays 

2. Bd3+! Kxd3 3.Nxc5 mate 
when the pawn on d2 
prevents the king from 
running away. 

c) l...Rxf4 also prevents 
foe main threat (2.Bd5+ 
Kxd5 3.NC6 Ke5) but now, 
because f4 is occupied, 
"White has 2.Nxc5+ Nxc5 

3. Bd5 mate. 

Quite apart from the 
beautifully hidden key, the 
subsequent white moves in 
the ahovc variations also 
exhibit a cyclical effect: Bd5 
and Nfo, then Nf6 and Bd3, 
then Bd3 and Nc5, and 
finally NcS and Bd5. 

No, I would nor have 
solved it had l not been 
able to read the answer. 


concise crossword 
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Bridge Alan Hiron 


Backgammon Chris Bray 



ACROSS 

I Lingerie (6) 

4 Allied oneself (5) 

8 Thin biscuit (5) 

9 Flowering plant (7) 

10 lie back (7) 

II Migrant (4) 

12 Alcholic drink (3) 

14 Male deer (4) 

15 Leave out (4) 

18 Watering-place (3) 


DOWN 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
13 


Incautious 

Shortfall 


U 6) 


Unwell (4) 

Party with music (f 
Mythical creature | 
Bid . . 

"treade (8) 


16 Enter uninvited (7) 


21 Competently (4) 
23 Farm vehicle 0 

25 Kettledrums (7) 

26 Ftvi 

27 Cat 

28 Go upwards (f 




n(Q 
22 Fruit (5) 
24 Money (4) 


Sofefloa to y cs tan la fs Concise Craawrt: 



Ail, 20 Hearsay. 21 Abus<^23 Usury* 24 


[y. 26 Nasty, 28 Cairo. 


Game all; dealer East 
North 

♦ A 

t?7 6 5 4 2 
010976 
♦J 74 

West 

East 

4J542 

♦ Q 10 9 8 

3 

S7AQJ108 

OJ42 

Onone 

*9862 

♦ K Q 10 3 

South 
♦ K763 

OAKQ853 
♦A 5 


E 


“I think that I muddled that,” 
apologised South after going 
down in5 0 ,on this deal. “You 
were unlucky. I am sure that I 
would have played it foe same 
way.” his partner replied, tactfully 
if not truthfully. Well, how would 
iu have tackled matters after 
cart leads? 

East opened 1*7 and South bid 
3 0 . In the old-fashioned style 
still usually played in foembber 
; this' was strong and North 
und a raise to 40 . South went 


Perplexity 

Mixed doubles: 

Baby prig chose loon’s ringlets 
slices. 

The above sentence conceals 
three connected 1 answers each of 
two words. To find them, all you 
have to do is to group the six 
given words into three pairs, 
then rearrange foe letters within 
each pair. : 

A prize of the new Chambers 
21st Dictionary wfll be awarded 


on to game in diamonds. West 
led foe king and another heart 

Declarer ruffed and cashed 
0 A, expecting to make an early 
claim. There was a bitch, 
however, when East showed out 
Next came foe ♦ A, a dub to the 
ace, the *K and a spade ruff. It 
was easy enough to come to hand 
with a top trump and ruff foe last 
spade, but now foe lead was on 
the table. Declarer led a club but, 
hardly surprisingly. East was able 
to win and push through a third 
round of hearts to promote bis 
partner’s 0 J for the setting trick. 

Wen, what was South’s error 
(which I am quite sure that North 
had spotted)? It was premature 
to draw any rounds of trumps 
before unblocking ♦ A. 'Ey foe 
♦A at trick two -surely safe 
enough. Now declarer comes to 
hand with a trump (discovering 
the now only mildly irritating 3-0 
break in the suit), and ruffe a 
spade. Then he comes to hand 
with a second top frump, ruffe his 
last small spade, and still has * A 
as a re-entry to hand to complete 
the drawing of trumps. 


to the sender of foe first set of 

correct answers, when we open 
entries on 30 April. Answers to: 
Perplexity, The Independent, 

I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL 

5 April answers: 

Fax machine (chief ax-man) 
Mobile phone (Holbein poem). 
Word processor (sorrow coipsed) 

Winner: Roderick Main 
(Norwich). 



I have decided to give myself foe hard luck story of 
foe year award for foe position above. Playing at the 
Double Fives against Barry “Bigplay'’ MacAdam, I 
was Black and looking forward to ending Barry’s run 
in foe box with a well-deserved gammon. 

I rolled 2-1. No excitement there as I moved 10/7. 1 
rolled again and out popped another 2-1. 1 carefully 
played 7/5, 6/5, laughingly pointing out to my partner 
that this was better than 7/4 as it protected gainst me 
breaking my board if I next rolled double 2. 

My partner laughed at the joke and I rolled again. 
Guess what - 2-2! I calmly played 5/1(2) and decided 
that the fates were being mildly amusing but that one 
could have too much of a good thing. I shook foe dice 
long and hard, threw them through the baffle box and 
out popped -you'll never guess - 2-2! With a forced 
grin, I played 6/2(2). Barry rolled 6-4 which he 
naturally ^ayed bar/19, T3/9. After one of the longest 
dice shakes ever recorded at the Double Fives, I 
rolled once more -you will never believe it but, yes, 
both of those little cubes came to rest with the number 
*T uppermost. Now Barry sensed a chance of victory. 
There are no prizes for guessing his roll. It was 2-2! 

He played this 9/7(2)*, 7/5(2). I stayed on the bar, he 
redoubled and my partner and I had to drop. 

The odds of not being able to get past a two-point 
block in five rolls are 59,049 to I. in foe original 
position, Black, will win 97 per cent of foe time, 60 per 
cent of which will be gammons. However, note that 
White wins 3 per cent (normally as he hits a blot in 
foe bear-off), so remember, until you can definitely 
hear the fat lady singing, never give up! 


traffiG reports, the sky at night, and Damion Hurts the cartoon sage of artistic angst ...TURN TO PAGE ^ 
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A Sex Doll bred for the boudoir: Kim Novak (above) and wttb Janies Stewart in Hitchcock’s ‘Vertigo’ (below left); Novak as she is today (below right) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: COURTESY KORAL (above); TONY BUCKINGHAM (below) 


K im Novak is clad from heed to toe in 
exquisitely cut black-and-paie skin: 
“You like the pant suit? I wore it to the 
premiere of Vertigo yesterday. Did you 
enjoy Vertigo*? You did? The restoration 
is magnificent I think Vertigo is one of Hitch- 
cock’s best...” The voice tunes in and out 


Cohn had made, and was later discarded by, 
Rita Hayworth, and wasn’t about to have Hay- 
worth’s successor do the same. Every day, he'd 
gloat aloud how be had taken smaQ-towo beauty 
pageant winner Marilyn Pauline Novak and, 
through sheet force of will created the cook 
creamy Kim, loudly boasting to the good bid boys 
in the press corps that he could select 
any mug’s sister, mother or aunt and 
peifonn the same miracle. 

“Harry?” Novak sighs. “Hany 
. - thought he’d raised jne up so he could 
flfi - pull me down, pull me down/pull me 


■I i _ . _ r ii perrorm me same miracie. 

I was made to feel I was • “Harry?” Novak sighs. “Hany 

continually saying the wrong 

thing. It was: little girls should me a star. S Columbia didn’t make me 

be seen and not heard. I 

\A/antarl to ho hoorrl I and they made me a star.’ But he’d still 

WullLCU LU UC I icaiu 7 ■ cal! me into his office and read out my 


‘ x,i .is' 


You’re obliged to come close, break into, what 
psychologists call Intimate Space to catch the soft 
breeze of drifting sentences. 

Off-screen Kim Novak talks in the same whis- 
per thatdrives the happily married Kirk Douglas 
to adultery in Strangers Wien We Meet , and talks 
as much with ber hands as her wet, discreetly pink 
lips. Delicate, ' fluttering gestures punctuate 
points about, oh, why she abandoned Hollywood 
nearly 30 years ago and “went back .to nature”; 
why she believes in embracing good and bad both, 
for that’s destiny; why her “comfortable, lower- 
middle-class Chicago upbringing” gave her a 
security Marilyn never had. 

“Marilyn . Novak says. In the Fifties, indus- 
try wisdom ran: Marilyn parodies sex, Mansfield 
parodies Marilyn, and Novak is sex. “Sex. Sex 
y symbols.” Novak" shrugs. She repeats the words, 

■ maintains your gaze; *!Not all of us made it, 
you know.” 

Novak did, however, though" her fragile, lost 
and infinitely sufferingimage may have made her 
appear an ideal candidate for her own chapter 
in Hollywood Babylon. She’s alarmingly tiny: a 
smoky blonde pocket Venus, a last gasp Sex Doll 
bred for the boudoir. But then, most, of the 
Golden Age's Love Goddesses were tellingly _ 
diminutive, with constricted waists, short necks 
and barrage-balloon breasts. Even $6, they usu- 
ally towered- over the studio chiefs and. suffo- 
cating pretend-fathers who thought they were 
charged with pi nning the lives of their ungrate- 
ful chattel, no matter how powerful at the box- 
office. EIizabeth Tfcylor, five feet and maybe one 
inch, could look down on MOM’S Louis B 


**| think that what some 
people view as misogyny was 
jealousy, that Hitchcock may 
have wanted to have beep, a 
beautiful blonde J • I. 


Mayer, and Monroe. hardly ™ 

Queen of the Fox lot. was wen used togreemg 
the top. of Danyl Zanuck’s ^olle/. BW 
Kim "Novak's ogre wastheh.^andlhe 
smallest - bastard of the bunch. Columbia s 
Hany “King” -Cohn. 1 \ 


- star. The audience noticed me in Pic- 
nic and The Man with the Golden Arm 
and they made me a star.’ But he’d still 
call me into his office and read out my 
bad reviews. He'd repeat the really 
hurtful lines. He knew Fd remember 
them. Hany got a kick out of humiliating me.” 
No wonder she says she’s more comfortable 
with “the red animal world” out there on Big Sur, 
surrounded, and (one senses) protected, by her 
adored dogs, cate, deer, horses, trout... She 


Kim Novak talks 
to John Lyttle 

pendent will or braving tbe colour bar. For a 
while, her career stood on die brink. “It just didn't 
make sense to me. What, I shouldn't see Sammy 
because he’s black and because they won’t show 
my movies in the South? I said to Hany, OK, then 
they don't show my movies in the South. 

“I was going to continue to see Sammy, come 
heQ or high water. I knew kits of blacks and Jews. 
I identified with minorities. Those feelings 
shouldn’t be lip service, but put into action.” 

“Hany got his Mob friends involved. They 
threatened Sammy.” Davis married a black 
dancer three weeks later. “Hany had a heart 
attack. When I was called to his office after that 
he would make- a show of popping his nitrates. 
Unbelievable. 

“But I feel bad. In his own way, Hany wanted 
to protect me - 1 was an investment I’ve always 
felt partially responsible for his dying” She hes- 
itates. “Did you know there was even a reference 
to me in Harry’s will? His curse was, "Now Fm 


render. 1 thought ‘It’s tough fighting them all the 
time. Perhaps I should go along with it.' And I 
bated to feel that 1 needed a continuation of real 
life. I had to get clear of Kim Novak.” 

Yet the public must co-exist with the private. 
Long fingers fuss through artful gold corkscrew 
clusters around the smooth, perfect oval of the 
face, framing dear, kohl-smudged eyes. Pushing 
65. Novak's lustre has become ceremonial: she's 
aware of what becomes a legend most. Casing the 
room, instructing her PR handmaiden on the 
approved type of individual, half-inch false eye- 
lashes required - “black, very, very black” - she 
studies the available light and instinctively tilts 
high cheekbones to surf the rays. She's mes- 
merising, a languid study in slow-motion. Sud- 
den movement is tossed to others. The photog- 
rapher is ordered to stand, sway, bend, bounce 
and shoot from above to eliminate any fine lines. 
He takes mild umbrage, and Novak both teases 
and charmingly pulls rank: “I’ve worked with Billy 
Wilder. I know what Tm doing." 

And she does know what she’s doing. A switch 
is flipped. Within seconds she’s at fell wattage 
and the photographer is buzzing about, obedi- 
ent to her command. The seduction would be 




names each as if it’s part of a chant and isn't 
above getting mystical about trees: “Oh, trees 
move me to tears. They did my father too. A tree 
V jsso perfect in its... accq)tauce.Infact. 

- when I was a girl, I was teased because 

- - -kids were picking flowers on the way to 

school and rd ay. They'd tell me I was 
|A/j9|C craay.” Harry and Hollywood, of 
course, told her much the same thing 
laV for daring to speak her mind: “Harry 
said I was being renamed Kit Marlowe 
| 3 - and I said no. He exploded I was stu- 

- . pid, I vSias dumb... 

“I wSi made to feel Twas continually 

- saying* the .wrong thing. It was: little 
girls &ouI<f be seen and not heard I 

w^fed to-be hrardT : 

One way sfi^maddheiself beard was by da& 
.'mg^&nxmy Dans Jn£ shocking in an era when 
wh&romen seen utimbJack men could be, and 
werEvbeaten. Not tb£t the romanqe was meant 
to tga defiant statement about either her inde- 


never going to make, another movie for you, 
Novak’... After be was gone no one knew how 
to choose, they were all used to him making the 
decisions. I didn't get many exciting parts after 
his death. He was a bully, but Harry’s humilia- 
tions made me stronger, not weaker. He taught 
me to resist.” 

Yet, she, not Cohn has the reputation for tem- 
perament. It’s followed heir off the A-list and 
down the years, so she cotild seem a rinky-dmk 
cliche. A nutty Norma D&mond figure with an 
entire zoo-full of monkeysjto bury by candlelight, 
another great beauty abused by the business and 
turned a little wacko because of it. Gossip, stale 
gossip, ancient gossip: sh^was hitched to Shake- 
spearean Great White Hppe Richard Johnson 
and left him to marry a vei and rear llamas. And 
no children, just pets and more pets. What does 
that tell you, hmm? 

“That’ snot it,” Novak protests. “I never thought 
of it as a retirement or even a leaving. I was stag- 
nant, playing tbe same stereotypes. I started to sur- 


pure camp if it weren’t also utterly professional 
Photos taken, Kim Novak switches oft as she 
instantly switched on. Magic Time's over, folks. 

Not entirely. She's here in London, sitting 
pretty at the Dorchester (of course) to promote 
Hitchcock’s Vertigo. With the received wisdom of 
hindsight, the million-dollar Technicolor touch- 
up is being sold as scarcely sublimated directo- 
rial autobiography, Jimmy Stewart's obsessive- 
compulsive transformation of Novak's Judy into 
the vision of his dead love Madeleine being 
exactly the treatment (punishment?) Hitchcock 
inflicted on his hapless contract signings Tippi 
Hedren and Vera Miles. Yet the film succeeds in 
its simultaneously clinical and sumptuously 
romantic dissection of lovesickness because Ver- 
tigo is as much Novak’s life stoiy as Hitchcock's. 

Each ritual sacrifice Stewart forces Judy 
through - the dye job, the weight loss, the cos- 
metic refinements - Harry Cohn had already vis- 
ited upon “the fat Pelade”. Hitchcock was con- 
gratulated for prising a performance out of the 


scandal sheets' favourite party girl - and every 
woman who dated Aly Khan was then considered 
a party girl - but, as Novak points out, the direc- 
tor mostly left her be. Literally. She didn't need 
assistance playing herself. 

“Hany didn't get it,” Novak notes. “He didn’t 
want me to do Vertigo. He said ‘It’s a lousy seripL’ 
So I read it expecting a lousy script and 1 
thought, God, this is why I’m here. It wouldn't 
have been right for anyone else in that period that 
I can think of. It was predestined. This was who 
1 was. It was what was going on.” 

Vertigo certainly encapsulates something 
Novak’s other roles exploited. Not just what crit- 
ics of the period dismissed as her “bovine accep- 
tance" of fate's injuries, although that is strip- 
mined. but the idea that she's seldom quite what 
she's first presented as. In Bell, Book and Can- 
dle. she’s a witch pretending to be human: in Bovs' 
Night Out, she’s a sociology student posing as a 
prostitute: in The Notorious Landlady, she's an 
innocent branded a murderess. There’s always 
someone else behind the glittering facade. Hitch- 
cock, she says, understood facades. “Making Ver- 
tigo, I thought Hitchcock knew exactly, and could 
feel, the oppression of being a woman. Here was 
someone who was deathly frightened of being 
seen for what he really was... Have you noticed 
in his movie cameos he seldom presents himself 
straight on? It’s a glimpse, a profile... 

“That's why he was so fascinated by women. Our 
masks. There’s an envy too. I think that whal many 
people view as his misogyny is jealousy, that Alfred 
Hitchcock on some level may have wanted to have 
been a beautiful blonde. Am I making sense?" 

Certainly. It might also explain why Hitchcock 
allowed himself to be talked into taking Novak 
on after Vera Miles fell pregnant “1 was too awk- 
ward, too self-conscious for Hitchcock. And too 
inflexible in a lot of ways. But at the same time, 
he recognised there was a reason why I was in 
this: ‘There’s a reason why Fve picked you, 
though you’re not someone 1 would have first 
chosen’.” 

Perhaps what Hitchcock recognised was the 
iron will reviewers seldom acknowledged hut 
Hany Cohn sought to crush. Yet what's startling 
today isn't the flashes of metal under the sequins 
but Novak's apparent lack of anger. That 
wouldn’t be allowed room on screen until she 
played Mildred the cockney waitress in the 
remake of Of Human Bondage, and it hastened 
her career decline. Weren’t there ever days 
when she woke up choking on her own rage? Or 
is her stoicism also something inherited from her 
father, a man who renounced his dream of liv- 
ing in the woods so his wife could stay in the city, 
and never quite recovered? Novak waves the 
question away: “Be angry? There’s no point. I 
don’t scream and shout and wave banners.” 

What she did instead was escape. “You know 
what I used to do when I came to London before? 
Td bring a bag full of different looks and adapt 
a disguise and head for Speakers' Corner. 

‘Td get on a soapbox and speak passionately 
about being a woman, about the planet and 
nature and all those things. And I was thrilled 
because the crowds didn't know who I was and 
they still listened. They took me seriously.” Novak 
brushes a speck of imaginary lint oft her flatter- 
ing black pant suit. “But when I was Kim Novak, 
no one likened They just wanted to take my 
picture. I could only be heard when I wasn't her." 

Vertigo’ goes on release this Friday 
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T he arts took centre stage, 
KtentUy. to the election 
campaign yesterday- Sir 
Richard Eyre allowed the National 
Theatre's Lyttelton auditorium to 
host the maln arts debate of the 
campaign. The only 
the cast was one of understudies. 
.Mark "Fisher, the No 2 

m V A# lAQCr HOC 


spokesman ror 

sane damis to what Equ ity migh t 

caO star status, as he has written 
mostof Labour's policy But 

David Mefior for the Tbrfes is a 
back bencher, whatever bis 
ministerial past and 
~ for the Government ataU-Atfe * 5 * 

the two main partis wana«M [to 
fted MPs. The Lib Denuddn^ 
Janet Ludlow, a Tbwer Hamids 
councillor; was tbe party s 

. fo desire 

“ft- jo#^%ghila Bottomley Jack . 

^ jChanlngfaam and Robert 


MacLeDan to star at the Na^bnal 
Theatre? Jennifer Edwards,* 
director of ffie National \ 1 • 
Ca mpaign for the Arts, has ; 
organised the four national 
debates. (Th e others,m 
gjnniogham, Manchester and 
Cardiff, attracted their share of 
understudies too.) Tbe two nrain 


Bottomley and Mr Cu nnin g h a m 
were too bnsy carnpw g rtin g 
nationally (and weVe heard such 

a tot fitun them in the past fcnr 


MacLellan simply has too many 

brieft apparently 

perhaps themain party 
spokespeople have heard reports 
about how their understudies 
were put under the spotlight in 
Cardiff. After rehearsing severa l 
platitudes, they were interrupted 
. by the director of Cardiff’s 
Sherman Theatre, who said lack 



offending meant bis theatre was 
likely to dose and he would be 
issuing redundancies soon. Tbe 
Welsh MPs on stage agreed they 
could do nothing abbot ft. 

Ms Edwards wearily but 
accurately summed ft up: “No, 
The arts aren’t being given 
sufficient attention in the -* 
campaign. But when you’ve got 


{ThAr most), 
&F A £ 
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sleaze, Europe and fish out of the 
way, there doesn’t seem to be 
much time left for other issues.” 
Perhaps the National Theatre 
should have advertised the debate 
on its neon sign overlooking the 
Thames as “Arts, Sleaze and Fish 
— ■ The Way Forward!. That 
might have got the' party leaders 
to, and a Dimbleby to chair them. 


\JaAmh4^oe. 


HUking of David Mellor (briefly, I 
promise you), I see that his 
namesake, Dr David Mellor, the 
art expert who curated the Sixties 
art exhibition at the Barbican a 
couple of years ago, is curating 
Les Sixties: Great Britain and 
France 1962-73 , an Anglo-French 
exhibition for the Brighton 
FfestivaL Curiously, oo the 


publicity material be is now called 
Dr David Alan Mellor. Why this 
decision to use his middle name in 
his middle years? Alan is a nice 
name, a goodly name. But no 
need to flaunt it... unless as a 
serious art historian and academic 
you are reluctant to be confused 
with a politician wbo dabbles in 
the arts. Dr David Alan is too 
sensitive. He should relish the 
confusion. Come the next election 
campaign, he’ll probably be 
debating arts policy on the stage 
of tbe National Theatre. 

Tm sorry to leam that the Royal 
Ballet has cancelled George ' 
Balanchine’s Apollo, one of the 
highlights of the next month. But 
for once they should be 
congratulated on the last-minute 
cancellation. It emerges that The 
George Balanchine Trust in New 
York notified the company that it 


requires detailed casting approval 
and moreover would not give the 
company a licence to perform 
Apollo until a representative had 
seen the final dress rehearsal on 
29 April the day before the first 
performance, with no guarantee 
that approval would then be given. 
This patronising and offhand . 
attitude takes the biscuit Having 
watched Sarah WiMor bring the 
house down dancing Juliet this 
week, and Darcey BusseD and 
Sylvie Guillem provoke a black 
market to tickets for La Bqyat&re 
a fortnight before, 1 am to no 
doubt that the Royal Ballet is 
enjoying a marvellous season. 
Ind^d, Apollo was going to star 
Darcey BusseD and Irek 
Mukhamedov, not exactly a cast 
that needs anyone's prior approval. 
The guardians of the Balanchine 
Trust should get off their high 
horses and read some reviews. 


Serena Mackesy: on the inside looking out; Jasper Rees on TV; Robert Hanks on Radio fURN TO PAGE 
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arts & books 


The mother of reinvention , 

For three decades, Caryl Churchill has been turning British theatre on its head. Yet, for the past three years, she has gone to ground. 
With a sudden spate of revivals and new work in the offing, the playwright granted David Benedict a rare interview to explain why 



I f you could stop MORI polling people about 
their voting intentions for a few seconds and 
persuade them to ask people to name this 
country's greatest living dramatist, most peo- 
ple would probably plump for Harold Pinter 
or David Hare. Regardless of their incontestable 
stature - plays as good as Old Times or Racing 
Demon don't fall exactly from the trees - a sub- 
stantial body of opinion would place Caryl Churchill 
at the top of the list Only last week, Mark Raven- 
hilt. author of last year's surprise hit Shopping and 
Fucking wrote: *1 read Top Girls at least once a year 
and I weep. One day, I think, one day FU write some- 
thing as good.” 

For those unlucky enough never to have seen 
Churchill's definitive play about the 19S0s - a daz- 
zlingly dramatic and politically astute analysis of 
what it took to rise to the top - which The 
Guardian awarded the backhanded compliment of 
being “the best play ever from a woman dramatist” 
- there's some late news just in. It’s unofficial, unan- 
nounced and unbelievably overdue, but 1997 is the 
year of Caryl Churchill. Earlier this year, the 
National Theatres tour of her 1976 play set 
around the English Civil War, Ugfu Shining in Buck- 
inghamshirv. opened at the Cottesloe: Cloud Nine , 
her magnificently funny and sharp-witted modern 
classic about patriarchy, patriotism and sexual pol- 
itics is back in a major revival at the Old Vic; Hotel, 
her latest collaborative piece for the trailblazing 
dance / music-theatre company Second Stride 
opens in London next week; and her new double- 
bill Blue Heart will open at the Edinburgh Festival 
in August. All of which goes some way to making 
up for three barren years. 

Her astonishingly ambitious The Skriker, a vast 
social panorama with Kathryn Hunter as a shape- 
shifting underworld creature, which took Churchill 
years to write, opened at the National in 1994 to 
the bafflement of many, who were raided by the pro- 
duction. Others hailed it as a masterpiece. But since 
then, apart from her translation of Seneca's Thyestes 
for the Royal Court, the rest has been silence. You 
could be forgiven for thinking that she’d given up 
writing. You’d be right. Happily, though, she’s had 
a change of heart: yet the playwright continues to 
be elusive, shying away from the media circus sur- 
rounding the business’of theatre. Like much of her 
finest work. Top Girls was directed by Max Stafford- 
dark. He deals with her reticence very simply; “She 
really wants the work to express what she’s doing." 

Fair enough. This isn’t the disdainful aloofness 
of some theatrical grande dame. In fact when she 
finally accedes to my request to meet during 
rehearsals for Hotel, she's thoughtful and generous 
and anxious to dispel any suggestion of frosty, lofty 
indifference. She apologises for seeming “difficult” 
bui points out the absurdity of our meeting. “It’s 
an ixld kind of conversation." she muses, “there’s 
more going on than just two people in a room. 



You’re doing your job. It’s going to be read by a lot 
of people, mid when it’s printed, it has a definitive 
quality which then gets quoted back at you 15 years 
later. It's also not a conversation because its so one 
way...” And then, all of a sudden, the guarded ner- 
vousness gives way to laughter. “Never mind," she 
says, the shutters opening to reveal a welcoming 
smile leaping across her face. 

She was an only child. Her father, a cartoonist, 
and her mother, a fashion model moved from Lon- 
don to Montreal when she was 10, and she began 
writing short stories and producing living-room 
pantomimes. At 14. she wrote a full-length children 
and ponies book and was also improvising plays 
with a friend. “We would work out in some detail 
what was going to happen and we would play it, 
and, if we hadn’t quite liked how it went, we would 
play it again.” During her time at Oxford at the end 
of the Fifties, she won first prize at the National 
Student Drama Festival with her play Downstairs. 
Her first work to receive a professional production 
was The Ants, a radio play, a form which suited her 
because there was a market for it (and no fringe 


theatre in the early Sixties) and because she was 
raising her children. 

The (then) estimable theatre journal Plays and 
Players declared Light Shining in Buckinghamshire, 
in which different actors played the same charac- 
ter, to be “one of the finest pieces of English play- 
wrighting for years”, but the big break came three 
years later in 1979 vrifaCbudNine.IJke Light Shin- 
ing, it was written for Max Stafford-Gark'scompany 
Joint Stock and its dynamite cast (including Julie 
Covington, Antony Sher and Miriam Margo lyes) 
who were wittily embracing gender-bending long 
before anyone dreamed of the term. Joint S tods pio- 
neered a collaborative approach to playwriting, 
something which has had a marked effect on 
Churchill and scores of .writers since. “It was very 
exhilarating because it was a completely different 
way of working.” Wasn’t it scary giving up author- 
ial control? “Yes, a little bit, but there’s a miscon- 
ception sometimes that the actual writing process 
becomes collaborative. Some companies create 
wholly devised {Hays but I've never gone that far into 
collaboration.” Joint Stock’s method was based on 


an extended workshop /research period, after which 

the writer would go away and write. “And then there 
is more rewriting in rehearsal because you've got a 
group of people you work with and trust And they 
trust you because you've all shared that research 
time. I would be much more open to changing things 
than if it had been something l had written alone.” 
Since then. Churchfll’s work has split between 
plays created on her own and those that have grown 
out of collaboration, notably the dance/ theatre 
works The Lives of the Great Poisoners and the forth- 
coming two-part Hotel, both written with long-term 
co-conspirators choreographer Ian Spink and com- 
poser Orlando Gough for Second Stride. “ Hotel 
started from an idea I had of something which might 
work as an opera with Orlando, which was of eight 
lots of people in eight rooms, which would appear 
on stage as one room.” Eyebrows might be raised 
at the idea of a dance company presenting an opera, 
but if anyone can pull it off, it’s these three whose 
experience, versatility and sheer success rate with 
formal experiment is matched by no one in this 
country except Lloyd Newson and DV8. 
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THE PLAY 

Tom and Clem 


Richard Wilson directs Stephen 
Churchetfs debut play set at the 1945 
Potsdam conference with Michael Gambon 
as the homosexual, high-church, very left- 
wing Labour MP Tom Driberg and Alec 
McCowen as the new Labour PM CJement 
Attlee plus a spy subplot courtesy of 
Daniel de la Falaise and Sarah Woodward. 


THE FILM 

Everyone Says 
I Love You 

Wbody Allen, blithe of spirit, takes his 
standard plot of a nebbish neurotic in 
search of Jove but turns it Into a musical 
comprised of his favourite standards. With 
Alan Alda, Drew Barrymore, Lukas Haas 
(the boy from Witness), Goldie Hawn, 
Julia Roberts, Tim Roth and hot property 
Edward Harry Flynt, Primal Fear) Norton. 


IN CONCERT 

Jane Birkin 


Chanteuse and actress, (a former National 
Theatre player in The Women of Troy) 
Jane Birkin, whose Sixties hit “Je t’aime 
(Moi Non Plus)" brought a whole new 
meaning to breath control and is one of 
the world's greatest one-hit wonders, 
appeared here for the first time in three 
years with a band of nine musicians. 



Paul Taylor found it “reasonably enter- 
taining, reasonably thought-provoking and 
unreasonably derivative ... excellent Alec 
McCowen ... Gambon puts on a fine ' 
display." "A mixed bag ... single entendres 
are scattered throughout the play ... offers 
more to big name scalphunters than 
dinner-table debaters,” agreed the FT. “In 
Richard Wilson's elegantly staged pro- 
duction, the arguments are projected with 
great force by foe two leading actors ... 
manages to amuse and delight,” declared 
The Guardian. “So entertaining and timely 
a discussion about the claims of.idealism 
and compromise," applauded The Times. 
“Thanks to Gambon and McCowen, dis- 
graceful jokes and foe subject’s spurious 
topicality, it makes for an entertaining 
evening,” decided The Telegraph. “Close 
encounters become a high theatrical 
delight," cheered The Standard. 

At the Aldwych Theatre, London WC2 
(0171-836 6404) to 26 July. 


Stephen Churched, aka Marcus, the 
Mitchell brothers' lawyer on EastEnders, 
wrote a play and Just months later, here it 
is with stare in foe leads in the West End. 
Undemanding but 
undoubtedly entertaining 
and well-timed. 


Adam Mare- Jones enjoyed the mix. “For 
every. piece of wry realism there’s an 
unabashed resort to escapism ... Another 
example of Allen's particular blend of 
romanticism, therapy, middle-brow 
comedy and undemanding art film." 
'There's a lot to be said for foe ample 
joys ofjscapism ... A charming, sweet- 
natured divertisement. Enjoy vourseif " 
sunniest, most 

Hgltt-hearted most joyous movie of [his] 
famously ambivalent career.” sang The 
7etegrapfr. Rarely less than charming and 
likeable ... one of his wittiest scripts ’ 

[ hummed foe New Statesman. “This' 
fragile film is fading away from a 
■ malnourished plot," brayed The Times. “A 
peajliar, unsatisfying confection ... If he 
really wants to do a musical, Stephen 
Sondheim probably lives only a few blocks 
away," cned The Guardian. 


Magnus Mills was bemused by the 
adoration of her fans, implicating himself 
when reporting that “insensitive members 
of the audience were seen laughing" “The 
gap-toothed English girl with the thing 
about Serge Gainsbourg was seldom less 
than endearing as she exuded a scatty 
warmth and dispensed any number of 

th2 U ^T- 0U S kl ? es her band an d tons - 
the Birkin heads ... formidable ? Not 

quite, marked the Standard. "Your 
reviewer found herself stifling a sob . 

i U in n 2T7' a,,y French balladiy witti" 
Sfongs and accordion stuck on ... thrilling 
because she was behaving as w 8 

tw^S 1 J- rea L» hanteuse would," sighed 

to m ’ appeared close 

but that is also 
part of the charm, reckoned The Times. 

Been and gone. (Quelle horreurl). 


not a musical? When 
W en ‘ °®pPly superficial, but 
utterty charming, unless you're allergic to 
Allen, in which case you wouldn’t ro 
anyway. Delightful 8 

DerfonriancK penaKaih, 


rine her ' la Birkin either 

^ 1 or ! ndu ces fits of snorting 
your mouchoir. A bona-fide fan event. 




Caryl Churchill; ‘I just got bored with it 
That feeling of “Was I going to start 
thinking about another play just because 
I was a playwright?” ' photo: eowwo swes 

“She reinvents herself every time," says Scafford- 
Qaric, who points to Churchill’s constant formal 
experimentation in the creation of overlapping dia- 
logue in Top Giris or her comedy of City greed. Sen- ^ 
ous Money, written entirely in (deeply unfesfafonaWe) 
verse. Despite British Tfelecom’s refusal to allow the 
use of its phones on stage (“This is a producoon with 
which no public company would wish to be assoa- 
acecH, it transferred to the West End and became 
a smash hit Stafford-Dark, however, admits to find- 
ing her challenge terrifying. “She asks you to do 
things that haven’t been done before. You think, 
‘Maybe it won’t work, and we can’t do it’.” He obvi- 
ously thrives on the terror, though, and you can hear 
the thrill in his voice as he prepares to team up again 
for Blue Heart. Other playwrights are more famous, 
he concedes, but then counters: “Her influence has 
been enormous and not just on other writers. You 
go into schools and you tell them ‘We’re doing some 
plays by Caryl Churchill’ and that she might be 
involved and teachers feint and genuflect She 
shaped foe way they teach and think about drama.” 

When Churchill began writing, virtually the onty 
other major female dramatist was Agatha Christie, 
pe rhaps her most significant move was the s hift a way 
from the semi-autobiographical stance adopted by 
women novelists. Theatre is a much more public art- 
form and Churchill has taken that to heart, making 
ideas, emotions and structure indivisible. I point out 
that almost none of her plays follow the traditional 
route of the journey of a single protagonist an idea 
that surprises her. She mulls it over. “When I was 
working with Joint Stock, I think there was a strong 
anti-sentimental feeling about in theatre. There was 
an attraction to making continuities with dramatic 
ideas rather than going a long way down an emo- 
tional journey... which didn't mean there wouldn't 
be very emotional things-" That’s certainly borne out 
by the poignant final image in Tom Cairns’s new pro- 
duction of Cloud Nine , where the mother confronts 
foe ghostly image of her younger self. 

With all this year’s burst of dramatic activity, can 
it be true that, three years ago, she stopped writing? 

She tenses up again. Then relents. “Oh, I don’t 
mind...” She runs a long hand through a mane of 
silver hair. “I just got bored with it. That feeling of 
‘Was I going to start thinking about another play just 
because I was a playwright?’ I’ve had it before. 1 
remember that, in 1978, 1 decided I definitely wasn’t 
going to be a writer any more. It took me about four 
months to get out of my head the idea that I was a 
writer and once I’d done it, of course. I started writ- 
ing again.” Her laughter fills the chilly rehearsal 
room. She looks at me, confidingly, her gaunt, 
gravely beautiful head resting on one "hand. “I think 
I wanted to wait until I missed it” 

'Cloud Nine': Old Vic, London ( 0171-928 76J6) to 
26 Apr; 'Hotel': die Place, London from Tues-Sat 
(0171-387 0161 ) and the Manchester Dance House 
2-3 May (0161-2379753) 


EDWARD SYKES 
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Piaul Gladstone Reid, tired of people 
telling him to Take off your shift, put 
on some baby oil and tefs have you 
' onJbpoftiie Pops’ 

SHmOBRHm BUNA BOMI 



At 17, Paul Reid was being hailed as the great 
black hope of British jazz. A decade later, he's 
busy reinventing himself as a serious composer. 
Why, he's even written an opera. By Phil Johnson 


-A 


Iready, perhaps, 
there are historical 
dissertations in cul- 
tural studies being 
written about the 
British jazz revival of the mid- 
to iate-Eighties. This was a 
period when no lager ad was 
complete without a tooting 
bebop saxophonist either in 
the frame or on the sound- 
track, and when products as 
diverse as aftershave and 
credit cards were given a new 
jazz spin. It was the period of 
Courtney Pine’s first, incredi- 
bly successful album; of an Art 
Blakey residency at Ronnie 
Scon’s that attracted droves of 
young jazz aspirants; and of 
cover stories in the style mags 
which, being fairly new them- 
selves, were a realty market for 
cool monochrome pics of ele- 
Vj gantly moody black men to 
• place alongside ads for expen- 
sive clothes and parfums . 

A new jazz generation of 
mainly black artists were 
signed up by the record com- 
panies. made their debut 
albums and then, as the mar- 
ket began to recede, found 
themselves cruelty abandoned 
to a career of cappuccino- 
money gjgs in bare and cafes 
across town. Even the spiritual 
home of the period, Camden's 
Jazz Cafe, was taken over by 
an Irish entrepreneur and had 
its upstairs bar colonised by 
drunken ex-Pogues. 

The composer and pianist 
Paul Gladstone Reid is both' a 
casualty and a benefiriaiy of 
those years. At the precocious 
age of 17, he made the cover 
of jazz mag The Wire as 
Sheffield's answer to avant- 
garde American free-jazz 
-pianist Cecil Taylor. He sup- 
* ported Norwegian saxophon- 
ist Jan Garbarek on a national 
tour and was assimilated into 
the avant-garde end of the 
new jazz ascendancy, mixing 


with Taylor and John Cage at 
the Almeida’s contemporary 
music events and becoming 
known as a face that The Face 
should watch. Then, as the ja 2 z 
vogue subsided, he more or 
less disappeared from view at 
the ripe old age of 18, while 
the style mags moved on to 
dance-music and jazz was once 
again bumped back down the 
demographic scale to a niche 
occupied mainly by middle- 
aged men in cardigans. Reid 
hadn't even arrived before be 
was gone, or so it seemed. 

But be has, of course, pre- 
vailed and this Thursday his 
new opera. Miracles, is to be 
premiered at the Royal Albert 
Hall (no less) as part of the 
“Miracles Project”, a vastly 
ambitious programme of 
inner-dty youth music and 
dance that appears as part of 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Scheme (and let’s see 
the style mags make a meal of 
that, even with the attendance 
of I uvvk Prince EAvard groov- 
ing to the vibes). 

Lest irseem that the event 
is one of those worthy, com- 
munity-aits “let’s do the show 
right here!” kind of Mickey 
Rooney Hollywood-updates, 
Reid’s take on the project is 
that of a latter-day Neo- 
Fiatonist, and he has com- 
posed a contemporary “Mys- 
tery Opera" . that places 
age-old archetypes within a 
frame of reference that owes 
more to the hermetic tradition 
of the Cabbala and the Gnos- 
tics than it does to the y oof- 
work ethic of Sir Cliff 
Richard’s gloriously camp . 
“The Young Ones”. 

Arriving slightly late for our 
interview appointment at his. 
studio - a monk-like cell of a 
rehearsal room near the Wig- 
more Hall - Paul Gladstone 
Reid (whose brief burst of 
late-Eighties fame was as plain 


Pan) Reid) can't resists quick 
dart over the keys of his piano. 
Dressed in neat Nike leisure- 
wear and.with a face still beau- 
tiful enough to base a poncy 
lager-ad on, he's a wonderfully 
entertaining motonnouth who 
takes pains to establish the var- 
ious stages of his Pauline con- 
version from hip jazz pianist to 
serious composer. Indeed, he’s 
so intent on setting the record 
straight that he doesn’t stop 
talking for an hour, towards 
the end of which I begin to feel 
almost physically ill from the 
relentless onslaught of it alL 
- “Back then," he says of the 
short-lived jazz renaissance, 
“I was fighting against the 
smoochy, cigarette-holder, 
safe-195Qs, Athena-poster type 
thing and while most of my 
contemporaries got into the 
Marsalis brothers, I got into 
the art-music of die African 
diaspora. I came to London 
and met Cecil Taylor, John 
Cage arid Anthony Braxton 
and I was on that edge where 
Afro-American art-music was 
meeting the contemporary 
avant-garde of Europe. 

“And I was the only one 
doing solo piano at that time; 
every one else was doing, like, 
din^ding-dmg. I was writing 
music for voices and string 
quartet but people said no, 
u’re supposed to get a nice 
ittle jazz trio going. So I 
realised that there was a short- 
term hipness which went . 
around the media, of how it’s 
cool to drink coffee and chat- 
ter in the background, but I 
didn’t kid myself that it was a 
foundation for anything. It 
was straight back to 1950s 
bebop and that was the only 
space if you wanted to, have 
some coverage, but to me it 
was not seriously representa- 
tive of the late 20th century." 

But, frustratingly f or Reid, . 
the . classical world didn’t offer 


Z 



So it’s hello and 
goodbye, girl 

THEATRE The Goodbye Girl Albery Theatre, London 


much of a home either. “There 
were openings for me to go to 
Berklee, to the New Englan d 
Conservatory or to the Guild- 
hall and I had people arguing 
over my head over what I 
should be, but I realised that 
one path would cancel out the 
other. 1b study piano meant 
that you would dedicate your 
whole life to becoming an 
interpreter of existing reper- 
toire, to be one person com- 
peting against thousands for 
the chance to perform a con- 
certo at a competition, like 
painting by numbers, or to be 
studying serialised in a way 
divorced from its roots so that 
one. wouldn't understand the 
importance of, say, numerol- 
ogy to Schoenberg.” 
Accordingly, Reid edu- 
cated himself and ended up in 
the musicians’ ghetto of the 
streets around the Wigmore 
Hall, where in 1990 he got a 
gig demonstrating a new 
midi-piano for Steinway. “I 
did a whole concert but the 
last two tunes had a beat 
behind them and when I got 
an encore, 1 didn't know what 
to do so I decided to sing, 
something that normally 1 
only did in private. Suddenly 
1 was descended upon by all 
these music-biz figures want- 


ing to sign me up." , 

He signed for Sony and 
recorded an album, but it 
wasn’t a happy experience. 
“They thought they could 
bring it to the common 
denominator of ‘He’s black, he 
plays the piano, maybe if we 
give him some sunglasses he 
can be a new Stevie Wonder’. 
It was like, ‘Sure you can com- 
pose, but come on, take off 
your shirt and put on some 
baby oQ and let’s have you on 
Top of the Pops' Eventually, I 
was threatened in the studio, 
and the engineers were told 
not to allow me to use electric 
guitars because they weren’t 
‘black’ enough. This was 
before Tricky and before Seal 
- it was like you had to be 
Terry Riley or MC Hammer - 
and their idea was that, if you 
were young and black, you 
should be doing rap and say- 
ing *Yo!\ The album was 
released, unfinished and 
unmixed, but still girls started 
to write in to My Guy saying, 
“You’ve got a sexy bod, whafs 
your favourite fish?’” 

Reid re-oriented himself by 
forming a partnership with 
fellow composer and kora 
player Tunde Jegede, with 
whom he established the 
Axiom Foundation, and their 


concept of African classical 
music toured and recorded 
and built bridges with 
contemporary music ensem- 
bles. Though their battle for 
recognition is only half-won. 
the “Miracles Project" is an 
important station along the 
way, with Reid's opera to be 
performed by a chorus of up to 
500 voices, full orchestra (the 
London Musici. directed by 
Mark Stephenson), electronic 
music ensemble, African per- 
cussion troupe and a rock 
band. 

The theory of it ail is too 
complicated to go into here, 
but basically Reid uses his 
idea of music as part of the 
hermetic tradition originating 
in Babylon and Chaldea and 
reaching out from Bach's 
Golden Mean as far as 
Debussy and the School of 
Paris to form a whole alterna- 
tive theory of musical produc- 
tion. If you want to know 
more, Reid will probably be 
happy to come round to your 
home to explain it all to you in 
person. Be sure to leave the 
evening free, though. It might 
take a while. 

‘Miracles: The Concert Thurs- 
day 7.30pm Roval Albert Hall, 
London SW7 (0171-589 8212) 


daughter are so under-drama- 
tised. you’re tempted to put it 
down to some magic ingredient 
in the breakfast cereal they eat 
on the first morning. As played 
by Lucy Evans, the girl Is just 
the kind of smart-ass American 
kid that makes you muse long- 
ingly on the death of Little Nell. 

“You’ve never seen the worid 
from a father's shoulders I've 
never seen the world through a 
daughter’s eyes." Elliot watbles 
to this hntl us he climacticalty 
overcomes her mist rust. With 
Hamliseh’s unblushinglv gluti- 
nous melody at this point (like 
most of the score, both .modyno 
and mechanical) and with the 
mawkish lyrics of his new col- 
laborutor. Don Black, you cer- 
tainty feel that you've seen 


T fic Goodbye Girl had to 
bid a fairly rapid farewell 
to Broadway, where the 
Hamlisch Ztppel musicalisa- 
tion of Neil Simon's hit movie 
proved to be no HeOo. Dolly! at 
the box-office. Watching* the 
extensively reworked version 
premiered now at the Albery 
prompts the thought that, if 
this really docs represent a 
major improvement, then one 
needn't be exactly inconsolable 
at having missed the original. 

The fact Is that the 'show 
rarely justifies itself as a piece 
of musical theatre. Giving the 
emotions breathing space in 
song land the audience some 
welcome respite from Simon's 
relentlessly wise-cracking dia- 
logue) merely exposes' how 
tritely conceived and/or _ 
phony these emotions are. 

Having a chorus on standby . ; 
for just two stage-filling 
numbers (one set in a bitchy 
New York exercise class; the 
other a spoof-fantasy of a 
glamorous movie musical) 
only underlines the basic 
resistance of this material to 
being turned into a song- 
and -dance show. 

What the piece needs is 
heart. But director Rob 
Bettinson's idea of heart is 
to dim the stage and throw 
a shaft of heavenly white 
radiance on Ann Crumb’s 
heroine, as if a visitation 
from the angel Gabriel 
were imminent, whenever 
she unbosoms herself in a 
solo song. Crumb, in fine Ann Crumb and Gary Wilmot 
voice, plays Paula, the Photograph: Iris tram Kenton 
defensive divorcee (and 
single parent) who finds herself 
sharing her apartment with a 
struggling off-Broadway actor. 

In the latter role, you need 
someone who can start out 
abrasively self-centred and 
cocky, and gradually find the 
obligatory warm human being 
within, as much through con- 
tact with the 1 1-year-old daugh- 
ter as with the mother. 

But if there were a Nobel 
prize for niceness, you would 
unhesitatingly award it to Gary 
Wilmot, whose sunny good 
nature (the essence of his 
strong appeal) shines through 
even in the earlier stages of his 
winning portrayal of Elliot. Not 
that the show is much con- 
cerned with plausible develop- 
ment. The reasons for the rap- 
port between Elliot and the 



musical theatre from the bot- 
tom of the barrel. 

There are compensations. 
Wilmot is charming and funny 
and, evoking a collision 
between Dick Emery and Bar- 
bara Cortland, even keeps the 
comedy going as a transsexual 
Richard ID in that overbroad 
skit of an off-Broadway pro- 
duction. The show-stopper, 
though, is a sizriingty comic red- 
hot momma number from 
Shezwae Powell as the landlady. 

You still come out wondering 
why any of them ever bothered. 
“This show's gonna run for a 
hundred years." sings Elliot: I 
fancy that the life expectancy of 
The Goodbye Girl will be con- 
siderably shorter. 

Booking: 0171-369 1730 

Paullhylor 



CLASSICAL Handel's Alexander Balus 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, London 

P rospective candidates for “Brain of 
Britain” would no doubt develop 
sweaty palms when quizzed about the 
identity of Alexander Balus, one of those 
awkward biblical characters who might eas- 
ily be mistaken for a pioneer of quantum 
theory or for the inventor of some handy 
household appliance. His Old Tfestament 
'Wutus was cleariy recognised by Handel’s 
contemporaries, however, allowing the 
composer and his librettist Thomas Mor- 
rell to construct an oratorio on the military 
campaigns of the Jewish warlord, his love- 
affair with Cleopatra and hoped forcon- 
version of the infidel to the one true God. 

The gist of Morrell's plot, extracted from 
the First Book of the f 

orated with fragments drawn from Mflton 
and Shakespeare, turns uncoirfortabty on 
the public celebration of Jewish P 8 ™**® 
and the private love of Alexander and 

Cleopatra. Handel was eager to the 

popular success in Apnl 1747 ofhis sabre 
Sling oratorio, Judas 
swiftly ordered another ™ 

Morrell. History has it that die fomg* 
collaborated closety with fas MbretoJ*® 
Alexander Bolus, although the work reflects 


Giving Cleopatra the needle 


more its hasty composition than any 
obvious care taken over dramatic pacing. 

Last Wednesday, at the QEH, the con- 
ductor Robert King went some way to- 
wards redefining- the accepted view of 
Alexander Balus as a “problem” oratorio, 
responding with verve to Handel's colour- 
ful instrumentation and offsetting the 
score’s lack of contrast between major and 
minor keys by his shrewd choice of 
speeds. Judicious pruning of certain arias 
and da capo sections served King’s cause, 
as did the industrious, often breathtaking 
work of his Consort and of New College 
Choir. But the dramatic torpor of the first 
two acts outweighed the best efforts of 
conductor and band, further undermined 
by the lifeless early contributions of 
Catherine Denley as Alexander and 
Charles Daniels’ stiff delivery of Jonathan’^ 
recitatives. 

In matters of style and technique, Den- 
ley proved beyond reproach, shifting into 
vocal top gear for such heroic airs as 
“Mighty love bow calls to anns" and 
“Fuiy, with red sparkling eyes”. I wish it 
were possible to apply Dr Burney's remarks 
on Handel’s original Alexander, that . 


■ “there was always something spirited and 
interesting in ter manner", with equal force 
to Denley s performance, but too often it 
seemed remote and emotionally tepid. Con- 
versely, Lynne Dawson’s Cleopatra was sen- 
sually hot but lacked the commanding 
technical control of her partner. She was 
at her best in the captivating “Hark! hark! 
he strikes the golden tyre", deliciously 
scored for two flutes, strings, harp and man- 
dolin, with theorbo and organ continuo, and 
the genuinely moving “O take me from this 
hateful light", Cleopatra’s initially unac- 
companied response to news of the deaths 
of Alexander and of her treacherous father 
Ptolemy. Of the other soloists, Caron Mo- 
Faddra did as much as humanly possible 
to raise Aspasia’s airs above the ordinary, 
succeeding notably in “So shall the sweet 
attractive smile” while Michael George 
powerfully underlined Ptolemy’s implaca- 
ble side. Faced with the break-neck speed 
set for “Hateful man!" Charles Daniels ne- 
gotiated the prt^gedco&watoa passages 
without sustaining any obvious hqmy apart 
from possible damage to his Credentials as 
a truly heroic Handelian tenor. 

Andrew Stewart 


Carter ales graffiti as “the most public form 
of sexual iconography”, one that draws its 
power from the mythic scheme that in all 
relations between men and women “than 

* ■ 1 “ ~uBT. Ti 



THEATRE Lulu (adapted by Angela Carter) ^^0 VVlitiTl g’s off the wall 

Harrogate Theatre, Yorkshire cj 

F rank Wedekind was obviously strug- 
gling in his Lulu plays and audiences 

iiaSSSSiS 

WcdL-kinds onpnalplayjr^^ 

Tmgtdy. and 

law Angela Ca™', performed 

stoned tyihc Nawffidljn 

s.inn? remarks from 


mis nw - r , ; — 

of human relations” presented m the 
lurid, brutal and often comic outlines of 
graffiti, that we can see at work in Luhi. 

Picked off the streets as a child flower- 
seller to be seduced and abused by Dr 
Schoeru Lulu becomes a femme fatale 
whose power. Carter says, comes not from 
the mystery of some sititiy depths, but 
from her lightsome transparency - a 
quality here wonderfully wealed m Fed- 
eray Holmes’s heroic performance. Tne 
shew’s first hnagppresenBUilu ass a man- 
nequin. something to be dressed by mem 
And so she Is, in a senes of costumes mat 
accentuate her mdescenc& But tf op part 
of the myth is female control of men s 
desire, the corresponding part is Lulus 


eventual destruction by the apotheosis of 
male hatred. Jack the Ripper. 

This concluding scene is unsparingly 
horrific here. The melodramatic guignol 
of earlier scenes, including Lulu’s shoot- 
ing of Sehoen, can be seen in retrospect 
as the graffiti artist in entertaining mood 
before he sets his pep to its most vicious 
strokes. This is the dissonant, mixed the- 
atrical style that Brecht was to take up and 
improve upon. 

like all rep theatres, Harrogate must 
adjust its programming towards a mean. 
But artistic director Andrew Manley’s 
pragmatism can, as in his juxtaposing of 
Lulu and Pygpialion, produce interestmg 
ideas, especially since each year he always 
includes a show as bold as this. For. the sake 
of theatre in the region and farther .afield, 
it zs to be hoped Harrogate's current fund- 
ing difficulties can be overcome. 

To 3 May. Booking 01423 502116 

Jeffrey Wain wright 
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Whatever you're doing this summer, don't 
leave home without the two person 
Eurohike 220, Britain^ best selling tent. 

It’s incredibly light (3.2Kg), compact 
and quick and easy to erect And, if 
you act now, it’s yours at the special 
offer price of £39.99, plus £4.99 
P&P per tent for delivery within four 
working days of receipt of order. Please 
Freephone 0800 214 890 today br mail the 
coupon to: Tent Special Offer, Millets, Mansard 
Close, Westgate, Northampton NN5 5DL 
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First, and greatest, of Tory 
novelists: Benjamin 
Disraeli addresses the 
House of Commons 
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S ickness is a kind of foreign land - a 
territory with its own rules and rites that 
most people visit now and then. No one 
wishes to return (though many will) as an expat 
on a one-way ticket. And sickroom literature - 
so grievously enriched by Aids - has more in 
common with travel writing than case-histories. 
However bizarre the terrain, reports from the 
country of the ill can only hold their readers if at 
least some of the landmarks look familiar. 

Hence Jean-Dominique Bauby - former 
editor-in-chief of EUe in Paris - had more than 
one mountain to climb when he set out to 
compose a memoir in the wake of the mighty 
stroke he suffered, aged 42, in December 1995. 
The way he did so, while deprived of all speech 
and movement, has already enthralled the global 
media. Left by the utter paralysis of “Locked-In 
Syndrome" with just one mobile eyelid, he used 
it to signal each letter of each word as helpers 
read the alphabet to him. “Crossword fans and 
Scrabble players have a head start" in anticipating 
nascent words, as visitors reel off letters arranged 
according to their frequency in French: 
ESARCNTULOMDPCFBVHGJQZYXKW. 

This, then, is Baub/s despatch from the island 
of Esarintuiom, a lonely colony of Qwertyuiop, 
where other writers live. He published it four days 
before his death on 9 March. This week. Fourth 
Estate issues Jeremy Leggart's translation as The 
Diving-Bell and the Butterfly (£9.99). His news 
comes from an unimaginably distant place: “your 
chances of being caught in this hellish trap are 
about as likely as those of winning the lottery" So 
how can he show us around? 

For the most part, be does so by sticking with 
his old alert, slightly offhand self. This vain and 
driven personality, you feel, changed not one jot 
with disability. On die morning of his stroke, the 
media sultan left “the lithe warm body of a tall 
dark-haired girl" who was not his wife to spend 
the day test-driving a BMW. Having coolly 
consumed the pleasures of health and wealth, 
and just as coolly watched them vanish, he sets 
about restoring them in feats of memory. One 
day. he will sit down to a mental banquet of u a 
dozen snails, a plate of Alsatian sausage with 
sauerkraut, and a bottle of late-vintage golden 
Gewurztraminer”; the next, he will fly to Hong 
Kong and tramp “aeon-bright streets where 
pocket computers and noodle soup are sold". 

As the book records these triumphs of the 
will, its emotional tone stays muted. “I can weep 
discreetly", Bauby admits. The tangled drama of 
his private life - a home abandoned, frantic bids 
to keep the love of two children, a much younger 
girlfriend - barely breaks the surface. Jean-Do 
had no saintly aspirations and, for all his 
gourmet hedonism, not too much sensitivity. Yet 
it's just this ruthless bourgeois equipoise that 
serves him so well as tour-guide to this alien 
planet We can share his outlandish isolation 
precisely because he asks for so little in the way 
of empathy or absolution. At times, the book 
reminded me of the icy clarity Simone de 
Beauvoir brought to her account of Sartre’ s 
descent into blind, incontinent confusion in La 
Ceremonte desAdieux - a rigour that, in its own 
stoic way. crowned a lifetime’s love. 

With Bauby, that stale clichd about the 
"Cartesian logic” of French thought proves true, 
as what's at stake is a total split of mind and 
body. In his prison, Jean-Do really does exist to 
think. The result is a hugely absorbing narrative, 
but not one that touches or uplifts quite as much 
as readers might expect. The state of sickness 
offers some unique sights to literary trippers. 

But you really wouldn't want to live there. 


A cosy 
Left-Liberal 
orthodoxy 
has stunted 
recent British 
fiction. 

D J Taylor 
cuts down the 
pinks 
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What a carve-up 


N ot long ago, at some literary 
junket, I found myself 
locked in solemn discussion 
with a Booker Prize-win- 
ning novelist on the state of 
politics. Perhaps this is too fey a descrip- 
tion for an argument that ended with 
Novelist X simply repeating, with a kind 
of talismanic regularity, the words Mrs 
Thatcher was evil. What does one do in 
such circumstances? I murmured some- 
thing about parliamentary democracies, 
the transparent unelectabflity of the 
Foot-led Labour Party - all the famil- 
iar bromides one comes out with when 
confronted with this sort of Liberal big- 
otry -but it was no good. Mrs Thatcher 
was evil , you see, and that was all there 
was to iL In the end I slunk away. 

One of the dreariest spectacles of 18 
years ofTbiy rule (and I write as a sup- 
porter of the Labour Party) has been the 
sight of some grand literary panjandrum 
- Martin Anus, say, or Julian Barnes - 
rising up to lecture us on the depravity 
of the modern Conservative Party. This 
reaction may seem ungenerous, given 

but It stems from the complete lacfcof 
political awareness displayed by nearly 
every leftish novelist since 1979. Four 
Conservative victories; 14 million votes 
in 1992. Callaghan. Foot, Kinnock 
(twice) all lined up and found wanting. 
An irrevocable shift in the way our 
national life gets conducted, many of 
whose stanchions can be found prop- 
ping up the current Labour Party man- 
ifesto, but no - Mrs Thatcher was evil. 

It is easy enough to ignore such pro- 
nouncements, if only because they have 
no practical effect Would anyone seri- 
ously contemplate voting Labour 
because Julian Barnes advised them to? 


But the consequences of this kind of 
attitude for the novel have been pro- 
foundly depressing. The unreflecting 
anti-Conservatism of writers has had 
three main effects. Most obviously, it 
has produced double standards of the 
kind that pretend to criticise - say - 
Kingsley Amis or Anthony Powell on 
aesthetic grounds while actually deni- 
grating them for being cross-grained 
Old Tories. Second, it has reinforced the 
literary world’s reputation for Hamp- 
stead elitism. Third, and most important 
of all, it has given rise to a particular 
kind of dramatised sociology mas- 
querading as the literary novel. 


I A tract for the times 
can still harbour people 
with some kind of life of 
their own 7 


Tb make this point is not to ignore the 
shelves of popular novels in which hap- 
pily married families of four on £100,000 
ayear relocate to the West Country, and 
Thatcherism is quietly admitted through 
the back door with the Habitat fur- 
nishings; merely to say that in their left- 
wing equivalents the bait is always 
stodgier and much more conspicuous. 
Margaret Drabble's The Witch of 
Exmoor ( Penguin, £6.99) for example, 
features a gang of prosperous bourgeois 
whose abstract interest in social justice 
is given a practical focus by their dead 
mother's wilL It is underpinned by a fan- 


tastic resentment of our contemporary 
“mud of meatless burgers, drifting 
garbage, false coinage, hot vomit, cor- 
ruption, greed, triviality^. And hats off 
to Ms Drabble, you might say, were it 
not that this clamorous note dominates 
to the exclusion of all others and that 
its authentication comes not in charac- 
ter but from racked-up statistics. There 
are only 350 child psychotherapists in 
the whole of Great Britain, the black 
and ethnic population of Somerset hov- 
ers between 0.8 and 1.4 per cent, and 
it’s all the Conservatives’ fault! 

Worse, perhaps, is the fact that Drab- 
ble is still driven to fiiiy by the thought 
that anyone might derive personal 
advantage from whatever skills they 
happen to possess. You leave the book 
with a queer feeling that any kind of suc- 
cess is inherently suspect because it is 
achieved at someone else’s expense. 

The sam e kind of political claustro- 
phobia, more imaginatively expressed, 
can be found In fiction set lower down 
the social scale. Uvi Michael's recent/!// 
The Dark Air (Seeker, £9.99) is a 
painfully honest and warm-hearted 
piece of work, but its point, you feel, is 
much the same as Drabble’s. A dim, 
aimless girl leaves home and picks up 
with a long-admired but Indifferent 
boyfriend who unbends sufficiently to 
get her pregnant and install her in his 
tumbledown house. The book turns into 
a lowering standoff between the con- 
tending claims of his Socialist Worker 
rants and Julie’s naive dabbling in alter- 
native healing. No prizes for guessing 
whose fault it is. The thought that peo- 
ple have the capacity to make choices, 
that not every homeless person is a 
direct result of government policy, is 
washed away on a tide of determiuism. 


Inevitably, Michael’s point - which 
scarcely applies to Drabble’s cargo of 
after-dinner mint-nibblers - is that 
man y ordinary people don’t have the 
ability to make choices, and that this 
inanition is abetted by authority. Yet the 
heroes of great working-class novels of 
the first half of the century by, for exam- 
ple, Robert Tressell and Walter Green- 
wood, managed to transcend the cru- 
cible in which they were conceived. A 

tract for the tunes can still harbour peo- 
ple with some kind of life of their own. 
Look at the actual pofitical arena, and 
all that exists is a hole in the air. Crit- 
ics are fond of pointing out the innate 


nearly always display a shrewder under- 
standing of the way life in England has 
changed in the past 20 years. 

For all the implausibflities of its sto- 


ryline - Europhobic defence minister 
found floating in the Saar, hints of an 


aristo-Fascist plot - Piers Paul Read’s 
new Knights of the Crass (WeidenfekJ & 
Nicolson, £16.99) touches on a theme 


that most serious contemporary writers 


i Most left-wing novels 
read as rf they were written 
by contributors to the 
Guardian letters page? 


superiority of American writing. 
Nowhere is this divide more obvious 
than in the political novel, when the 
native answer to Primary Colors or an 
older work like John Gregory Dunne’s 
The Red, White and Blue lies in the flar- 
ing surfaces and c&ttleprod psychology 
of Michael Dobbs and Edwina Currie. 

Curiously, when a British novelist 
does show some political awareness 
beyond the Thatcher-is-evil reflex, he or 
she nearly always comes from the Right 
For some reason, however old-fash- 
ioned their situations, writers such as 
Max Egremont and Ferdinand Mount 


hardly bother to consider: Europe and Jt‘ 
the national relationships that compli- 
cate its evolution. In those novels that 
consider international themes this ten- 
dency is more pronounced. The mes- 
sage of Timothy Mo’s Brownout on 
Breadfruit Boulevard - that corruption 
in the Philippines is the inhabitants’ 
fault - would have the average left-lean- 
ing expert on South-East Asia gnashing 
his teeth In rage, but as a navel it seems 
much more convincing than the tracts 
such problems usually throw up. 

Meanwhile, what has happened to 
the radical conscience of the English 
novel? With a few exceptions (for exam- 
ple, Jonathan Coe’s What A Carve Up!) 
you feel that it has largely been taken 
over by what might be railed the Hamp- 
stead Redistributive Tendency, to whom 
the last 18 years have brought only a 
series of incalculable defeats in the fight 
for social equity, and who still look the 
other way whenever a politician men- 
tions the word meritocrat. One lesson 
that Margaret Drabble and her imita- 


tors might learn is that not everyone^ 
who voted Conservative between 1979 ' 


and 1997 did so out of simple greed. At 
the moment, though, most left-wing 
novels read as if they were written by 
contributors to the Guardian letters 
page, which is a bad thing for politics 
and for English fiction. 


Independent choice: self-help m\ Nice and grim 
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G rief is so very personal that to 
set out to define in words its 
shades and strands can be highly 
problematic. Easier, perhaps, to 
capture its essence in music or 
painting. “Words just can’t express...”, 
we begin, tentatively, as if any attempt 
at articulating profound loss might 
somehow dilute its intensity. 

Yet in Out Of Me (Viking, £16), her 
moving story of a postnatal breakdown 
following the birth of her second child 
Jesse, Fiona Shaw succeeds in 
engaging us totally. This is a harrowing 
tale, eloquently told, of Shaw’s journey 
to self-understanding through suicidal 
despair. Fust came her realisation that 
“grinning and bearing it” was not an 
option, then her refusal of food 
(“making myself into some terrible 
parody of the baby I had given birth to 
just nine days earlier"). She arrives in 
the Mother and Baby unit of a 
psychiatric hospital, where she is later 
sectioned: a nurse finds her by the 
adjacent railway line and leads her 
indoors “like a naughty child”. 

What followed reads like the 
ultimate nightmare scenario: the 
relentless monitoring and lack of 
privacy, self- harming, 16 sessions of 
ECT Shaw’s account of the latter is 
particularly shocking: the punitive 
treatment, heaped on suffering, 
com pounded her isolation and 
diminishing sense of self Husband 
Hugh, in his diaiy, sees her as “shell- 
shocked” Afterwards, there is no 
polite conversation or shared stories - 
merely “stunned silence", with the tea 
and biscuits and two round red marks 
on the forehead to mark the patients’ 
“complicity" in “this horrible drama". 

"Dien there was the memory loss, a 
major legacy of ECT Shaw writes 
passionately about life at the edge of 
the abyss, how it feels to be rendered 
powerless by “treatment” that seems 
to border on barbarism. Following one 
Christmas visit home, her recall is 


scant “I know nothing of the brush 
and touch of my days with Hugh, Eliza 
and Jesse, not a single breakfast, stoiy, 
bathtime, .tantrum, nappy change or 
cuddle". All the cherished minutiae of 
a life have been wiped out forever. 

After more ECT twice-weeldy 
therapy proved the catalyst which, 
with her writing, has been vital to 
recovery. Her narrative is interwoven 
with others’ observations. But it is her 
voice that shines through, angry yet 
not bitter, hungry for answers, aware 
that the roots of her breakdown were 
planted in her early life. 

In The Bird of My Loving: a 
personal response to loss and grief 
(Michael Joseph, £15.99), Mary 
Sheepshanks writes in a more down- 
to-earth way about multiple losses: the 
death of her baby, the illness and 
death of her husband. She also - 
includes conversations with others 
about how they rebuilt their lives. 

What angered Fiona Shaw most was 
the lack of psychological support. That 
service is lovingly provided by Marie 
de HennezeL a psychologist who 
worked with a team of doctors and 
nurses in a hospital for the terminally 
ffl in Paris. Her book Intimate Death: 
bow the dying teach ns to live (Little, 
Brown, £14.99) is an inspirational 
record of her experiences in the 
hospital's Palliative Care Unit Dying 
is society’s last taboo and this book, in 
its honesty, warmth and humanity, 
helps overcome it. Written with 
compassion and sympathy, the book 
eschews denial, transforming the 
unpalatable into something humane. 

Its simple, anecdotal style illustrates 
how death can bring peace, dignity 
and meaning into lives, enriching both 
patient and carer - unconditional love 
in action. Hie writer encouraged 
patients to live each day as fully as 
possible, and an underlying thread is 
the importance of living in the now. 

Tune ran stretch or shrink 
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Do White Whales Sing at the 
Edge of the World? by Paul 
Wilson, Granta, £15.99 


S ometimes cliches 

illuminate more than any 
clever Dhrase ever cnulri 


Pick of the week 

Out of Me by Fiona Shaw 


according to its context With the 
dying, it is moments that matter. In 
other traumas, like Shaw's postnatal 
breakdown, time can drag or even stop 
altogether. In Elizabeth Kaye’s Mid- 
life: notes from the halfway mark 

/CniiMk n«n 


(Fourth Estate, £12), time seems more 
like an enemy, creeninp tm nn m 


like an enemy, creeping up on us 
unawares like a thief in the night. 

Kaye was 35 when she became' 
aware of a deep sorrow “whose cause 
was not immediately apparent”; she 
alludes to her own growing obsession 
with time, “a diagnostic feature of my 
descent into mid-life crisis”. She 
interweaves her feelings with vivid 
references to places, landscapes, food. 
Her writing is inventive and colourful, 
mixing the sensual and cerebral, 
mesmerised by “life’s choreography, 
by the balletic precision with which 
lives intertwine, by the inexorable 
entrances and exits of friends and 
circumstances, lovers and family”. This 
is a wistful, but by no means depressing 
book about the need to let go - of 
people, expectations, dreams - and the 
futility of looking back. The “good old 
days" , she avers, are a mirage, never as 
good as when they are new. 


clever phrase ever could. 
The words we use most- 
“nice”. “grim”, “fantastic” - 
may prove more apt than any 
inventive adjective. So the fact 
that this book can be summed 
up in a stock sentence - “All 
life is a journey” - is not to be 
sniffed at This tired maxim is 
given fresh meaning by Paul 
Wilson’s disturbing third 
novel. 

Do White Whales Sing at the 
Edge of the World? takes a 
familiar footstepping stoiy - 
20th-century hero traces the 
route of pioneering explorer - 
and twists it into a bleak, 
powerful and, ultimately, 
unfamiliar tale. Wflson 
interweaves the life of Gabriel 
Emerson, growing up in 
northern England during the 
Second World War, with that 
of his namesake, Emerson the 
Elizabethan explorer. Both 
came from the same mining 
town, both were working class 
boys, and both longed to be 
someone and somewhere else. 

Gabriel’s mother died 


giving birth to him, and his 
rather became a caretaker f 


father became a caretaker for 
a hotel-cum-brothel 
frequented by Italian and 
German internees who 
worked in the town. When 
five local boys went missing, 
including Gabriel’s older 
brother, their ramifies 
believed it was the internees 
who had stolen and killed 
them. Young Gabriel 
witnessed the town’s revenge 
- the internees were burnt to 


death in a bam. From that 
day, he did not speak and he 
is put in a local home for the w- 
“feeble-minded”. To escape, • 
Gabriel recreates in bis mind 
the Elizabethan Emerson’s 
final voyage in search of the 
North West Passage, 

“sustained by a journey in a 
singing sea of ice". 

The Elizabethan Emerson 
is said to have written to his 
son, “Sometimes, not going is 
the death. Sometimes, not 
setting off is the betrayal”. For 
both Emersons, stillness is 
tantamount to (tying. Gabriel’s 
incarceration, Emerson’s men 
trapped in the Arctic ice: both 
are harbingers of death. The 
white whales of the title 
continue innocently feeding in 
a Ijord as the mouth freezes 
over. Soon, the ice reaches so 
far that the whales cannot 
hold their breath long enough | 
to escape under it into the 
open sea. The ice grows over 
them until they suffocate. 

If all life is a journey, 
anything that lives must be on 
the move. In this novel, 
motions, large or small, are 
the lungs of fife. But all 
journeys have an ending, and 
Gabriel’s home is closing 
down. He has nowhere to go 
except towards death. 

Refusing to leave, he 
surrenders to the cold, like his 
namesake, and is frozen - 
immobilised - by the icc. 
Sometimes the book threatens 
to strangle itself on excessive 
symbolism, and its bleakness 
can be tiying. These journeys 
are uncomfortable paths to 4 
tread - and read. Do H'hite 
Whales Sing at the Edge of the 
World ? is not a nice novel, but 
it is grim and fantastic. 
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More Cola than 



Sunil Khilnani takes a literary tour of India, where 
^ English writing blossoms as the Raj roses fade 



A lways beguiling, exotic, fragrant, 
contradictory, and now in “the 
middle of tumultuous change”: 
welcome to India!, Granta’s lat- 
est release. Wrapped in the 
amiable kitsch of Hindi cinema, bursting 
with stars, this special edition - together 
with Gita Mehta's assembled m usings - 
signal open season on India. Just in case 
you haven’t worked out why, Mehta's 
book includes a political chronology 
whose entry for 1997 reads: “India cele- 
brates 50 years as a sovereign democracy''. 

Irresistible opportunities for publishers 
apart, India's fiftieth year is in fact a good 
moment to reflect on the modem coun- 
try’s history, what it means and why it mat- 
ters. The reason lies in India's politics, 
which are the explicit or implicit back- 
ground to almost all the writing here: 
After 50 years of steadfast democracy, the 
deeply transforming effects of the demo- 
cratic idea have begun to create a world 
that is rapidly escaping both the imprint 
of the Raj and the expectations of the 
nationalist generation that brought India 
to freedom. 

At Independence, Nehru and his fellow 
nationalists set India the improbable task 
of trying to achieve simultaneously goals 
which elsewhere had followed in 
sequence. They were the development of 
a self-sufficient industrial economy, the 
creation of a just social order, and the 
operation of a stable constitutional 
democracy, all within a society commit- 
ted to tolerating its unparalleled differ- 
ences. As Ian Jack notes in his Gnmta 
introduction whether or not India will 
succeed in this project “remains the 
greatest conundrum of its future and 
v ours”, not least because of the sheer num- 
/' bers whose lives depend on the outcome. 
These two collections aim to register - 
and even make sense of -the invigorat- 
ing and bewildering commotion that 
democratic politics have made of modern 


Incfia! Hie Golden Jubfee: Grania 57 
edited by fan Jack, Granta/Penguih, £7.99 
Snakes and Ladders: a view of modem 
Intfia by Gita Mehta, Seeker, £14.99 


India. “Here at last is a key to modem 
India,” the blurb to Gita Mehta's book 
invites us to believe. Grama makes no 
such rash promise nor, wisely, does.it 
claim a representative brief. It sets out 
simply to celebrate the huge variety of 
interests and styles of English writing that 
Indians have produced or that India has 
stimulated in others, and takes in writers 
who range in age from thirtysomethings 
to nonagenarians. 



Yet, although both books implicitly 
claim access to India through the English 
language, the position of English in India 
is itself changing- It continues as the lan- 
guage of industry and administration, but 
has a much more uneasy political and cul- 
tural life. English has burst into flower as 
an Indian literary language at the very 
moment when it is arguably ceasing 


to be a language of power or of feeling. 

There is a great deal to enjoy- and be 
provoked by - in this Grama issue, even 
if it does round up many of the usual sus- 
pects. The grand old men are here: Nrrad 
Chaudhuri (a stiff party piece on how he 
perfected his own Fngt&h, the dosest that 
either book comes to worrying over the 
matter of language), R K Narayan, V S 
Naipaui (pages from the diary out of 
which emerged^ Wounded Civilization ), 
Ved Mehta. So too are the old India hands 
- Ian Jack himself, Trevor Fishlock, Philip 
Knightley, Mark Tully, James Buchan, Jan 
Morris. And there is a sprinkling of 
Indian writers in En glish . Vikram Seth's 
contribution, a model of self-restraint, is 
a three-line poem: did Jack exercise an 
editorial whip? 

But there are also some striking and 
less familiar women's voices. Urvashi 
Butalia tackles the most difficult subject 
for any Indian writer, the experience of 
Partition - an event without an archive 
that lives only in family memories. Suketu 
Mehta has a chilling and humane piece 
on Bombay in the heyday of the Hindu 
nationalist Shiv Sena, with some typically 
gritty photographs of the city's toilers by 
Sebastiao Salgado. There is also an 
exoeipt from the life story of Viramma, 
an untouchable woman, and the (glori- 
ously overwritten) opening of Arundbati 
Roy’s forthcoming novel. 

The India hands sent to scout the 
changes file some substantial reports, as 
interesting for what they say about how 
Britain views its former imperial jewel as 
about contemporary India. The most 
ruffled of these is William Dabymple's 
piece on Bihar, which excitably sees the 
disintegration of the state there as a pre- 
monition of India’s future. What is no 
doubt intended as a sardonic portrait of 
Bihar's Chief Minister - in Dabymple’s 
picture, a groin-scratching, lolling par- 
venu, desecrating the once-neat rose gar- 



Bollywood film poster (above) and (left) details from The Padshahnama (c 1635) rHormmuHi- it< inaiji orant archive 


den of the British governors residence 
into a crude farm - veers into outraged 
caricature. James Buchan has an excel- 
lently observed piece on the ruined val- 
ley of Kashmir, but he lets himself down 
at the end, when his judgement goes 
slightly AWOL. By contrast, Trevor 
Fishlock, who travels in Gujarat on the 
trail of Mahatma Gandhi’s elusive spirit, 
manages a finer poise. 

All the pieces resonate with a sense of 
shock at the speed and scale of the 
changes that are working through India. 
There is a wistful twinge, not for the Raj 
(the sensibilities are too sophisticated for 
that), but for bow India was on these writ- 
ers’ first assignments, two decades or less 
ago. That now appears as “an unreach- 
able era”, as Ian Jack notes, of 
anglophilia, austerity, and of Congress 
Party rule. 

Several pieces convey the sense of a cul- 
ture beleaguered by rising and uncivil 
forces. On one hand the dark and unpre- 


dictable rhythms of ancient passion - 
caste, religion and community: on the 
other, an avidity for the gaudy tinsel of 
modem commercial life. It would have 
been nice to dwell also on some of the 
other passions millions of Indians delight 
in: an on-drive by Sachin Tendulkar, say, 
or Madhuri Dixit’s physique. 

If there is something doughty about the 
Crania collection. Gita Mehta's contri- 
bution to the jubilee festivities is doughy. 
This potluck of journalistic clippings fails 
to rise into a book. It stereotypes her as 
a purveyor of stereotypes, always a 
saleable genre when it comes to India. 
When, almost two decades ago. Mehta 
turned this method to a portrayal of for- 
eigners, the result was Karma Cota, a 
series of hilariously acid portraits of 
Westcraeis stumbling over their back- 
packs in search of mystic India. Now she 
turns to her fellow Indians, updates the 
old stereotypes, and intersperses them 
with fillers on Indian quirks and political 


episodes. (She reserves much of her 
venom for Indira Gandhi, who axed the 
political career of her father, once among 
Nehru’s blue-eyed boys.) 

Mehta has in the past shown herself to 
be a seductive storyteller. In this book, by 
her own confession, she is unable to find 
any story to tell. The effect is a series of 
false starts, thoughts which neither lead 
anywhere nor crystallise into a permits. 
Her nervy impatience disables reflection 
or argument; her method relics on allu- 
sion and evocation, but here this accen- 
tuates her own indecision over what she 
really thinks about India. 

There is also a deeper problem of tone. 
She doesn’t want to be flip and she’s too 
cool to gush. She ends up by jettisoning the 
acid of Karma Cola in favour of her own 
mystical reconciliation with India - a 
watery nationalist chic. She would have 
been better advised to use her talents us a 
waspish satirist by making America her 
subject. This book was not a good idea. 


Dragon's blood 


in paradise 


Annabel Freyberg voyages to the 
1 end of the earth 


L ike many Englishmen before him, 
Tim Mackintosh-Smith has fallen 
in love with a faraway country and 


urn 

k— in love with a faraway countiy and 
been tempted to express his love m 
print. TJntypically. his acquaintance 
with Yemen, in the heel of Arabia,' is 
not slight or even temporaiy. His home 
since 1982 has been a seven-storey mud 
town-house in Sanaa, the capital, and 
the depth of his experience shows. 

Medieval history, prc-lslamic myth 
the gossip of the marketplace, pobu« 

and personal experience have aUbeen 

pressed into a rartlingiy funny, learned 
and readable impression of a place 
where “the past is not another coun- 
try”, nor merely a few centuries oii 
Some families can trace theirhneage 
back to Adam: ofl is extracted bvmw 
same area as the frankincense and 
myrrh route (ruined by the 
Christianity in Rome); and the glon 
ous Marib Dam. whose collapse i m the 
6th century led to a great dMndof 
wealthy farmers throughout Arabia 
was only replaced ten years ago by a 

n Ma S S 

Earned of .he 
ter by a soothsayer, made his son Sap 
him at public so he could chum ' he tad 
b£n insulted, sell the dam»d mow 

, symbolised a tost Arab unity 
7 wNmnnCQ nlDU 


Yemen: travels in dictionary land by Tim 

Mackintosh-Smith, John Murray £18 


a lost *‘‘‘7- , f 
[els susceptible to 
c his infatuant 


and the strange misshapen red globule 
his father told him was the blood of an 
Arabian dragon (there are.oocasional, 
welcome shades of Bruce Cbatwin), but 
equally entertained by reality. After 
two years studying Arabic at Oxford, he 
is unable to askfus way to the lavatory, 
but tickled by the imaginative possibility 
of a phrase such as “Your words reveal 
the buttocks of your meanings”, or that 
his motorbike is called a “fiery bicycle”. 

Tim Mackintosh-Smith's choice of 
Yemen for his univexsityyear abroad was 
governed by the thrilling recreation of 
Sanaa’s suq at tbeMuseum of Mankind 
in London. He chose well Thanks to a 
suspicious Imam who resisted the oil- 
men’s advances in the 1940s, Yemen is 
the only country on the Arabian penin- 
sula not to have succumbed to grossly 
speeded-up modernity. Not'that old cus- 
toms have turned it into a museum. 
Since his arrival, Mackintosh -Smith has 
witnessed war. revolution, the reunifi- 
cation of North and South Yemen 
(twice) and the arrival of some million 
Yemenis thrown out of Saudi Arabia 
when Yemen incautiously sided with 
Iraq during the Gntf 

Although he writes well about the 
vertiginous terraced highlands, his 
heart lies in the bustle of Sanaa, the city 
of which the prophetwrote: “There are 
three earthly paradises. Merv of Khur- 
sasan, Damascus of Syria, and Sanaa 
of Yemen. And Sanaa is the paradise 
of these paradises.” In a. far from 
f tranquil century, Sanaa lost half its 



Map of the Arabian Peninsula by Denys Baker 


no his infatuation wth the (Arab 
to a fascination with his grano- 

^Sjoric’ntalwatcicolours 


population from starvation in a siege 


ml905, while in 1948 it wassacked by 
250.000 tribesmen to avenge the assas- 
sination of the oil-shy Imam. His son 


never lived in Sanaa again. 

Here he can indulge in the daily rit- 
ual of qat, as much of the population 
spends the afternoon chewing them- 
selves into a mildly narcotic state. For 
centuries qat has been accused of cor- 
rupting the nation, and the author puts 
up a bracing defence of its use which 
. almost convinces. Not so his belief that 
keeping women out. of the public 
domain is probably for their benefit. 

Hk final chapter Is about a trip to the 


“end of the earth”, the inaccessible 
Island of Suqutra, a third of whose exotic 
flora is unique. There, he reaches an 
understated frill circle when he climbs 
a. weird-looking, fan-vaulted dragon's 
Hood tree, whose resin was once in great 
demand as a dye for violin varnish - and 
remembers his father's lump of it. “It is 
a book” states his introduction, “which, 
I admit, treads a thin line between seri- 
ousness and frivolity”. This is exactly 
h nm. 


what makes it such 


Hooray for Bollywood 


Maya Jaggi on sex and violence beside the Arabian Sea 


Love and Larging in Bombay 
by Vikram Chandra, Faber, £12.99 


I n this compelling collection of linked 
stories. Vikram Chandra has forsaken 
the mythological gods of his epic first 
novel. Red Earth and Pouring Rain, for the 
more quotidian strivings of Bombay city- 
dwellers. Spanning genres from the ghost 
story to detective fiction, the five intriguing 
tales explore grief and loss alongside the 
love and longing of the title. 

In “Dharma", a general whose missing 
leg begins to ache confronts a child-ghost - 
not the kite-flying brother he unknowingly 
pushed to his death, but his own repressed 
boyhood guilL In “Art ha”, a Muslim 
programmer on the trail of a computer 
vims loses his gay lover to the gangster 
underworld, while in “Shanti”. a man 
mourns his twin, killed in communal riots. 

As Subramaniyam, the retired civil 
servant who spins these talcs to a fellow- 
drinker in a Bombay bar. insists: “Some 
people meet their ghosts, and some don’t. 
But we’re all haunted by them.” Chandra 
skilfully layers and textures each story 
with sub-plots and slippages in lime, 
splicing the present with what the general 
of “Dharma” sees as “the poisonous seep 
of memory”. 

In “Kama”, the most resonant tale, a 
Sikh police inspector uncovering the banal 
lonely-hearts cravings of a murdered man. 
along with the sinister Hindu fanaticism of 
his son, struggles with his own erotic 
memories and self-disgust at his job - the 
backhanders, and the violence against 
suspects that estranged his wife. In a 
remarkable sex scene with her, which 
melds physical pleasure with emotional 
tumult, fas fleeting recollection of their 
first time together vies with the despairing 
knowledge that this will be their last. 

The book is filled with such small 
epiphanies. In “ShaktT. a shopkeeper’s 
daughter turned air hostess, married to an 
unlikely suitor (“USA-returned and all, but 
from some place called Utah”) achieves a 
strategic ascent up the affluent slopes of 
Malabar Hill.She finds her way barred by a 
cocktail-circuit rival who flaunts a “careless 


imperfection ... that can’t be learnt, only 
grown with the hone". As her poet son falls 
for her rival’s daughter, she secs with a 
sense of hitter justice that “getting what 
you wanted from the world meant that your 
own struggles became grubby and 
irrelevant to your children”. 

Bombay emerges vibrantly as a city 
haunted by gangsterism and simmering 
communal violence, and riven with 
distinctions of religion, ethnicity and class. 
As the Bombay-born Sikh policeman 
reflects when he is warned off a case: 
“There were outsiders and outsiders." 
Snobberies between old and new money 
find expression in bilious envy at the 
perfect crease in another man’s trousers, 
while gay lovers long for a place to meet 
other than the beach, in a city with the 
most expensive real estate in the world. 

Yet Bombay's tiered exclusions give 
rise to hope as well as envy. Faced with a 
silk-clad artist's “expensive English- 
medium arrogance", his rayon-shirted 
rival feels only “the eternal dazzlement of 
the outsider”’ 

Attempting a vast range of characters, 
from the Malabar Hill elite of Dolly 
Bnatwailah and Cyrus Rcadymoney, to the 
Bollywood-crazed Frankie Furtudo - 
assistant station master but “really a 
movie star” - Chandra occasionally falters. 
A sub-plot involving a Malabar Hill 
cleaning woman fails to come to life. Yet 
the book's appeal lies partly in its 
optimism. Despite an undertow of 
loneliness and mortality, moments of 
clarity make these short stories journeys 
towards freedom and peace. The telling 
and hearing of tales. Chandra insists, can 
heal and exorcise. As one character says, 
what is death but “the world stripped of 
all its fictions”. 

The titles - “Dharma” “Shakti”, 
“Kama”. “Artha”, “Shanti” or, loosely, 
faith, power, love, meaning, peace - 
remain untranslated. Chandra belongs to a 
confident generation of Indian writers in 
English who feel little compulsion to gloss. 
On the evidence of these absorbing 
stories, that confidence seems more than 
justified. 
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Paperbacks 



By Christopher Hirst and Emma Hagestadt 


Life on the Screen by Sherry 
Turkic i Phoenix. £7.99) To 
ail bui the anorak brigade, 
this in-depth analysis of 
“identity in the age of the 
Internet” may he somewhat 
excessive to requirements. It 
is hand to imagine many 
readers eager to slog through 
350 tiuht-packed pages about 
Ml'Ds fMuIti-User 
Domains!*), such as “Dred's 
Bar on LamhdaMOCT, and 
the sad virtual personalities 
who inhabit them. Very 
occasionally, something of 

interest crops up. Deckard, 
the hero of Bladerwmer, 
turns out to be a practitioner 
of a modified version of the 
Turing Test invented by the 
mathematician to distinguish 
machines from humans. 

The Hat of Victor Noir by 
Adrian Mathews (Fourth 
Estate. £6.99) A black 
Brazilian called Babalu 
hides out in Pere Lachaise 
cemetery with his pet 
mouse. A white Brit called 
Philip sits at home and 
stares at his Conran chair. 
What brings them together? 
A bilk i doux left at the tomb 
of Victor Noir, Paris's 
patron saint of unrequited 
lovers. Not. as you might 
expect, the plot of a bizarre 
French novel, just a first 
novel in need of some 
judicious editing. Good on 
Paris in the springtime: less 
good on everything else. 

The Land Where the Blues 
Began by Alan Lomax 
(Minerva. £8.99) The smell 
of the Mississippi, “southern 
America in liquid form”, is 
almost palpable in this oral 
history of the Delta Blues by 
a leeendaty musicologist. In 
the segregated Forties. 

Lomax risked beatings or 
worse from bluesmen both 
famous and obscure, 
recording their stark, 
haunting music on 
impossibly bulky equipment. 
This is a book of talk about 
hard times, occasional!}' 
segueing into song. But joy 
keeps bubbling, as in the 
delightful exchange between 
Sonny Boy Williamson and 
Big Bill Broonzy. 


The Secret Life of the Seine 
by Mort Rosenblum 
(Robson, £8.99) Exploring 
the great river from source 
to sea is a wonderful idea 
and Rosenblum has done his 
research (he lives on a boat 
in Paris). As a top foreign 
correspondent, he can 
certainly write - so why is 
this work so annoying? 
Distressingly pleased with 
himself, Rosenblum is a 
stranger to restraint. One of 
the most toe-curling 
examples is his gleeful 
account of a fellow 
American on his boat 
bellowing “Envy me!" to 
goggle rs on a bateau mouche. 
It’s sad - there’s a good book 
hiding in here somewhere. 

The Stories of Tobias Wolff 
(Bloomsbury, £7.99) Tobias 
Wolff writes about Vietnam 
vets, adulterous academics 
and second-hand car 
salesmen. Hacking it out in 
the backwoods of Oregon 
and Northern California, 
they experience minor 
epiphanies in “Denny's” 
restaurants, bur then go 
home and watch TV anyway. 
This collection, which brings 
together Wolffs first two 
volumes of short stories and 
his prize-winning novella, 

The Barracks Thief shows 
him to be just as good as - 
and more likeable than - 
fellow minimalists Andre 
Dubus and Richard Ford. 

The Life and Times of Mary 
Ann McCracken by Mary 
McNeill (Blackstaff Press, 
£9.99) Sister of the more 
famous Henry Jay 
McCracken (executed for his 
part in the Irish Rebellion of 
1798), Mary Ann McCracken 
had talent in fistfuls. As a 
teenager she set up her own 
muslin business and 
organised fashionable harp 
competitions. In adulthood 
she devoted herself to 
Belfast's poor and the cause 
of women's education. This 
beautifully old-fashioned 
biography is so admirably 
written that for a few heady 
moments you think you've 
got the complexities of Irish 
history taped 


Audiobooks 



L istening to Blair Brown's 
cool, calm and collected 
reading of Michael 
Crichton's latest nailbiting 
tcchnothrillcr Airframe 
(Random House. 4hrs. 

£1 1.^) made a dawn drive 
front Oxford to Newcastle 
pass in a flash. The way back 
uus spent equally enjoyably 
with John Shrapnel’s vivid 
evocation of the eccentric 


but intensely attractive 
characters of Arthur Quiller 
Couch's True Tilda ( Hodder, 
2hrs, £7.99). 

“But where do we get 
these tapes?" you write. Any 
good bookshop now keeps 
audiobooks and should be 
able to order for you. The 
Talking Bookshop at il 
Wigmorc Street, London 
Wl, is a mecca for audio 
converts: Harrods has 
listening booths. Libraries 
are a cheap way of hearing 
the full length ones. Finally, 
the Talking Book Club (0171 
731 6262) has a hire service 
which includes an excellent 
and constantly updated 
catalogue. 

Christina Hardyment 



Marcel Proust ‘Life’s a beach, and then you die’ 


Search for the hero 


R eading these books together 
forces you to believe in 
opposites. De Botton 
engages with his subject out 
of affection. Dyer out of an irritation 
not quite splendid enough to be 
called rage. De Bolton employs 
humour and whimsy; Dyer is relent- 
lessly cross and complaining. De 
Botton sees the good. Dyer the bad. 
When you stop comparing and put 
them side by side, you get a self- 
portrait of the modern male writer 
thrashing about in ambivalence, torn 
between the need for literary heroes 
and the need, having built them up, 
to punch them down. 

Not all male authors, obviously, 
believe that writing a book involves 
oedipai struggle, the slaying of the 
apparently omnipotent father; but fol- 
lowing Dyer on his tortured quest to 
pin down D H Lawrence, you do sus- 
pect that you’re dealing with the 
wounding and resurrection of a figure 
in Dyer’s own fantasy. This, of course, 
was how Lawrence worked The land- 
scapes he described were simultane- 
ously accounts of his own souL Dyer 
is a disciple following is the footsteps 
of his cher maitrv. Enumerating his 
blisters is part of his traveller’s tale. 

Alain de Botton gets close to 
Proust without being overwhelmed. 
He dances back a pace or two. 
between rapture and detachment, 
knows how to flirt with the old man 
as well as mock and tease him. His 
book had me frequently laughing out 
loud, as well as passionately dis- 


Michele Roberts relishes some 
fragments of madeleine 


Haw Proust Can Change Your Ltfe by 
Alain de Botton, Picador, £12.99 
Out of Sheer R^e: m the shadow of 
DH Lawrence by Gee# Dyer, 

Little, Brcwn, £16.99 

agreeing with him on occasion, and 
that’s a pleasure to cherish. His 
work is characterised by lightness of 
touch and tongue in cheek. /n Search 
of Lost Tune , he suggests, can be 
boiled down to a how-to book: “Ear 
from a memoir traciag the passage 
of a more lyrical age, it was a prac- 
tical, universally applicable story 
about how to stop wasting, and 
begin appreciating one’s life." Read- 
ing Proust, according to de Botton, 
can make us feel very much better. 

It began, he tells us, with Proust’s 
father, a good bourgeois who was 
epaid by his son’s namby-pamby 
inability to become a stockbroker, 
but was himself the bestselling 
author of 34 volumes, among them 
Elements of Hygiene, aimed at 
teenage girls. “Dr Proust proposed 
regular exercise and included a num- 
ber of unstrenuous examples - 
jumping off wails... bopping about... 
swinging one’s arm... and balancing 
on one foot."' He advised on the cor- 
rect posture for sewing and warned 
of the dangers of corsets. 

Young Marcel confided to his 


maid Celeste that he wished he 
could do as much for his own read- 
ers. What he did do, his faithful dis- 
ciple suggests, is show us how to use 
our reading to recognise and iden- 
tify people and types and feelings 
weVe either not enountered before 
or have forgotten. The pleasure of 
reading Indudethe pleasures of the 
outer as well as the inner world. “In 
How to Take Your Time", de Bot- 
ton shows how Proust could dream 
up epics from brief press announce- 
ments or from adverts for soap: a les- 
son to stand and stare a little more. 

“How to Suffer Successfully” dis- 
cusses illness, whether hypochon- 
driacal or terminal, as inspiration, 
and wittily dissects Proust's rela- 
tionship with his over-attentive 
mother as well as his taste m under- 
pants and his predilection for con- 
stipation. “How lb Be A Good 
Friend” recommends self-denial and 
total concentration on the other. For 
young men brought up to be egotis- 
tical, this might be sound counsel 
but, equally, it reads like a recipe for 
keeping power by concealing it. 

Close friendship, based on trust, 
requires occasional risk-taking and 
vuinerabilily. Deluging your friends 
with bouquets and lunches while act- 
ing as their father confessor, which 
was Proust’s practice, won’t neces- 
sarily make them feel intimate with 


you. They might just take the orchids 
and foie gras and run. Proust doubted 
he was loveable and did not want 
people to know him too welL 
It’s hard to keep a straight face 
when de Botton excitedly informs us 
that Proust discovered that not just 
palaces but also kitchens could be 
places of beauty. Er, yes. All these 
morsels of wisdom are served up as 
gracefully as fragments of madeleine 
cooked in tisane, and, like that 
famous titbit, they provoke a plea- 
sure no less profound for being 
transient, That, as de Botton knows, 
is what Proust would have wished. 

Where Proust wanted against lit- 
erary tourism, Geoff Etyer lashes 
himself into a state of indecision, 
uncertain whether in write non-fic- 
tion or a noveL He ends up embark- 
ing on a kind of Iiteraiy pilgrimage 
which constantly threatens to end in 
tears before bedtime. Shadowing 
Lawrence, he’s written the shadow 
of a book, all the bits and pieces nor- 
mally excised from conventional 
critical or biographical works. After 
a while, the self-absorption and self- 
pity become irritating 
LuckOy, in his baggage Dyer also 
carries a mocking intelligence. When 
he’s discussing Lawrence’s letters, say, 
or bis loathing of academics, he’s fiery 
and brisk. But when he’s dragging 
around Italy moaning about awful 
foreigners, you want to recommend 
to him that he reads some Proust and 
discovers how not to be bored and 
waste his time and yours. 


Wrinkly 

continent 

Christopher Harvie 
on Euro-pessimism 

A Grand Illusion? An essay on Europe by 
Tony Judt, Penguin, £6.99 

A nd now, what will become of us 
without barbarians? They were a 
kind of solution." The Romans, m 
CavafV’s poem, found barbarians nec- 
essary. When ours exited in 1989, much 
triumphalism was heard, not just from 
capitalists but liberal theorists such as 
Ralf Dahrendorf. Eight years on, in this 
elegant essay, Tony Judt is anything but 
soothing to the hungover tenants of the 
Gorbachev European Home. 

judt’s Europesrimism has three mam 
prongs. First, the European Union 
evolved not from idealism but to nego- 
tiate ways out of national predica- 
ments. The most important - the divi- 
sion of Germany - no longer applies. 
Second, Mitteleuropa lacks the wealth 
and cohesion to be more than a pen- 
sioner of the Greater German co- 
prosperity zone. Third, globalisation 
and the dismantling of welfare states - 
demanded, ironically, by the 
Maastricht criteria - are creating new 
inequalities. This “bourgeois regional- 
ism" in favour of the haves, and poverty 
and instability on Europe's borders, 
creates the neo-nationalist atmosphere 
out of which crawl the Le Pens. 

Judt’s analysis has two lacunae: 
democracy and technology. The EU has 
given West Europe more than 20 years 
in which ethnic authoritarianism - 
Salazar, Franco, Greek colonels - have 
been ruled out This political condom 
has actually checked the Le Pens while 
facilitating a benign politics of the 
environment and of gender equality. 

As for technology, its effects are both 
negative and positive. They include the 
vacuous philistinism of the McWorld. 
But there's a sense that, since Cher- 
nobyl, national frontiers no longer con- 
strain. A new environmental consensus 
could match information technology 
with flexible civic republicanism, rooted 
in European structures so far created. 

Judt’s analysis owes a lot to Alan Mil- 
ward’s The European Rescue of the 
Nation State (1992), a far from starry- 
eyed view of the Rome Treaty’s pre- 
history. Yet the Europe of 1957- with- 
out computers, mass motor and air 
transport, the pill the transistor - was 
in many ways far closer to that of the 
Kaiser and Czar. 

Modern history broke through the 
Wall in 1989, and evicted the comfort- 
ing amnesia in which the German eco- 
nomic miracle - Europe’s paradigm - 
had flourished. But Judt’s account, 
sharply and engagingly written, is still 
restricted. He imagines Europe in 2010 
menaced by a “huge, frustrated, bored, 
unproductive and ultimately unhealthy 
population of old people" (meaning 
ME as a Hell’s Grandpa), overlooking 
the capital and voluntary effort wrin- 
klies can supply to society. And racial 
punch-ups in places like Prenzlauer 
Berg in Berlin don’t necessarily predi- 
cate a Europe-wide confrontation. 

Judt predicts a coupling of German 
inertia with ideological blandness that 
■will lead a dysfunctional continent into 
a succession of “little local difficulties". 
There is truth in this, but also in the lit- 
tle local opportunities that co-operative 
federalism has generated. After almost 
two decades surveying Britain and Ger- 
many, I would still bet on the opportu- 
nities - helped along by a slug of 
Anglo-Saxon rule-breaking. Europes- 
simism is — despite Judt's liveliness — a 
pathologically gloomy condition. 
Euroscepticism is Lord Rees-Mogg. 
Give Euro-opportunism a chance! 



Queen of tarts 

Joan Smith tracks a Wolf into virgin territory 


E 'cnihing about Naomi 
VVoIfs new book suggests it 
i* going in be racy stuff. A 
woman * naked torso stretches 
lancorously from top to bottom of 
ihe cover, overprinted with one of 
i!:o>ie pejorative words, this lime 
Promiscuities, which feminist 
writers delight in reclaiming. As 
.» title, it promises radical read- 
ings. not just j re-imerpreuition 
Jhe longing for multiple sexual 
experience but a now way of 
«h inking about desire. 

Th:*. impression is reinforced by 
ir.e -uh-tiile. with its knowing 
rule rcnce to another Secret His- 
tory - that of Procopius, the 
Greek historian who chronicled 
the excesses of the Byzantine 
emperor Justinian and his wife 
Theodora. Inside, in her intro- 
duction. Wolf picks up the theme 
o. transgression, arguing that 
"our sexual histories are often 
tapestries pitched around great 
areas of silence”. Women who 
w.;rc acknowledge a sexual “past" 
are scapegoated, she sjivs, in a 
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Promiscuities: a secret history of 
female desire by Naomi Wolf, 
Chatto & Windus, £12 . 99 

process that whips the rest of us 
- the “good" girls - into line. 

The answer, she argues, is to 
recover the “slut" who walks 
alongside us like a shadow self. 
She writes that “It will not be safe 
for us to live comfortably in our 
skins until we say: you can no 
longer separate us out from one 
another. We are nil bad giris". 
The way she chooses to do this is 
by revealing the sexual histories 
of herself and some of her friends, 
women who grew up together in 
San Francisco in the 1970s. 

Intercut with these stories arc 
passages of anthropology and 
history, intended to demonstrate 
that the contempt for female sex- 
uality Wolf and her contempo- 
raries discovered is specific to a 
time and place - the US West 
Coast at the height of the sexual 
revolution. These sit oddly 
togethcr. from an account of 
Wolfs successful attempt to fight 
off a lecherous professor to a dis- 
cussion of attitudes to desire in 
the Holy Roman Empire, Native 
American culture or “ancient 
Chinese civilisations" 

These sketchy accounts of 
other times, other places, arc 
necessary to protect the book 
from the charge that it is - like 


Wolf s The Beauty Myth - a piece 
of disguised autobiography. So 
self-obsessed is Promiscuities that 
it seems to exist for the most part 
without context, its angry rhetoric 
engaging with female desire as 
though Wolf is an explorer step- 
ping boldly into virgin territory. She 
simply does not know, it seems, 
who or what has gone before. 

Yet the book's core question - 
how girls and women can succeed 
in defining themselves sexually in 
a culture which stigmatises the 
free expression of female desize 

- has been at the heart of femi- 
nist debate for the past three 
decades. This is true both of the 
private sphere Wolf writes about 

- female friends, and in the more 
structured forum of 1970s con- 
sdauates&-raising groups -and in 
a wealth of published material. 

Women have been grappling 
with the problem of reclaiming 
the sexual self in texts as diverse 
as Anais Nin’s diaries, in which 
she constructed a defiantly sexual 
persona for public consumption, 
and the work of Nancy Friday and 
Shere Hite on female sexuality. 
The same inquiry is at the heart 
of Linda Fiorcntino’s role in John 
Dahl’s film The Last Seduction. 
the recent lesbian thriller Bound. 
Susannna Moore’s controversial 
erotic novel In The Cut and 
almost everything Madonna has 
ever said or' done. 



What’s the story? 

Guy Mannes-Abbott on a florid fabulist 


Naomi Wolf: ‘we are all bad girls' photograph: phhjpmeech 


This is not to claim that the 
problem has been solved, or that 
there is nothing left to say. What 
it does mean is that the subject ■ 
requires more than Wolfs artless 
solipsism: this is a volume, after 
all. which devotes an entire chap- 
ter to how she chose her wedding 
dress. For a book entitled Promis- 
cuities , Wolfs account of her 
own sexual hisloTy is rather 
pedestrian but it reinforces the 
impression, gleaned from her 
two earlier works, that her most 


compelling subject is herself. 

In that sense, the book reveals 
more about the state of American 
feminism - its preference for per- 
sonalities and its seemingly end- 
less taste for confessional litera- 
ture - than its ostensible focus. 
What it emphasises, like her ear- 
lier volumes, is that Naomi Wolf 
has almost everything - passion, 
anger, self confidence - an author 
needs. What she does not have, 
as Promiscuities makes painfully 
clear, is ideas. 


A Way of Being Free by Ben Okri, 
Phoenix House, £12 ' 

B en Okri has kept at least one eye 
pointed towards the Infinite while 
composing these non-fiction 
pieces over the past decade. It makes 
for singularly utopian convictions. In 
novels like The Famished Road and 
Dangerous Love , Okri was unashamedly 
metaphysical and ecstatic in appetites 
and language. Humanity and its cre- 
ative potential are at stake here, with 
Okri arguing that “a sense of beauly, 
of justice, of the inter-connectedness of 
all things* can redeem and free us. 

Throughout these 12 pieces, he is 
keen to defend his “frontier people of 
the uncharted and the unknown". He 
means poets, artists and storytellers, 
whom he regards as the barometers of 
an age. He writes that “in a fractured, 
broken age ._ we need mystery and a 
reawoken sense of wonder." In a scep- 
tical era, we must insist on uncon- 
strained visions of the future. 

The vessel for Okrfs hope is “story" 
and one of his sources is the great 
Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe. 
Achebe has argued that “the mind and 
will belong first and foremost to the 
domain of stories** but he harnessed 
that creativity to specific ends - the 
rehabilitation of colonised cultures. 
Okri, however, writes without bounds 
about “The JoysofStotytdling'’ in three 
pieces at the core of this collection. 

What are the joys of storytelling? Be 
warned: in Okri’s hands, terms like joy 
and story are capacious to the point of 


occasional inanity. It’s as if there is one 

succinct essay awaiting extraction from 

these pieces. That essay would include 
two essential joys; the “artistic discov- 
ery” of telling and the “imaginative 
identification" of listening. “The first 
involves exploration and suffering and 
love. The second involves silence and 
openness and thought". Giving stories 
teaches humility; receiving them “deeo- 
ens our humanity." ^ 

Okri exhorts poets to struggle and 
n ? ns £y ess ; W keep flying high in spite 
of others shrinking horizons. His 
penultimate novel Astonishing the Gods 
embodied thisspiritin a lan^e SZ 
led us across a “bridge of drear^T. In 
contrast Dangerous Love conjured an 
eruptive love amid the psychological 
rightness of a slum compound. Here a 
tribute to Ken Saro-Wiwa ends with 
Okn aiding that an “eternal human 
qujs for justice" outlives deari? 

made of this-"’ 

Another of his sources is Walter 

inam forms of communication^ 
partly what Okri rail, STbS 

li ^ e ^2 eni . 3,I1 ”’ S his,orical grasper 

saKS3«s£-s 

l5 f SeS hi 1 Thee is like a dish 

of sushi and blancmange prepared by an 
over-earnest che£ I would defy amine 
not to try it 
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Being posh is 
easy, says Jane 
Fumival. But 
don’t worry - 
^worrying is so 
* middle class 

N ow’s the season to be 

silly - as long as you 
are seriously rich 
enough to afford the 
prohibitive cost of hatting, 
hampering and hotelling 
required for The Season, that 
extraordinary social phenome- 
non that sees the rich and bray- 
ing cavort their expensive way 
from Henley to Glyndeboume 
to Chelsea by way of Ascot. 

The time it takes automati- 
cally exdudes seriously working 
y people and the poor. Only 
1 f nobs (who inherit top hats) and 
snobs, their satellite hangers-on 
tolerated for their money, and 
corporate cashers-in need 
apply. 

But if you want to hang out 
with them, where should you 
be, and what to do? “You go to 
the Chelsea Flower Show to be 
seen at the opening gala - 
that’s about £200 a ticket," 
explained one Season ticket- 
holder. “You go to Ascot to 
show off your clothes, or pos- 
sibly polo, to see Oaudia Schif- 
fer land in a helicopter. It’s 
Glyndeboume to see toe politi- 
cians (if you want to). You 
might do Wimbledon for the 
tennis. And you do Henley to 
get drunk." 

\ But it’s no good thinking that 
attending the same event sip- 
ping champagne in a corporate 
hospitality tent is your passport 
to poshness. The slobs and 
yobs in toe marquee dedicated 
to toe promotion of Barbie 
doll (the Heineken hospitality 
tent) don’t realise that this 
marks them as rank outsiders 
in the social stakes. Royal Ascot 
Village is a few hundred yards 
from the Royal Enclosure, but 
it might as well be in Siberia. 

To be middle class at a Sea- 
son event is as pointless as 
gatecrashing a party where you 
don’t know a single guest The 
Season can’t be shammed. It’s 
a class thing, limited and watch- 
dogged by pointless people like 
Peter Tbwnend, who makes it 
his business to phone up debu- 
tantes’ mothers and persuade 
them to Come Out 
If you’re not born to a world 
. of wealth and privilege, can you 
J squeeze in? Author Charles 
Jennings, who calls himself 
“middle-class suburban man," 
tried just that last Season and 
describes his experiences in bis 
new book. People Like Us (Lit- 
tle Brown, £16.99). 

His first hint for high 
classiness is to throw worry to 
the winds. “Middle-class peo- 
ple worry, and think about 
things like work, tidiness, 
stopping things falling apart,” 
he expounds. “But posh peo- 
ple just devote their life to 
having fun.” 

That is the meaning of the 
Season. Fun in toe sun. “You 
have fun but cloak it in a guise 
4 of charity. They keep haying 
. these events for chanty, 
observes Charles. Too right. 
I’ve even heard posh people 
describe polo as charity. 

Beneath toe low-cut ball- 
gowns and gossip-column friv- 
olity lurks an ugly side to the 



‘You go to Ascot to show off your clothes, Glyndeboume to see the politicians (if you want to). You might do Wimbledon for the tennis. And you do Henley to get drunk’ 
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the nobs 


Season, which exposes the rot- 
ten roots, the snobbery and 
self-affirming self-indulgence 
of our class system. Take char- 
ity balk. Why don’t the organ- 
isers and ticket-buyers just qui- 
etly give their time and money, 
to toe good causes they claim 
to fundrraise fox? 

Queen Charlotte’s Ball is a 
classic case. Thus charity cash 
bash is toe social launch-pad 
for wealthy debutantes. Sent to 
report there one year, I saw 
with horror. bow these gjuia 
were showered with freebies 
from dresses to hairdos. Mean- 
while, uniformed nurses from 
Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, 
arriving to help after a day’s 
work, weren’t even offered a 
-glass of champagne or a word 
from the Duchess in patronage.. 
While the nobs chomped 
smoked salmon, they were furi- 
ous to' be asked to go to toe 
Grosvenor House staff can- 
teen. Some had paid 'for 
“reduced” tickets costing nearly 
a week’s pay. 

If, after this, you are stfll- 
detennined, can you become 
Seasonably posh material? Not 
without having enough money 
and toe rigbtaccent, concluded . 
Charles Jennings^ -Money is 
vital for fun, though Soane 
snobbery still rules, okay, yah? 


“Your grandfather made your 
family fortune last century in 
packing, bm my fmmty made its 
money in the I4th century," 
one girl was overheard teasing 
a friend. 

“The. voice, the drawl that 
sounds as if you don’t give a 
sod, is your passport," he 
assesses. It can’t be faked. Your 
children can learn it the hard 
way by going to boarding 
school at an inhumanl y young 
age. “Your hard-core toffe go to 
Eton, or maybe Marlborough, 
- Rugby, Winchester. Harrow’s a 
bit ‘flash git’." For girls, by 
Cheltenham Ladies' College, 
Roedean or St Mary’s, Ascot 

But if you want to leapfrog 
socially in a single Season, 
there are some practical steps 
you can take to becoming posh 
and securing a. ticket to the 
! members’ bars and enclosures. 

■ Get a funny surname; Posh 
people have no sense of their 
ridiculousness. 

■ Learn tiny talk. Politics or toe 
state of sorietyisrbad manners. 
Posh people are happy with 
who they are. If you deviate 
from this, they’ll spit you out. 
Charles quotes one lady saying: 
“I'm just looking over your 
shoulder to see if there’s some- 
body more interesting here.” 
Another titled lady explained it 


to me more simply. “I wish 
you’d stop asking me thongs and 
saying things,’’ she said. 

■ If anyone mentions class, 
take the opportunity to rein- 
force your upperness. “They 
perform a verbal dance,” says 
Charles. “They say: 1 know 
posh people like that but it’s 
not me.’ Then they go into an 
anecdote which reveals their 
ancestry.’’ 

■Know lots of words meaning 
’drunk 1 . Eskimos have many 
words describing different 
kinds of snow, because it's toe 
ruling factor in their lives. The 
Welsh have many words for 
rain. POsh people have degrees 
of drunkenness. DD means 
dead drunk. 

■ Make a mess. The filthiest 
kitchen I ever saw belongs to 
posh people who use it to feed 
five hundred on ‘corporate’ 
days in the ancestral castle. 
The ' dog slept on the 
microwave. 

■Tfcflkmg of dogs, get one that 
can do no wrong. Even New 
Labour now pins its hopes on 
an advert showing a bulldog’s 
ugly bottom. Wear expensive 
suits covered in dog hair. As 
Camilla Parker-Bowles was 
praised for doing in last week’s 
Dotty Mail. 

■ Tkke up smoking. Worrying 


about health or taking care in 
any way is middle class! Cen- 
turies of in-breeding has given 
you toe constitution of an ox. 
Marlboro Lights is toe pre- 
ferred posh puff Cigs are their 
great social ice-breaker. “Can 
I bum one of yours?" 

■Go horsey. Horses epitomise 
poshness. They're expensive, 
smelly, good sorts but not too 
brainy. 

■ Go skiing after toe Season 
ends. Not Vertrier, despite (or 
because of ) Fergie. “Ghastly - 
full of Germans." 

■Be a bigot. If you’re brainy, 
keep it under wraps, especially 


if female. Make your wit as 
unpolitically connect as possible. 
“Go on Johnny, do your 
Desmond TUtu impersonation. 
If s frightfully funny." 

■Wear signet rings with a crest 
and family motto. “Our family 
has been associated with leap- 
ing stags for centuries." Men 
never wear wedding rings. If 
you want to cheat, it’s too 
obvious that you’re married. 

■ Be insensitive to sex, with a 
roistering, eighteenth-century 
approach. One People Like Us 
anecdote concerns girls sniffing 
cocaine from men’s private 
parts in a socialite dub. 


■ Upon marrying, move to 
Wiltshire, Posh women must 
give up their catering or inte- 
rior design jobs. Buy a place 
in the country. She’ll bring the 
kids up until about eight, then 
off they go to boarding schooL 
Says Diaries: “Left alone 
with her husband away all day 
and the kids off her hands, 
she'll go quietly mad. Even- 
tually, husband runs off with 
his Sloaney secretary and 
she’ll think of ways of restor- 
ing her career.” Like organis- 
ing corporate coachloads of 
yobs and slobs to Henley next 
Season. 


Ascot assets 

Royal Enclosure: £50 
each. Car park £9 
Hamper: £80 for two 
from Admirable Crichton. 
Hire of Daimler (with 
chauffeur): £545.43 
from Helo Cars. 

Linen tablecloth, 
candelabras, two table 
settings: £4,0000 from 
Thomas Goode. 

Her. Hat: £500 from 
Philip Treacy. Chanel 
suit: £1,8000. Plus 
shoes (£290) and 
handbag (£800) 

Hair: £40 from Hugh 
and Steven of Ebury St, 
London. Make-up: £290 
Him: Suit: £450. Top 
hat: £179. Waistcoat 
£450 and tie (£50) from 
Tom Gilbey. 

Two bottles of Dorn 
Perignon: £120 


Still a small matter of class 
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Y ou don’t have to be 
unemployed to be 
affected by seasonal 
adjustments. According to the 

Handbook to the Season, 
which accompanies this 
month’s Taller magazine^the 
social whirl now runs from 
the Grand National on 3 Ap™ 
to the Baring Dayclyspqwia.of 
the King George VI Chase at 
Kemptpn Park. _ . 

Actually, according to Gem 
Gallagher, the enthusiastic- 
American who edits jwm 

it doesn't slop there. Really, 

she says, “it’s all year round 

these days". . .. . 

Veuve Cliquot print a time 
pocket-sized calendar t 
starts in l-ebruaiyend goes on 
to December. “That s norto 
say that there aren £ thing s 
going on inJanuap^ it s iust 
St we haven't made the *g- 
«on to doa 12 -month ffllendar 
vet". Taller seem to nave 
applied broad ru * es ,^- nt .w 

constitutes aSeaso^^^ 
entry requires a 

lay of dosh on tickets cUjtog. 
ail related equipm^thm 
it’s in. Thus, next month s 
schedule includes the Benson 

and Hedges -International 


Serena Mackesy on the all-year 
whirl of our society leaders 

Open Golf, the Monaco Grand 
prix, the FA Cup Fmal and toe 

Nations Cup showjumping. ■: ■ 

Slwwjumping?^ 
duchess will be turning in her 
grave. Although horsey, pur- 
suits have always had an 
important place in toe social 
scheme, showjumping was not 
part of it- The Princess Royal . 
evented. Harvey Smith 
showjumped. The traditional 
British squeamisbness about 

money was such that no sport 
was consdonable for a gentle- 
man if it was possible to make 
a living from it We bunt, dar- 
ling. We don’t follow soccer. 

Gcni, is adamant that this 
has changed. T think this is just 
a reflection of toe toe real 
push away from this social 
class thing that everyone s so 
anxious to achieve , m Eng- 
land,” she says.. “I think it’sjust 
an excuse for eveiybody togo 
out and enjoy all the Snap that 
are on offer. -And there’s a.lo t . 


are on tv: 

of corporate sponsorship new, 
which allows toe events to have 


dignity and prestige because 
toeyVe cot the backing" . 

Certainty, Corporate Spon- . 
sorsbip, Corporate Entertain- 
ment and the like have rescued 
many a- doldrum-afflicted 
.-event 'and opened. -up the 
prospect of .attendance to the 
successful members of ear 
companies’ sales teams, but, 
let’s face it, we may prefend to 
be breaking down the dasssys- 
tem, but in reality we remain 
a nation of cliques. 

•_ There are, as there always 
have been, two seasons. The 
one that gets toe coverage is 
toe one where milliners’ moth- 
ers dash elbows in search of 

photo'oppormniti es. 

Then there's the real one, 
which no amount of money can 
buy you into. Once upon a tone, 
you got to be a deb by bobbing 

tothequeen. Now you tng your . 

forelock to . Toiler's Peter Tbw- 
nend, the man who does The ■ 
List- You can go to every event 
in the. calendar,. but you still 
won't have done a Season. - . 


Tbe numbers involved in the 
Real Season are tiny -an ele- 
vated social commentator esti- 
mates that there, are only 150 
real debs every year - and, 
though these lambs are no 
longer under pressure to catch 
a spouse before they’re 19, toe 
intent is still deadly serious. 
There is but one aim in mind: 
a big black book of suitables. 
My -commentator called it 
‘‘networking with other girls". 

If you network with other 
girls, you get to meet their 
brothers, and their brothers' 
friends. 

“Virtually no-one marries 
someone from their season 
any more," says Soda! Com- 
mentator.’ ' 

A tad disingenuous. Most 
debs. do currently go on to 
h%ber education and a job on 
the administrative' side of toe 
creative professions. But the 
bottom line remains: our upper 
classes may pay lip service to 
their daughters mixing with a 
variety of people, and look 
fondly on their sons' enthusi- 
asm for Chelsea FC, but woe 
betide ^ offspring vtoo.brings 
home a cutiO with a. regional 
accent. 
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Abominable conditions? 

No problem for a boot lined with GORE-TEX0. the World's most breathable 
waterproof fabric. The boot won't get damp from the outside or from the inside. 

Designed specifically for footwear, 60 RE-TEX fabric has been around longer 
than you might think. Its effectiveness has been proven over decades. 

And it has a great track record for durability. Tough as the old boots it’s 
been protecting for years, no wonder all the major manufacturers use it. 

So. for leather or fabric boots you'll swear by (but not at), just look 
for the 60RE-TEX diamond. 

It means you’re able to boldly go where snowman has gone before. 



BET OUT AND STAY OUT 
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In a deeper vein 

There’s Roquefort in. them thar hills. Ray Kershaw gets stuck in 

T he steep .round hills gleam with the legend does not seem implausible. And ^“®!^^f|^fcantcloube air, an ethereal ■ 
fresh rain. The sun has just shone ' two or three millennia on the business is . ^qoIq like a highland curlew’s ciy. r 

through and the air is fragrant with -going strong. Thin silent except for the rustling of; 

the scent of wet grass. Kiri Tfe .TOs are told that no one has ever measured iue«> wcs (c come, at first in. 
Kanawa sets the mood with Son* - the-leneth of the passages that run below the nooro, . and t i, en a flood of aubutrufc 
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Step into cheese country: the ancient village of La Couvertoirade 


PHOTOGRAPH: MICHAEL BUSSELLE 


T he steep .round hills gleam with, 
fresh rain. The sun has just shone-' 
through and the air is fragrant with 
the scent of wet grass. Kiri Tfe 
Kanawa sets the mood with Songs 
of the Auvergne on the cassette. -We 
approach like pilgrims. Just over the brow, 
round a few more twists in the road, is title 
shrine of the world's patriarchal blue, 
cheese. ‘ 

With Canteloiibe still playing, Roquefort 
is revealed as a single street of workaday 
buildings clinging like a ledge between .the 
Soulzon river and the 500 feet high diflB of 
the Combalou escarpment Despite its stun- 
ning situation we see at a glance it would £aH ' 
at the first heat of any contest to decide die 
prettiest village in France. 

Around 1,000 people work here, hot 
apart from a trickle of refrigerated lorries, 
incongruous in a place so remote, the street ' 
is deserted; its fortorn and tiny grocery ^ with- 
out a single customer. There is nowhere to 
get coffee, the one hotel dosed for its 
annual break. 

The people, in fact, are all underground: 
the buddings down the street are like the 
tips of icebergs - entrances to labyrinths 
where Roquefort’s secret treasure lures. • 
But first we want to take the track on to 
the a eons-ba tiered face of the escarp- 
ment a chaos of boulders and bizarre rock 
formations, tangled gorse and brambles 
which create a sense of wilderness where 
few people ever come. There is a scurry- 
ing of wildlife, cuckoos somewhere in the 
trees, but what we have come up here to ' 
find are the crevices and fissures known as 
fleurines which provide the caves below with' 
the natural ventilation that has made the 
Roquefort process possible for thousands 
of years. 

From here the village is invisible and the 
view must be the same as it was when Julius 
Caesar came with his army conquering 
Gaul and whose fondness for Roquefort 
had by the first Christmas made it fash- 
ionable in Rome. But the cheese was 
ancient even then. Far back in mists of time, 
by one of these caves a young shepherd was 
opening his packed lunch of bread and 
cheese when, catching sight of a shep- 
herdess he thought of better things to do. 
Rediscovering his cheese a few months 
later he found it veined with blue. After 
tentatively tasting it he realised that fate 
was offering him an opportunity. In the 
strange wild landscape, alone by some cave. 


■ the legend does not seem implausible. And 
two or three millennia on the business is 
•goingstrong. 

.Ws are told that no one bas ever measurea 
-the length of the passages that run below the 
• Combalou. They are divided between the 12 
' autonomous producers - from tiny family 
affairs hv the corporate Soct&e which sells 
its cheeses round the globe and whose sub- 
.terraneao estates stretch the farthest and the 
deepest 

An elaborate troglodytic son et iumiere 
later, Jean-jFfamfdns Mollere, its English 
speaking guide, leads us through a maze of 
passages where the damp air is laden with 
penicUSum roquefortii - the native spore of 
the caves that puts the magic in the rock — 
to' the enormous vaulted caverns where 
-.tho usan ds of cheeses are evolving in the 
" darime^ from anaemic callow orbs into 
blue-veined Roquefort. Occasionally we 
glimpse some shadowy figure working — per- 
haps a maitre ajjineur, a master maturer - 
one of the human big cheeses who in 
Roquefort have a status only little less than 
deities. Afterwards there is tasting - an 
opportuniiy to buy of course: for Roquefort 
lover me, foe first such 1 remember being 
unable to resist 

But Roquefort, Like ail cheese, begins with 
the toillc, and the syndicat suggested we visit 
foe farm of Madame Alice Ricard high on 
foe uplands of the Causse de Nissac. We 
arrive a bit early for the six o’clock milking 
and, strobing up the pasture, she tells about 
her family ^ centuries- long roots here, the 
hard work and isolation, the importance of 
the grass -chemical free -for foe quality of 
the milL They own a flock of 400 of the local 
Lacaune ewes, milking twice a day from early 
December to 20 July, the date when -Roque- 
fort chees&making legally must end. The 
milking parlour is modem but. the way oflife 
isold. 

Wben.it rains it rains a lot, but the rock 
is limestone and porous. Until not so long 
~ ago the only water for the anim als was that 
collected in lavognes, dewponds lined with 
clay where many of foe ewes today still pre-, 
fer to drink. • 

It is the hour before dusk and the light is 
at its softest, the grass its richest green, and 
we wait by foe dewpond in that deep rural 
stillness that endures in France but is only 
a memory in most parts of Europe - a still- 
ness almost physical, heightened by bird 
song, the whispering of the wind. Then from 
somewhere for away Madame Ricard’s 


S 5 silent except for the nn^ng tf 
hams, the ewes begin to eomej at fits at , 
SSd threes and then a flood ofaabutr^. 

fle wtii a lump in my throat - perhaps the f 
result of some atavistic matron' - 1 «6m 
toumderstand the meaning of bueoh& Its 
one of those rare moments you feel being. 

printed on your soul. - . . 

P With Roquefort at its centre, the region 
of the cheese corresponds more or less- to ? 
the ancient land of the Roucr|uP-tte; 
empty heart of the southern MasafttaW^. . 
_ beautiful but rugged, gran meanders® . 
valleys, high rounded hills hollow .wife-., 
caves, a thousand places to explore whepe. 
few tourists ever go. : ■ ■ ?. 

For a flavour of it all take any of the 
row roads to La Couvertoirade on . foe - 
Causse de Lareac - a turreted and wdteft ... 
Knights Ttmplar village like a Disneyland £ 
but so small that you could walk round its 
walls in 10 minutes or less. It looks like a 
scene from a book of faiiy tales, its Sleep- 
ing Beauty aura of time standing shit partly 
the result of its having been for many years, 
depopulated. It has now been given thekfcs 
of life by the proliferating craftsmen busjt 
moving in. I 

Its car park is getting bigger. One day to- 
may be as insufferable as C-areassonne. b$f 
today as we approach across the undulat- 
ing plateau, see its turrets emerging from 
a veil of morning mist, it is hard not to stop 
and rub our eyes twice, as if Merlin had just 
conjured it from some Arthurian dream; 
Outside the walls is the communal lavogne 
reminding us that here too we are stilt 
within the rayon , the legal compass of 
Roquefort. 

With so sparse a population, restaurants 
and hotels are thin on the ground. The best 
bet is St Affrique, a little valley town eight 
miles or so from Roquefort. At the Hotel 4 
Moderne, Jean-Fransois Decuq reels off 
from his menu a prodigious list of dishes in 
which he utilises Roquefort From starter to 
desert you can fit in four. 

But then comes the finale - the platter of 
12 Roqueforts - one from every maker, each 
wonderful but different, fresh from up the 
road. Where else in the world would such a 
-thing be possible? Already full to bursting 
point, you sigh and let your belt out order 
more wine. 
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UK Travel 

LAKE DISTmCT 

On Saturday 26th April 
The Independent will be 
featuring editorial on the 
Lake District. 

All advertising will be placed 
alongside the editorial, 

ensuring maximum coverage 
for your holidays. 

Premium space for this feature 
will be allocated to those 
who book early so call 
Andy or Tanya on 
0171 293 2336/2334 
to avoid disappointment. 


A weekend break In Yorkshire by 

British Airways 



Concorde 


27-28 June, 16-17 August or 1-2 November 
Afternoon subsonic Concorde champagne nigm. 
Heathrow to Leeds. Dinner, bed and breakfast at 
Bn ? mhc P B Forte Posthouse Hotel Afternoon Concorde 
«“onlc champagne fflghtto HeattWK. Souvenirs. £549 
per person based upon 2 sharing. 

Fw (MMnxtNns contact VtttaMni Chariara, Dtcktnson 
Howe. B*ik Street, Oaeatl, Waal Y 0 riraW™.Wre 8 rnv._ 

Tel 01924 280189 £1 


Prefer to stay In (JK1 


P® - CtM* (NOT weffl 
yuJQ BfcAi daiae -al year 
Throo deysAwp Its. b/ftrett, 

gy?(E25atow«icel 

H»e awpegnat* bon nap 

Owr TOOhotAhlK/ftance I 


English Country 
Cottages 

An I'NirVALLED 

choicr in England’* 
lorclittl jrrai. 
Fttt 444 page 
colour brochure. 

Ring 

101*55) 852222 
qUOIt EJTClHnl 



SUNVtL UK- Exchnta character 
hataia M hm of Brttadn'a kjvflU- 
ttt area. Inc MMartc atiractim, 
cycling, vfoeyatds. steam rail- 
way* W 0181 8474748. 

DELIGHTFUL FARMHOUSE MB, 
rural salting- All Mims anheulte. 
Lv.UenglmbretfataaL ismfca 
Sanawd airport (courtesy car 
ml). Rosa call 0I7SB 503429 

LONG WEEKEM) m Iha coimby lor 
single people; Fain house hi 
Deity Delia, 3-10 May. 3 nights 
frith dinner from £140, extra 
■right* £ 20 . FMU KoUdaya. Trt 
Or 71 2744079 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drive Narrow- 
boat HoDdaye. Widest choice. 
D e gh in n ra wary welcome. 1M 
01 903 7366m. 

AWARD WINNING NARROW- 
BOATS horn 4 excaSonl bast, 
tourist board graded. Short 
breaks and longue Broch tal 
«H 21)4492909 
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1997 . 

m HtOCHUn NOW OOT s 

• NEW best ever hrochnre* 
m bat off tbe press. Don’t • 
m delay - phone now! * 
_ Scotland. NatbnaberlaxL ■ 
" Lake*, Dries, North Ybrfc Moan^ 

• Pmk District, Wrics, Norfolk. ^ 

• 9WIA. Dam, Wm Conarjc • 

^ Soudan betari * 

• [|i kkfw/iWiTil 
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I FROM ONLY tlUV| 


MOCHUH ►SOM 

Northumbria Holiday s 

Cent C aide. Stanley. Co Durham 
W t0ir071 235354 / 230555 


Activity Holidays 


Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

flfl CHESTER) FOfl BTOCHUffi 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. OuaBy 
hofldaya attti tuB backup. W/anda 
or longer. For Broch: 101449) 
72I5S5 

ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS FOR 0-1 r a . 
Their confidence onaKS in leapa A 
bmaida on a PGL AcdvKy HoUay. 
Ow GO actMttea at 23 contras In 
Britan a France. 40 yaara expert, 
enee. For trae brochure can tree 
0500749147 


Singles Holidays 


.EXCLUSIVELY SINGLE 

Csrifiij.Pjiy-Tr-.tir;. / ^ 

Vcsrasn ( |uf. 

Jti Mg.V,:-:;Xn- S ■; 



Channel Islands 


JERSEY 


OD now toe yoor bland 
Hotel* Direct broehxu* 

e'l-.o lw. 1 . j,«] ■■ xu 

■ PrtvOrfir tfhcxmiM cswH m 

.. jiM I mmli pfetn 
»hwtr*, l i > ),-feL l.si 
* Hr IT+rm* Dm Vaeftinc 

nrnrnna 

" * ' — - •* 1 JVnuun 

•’Ill'll hatpt 

M-mndV-tlTHOL.-W id 1*^,*. 

■ L - ildiiuTiirv. \ Bu4arti.u llm 

J rii! ti Li Fijla-at pj,kisi- 

••Husms vrtapMtR 

Mum/ //fi /,■/> Drn.'cl 

ftSi™ 01235 824399 
0990 134997 



Brighton 
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T'^Fesiival 

X' 3 ^Z5 May 
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Enjoy a city break in a seaside setting and 
all die fun of England's largest arts festival. I 


For aocommodatioii info and festival guide 
caO Brighton Arts Breaks 0 1273 292392 


Cotswolds 


SHAKESPEARE 
COUNTRY SPECIAL 

Enjoy a break at our 
CotswoW Manor House In 
the village of Long 
Crompton. Super home 
cooki n g. AU rooms an suite. 
2nts ESI DBAS 3nts £86 
DB&B Wfend Special £70 ^ 

01608 684218 


Devon & Cornwall 


THE SPORT AND CRAFT MANOR 

CRECHE & ACTIVITIES FOR UNDER 10 S 



FREE GOLF - 3 x 18 HOLE COURSE 
DRIVING RANGE, GOLF CARS, TUITION 


CormsfinjaStumal 
Cottages 
Sdfominc 

cottages 

on both coasts ^ 
of Cornwall and on Solly 
Ssud fee yen FREE burium 
nd«y or -phoac 01 208 872558 
iPSTanvan. coviwui. pls okt 

‘4». ftncnl Scma flnJf 




Lovely houses & epartmerts 
DEVCMID0F5ET BORDER 
coast or country 


e Fa IYm Cdew Baafin * 
TMilULKBSff HOLIDAYS 

01297 22925 

MFOrSnat Son Dm K12SA 
Tarsi Boattt flBpKtef 


Dorset 


DORSET nSHBGIANS COTTAGE 
On Cheat beach Portland. Spa 4- 
8. 3nt Spring Breaks FT tag. 
Wneka May Cl 70, June CIBtl, Aug 
8-15 E3Z5 due to canoeMton. CH 
a Bra n inc. Brbchura 01305 
770B95. 


Norfolk 


NORFOLK. Lowty old oottapa, UyP 
Dc vBage, re Btakaoey ooaaL CH, 
Raybtan, trad fireplace, ancioaed 
gdn, 5+ cot, to pats. Dri (01223) 
323496. 

NJIORFOUC STOCKS. Cattngeelps 
5 + cot 8 mta coast. Woods, 
walks, birds sic. Tot (01263} 
860857 


Ireland 


"Sirkshire & The Dales 


East Anglia 


Suffolk Herit a g e Coast 
\.:t T i 1 Jiti; , ; a i ■» . 

r,n' V n t iMi ii 




IRISH COUNTRY HoldayS - dm 

CUmLiraiSI premier cholco. Over 300 kidMd- 

wdcatteBes, Farmhouses, Howls. 

COfflK n&lUR 

tauzfcg due amge ncfcwrsbcorv dvda. Many eraicama pats, 

lerry. lknMdc.TtaoaraY. are CMmy. Phone 01 502 560 688 (24 hows} 
sign nag*. 

TdgvienTMaiwirHakwi | SHAMROCK Collages. 286 select 
(•riMA fi ketMdualcottBgealnsiqwtbloca- 

m aU rirmnyodpUMd Bona. Disc Fares. ATTO. Coi Bro 

~ 01756 702241 waza 881060 

■» V/l/JW CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 

namara. Co. Oaksay. Rearorathra 

The Peak DistricT] “| 

"PEAK COTTAGES' Ouailty S/C COTTAGE HOLIDAYS FTE6 
accom. in Derbyshire Dales and car fany + 7 ms acoom. 

Paska. Brochure 01 142 620777 Tbura 0151 2380B88. 

I Suffolk ~~ 


iUgbte only pay lor 4 !34a>p DBAS fSuo-Tbur) 
TEL: 91384 41123 for RnsarvaBona 


The Lake District 


SPEOAI OFFER 

at 3 Star 

KfeHodiirt,(5reK8& 

3 Nights min. DB&B 
£33pppn. until end April 

AAAvuil Winning Bestanrant 

w 01285 653322 


AMAZING VALUE East Angfia cot- 
tages. 1997 colour brochure. Pate 
vroteome. Tot (0175fi) 702206. 

Islfi of Wight 
'APRIL SPECL4£\ 

3 NIGHTS FROM £79 

Bed. breaMaa and nekr Bed 
Large xafroni bcwL enatamam. 
mdoor pooL jacozzi. nuiBL 
* FREE CAR FERRY * 
S ra drta ctew Hand 
SealhML San&oo, Isle of Wight 

Tel: 01983 406655 

XhrOar Book RaBAy 
^ SmgkafimMm - J 

Northumbria ] 

UPHW coBanea. Northambda, 
Yteic Dales, Ldtas. Peaks. Sykee 
CottaoM 01344 345700. 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off the press new 
1997 boat aver colour brochure. 
Phona nowfl 01 758 70220B 
HILOKWAITE HOUSE. Winder- 
mere, Thuudiu mar Road, over- 
looking take- All rooms anautta 
(some nrfth Jacuzzi baring Satei- 
Die TV, taamaMns. Sauna. Tylo 
Steam Room and named Indoor 
pool aoMy lor our gjaa t a * uaa. 
ZnigMs, Gcouree dinner BBS 
hid. VAT only E99, SoigMs only 
£130. Brochure: 01 5994 43636 
CLMBRIAN COTTAGES, 200 Lake- 
land Cofla- ETB Inspected. Short 
BKa ft Beater avafl. 0122S 5B99fi0 
COTTAGES *i rural tocedojc Sips 
2/8- Pen welcome. 
ifictowawaHWMdgaftea i oi /ial i 
or. open fires. Bnan provided. 
01229 717326 

RATHER SPECUL COTTAIK8 to a 
Moral corner at Southern Lake- 
remThCDI 638598475 



SOUTHWOLD Quality coDagas. 
Unapt* town, coast and cremfry. 
Snfiok Secrets.- 01379 B512B7. 
SOUTHWOLD 6 nrBee. Charming 
period cottage, alps 4, Idas! wdc- 
log and cycSno. 01277 373382 


Scotland 


ELF CATERING 


Weptaw 01 787 374120 


Sussex 


THE CHURCHILL HOTEL 

YORK 

SPRING BREAK OFFER 1997 
3 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION, 
DINNER, BED AND BREAKFAST 
From £40 00 per perwn per nigh l 
4 pewter rooms and spa tvuhs 
available 

RESERVATIONS 

01904 644456 

YORKSHIRE, DALES, Moore, 
CoaaL Peek & Lake District Over 
200 a/c coflages. Ulus. Brochure 
Holiday Cottages Vttrkahke. water 
St Sklpton. BD23 1PB. (01766) 
700872. 

SUPBIB cottages. Yotka Dales, 
Northumbria. Lakes, Peaks. Sykes 

Cottage* 01244 34570ft 

COTTAGES Yorkshire ind. York. 
Colow Broetue 01645 58760a 

YORK OVER 25% OFF Haworth 
Court HoieL Brochure 01904 
425168 

W 0<SLEY1MLE coey stone cottage 


OKSQLESW1CK. Country House. 
ES-BSB. Cl 4ppptv 01729 822058 

HAWES, WEN8U3YOALE- 40 Cotuv 
tty Cottages. Pats welcome. 
Brochure 01898 887 GSd 


Devon & Cornwall 




PORT ISAAC ROCK 
AREA 

First time advertised- 

Imaginatively decorated 
cottage, sleeps 4-6. Light aiiy 
studio apartment sleeps 2-4. 
In idyllic seduded 
surroundings stured with 
three conversational L Ura a s U 
Studio available from turn 
onwards. Cottage from mid- 
May, BAS also available. 

TeL- 01208 850066 
Fax: 01208 850380 


South Devon 

°HVJ0Y A RELAXING 
S pring holiday in 
PEAGTUL C0UNTSISIDE* 





Wales 





DEVON CONNECTION, Luxury 
Bema. pool bac W 01548580984 
CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot off dw press new 1397 best 
colour brochure. Phone 
nowil 01756702201 
CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 COt- 
agw throughout (017E2) 
260711. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 

be* c ottages in Devon 

(01271} 76322. 


FOWBY/PGLRUAN. Charming 
wteorekte coBagae. soporb vfaM. 
Central Heating. Dfogldae avafi- 
aUQ. PetS WOiKWKL 01S79 
344887 

BOSCA3TLE/PT1SAAC. Cl 7th IdyV- 
Ic cott. CH. tag h aw u l c ike. heated 

. a/pool, private gdaa. Oinao 
213509 

SALCOMBE- Nr beach, gt sea 
views, tge garden. 3 ad) prapar- 
Baa.Npa4^a 01330242409 

iKNlSEHpLE cottage overiooMng 
harbour rfpo 3/S $220 phi. April 1 
omnrda, TM. (0173Q 732068 

/{01392) 421480 

S.WL DEVON OARTUOOR Listed 
courtyard cottage In peecafijl 



EXCettional holiday 
propa ties in the most 
naran! tress of Scotland. 
mHMtnaaun 
RING (0890) 851 1J3 
Quote St L2 cm Hn) 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGS . Hot off tin press now 
1897 beat over colour brochure. 
Phone nowil 01756702213 

COTTAGES AND HOUSES over 180 

In South Scotland. For (uB colour 
brochure aal G M Thomson 5 Co 
IM568) 50403a 

PERTHSHIRE . Stunning country i 
house, own ansnafin grounds. 
Log flraa, top comfort. Sips 12. 
TW: 01828 -633G22 or 01575 


SEA TROUT/ Salmon fishing ijm 
On border Eafc. cnpdonabla col- 
taga, aku 8. -H: 01387380448 

****POia Arxtruumjrchsn. Spa- 
ckxn bungalow. Gtortous 

lochalde poaUfon. TU: (01738) 
815002. 


VISIT THE 

glorious 

GOWER 

COAST 

Charming and peaceful 
B&B 2 minutes to cliff 
walks and 

Three Cliffs Boy. 
Comfortable and 
attractive rooms, warm 



Ho4d»re 01758 7J0874 
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Tregwjdan Hotel 

T^swau, Nr Hatfcch. Gwynedd. 

North Walre LL47 6YG 
SUPERB VALUE 
SPRING BREAKS 
3 Night rate dog DB St B 

Fra- a quirt retadag teook a sajwb 

HUT< *a‘l*ll|» AD reams cauUe, 

rill TV Central Car tmsqg 

Calf nauby u Boyrt St Dnrtds. 
For colour brochure 
01706 770424 
Fate 01700 771317 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb selection of mulity 
^uracter cottages in the 
"Wkhruheahirr -Coast National 
Fark. AH properties funnelled 
to the highest standards. 

hrochure 

U1 39-881397 51? 


SCENteOiAUTYapaelouabunBa- 
lo*. Saepa 2-8, A wattle: 5 keys. 

Suit latnmaa or aamLdlnbML 
Wour brochure 81437 54 1242 Q 

COWER apocloue.S/C cottage •" 

2C0 acre* with raagnffloont rto»* 
tram Cl 50 owl 1 Brocft 01289 
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fortnight from now, the 
fiin officially starts in 
Brighton. But don't be 
confined by the calen- 
dar. Though the town’s 
festival runs only from 3 to 25 May, 
Britain's first resort seems to bear 
a permanently glazed grin - as 
though a municipal-sized, mood- - 
enhancing narcotic has been 
washed down with a reassuring 
pint or two of Fremlin’s Ale. 

Mind-altering drugs excepted, 
the quick way to cheer yourself up . 
is to catch a train to Brighton. The 
entire railway network converges 
here,"' wife exprftses from almost 
every part of the kingdom. From 
Edinburgh they arrive, from 
Cardiff, and from London in less 


than 50 minutes. An assortment of 
rolling stock Teaches the South 
Coast in a flurry of Victorian iron- 
work. Brighton station, ludicrously 
grand for a town of 150^000, imbues 
the visitor with* a sense of style. 
Down the gentle slope to the sea, 
the arrogance intensifies as 
Brighton unfolds and the tang of 
salt air strengthens. And starting 
this spring, visitors can now tour the 
tragi-comic stump of the West Pier 
(above). The town's pulse is racing. 

.A’ certain civic exuberance is 
justified, lb explain Brighton to 
people who have never been there 
is like trying to explain the joys of 
cricket, or Coleridge, to a philistine. 
Behind the mask of a humdrum ! 
provincial town, with the requisite 


Brighton is decadent, elegant and 
endless fun, writes Simon Calder 


retailing square footage of Boots, 
The Gap and McDonald’s, lies the 
creased but much more engaging 
visage of a resort indulged by roy- 
alty, a Bohemian refuge on the Sus- 
sex coast. And within that, the 
weatherworn wrinkles of a fishing 
village which fell on hard times, and 
is now hermetically sealed by 
encroaching urbanisation. 

Pause here, in the Lanes, to 
admire the way fee medieval care of 
Brighton has adapted to change. A 
maze of alleyways that once housed 


a fishing c ommuni ty has been largely 

overrun by twee shops and theme 
cafes, but at least the sense of cot- 
tages in a conspiratorial huddle has 
survived. One restaurant where the 
ambience has not been imported is 
English's Oyster Bar, three fisher- 
men’s cottages moulded into a nar- 
row restaurant The walls are heavy 
with ancient scarlet velvet, the inte- 
rior so cramped that diners are 
obliged to snuggle up side by side. 

Intimacy is Brighton's strong 
suit In 1783, the Prince of Whies 


spotted the potential for deca- 
dence beyond earshot of London’s 
gossip-mongers. At first the future 
George IV rented a modest farm- 
house, but once elevated to Prince 
Regent be was able to create a 
monumental folly embracing an 
architectural compendium from 
imitation Islam via ersatz Egyptian 
to counterfeit Chinese. John Nash 
imported to Sussex ideas from all 
over Asia to create an elaborate 
Oriental palace adjacent to the 
coaching road from London (now 
the A23). One moment you are 
steering south towards the sea -the 
next you are confronted with 
Britain’s riposte to the Taj Mahal. 

The twirling domes and piercing 
minarets of the Royal Pavilion give 


an exotic zest to the town, which 
could explain why such a jolly col- 
lection of curious charaoeis has 
washed up here. Or it may be the lin- 
gering scent of sin. The Prince 
Regent began die tradition of taking 
scandal to Sussex, but he was fol- 
lowed south by a procession of other 
miscr eants; 19th-century cartoons 
hanging in the galleiy of the Royal 
Pavilion show that sleaze is nothing 
new, and hint at the many adulter- 
ous affairs of the high and mighty. 

The fun temporarily abated 
when Victoria was crowned in 1837. 
The new Queen found Brighton 
less amusing than her uncle had 
done. After a bout of regal asset- 
stripping - 143 wagons carried the 
booty to Kensington Palace - the 


Pavilion was relegated to a series of 
undignified municipal roles inter- 
spersed with patches of dereliction. 

Now. though the royal fun palace 
has been resuscitated to its former 
arrogance. In the grounds, the for- 
mer royal stables comprise the 
venue for the Brighton Festival's 
main events - two weeks from 
tonight, Sir Simon Rattle opens pro- 
ceedings in the auditorium whose 
bald name conceals a grand arena: 
the Dome. If one or two of the sub- 
sequent performances are duff, no 
matter, the impetuous Royal Pavil- 
ion, garishly Illuminated, will cheer 
the emerging audience. 

Brighton Tourism (0345 573512): 
Brighton Festival ( 01273 292961). 
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The piers offer a view of Vintage Victoriana, writes Nicola Veash 
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T here was a time, before cheap for- 
eign holidays overwhelmed the 
holidaying public, when the Brit- 
ish coast was in its prime. The 
promenades were bustling, the hotels 
were foil of town folk eager for sea 
air, and top performers enter- 
tained holidaymakers at the end 
of the pier. 

The belle of the south coast 
was Brighton, with the Royal 
Pavilion, imposing town houses^ 
and two piers. Like so many sea- 
sides it has suffered an ignomin- 
ious decline, made more visible by 
"flie wreck of the West Pier which 
has scarred the seascape for more 
than 20 years. 

In 1974, Brighton Council made 
moves to demolish what is the only 
Grade I listed pier in the country. 
Outraged residents marched along 
the seafront to save their beloved, 
imposing structure. But just a year later 
it was dosed to thepublic for safety rea- 
sons, and the elegant Victorian coastal 
engineering was left to go to nan. 

The- squatters moved in, then tne 
pigeons took hold and the fanrasuc, 
mock-grand building, designed kyEug 
nius Birch, fell into a miserable 
decline. Yet today, even m its present 
of decay, its beautifol architecture is still 
recognisable. 


Throughout May, the West Pier Trust, 
a charity aiming to restore the pier to its 
traditional use, will be running 
daily - - 
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■ " tours, 
to coincide 
with the. Brighton 
. . FesftraL The hard-hat journey 
shows the aPrut-vanlshed customs of 
Britain's once buoyant seaside life. A rust- 
coloured rei#brary bridge has been 
tacked around fee pier for fee tour par- 
ties, 

■■ The pavilion nearest the shore boasts 
original decorative ironwork and is in sur- 


prisingly good condition. On the wooden- 
si at ted floor lie white iron sea-serpents, 
once wrapped around gaslights on the 
pier's promenade, waiting to be returned 
«r to their former glory. 

But when you step inside the feree- 
storey second-pavilion, a sense of eeri- 
& ness takes hold. Plaster peels from the 

t walls and a painted down, dusty and 
decaying, invites you to step inside 
“Laughter! and”. 

The theatre upstairs once played 
host to Shakespearean drama and 
old-time music halL Tb this day, the 
pink and jvoiy tickets of its last pro- 
duction litter the floor you feel like 
a ghost visiting deserted haunts. The 
downstairs kitchens, with pots and 
pans rusted into old-fashioned 
catering stoves, have lain irndis- 
turbed for a quarter of a century. 
The tours provide a rare oppor- 
tunity to witness the allure of Britain’s 
decaying seaside. And if you stay until the 
sun sets over the blackened structure, yon 
may be lucky enough to see thousands of 
starlings sw armin g dome-like over the 
pier, in breathtaking contrast to the red 
skyline and the deserted wreck of the 
West Pier 

Pier tours run daily ai 11am and 3pm, £15; 
not suitable far cMdr&t under 16. for safety 
reasons (01273 709709). 
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A Special Offer 


A WEEK ON THE NILE 


xjsSSgMassaa 
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. If. people a Nile to 

[toy 1 ^ arc^vl indnding dire ct fli g ht s. 

5 ^t»r Nik OTiiser.ftdl board 
&faH«fed| kriktoolguri 
7 nights ftpm £295.00; 



sightseeing programme. Day 8 Fly direct toCatwick. 

. DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1997 Mondays • per person in a lower deck twin cabin 
May5J3J5.00 - May 12. 194295 
May264335-June2, 94295 
Opper decks supplement -£95.00 
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.. VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
21 Dorset Square, London NW 1 6QG 
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Travelling to Holiday Prance or Spain? 
Why drive the long way round 
when you can sail direct? 

We land you closer to where you'd like to be. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


overseas 
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FAX! 0171 293 2505 f : 
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Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world’s finest airlines 


[ad. taxes) 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

PEKING 

TOKYO 


aw** mm 

tan 

£297 £569 
£329 £599 
£333 £569 
£369 £595 
£238 £396 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
FUMOA 
LOS ANGELES 


oneway ion 
tan 

£122. £189 
£149 £195 
£165 £241 
£217 £256 


SAN FRANCISCO £217 £256 


MEXICO CITY 

UMA 

INDIA 

JO'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 


o*N0y etai 
tan 

£251 £282 
£319 £534 
£198 £329 
£277 £373 
£297 £468 
£297 £489 
£197 £319 
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worldwide attention to detail 



THE T R A V E L. E X P, E 9 T S 


AROUND THE WORLD 

LONDON-HONG KONG-SYDNEY-LOS ANGELES-LOHDON 
WITH CATHAY PACIFIC & AIR NEW ZEALAND 

£689 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 ‘ AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 * ASIA £27 

USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA TAILORMADE BROCHURE 


A!; Din shops ar= c-acr. Man-Sas 3 - 6 pm * Tiuirj 9 -rpm • Sun 1 E-Eon: 




For the real fowdaam on wmMwide 
travel, ThaDffnders is your ooe stop 


travel shop. 

Trailfinders offers more knr cost 
ffigbts to more destfaatkms ban 
aiyone. Experts in airtares since 
1970, we can taRor-make yew very 
own package wHh ap to 65% discount 
on hotels and car hire worldwide. 

215 KMngm High street ‘ 

Transatianlic & European: 0171-S37 wuo 

Z2-24 The PrtofY J* ' " ^ 
WOrldwWe Travel: 0121 -236 1Z34 

45 ^ a ^ B S5S^Maf 

Worldwide Travel: 0117-929 som 

FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
NEW TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 

254-284 SaucWehall S **& • ^ 

Worldwide Travel: D141-353 zzz* 

Worldwide Travel: 0161riB9MK 
First & Business Class: 0161-S393W 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


4/10 Richmond Rood, Kingston. Surrey KT2 SHI 



USA & Canada 

0181 546 6000 


Flights to Australia 

1,0^1-499?* 


Fly direct to 5ydney Make 

from Gatwick Manchester « 

and Perth from Gatwick. 0300611 

Departs November 1^7 - April 1798. 

TO BOOK DIRECT CALL 

0541 584841 


The Holiday Makers 


Atfiom HdBc»ivh IBL acting as agema tar Atrtoum pic. /SOL 1179 ABW VBB96. 
SuOjtcl to avniaMdy. Insvanco extra. T489 pros based on return ItigM 10 Eydnay 
Horn Qmvrofc. dmrana a January 1S8B tor 14 r*ptt- 3ao brochure tor Ul (Malta. 


n_C 2XL ■ 


ILYORX 1/5-31/5 £259 DBM 1/5-20/6 £405 

LANGBES 1/5-31/5 £289 JO'BURG 20/4-31/8 £393 

MAH 20/4-30/6 £198 NAIROBI 20/4-30/6 £335 

* * * ANNUAL MULTI TRIP INSURANCE £59 * * * 

9 * dl'71 ,, 4B2 0414 


* USA AND 
CANADA * 


★New York from £189 ♦Toronto from £129 


★Boston from £200 ♦Montreal from £184 


★Baltimore from £200 ♦ Calqary bom 


★Philadelphia from £205 ♦Vancouver from 


★Washington from 


★Chicago thus 


★Miami from £230 


r * SPECIAL OFFER * + 

TORONTO £129 



★San Francisco from £250 F_ t 
★Los Angeles from £250 
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"travel 
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3SA\CH:S NATiONWiDe AN D 
0 O'N SUNDAYS T 0.00- T 5 00 ? 
AT 52 GROSS': NCR GARDENS i 
(Victoria «). I CNCON ; 
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vvww.compustravel.co.uk/ 

Thin 7 fj< >\ 


ROUND THE WORLD 


LO NDON /BANGKOK/ 
PERTH /-surface / 
SYDNEY/ LOS ANGELES I 
LONDON FROM £659 


We provide a full range 
of services for youth and 
student trawflos. including 
anftniitfHis passes, 
low cost accommodation, 
car hire. 10 cards, 
adventure tours.. 


people think the worl d of us! 
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t0990 329 326 
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DISCO U. ’IT 


Top scheduled auones. J 
Bea aopovw choke - 
to East USA S more. 
Itineraries tailored to jrw 
aaa wishes. 

Car B campenran hli*. S| 
ait rad S coach passes. £ 
Accommodation bnm 
budget to luxury. 


J|aUSTRAU^B^5?1 

■1 FAKES Mtor.t mW/ 4. 
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DIRECT 


NEW ZEALAND | 
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FARES FROM 


£653 
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I 

£ 01420-88724 or 0171-287 5556 
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U\> N LISBON FOR LESS 


BELFAST from 


BRUSSELS fr C 


£65 return 


£76 return 



FRANKFURT from 


GLASGOW from 


GOTHENBURG frero 

; NICE Iran 


. OSLO from 
j palaia from 


, PARIS from 


£128 return 


£62 return 


£205 return 
£149 return 


£163 return 
£180 return 


£79 return 



Rpt »re fares from London Heathrow. 

Cj-.Uit sow local travel oqent or call to detain an 


0345 554554 



i ^ British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 
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13 Fuam A WEBC FROM GATWICK - MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE. 
SFER-UVE FROM MAY ITT 

M|kt on mUdi) IvUci nn Sulffl la efiwS 


1 0345 46 47 48 di\ 


WCLUNI1 FMJWjU AVAII SOU. FAIW 4ir> CALI ONI Ml WTS. VTtll l«oJ 




5 Flights/Day to 

AMSTERDAM i 

£35 

ALSO 

from 

3 x ABERDEEN 

£29 

5 x GLASGOW 

£29 

6 x EDINBURGH 

£29 

1 x INVERNESS 

£29 

2 x NICE 

£49 

2 x BARCELONA 

£49 

AS fares single exd. lax from London Luton Agxxt 

V09JUV i 

Call 01 582 700 058 anytime 


★ STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 
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£48 
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new TOiK 

. £168 

Singapore 

£399 

: Johemotm £374 

Amstalan 

£67 

j Bostn 

£168 

Hoag Kong 

£469 

: Hesko 

£281 

Ddfit. 

SI 

j Chicago 

£196 

Peking 

£345 

j Buenos Aim 

£468 

Geneva 

m 

j LasAngefes 
i Bangkok 

£249 

Hanoi 

£540 

! Perft 
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ftfoen 

£QS 

BS 5 

Nanbi 

£313 
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NORTH AMERICA SPECIAL 
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EURQSIAR: 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION ■ CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 3fi1 6160 
n 7 Efflton End NWL 86 Od Branpbn Rd SW 7.11 Coodge S WIImAbl 
sn 7UVB. Dmiiujroji namsT unt nn ui iih 


UMDOL HAMNBIS OASKMK UEDS, SBICMTI^ QXFQUt CMSSDEL MSTOL MDfrON _ STA TRAVEL 


ITALY 

for a Song 
MAY 
FLIGHT 

bargains 

Gatwick - Naples 
2 C- 9/5 £129 

Gatwick - Naples 
3. 10 c* I 7/5 £139 
Manchester - Naples 
2. 9 e 1 6/5 £139 

Birmingham - Naples 
2/5 £149 

Luton - Naples 
9/5 £139 

E. Midlands - Naples 
2/5 £149 

Gatwick - Catania 
3/5 £169 

Manchester- Verona 
2.9 C ■ 1 6/5 £129 

Gatwzdb - Verona 
2 & 9/5 £119 

0181686 5533 

QnHli| ref- INDI2 
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SPECIALS 
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MONTREAL , £189 


VANCOUVER £249 


WINNIPEG £259 

m 

0171 385 4400 
0161 832 4000 
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0171 636 1551 


LONDON 


CAPITAL AIRWAYS 


EXECUTIVE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN SERVICE 
FOR BUSINESS CLASS 


To/From 

London’s International Airports 

£15.00 to Heathrow 
£35.00 to Gatwick 

These services are offered from many parts or London. Our 
cars are brand new and include Mercedes Benz. Jaguar, 
Volvo 960s, 940s and Rover 820s. Travel in style and 
comfort with experienced, knowledgeable chauffeurs. We 
operate a sophisticated computerised database system 
which, monitors both night arrivals and departures. 

Wb operate 7 days a week- 385 days a year 
Office hours 05.00 - 23.00 

Telephone reservations 
0171 251 9199 
Fax reservations 
0171 251 9229 


Eastern Europe 


Poland 
Always a pie 
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Whether yaaxe enjoying the rights and sophutkatron 

®f a City Break, ddighting in views of 
'"G. limc * en ^ castles, churches, L»Lna tvI 

nwemtaias or simply hrealhmg 
dean fresh air in Dcaatzhjl 

unspoilt cmiulirnh, you'll 
ion discuver that a trip to 
Rjand is a pleasure. 
Always. 


Polish National Touriit Office. 3 f 0-3 f 2 Regent Sc. London WIR 5A). TcfrO 17 ( SSO 38! ! 


PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST and 
Slowwa Central pensto a, txse b 
&apo. Cadan (01 70S) QZ30B3. 
JUST KUNGAHV from Hungwtana 
wt» know. C3ty breaks and much 
mcM. BreehAiroa. CM l»7i ZS7 

dswATOcam 

indeasndent travel padaga 
INTERCHANGE 01 HI SB1 3B12 
ATOL 2429 

PRAGUE, BUDAPST Cracow. 

Homs 6n ns dpjSuromec Pofisft 
cwilM« BohHto/ um/ Likia 
SMchaMa. Auto Plan 015+3 
353777 


Balearics 


VH1AS/APT8 adth poeb hr gkxtaus 
counbyakte. Carefree Spain. Tst 
01293 6Z7700 

VINTAGE SPAIN. UaUoran tarm- 
housoswtiti poda. ifeapaOi areas. 
Nr C009L PoSanca & South-Eatt. 
01954201431 A/TO ATOL 2787. 


Canaries 


EL HIERRO CANARIAS Country 
cottaga with aH mod/cons, ideal 
towafUng.lbhing.subiqua.on 

HdMpaMlaimLmpBoiria-re 
00342 551511 F» OtacSKaiagt 


An bland el apertac a i a r aw ua in 

pwto fnfpant pbwi fotvrtx 
crystal dw ihran. intcfMli 

■ad batoWid stdoded bcadwi. 

Small A Friendly Aubergvs 
llounuln Inn* Secret RerreaB 
teashsWe Vitim and Apwtmans 
OnricHoieb Flyditve Cyding 
W Hmdbolt B014, London UK SON 
ildiniKnw.wnnainrwt 


0171-385 8438 
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PORTUGUESE 

jfafr 


QMBtyvHbsaleag the 
■"tirifkant coastUna. and a 
wdqM aniaettwa af emtaae 
nrtreau set In tbe heart of tha 
tfwtoa.wapnatcemmyshte. 
Meet pmeettros haw pools. 

ALGARVE 

WNHO EBVTRA ALEWTEJO 
5TT rtonbolt Road London VlfiSOH 
■mihiKanniiMm MTOtUB 


0171-385 4775 




SUNV1L DISCOVER^ Ttin Azores 
WWaBt, moat ttodbla rn» U tills 
Blunnlng archipelago. Whale 
WticWng, 0101-04? 4748 AITO 
AT0LSQ8 ■ 

FERRAGUDO, beach 50 motres.fP' 

db lance iq <*»{»/ 
aecdhiSad extensive garden, iwo 
de uhfe b edrooms (bathroom 
alteched) plus sitting, drdng 
raoma and kitciwn. Telephone 
01223812120 

VfNTAQE PQHTUGAI. Congee 
■t" P«m hi unspoilt North- 
01954 201431. ATOt 2787 AiTO 
SBIPLY MRYUGM. Truly IndMd- 
ual vtflas Mth pools, gtorkxn 

manor hnuHo aaoiocud mMeft 

ptwaadw ail over tMa fasctaaOng 
wwntry, pfai Srodblo -Wandering' 

»d cXtf breaks. tOTfil) 

996 9323. ASTA Vt 337 ATOL 1 322 



VILLAS WITH POOLS. vlUam 
houses In unspoilt areas. Plus 
Mb, tiyAivea. escorted sours. 
SUNV1L 9181-8474748 AITO 
ATOLBOB. 


EffEL, BUCK FOREST, Bavaria. 
OttirtngeoMrhotoHtoEZZpp* 
*P» to £293 pm. Abo Austria. 
Slove nia 8 C roatia, Auto pim 
or 543 257777 

GERMANY - Deity low cost NgMS 
and hotel accommodation. All 
major erera cards. Please can 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
29CM. A8TAATOL2977 IATA. 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 


whSI ™^° ?lp,aini abo V* an i,era iQ th!s newspaper 

which concerns inaccuracy, intnision, harassmentor 
discnminaiion, write to the editorabout it 

tfyouYe still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press ; Complaints Commission, 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISIONS 


I SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 

W TetephoiK 0171 JS3 3248 Facsimfte 0171 353 8355 
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A day of knights to remember 








Days out: The Magee family took a 
colourful trip into history at Warwick 
Castle. By Catherine Stebbings 
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arwck Castle punches 
the sky above the 
River Avon in cele- 
bration of its victory 
over time and death duties. It is 
£ntam s finest and most complete 
medieval castle and, since it 
became part of the Tussaud’s 
Group, the best presented. The cas- 
tle s dramatic position promises 
much. As you look out from the 
battlements, it is clear that the sur- 
rounding gardens and “Capability” 
Brown's landscaped park will not 
disappoint. Within, the money of 
corporate leisure and an enga gin g 
and unstuffy approach to history 
combine to exceed expectations. 

The castle is divided into periods 
reflecting its development, and 
each part uses a different style to 
bring social, cultural political and 
economic history to life. From the 
impressive armoury and chilling 
torture chamber you can join War- 
wick the Kingmaker’s armourers as 
they prepare for battle in 1471; the 
atmosphere reeks of urgency and 
horse in a spectacular display in 
which waxworks and special effects 
vividly portray the Middle Ages. 
The Tudor and Jacobean period is 
presented in the sturdy Ghost 
Tower which reopened, refurb- 
ished. in March. 


The visitors 

Ced Magee took her children, 
Julia, 10, and Freddie, rig ht- 



srtcia. 



By contrast, the elegant state- 
rooms reflect the opulent taste of 
the 17th and ISth centuries: rooms 
are lined with polished cedar pan- 
elling. Bruges tapestries and ele- 
gant furniture. 

Eventually you can swan ele- 
gantly into the company of Edward 
VH. then still an impatient and 
incorrigible Prince of TOdes, and a 
bookish 23-year-old by the name of 
Winston Churchill. These unlikely 
companions, and a Who’s Who of 
other late-Victorian political power, 
are trapped in a house party held 
here in 1898. 


Cecfc The variety was brilliant. It 
was such a bonus that both the 
children enjoyed . themselves 
equally. Jt was having a cfamra to 
experience life through- the cen- 
turies that really appealed to them. 
Freddie enjoyed the medieval part 
and Julia the Victorian era. It was 
an educational day. 

Everything was well laid out and 
quite subtly presented - there was 
nothing tacky about it. Even in high 
summer tbe place would g rin feel 
like an historic castle. Although 
there was no jousting or special 
event happening, there was more 
than enough to do and we benefited 
from seeing it on a day when there 
weren’t too many people there. I 
enjoyed the Kingmaker very m uch; 
a good mix of evocative smells, 
subtle music, historical snippets 
and tbe eerily brilliant waxworks. 

As there was little labelling we 
really needed our guidebook, which 
was lavishly produced and good 
value. Although we talked to the 
staff, we would definitely have 
missed out without it 

The admission charge was high 
but you could easily spend the day 
here, picnic in the park, and know 
that the whole family would be 
entertained. No one could be boned 
here. That said, I think small child- 
ren might be frightened by the 
dark, and strange noises in the 
Kingmaker and spiral staircases. 
It’s also not very accessible to bug- 
gies. 


knigbt on top and lots of swords, 
crossbows and arrows. The torture 
chamber was very scary. I wouldn’t 
like to have been the men they did 
those horrible things to. . 

1 realty liked the Kingmaker 
apart from the horrid -smell of 
candles and bones down there. We 
saw everyone getting ready for 
battle: making armour, a black- 
smith making horseshoes, a man 
making a cartwheel and a man 
patting arrows together using goose 
feathers. There was also a horse, a 
cat that moved its tafl and a dog 
sniffing down the loo. 1 wouldn’t 
have liked to have lived in a 
medieval castle because it would 
have been dark, smelly and cold. 

I climbed up a tower on to the 
ramparts but my legs felt a bit 
wobbly because they were very 
windy steps. From the Mound we 
could see tbe peacock garden, tbe 
river and the park 

In the staterooms there was a 
huge, cauldron where everyone 
would have eaten from. What they 
got was “pot luck”, and that is 
where the saying comes from. 


FVeddie: In the armoury I tried on 
a helmet which was really heavy. I 
tried to pick up a sword but the lady 
said we could only use one hand 
and it was too difficult. There was 
a horse wearing armour with a 


Julia: I don’t always enjoy history at 
. school, but I thought Warwick Cas- 
tle was a very interesting place. I 
realty enjoyed tbe Weekend Baity. 
It gave me a good idea ofwhathwas 
like in those times - the clothes you 
would wear, tbe furniture, the 
rooms, etc. In one room the ladies 
were singing around the piano, then 
in the library the men were reading 
books and newspapers. Upstairs, the 
maid was r unning the bath, the 
Duchess of Marlborough was get- 
ting ready, the Dowager was having 
her hair done. I would like to have 
spent a weekend here as a Victorian. 
It looked very comfortable, and the 
clothes were nice but a bit fight; 
you’d have to. wear a corset 
The nice staff in the Weekend 



Warwick: money of corporate leisure and an unstuffy approach to history combine to exceed expectations photo: news team, john potter 


Party and in the Kingmaker all 
wore clothes from tbe period. I 
tried on a hat in the Kingmaker 
and die lady told me about it She 
said ladies used to wear tall bats 
because they were fashionable but 
they kept falling off because 
medieval doors were so low, so 
they tied the veil round their chips 
to keep it on. Hats got taller and 
taller. Then the king said enough 
was enough, and ladies wore sort 
of wreaths without the top bit, but 
they kept the veils. 


The 

Warwick Castle (01926 406600) is 
2 miles from junction 15 of the 
M40 and well signposted. 


Access: limited free parking in 
castle car park, 10 minutes' walk 
away. Spaces for tbe disabled at the 
stables and a pedestrian entrance 
for those using the town car parks. 
Access around the castle and 
grounds is on foot. There is limited 
disabled access and baby buggies 
are allowed only in certain areas. 


Good paths but some steep climbs. 
Rampart walk is not suitable for the 
veiy young or elderly. 

Open daily, 10am -6pm (5pm Nov- 
March) Closed Christmas Day. 
Admission: adults £8.75, children 4- 
6 £5.25, family £24, OAP £6.25. 
Special events: 15-23 Feb, Battles 
and Duels: 28 March-1 April, 
Easter Siege: May Day Festival; 24- 
26 May, Jousting. Entertainment 
every weekend in June and every 
day in July and August (details, 
01926 406600). 


Food: The small Stables cafe serves 
snacks and drinks. Best for children 
is the Stables Hayloft restaurant 
which serves a good lunch, teas and 
coffee. Baked potato and sausage 
£3.25, sandwiches £1. 95, dish of 
the day £5.25. The Undercroft 
restaurant in the castle is more for- 
mal but similarly priced. Picnic 
areas, ice-cream and drink stalls in 
grounds. 


Shops: Three gift shops sell qual- 


ity souvenirs, gifts, children's toys. 
Tbilets: Good. Baby changing. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Italy 
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Walking A CycEng 
Holidays in 
Toscany A Umbria 


Memo- dww Uredrre 
rtctaa aad opiate Ibe 
MtMU owatrywkta, Ike 
■rcMtoctanl •*! coltowi 

traMvt.Florwtac, 

traditional gpwetattHes and 
Mead*, rerefartobk hat*. 

Ring dow larya«r 1997 
cobar brochure 


NEDWAIeK. 

01606 42220 


AB ATOL 2412 




* t ‘ 

;• 1 4. 


fSCANY; 
UMBRIA 

4 COASTAL 
REGIONS IN ITALY 
Monte Pm* Vtainl 

fentoBttmfrSftnfcC 

Pooh sent rifi Taw Casts. 
Ended IjotM 
pines dm raft 
dal Mil the 
OMKfiiiml 
TUSCANY NOW 
0171 172 5469; 
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CAREFREE 


ITALY 


01 293 552277 

WtljoiiftiWaw®?*? 


U*J t i I T l • J 
H VftVNIIOMtll 

SB 



>n*t fofegt 
, to mention 'V 

{The Independently 
ghen replying 10 1 
.adverts 




..4V 


TUKANWiaU 
in HsMMt 

Co bw Braefnm oiws* 3i ,3 ° 
ABtAvma 


A Wftl OF TU8C«t*WN* ( 
RIHIWI- For tuochwta » 
-MK-HMM TOW* on 0181 
WWW 


PWWIAM PWQICTlf^ ^g 


««• Ogm Md» poet 063979 
9*1213* 


rsasssSaa 


f. 


*#T* **«. 

WML AW> sw reffpogL «*■ 

uroMp neouasssarr 


UHRMk ina u dM**— ItHW iW 


ten! tui f i B a GaM rwtm. 
Qlli MMOerPxttM 


1 Romantic Weekends 

with 

Citcdia 


Enjoy 2 dap and l wjgfa 
bt-4-k a eamm aiadon 

foronfy£l59pr - 

Haiti Tnmamtma 
SmtftaZVSUmy ' 

Ho tAMtHUrraxea 
NopbsSfrtOM* 

fefatkiifaatipfeN 

0181 686 5533 


QwBBgWJNDn 
unviH Antal ua aito 



ivMfMl 


eta 




hedHtAiWM 

0181 995 9523 

jBBBW ATOLim ASTO 


SWOm»OTW*Q/TUSCA MYft«- 
Ry nm, node bnnhouo* reoandy 
matured. Svpwfc *» FOL 
w twin. Al» pm (CB0- 

430pm), b *B ap«* r*"- 

Tet SbwnWaolb 


SIWVTL WSCOVEWe 
tttvw » Tuseony * am- 

meter as oocom. FluoSjcfly. 
Sta, Ota*. 01B1-M7 4W8 AITO 
ATOtBOR 


Undtacarered Sooth. Harare, 


Undtacwored Sooth, Harare, 
pMrtL W* Apfc I01BM) 

722193 ATOC * 029 . 


iaKESi UMBRIA. ™SGW« 
sieOy. Eta. * 

SJTtaTM TfW - 

aHat ItayiJum Spadd S*** 
BW1 707 87» 94 IWl ABTA 

002W 


LUXURY PRIVATE W HHqUS B 


OMS 


Mi. Cflrtm. Pf*W ■ 

5S54ata8S*IK44SSZD 


ITALIAN CQUMTMW 


tSVTSB (24 ho) ABTA AIDE T4B2 

«ra • • 


Spain 


Spain 


there is an exclusive 
place on a beautiful 
island ... 

the fascinating island 
ofLanzarote 



LANZAROTE 


THE WORLD'S No. 1 


OPEN ALL TEAR FOR 
THE PERFECT ACTIVE 



91 Walkden Road, Walkden, 
Manchester M28 5DQ 
Telephone 0161 790 9890 
Fax: 0161 790 9811 



[A.BTAI 

V 1479 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE ON THE INTERNET 


http.//www^liiblasanta:conv^ 


Russia 



INTO SIBERIA. 

OUT 2F THIS WORLD * 




- Travd independently with Intourist on the vrortf s longe st 
tran adventure from Moscow to Vladivostok. Aftemativriy; 
take the Trans Manchirian or Trans Mongolian Railways to 
Bdpng. Journey, prices start at just £285. Call intourist Travel 
•now for more details. 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


0I7I°53?8600 0161 '834 0230 0141 204 5809 


phtre smd so asm os jM^xnst teSdays. 


jVmt 


IS13 



a/jHhmf ZmdOL JsamrisS Moot. 2 T9 Marsh TM t £gsdosSl4 9PP. 



- INTO SIBERIA 

V53W FROM INTOURIST TRAVEL LTD. 


Now you can. 



Russia 


I nrinpand sm travd pMUngM, Air 
teM. groups INTBtCHANQE 
DT81 0B1 3812 ATOL 2429 


Spain 


Discover tie 
Real Spain. 
^ ffimric C astlet, , 

Fortresses. ConTans 
& ConiHiTHii«es, 




rtfuUK; 

HPD171 402 811 


BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY houw. 
Mayrtk ata vtoy. Mat torranaan 
Bid maintain. Puihtl p wiiifl . Pit- 
.■to pool. AB smenltiw. Phone 

0034b 2538341 


SOUTH OF GRANADA cotnse. 
sptavffd view, pooL Cl 75 pw Qo 
34 50 34 70 SG. 


ANDALUCU Betaeen Med & Snow 
Peek, al Graneda. Three canapee 
in MMde alive sxove, pool, mod 
cone. TO 01 5B4 782321. 


ANDALUSIA. Vltage hotiH. «pe 4 . 
20 mha Med, ipectaritar views 
2 G 00 H down to tea, ihr 25 mina 
Grarmta. TO 0121 684 2650 


CASAS CANTABRICAS 97 
brochure oi cotoge holdays In 
beeutthil uiwptdlt regloae of N. 
Spain S Portugal. 01223 328721 
AITO 


GUIDED WALKING through the tor- 
gotten vGesoo ol Andatudaerd in 
the foothill, ol the Pyrenees. TO 
HeadwMr (016061 42220 AITO 
ATOL 2412 . 


VINTAGE SPAIN. Country houses 
with pools In unapoai arms at 
Catalunya & Andalucia. Nr coast- 
01 954 2B1 431 AITO ATOL 2787 


ANDALUCIA Exbemadum. Cmue 
La Msncta. DWnctlve & aaee p- 
Oonai oauntiy properties wtti prt- 
vale pools bt maanstve grounds in 
wonderhd rural locations. I Bos 
Havel 01403 259788 (24 hre) 
ABTA ATO- 1452 AITO. 


Switzerland 


SUPERB suraner apertmento & 
hoteta-LakAS ft Mountains 01329 
844405 AITCVATOL 


Turkey 


Unspoilt Turkey & 
Northern Cyprus 


IXIOt MADE HOUI 




ft .£229 


Gulct Cruises Ft. £399 


Istanbul Breaks ft- £239 


Ga9 for our brochure ■ 24 hour 


m 


01 2 f 633 40 18 


Ttirkey 



Escape to uitspoih I 


TURKEY 


TOor Mate tewta 


GdUCtuttv 


TnreM Coastal 
ViBajK 


HAYSPBOAL 
OFFERS AVALABLE 


F» J JlftT-'V 


TvrtrvuiFliVi'ur ■ 

fm-tui.,- 


ST u 01452 ■ 

sL^«501978^H 


DISCOVER the beauty ol Turkey 
tram aboad private BR crewed 6 
berth motor yacM fflth yowl 0181 - 
3468515. 


SAIL-CRUISE beuatBid Southern 
Tbriioy this summer In privately 
owned 5611 saling cnitser with 
crew of 3. Sleeps B, half or full 
board. Ring 01262 715438 lor 
brochure. 


SIMPLY TURKEY Discover D 
deSghttuRy tBMbrent Turkey, sway 
from die maMstmun. with our 
urtque range ol rural cottages, ri- 
bs with pools and bfendly hoMs. 
Plus our ttadtlB wandering pro- 
gramme, special Wsrest hoBrtoys, 
guM cruising and Istanbul etty 
breaks. OIBI 995 9323 ABTA 
VI 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


Trensoros of 

fTUR 




494 2292 


Turkey 

ISTANBUL UM BREAKS* 7 

3 nights a £109 

4 nights ft £129 

Bt Firms, ccub-I t Ttmgm 


au-usRsicBincnuws 

HEunmiiunaissonT 


0171 637 733S 


KETKSL 


.'V Don't forget 
to mention . 

;■ The Independent 
when replying to 
>. adverts 



i'ENDENT. 


‘ i i*T 



vacancies 



Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 
291000 of our readers stayed in a rented 
villa, flat or cottage on their hoifcbty last year! 


fir only £412 a hue incbsve c£ VAT (approx. 4 wads per line), yw can 
advBdsejtJurhdid^ home aid fiU those racaiK^throaghout the >-ean Yoor 
advertasesreiA will appear in Tbe Long 'Weekend' sectxm cf Tlw Independent 
cd Satarday and/or the TRwd & Mon^ section cf the Sunday p^er. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 


Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2 222 
Monday to Friday between lQDOam - SJOOpm. 

or 

Fill in and return the coupon below stating the 
wtrding you require and your payment method. 

Payment can be made by cheque or by 
Access/Visa/American Expres^Diners Card. 


PBTjME ^ADVERTISERS ONLY 

(TWO PROPERTIES OR LESS) 


Insertion Dates. : - 

Classification:..... - 

I enclose a cheque for made pqraUe to 

<£4J2 a line per rwertiew, £J53 if bath Saturday & 
Sunday are used) Newspaper Publishing Pie 
or debit ray 

AceeasATsa/Ajnes/Diiiers account by £. 

Card Nik. - 

Start Date: Expiry Date. 

Your Details: 

Nb™ 

Address. 


Pill in and send to: Hie Travel Team. Classified Advertising, Hie independent. 

One Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London Ell 5DL. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


overseas 


SATURDAY 19 APRiL .1997. • THE INDEPENDENT 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Exotic Holidays 


Exotic Holidays 


First Choice 


ml 



Jamaica 

Turtle Bead) Towers 

Manchester 

2*SC 

11/5 

■ £369 

Mexico 

Price Buster 

Gatwick 

2*RO 

12 & 26/5 

■ £399 

Jamaica 

Turtle Beach Towers 

Gatwick 

2*5C 

26/5 & 2/6 

■ £499 

Dominican Republic Nth. 

Late Choice 

Manchester 

2*AI 

5/5 & 2/6 

I £499 

Dominican Republic Nth. 

Late Choice 

Gatwick 

2*A J 

11 &25/5 

f £599 

Dominican Republic Sth. 

Price Buster 

Manchester 

3*A1 

1 2^26/5 & 9/6 


Dominican Republic 5th. 
Mexico 

Dominican Republic Sth. 
Mexico 
Cuba West 
Cuba East 


Price Buster 
Price Buster 
Metro 
Price Buster 
Price Buster 
Villa Turey 


Gatwick 3*AI 13,27/5 & 10/6 

Gatwick 3+AI 12 & 26/5 

Gatwick 3*AI 13 & 27/5 

Gatwick 2*AI 2,9,16,23,30/6 

Gatwick 3*A1 1 4,28/5 & 4/6 

Gatwick 3*AJ 28/5 & 11,25/6 


RO = Room Only, SC = Self Catering, Al = All Inclusive 




CALL OUR HOTLINE ON: 

0161 742 2228 

QUOTE REF: IND 
OR SEE YOUR LOCAL 
ABTA TRAVEL AGENT 
FOR MO RE OFFERS SEE 
tflfaiilfll PAGES 266 & 271 
or http://www.first-choIce.com 


UNES OPEN: 

Saturday 9am -5 3 Opm 
Sunday 10am -6 pm 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm 

All hofidays and prices subject to avaQaiatty. 
Prices are valid on the day of publication and may ' 
vary without notice. 


First Choice 


For late Choice and Price Butters you choose the Destination, Ahport, Dates, Sun Rating and Board Basis, and lei is choose exactly your resort and accommodation. 
Prices are bated on rrauamum occupancy, Prices are subject to BUng insurance, typical price £43. A booking fee of £6 per person wffl apply. 

Hut Choke HoBdlrp a FBghts Ud. ATM. 230 ABTA VI 549 


City Breaks 


Overseas Travel 




FLORENCE 


An extra 
night free. 

3 niche for Che price ol 2. 


For tfits and other Free 
night offers In selected 
iT to 3T hotels see yoor local 
travel agent or call: 

0171200 8707 

Thomson 

CityBreaks 

* j ni|fau m a ir hotel fro™ 
:utuvi«£«n lime 
()|tnB Itbm Gatwick. 

m. 




Venice 3nts2s&r £243 


Florence 3 rrts2 star 


Sorrento £399 


Start your holiday 
with a 

Cruise Night out 



Holidays Afloat 


The oxnpiBMyflex^ choice o( 
farmhouses to caste, gotf breaks 
to city breaks in Ireland 

*Hy-*fw*Se«Mn 

* Hr a say 

Breaks from £61 per perm 
fw 7 5 sharing cottage 

tafeny wffliawncar 

Breaks ftim £135 pgr penre 
tor 2 right ettr hBla 


FBffU trawl pkte 

(worth E7J9S) vsih eray booking. 


FaraBrodss, tri. 

0171 317 7015 qadbgNZ 


To book » yur mnl agnt or IeL 

0345336622 ^ 


- PRIVATE CRUISE abaard lux. Bfl 
St Pstersburg. Chybroaks crowed motor yacht Sip* 6. 
brochure INTERCHANGE 0181 WstonkBng (9th you] 0t81 348 


G81 3812 ATQL 2439 


FVance 


07000 337743 

P&O T North Sea Ferries 


•Band on atowfaMniiS nigh t ream far icb and foarpeopfc 


France 


you'd have to be potty 
to take any 
other ferry to France 


THE FASTEST 
COACH 

SERVICE TO EUROPE 




ANTWERP/ 




Al Ibjaroiw frtto Warm 
CBrnhStaaon, London 
I Mwi s psoal «afld ftr nudmuad 
dtpenm trtm Uoilm 
Stec to Mhttf. A* lor dHaN 









Book now for ihe lowest Summer return fares from Dover to Calais. Wb guarantee you won't find 
o cheaper price. Travel across the channel in a way only the French knew how. 

* Price includes cor and five people standard return booked & paid before 30 April 1997. 



0990 711711 


I 7 1 1 7 1 1 ^ff erence c esi 

'/II / 11 -^SEAFRANCE 

For backings and intomedian viui our website a htpY/www.MafraKe.oault 


012 42 240 310 


VtUAS b COTTAGES 


U- Drive France ATi A 
0181 395 8909 *,w 


Bcrgcrac/Dordognc 
Art HoKdays at Parrot 

Bertcci pate, atarndml nature, 
superb food and pnXcwoul 
util ran. B cyum cwiTjur ouncr 
. . ' • npccuB) 
» ekMn * 

• phone 

’ s= *nSra «S 




t(il j w f - j 



MOTORAIL 



SpiM 



Special Interest HpEdays 



ACTIVE & ADVENTUROUS JOURNEYS 


Africa 


USA & Canada 


Australia / NZ 


India, Nepal 8i China 


j S iivwiH i 

jpW Traw lcr wv ' - i -T'- m 


Erochure Line: 

0541 551 163. '..v: 


T st Floor. 1.; Sarl-y Mo'.v Fssb.tga, London VJ4 ^PH 


nail game? nocplaEatDry MMnysISnU see mere 

• Odtu’ai Tours • Native touts 

• Easy Hkes • W ilwn e w Safaris 

• Manor Tteks • seatrens - 

• Hirer Journeys • TaltsMp Voyages 


• Hirer Journeys • TaltsMp Voyages 

In offbeat Europe, Greece, Turkey. Egypt, 

Middle East, Morocco, Mall, East & South 
Africa, China. Japan, Southeast Asia, Thailand, 
USA, Canada, Latin America, Australia, 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

Over 170 unique adventures. From Sdaysta 6 weeks, 
prices from £339 to £3945. 

Cal for colour brochure 

ir 01252 344161 (34*4 
MW/mnuaenxMh 

— — t ■ - « » JMJA | 

explore wonawue w, i 

AUarsbot, 6U112LQ 

Rrihf Banded ATTO/ATOL No. 2595 


i 





Travel Services 


Travel insurance 
you can trust. 

• In-depth cover, competitive rates. 

• Save with our annual cover option. 

• No excess on many aspects of cover. 

• Fair, efficient claims service 
So for worry-free travel 
freecall 0800 336622 now 

or e- mail : gbeigdir^ihaunail 
Lines open; 9am-5pm weekdays, 9om-4pm Saturdays 

• 

ECCLESIASTICAL 


NoijndaHr u Nmthm Inbod 


France 


Short sea 
crossing's to 
France from £49 

Five day return ior car and up to 
five passengers 

Late availability crossings to 
Belgium always available 

Credit cards only Mon - Fn S;i: 


S ZL 

®jF 

g-f 

2^ 



0171 3S1 8519 


LnzuyE 

*3tant 



01253 593333 


LOT Oumsre offer Quality fanh- 
Itoueos, soma vrth pools. Cl asp . 
lug 2/12. £14541880 (015+fl 
328455. 

BflfTTANY, Dordogne, Cots d’Azur 
ft mors. Lowrty «Uu. many with 
pools. Sumstoot Was. ASIA 
VTZTBBroch: 8181 7U7879*. 

CHALET/HOTEL or UoobM excel- 
mil rood, ba r, outdoor s/pool . 
ssuns, tennis, itdhf. pnoUbift 
r af ti ng , mouraaln bddog. golf 
nearby. E200pn ftdi pensio n Inc 
srim with muds. TbtOOSS, 
450757231 r 

PWWENCE(BukM AnM) vRi In 3 
sera oftva grow, Ate 10, maid, 
pool 10x3 metres. Qocs to 18 
Ms golf causae. Weekly Ask to 
ssannL 1,250-1 .500, out a! sea- 
son 1500-1.000. PhomiCaK MBS 
* 9192 0779, or phono 0033 4 
91 80 84494H 0033491 90 8442. 

N ORMAN DY Blow Do Francs. 120 
c wdd ft cotta. NormsmOa 

Vectncos (01 323) 735705 AITO 

AVIGNON, net A 20. Cfty win. 
(MO station 10 mbw. dBOpw, 

TWA 01706 881543 

CYCLE TOUH1NG In Brittany from 
CUM par link. Bnton BB*e* 
01579350378 

ROVAN. FUny equipped 3a In mod- 

uJik » 

■HI U/Tlipn Villi IiMJIIUU POOL 

Si ss ps 4. Bsscb i km. Date M 
Afan 00 33 5482Z7799. 


LOT VAUEY/DORDOGNE SW 
Franca. WMe sataefloo o* Gowary 
houses «l WBh omn pools. Colour 
brochura eontaol Pater Aktoos 
(EngOah) Ktegfisbar HoMaya 
0033 553 4071 13orA0033 553 
407471. 

IOC 18c. cottana kitrsnQu* vaMy. 
Sfps 8. Iga.gdn, prints pod. 
MsyAhinsABapL ESOOpw. 01237 
. 472418 

CYCLING OR WALKING. Hotel U 
hotel tom, wWi tuggaps canted. 
Or slnala cemra holidays. Ba4a 
Franc*. ATOt, ATTO. 01882 


BRITTANY Nr Okten, Otea te £120 
pc Fany dtee. TW. {OTIS) 
2503580. 

SUFRANCE. ml Parana* ■ kwoN. 
nsfl sqpd. 4-bed family house si 
pratty vVag*. 12km sandy beach, 
sfps 8+ cot htetoricai/ sporty/ 
nriaxhg tea*. QQOpwLTM. (0171) 


BRITTANY COAST DaflgMM tent 
cottags. Vscaodas uoUQct, Rr 
ESOpK-M 01 749 305548. .• 

CYCL/NC A MOJLK81G in midbeo*. 
ered Renos. Giaa* toed. Me«*y 
hotels, bags moved. HeadwMar 
(01606) 48B0B ATO ATOL M12. 

NORMANDY Tranquil 2 bsdoensgi, 
SA 4. ElBflpw W 01258 817228 

RURAL GW FRANCE Swhnmhig 
PoolM W, pries Inctudaachamv 
k» 17blB*nheuM l «tiUi*lpsa,3 
bM, 4 DKN Ws 0033 54SBS7486 


Africa 



AND LOOKING FOR A 


iK i 'Mii'i J i i-i; 


Then Join Oasis parties 
around the world for 
walking, sl^itseeing and 
multiactivtty hoTrdays. 
Choosefrom: South 
Africa, Morocco, 
Medi ter r a n ea n Islands, 
Canada, Russia, Egypt, 
EngBsh Lake Distrfct 
AND LOADS MOREI 
Brochure 

Tet 01707 373988 
Rax: 01707 333276 
Box 43, 

Wetayn Garden AL8 6PQ 


8KYROS HoflSdO Holidays to 
Grsecs ft Osrt b bean. Over 200 
ooursaa ted by azoallent tutors 
IncL Kan HusaaS. 80S ibwnsend 
ft Ibysfa WUcor. Superb wttnfl, 
WenJy communBy, del. food. 
0171 284 3065. 

WALKING « GREECE whh 
Trskkktg Kolas. Hus mountain 
bating, painting, sailing. SUNVIL 
01 81-8474748 ATTO ATOLBOB. 


■TWENTY YEARS FROM NOW 
YOU WILL BE MORE 

DISAPPOINTED by 

the THINGS YOU DIDN'T DO 

than by the ones you did. 

M:>rk Twain 


; rns!:s -P- Oi'fC.'tiT.C-. 

01865 3 U600 


EVERYONE 


-S COT AtONTRIBUTION TO MAKE 

Cn.ii'it) Na U70U 


OVERLAND 
ADVENTURES 

Asia, Africa 
& the Americas 


"t ' 


«- 2 ti 37 «tb 

«-CoyU«H 

vBrt*J hnf* 

S 01728 
841133 

Dragoman 

1 Camp Green. Debanhsm* 
SlasrmaricBt, IP146LA 


Himalayas 

qjus Summer cryoy 
Tirkkms; • bikii^ - 


fiatf Drive MAxLydra^ 
and 4x4 ExpcdRkMis • 
VlUkNCfli 
Yora • Ceokffir 

Call Hgnafayonl wnys 

01323 422213 


4#l! 11 : 1 ^ 011 ) 1 ;^ 

S tr. j i i Group Ad vent si rS 
T r 0 v c I W c r I d w i d e 


Oil 4:176-7.500 wi* 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PuMaWng pic 
regrets that although every 
reasonable precaution is taken, 
no rasponsbiHy can be 
Bcoeptad tor (fights andfbr 
a uam modation offered 
IhrougH these cokmns. a any 
lose arising therefrom. Readere 
araadvieadtoialMd 
necessary precautions before 
entering Into any trawl 
arrangements. 


Overseas Travel 



SndfirftMrqmeab 
cdunArfbinbnr 
dttaSimgOMr 1997 raMgt 
cfamtmghoEdtQBU 
OrafetefriMa 
Gnsdnxrc Line 

0345 045904 

QnonReeiKlSM 


SscoKied Ibnis, 1h ode Tbon, 
RlQ BeUdays, Sdf-Drirc tours, 
Alada CrabiiiA Rcjoct Stays, 
Clqr Slays, Holds, Car Hite and 
Mate (homes 


Greece 


Ol mm 




Escape lac matmrtm/n and 
cj pakmm ■ Mai tf J isi si lm 
la a d n ap a md worn ftnpteay 
Ceaatry caanga, Mot vHh pools. 


ruuu m mjpoa: locations. Pin 
fiaOU ’ W anderin g - hoUdaft 

0181 995 9325 

unmji atolmh uni 


.-A-Don't forget 
3 to mention 
j The Independent’ , 
when replying to ; l> 
V adverts /;• 


Greek 
Islands Gub 

VBi holkfayi (or those wAo 
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I tjwtepBppw that did iL 
The null, incensed at its trcat- 

■EPJS** tethering, would 
further enraged by filling his 
cyo and nostrils with pe^er 
w the laugjung villagers. Only 
Ikq, when the beast was aroused 
torts most murderous would 501b 
acte be loosed upon it. 

The bulldog is back in the news 
fo lowing the appropriation of 
tWjf former bull-baiter and most 
potMt of symbols of Britain by the 

bS , d"s^ f0rapartyp0litol 

With an ancestry that can be 
traced variously back to Roman 
legionnaires arriving in 55BC with 
their fighting dogs and to the 
Momssus fighting dog named after 
the ancient Greek Molossi tribe, 
what ts certain is that they were 
surly and unsociable but pos- 
sessed .indomitable courage. 

With a dash of mastiff blood to 

mcrcase its ferocity, for centuries 
the bulldog was carefully bred to 
acquire* and perfect all the physi- 
cal attributes that the barbaric 
“sport'’ of bull-baiting required. 
The underhang of the lower jaw 
enabled it to cling to the bull’s 
muzzle with such tenacity that 
even the most insane bull found 
him impossible to shake off. The 
light, flexible hindquarters per- 
mitted the dog to survive as the 
bull attempted to break its back. 
The protruding lower jaw and 
short muzzles let it breathe as it 
seized the bulls nose and the deep 
furrows around the eyes allowed 
he bull's blood to run off the face, 
-oose skin on the body protected 
ts interna] organs. 

Endorsement for the breed 
<amc from the poet Lord Byron 
vho described his own bulldog. 
Zoatswaifl. as possessing “Beauty 
vilhout Vanity. Strength without 
Iisolence. Courage without 
ferocity, and all the Virtues of 
nan without his Vices". 

Then, in 1835. the “sport" of 
bill-baiting was made illegal and 
tie bulldog faced extinction. 
Ccdit for saving the bulldog must 
gi to a Bill George, who contin- 
ued to breed them. In 1875 the 
fir-t specialist club devoted to the 
bred was established: the Bulldog 
Ciib Incorporated. 

,‘uch ivas the reputation of the 
sloky, courageous dog that his 
nane and mythical temperament 
cane to immortalise the spirit of 
thcx-oplc of Great Britain: The 
Buting Breed. The phrase comes 
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A softie, and no bull 

Labour’s choice wins a pat from Anthony Thornton 


from a music hall song by Arthur 
Reece popular in late Victorian 
and Edwardian Britain called 
“Sons of the Sea, All British Born”. 
In turn it inspired die name erf Bull- 
dog Drummond, the hero of the 
adventure novels of Sapper. In 
them Bulldog Drummond, a for- 
mer army officer and amateur 
detective, righted wrongs with 
resourcefulness and fortitude. 

Churchill in a remark that con- 
firmed the ancient notion that pets 
look like their owners, declared 
the bulldog his favourite pet 

Yet ironically, while its reputa- 
tion as a bold and tenacious ani- 
mal grew those characteristics 
were slipping away through gen- 
erations of selective breeding. 
Hie bulldog came to differ from 
its ancestor and its image in both 


appearance and disposition. With 
its deeply furrowed face, wide-set 
eyes and protniding lower jaw, to 
the uninitiated, the bnlldog 
appears to be both ferocious and 
volatile. In reality, however, it is 
a docile, good-natured and home- 
loving animal fond of children. 
And hopeless as a watchdog. 

Bulls may sleep easier at night, 
but there has been complaints that 
breeding is making the bulldog 
suffer. The size of its head means 
that poppies frequently have to be 
born by Caesarean section. There 
has been a marked increase in 
bitches successfully self-whelping 
but the dog still has a notoriously 
short life-span. Some say it has 
been bred to an abnormal size that 
often interferes with breathing 
and heart action. Leslie Thorpe, 


secretary of the British Bulldog 
Club, disagrees. “I’ve bred bull- 
dogs for 45 years and their heart 
problems arid breathing problems 
are no worse than any other breed 
as long as they get exercise and eat 
healthily," be says. 

Is he happy with Labour’s 
appropriation of the bulldog as its 
election symbol, an idea used by 
the Conservatives in 1987? “Well 
ir's always been a symbol of the 
Conservatives and, put it this, 
way I wouldn't let them use any of 
my bulldogs.” 

Susan Jay, secretary of the Lon- 
don Bulldog Society, is more 
equivocal about the use of Fltz the 
bulldog in politics. “It’s part of the 
burden of being a bulldog, I 
suppose," she says. “It always gets 
trotted out at every opportunity. 


But it is a very clever advert." 

There is a dark side to the bull- 
dog spirit, which should worry 
those who see a real bulldog 
breaking its leash as shown on the 
Labour broadcast. Some 
unscrupulous breeders are 
attracted to the possibility of 
breeding the bulldog with a view 
to re-activating the ferocious tem- 
perament dormant in its genes for 
more than a century. 

However docile the beast there 
is an important lesson to be learnt 
from bulldogs, which Tony Blair 
may find relevant in his future 
struggles with old Labour should 
he lead the next government: as 
they become older crankiness and 
irritability are common. They 
become increasingly over-arotious 
and bark frequently. 
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Duff Hart-Davis 


A ll power to the National Spring- 
Clean campaign, which started 
yesterday - the seventh annual 
offensive launched by the Tidy 
Britain Group. Last year’s 10-day 
blitz, in which 2.6 million people 
took part, brought in 10,400 tons of 
litter, this time the organisers arc 
hell-bent on exceeding that total. 

The clean-up engenders 
tremendous enthusiasm: teams 
from schools, local authorities, 
companies and other sources 
compete, and all ranks not only 
enjoy themselves but gain the 
impression the}' are doing good. 

So they are. Yet surely there is 
something wrong in the fact that 
the drive against rubbish can 
produce such a colossal harvest. 
The total of 10.000 tons represents 
a phenomena] number of individual 
items, most of them very light: how 
many million sweet-wrappers, 
tissues, aluminium drink-cans, 
plastic bottles and burger boxes? 

No doubt the litter problem is 
worst in towns. But casually 
rejected garbage is even more 
offensive in the countryside, which 
should be a green environment 
Are we a nation of sluts? I often 
think so when I ride around our 
lanes on a bicycle, whose modest 
pace gives an "all-too-detailed view 
of the immediate surroundings. 
There appear to be two kinds of 
litter vandal: those who deliberately 
drive out to fly-tip large objects - 
cookers, refrigerators, TV sets, 
mattresses - and those who casually 
throw things out of car windows. 

1 hate both classes: the first 
because they are too idle and/or 
stupid to go to the council tip - an 
admirably-run establishment that 
accepts any domestic reject and 
directs ft towards recycling: and the 
second because they have no 
thought as to the problems their 
slovenly behaviour may create. 

How many motorists realise that 
bottles are killers? In a recent 
survey a naturalist found 77 
mammals trapped in bottles around 
a single lay-by on the A5. Another 
survey discovered 2,000 mice, voles 
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The drive against 
rubbish produces 
a colossal 
harvest - a total 
of 10,000 tons 

and shrews - many dead from 
hunger and thirst - in 900 bottles 
thrown into hedges and bushes. 
Plastic bags can be just as deadly* if 
eaten by sheep or deer. 

Living on a lane that runs 
nowhere. I conduct periodic purges 
of my own. The most recent yielded 
24 alien objects, including seven 
bottles: three glass, four plastic. 
Local people would never throw 
out such junk - and nor, 1 believe, 
would walkers. It must all have 
come from passing cars. 

I believe there is something 
about care that undermines normal 
standards of behaviour. People 
would not dream of dumping 
rubbish on their own territory. Yet 
once in a car. they arc in a separate 
little world. They do not seem to 
appreciate that every wood, field 
and hedge belongs to somebody, 
just as their gardens belong to 
them. The apparent luck of any 
owner acts as a licence to jettison. 

The question is: how to change 
habits? Leaving or depositing litter 
is already a criminal offence subject 
to a maximum fine of £2^>0U - but ft 
is difficult to catch defaulters in the 
act. The long-term answer is surely 
better education, both at school and 
at home. As Gincttc Williamson, 
co-ordinator of the national clean- 
up campaign, remarks, litter should 
be on people's minds not for JO 
days a year, but for 365. 

My only criticism of her splendid 
effort is that it comes a week too 
late. Already the wild garlic, grass, 
nettles and other plants along our 
lane arc high enough to hide 
unpleasant secrets. 

Walking out the other evening. 1 
picked up some chips of rock which 
had fallen into the road and tossed 
them on to the bank. Clink! Glass. 

A freshly-landcu bottle? No - a 
one-pint beer glass, not cracked or 
chipped, perfectly usable. God 
knows who threw it there, or why - 
but HI bet my bools it came from a 
pub and sailed out of a car window. 

If you wish to join the clean-up, the 
hot line number is 0990 885577. 
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The roof of the world 
is a crowded place - 
crowded, that is, 
with the ultimate 
mountain range, 
rather than tourists. 
Harriet O'Brien, 
below, found no 
other visitors to 
Sikkim; Graham 
Hoyland, opposite, 
took some with him 
to Bhutan 


G 


etting to heaven is literally an uphill 
(ask. Or so it seems in the Himalayan 
state of Sikkim, where monasteries are 


perched sublimely at the top of tall, 

^^■^1 forested hills. Spiritually, there's a 
quick wav of finding out how you’re doing in the 
heavenward slakes once you’ve huffed your way 
up to Tashiding gonipa (monastery). This is one 
of the most sacred Buddhist monasteries in the 
smalL serene-looking country whose recent history 
has seen it swallowed up as pan of north-east India. 
Here, you simply follow the groups of monks and 
ladies devoutly spinning their prayer wheels as they 
perambulate the monastery and its outlying walls. 
Then you reach a well-marked point. You stand 
on one side of the path, close your eyes and put 
your index finger out. The trick is to walk across 
the path, still with your eyes dosed, and place your 
finger in a significant hole in the walL If you hit 
the spot you're well on the way to heaven. I tried, 
three times, but at each attempt ended up at a 
lower indentation. A sort of lesser purgatory 
perhaps? ‘Tt's just a bit of fun.” laughed one of 
the monks who had gathered to watch these 
familiar antics. “Better luck next time.” 

At any rate, when you're at Tashiding you feel 
you're a good half-way to heaven. There you are 
near the foothills - itching with orchids - of the 
world's third-largest mountain, Kanchenjunga, 
amidst avenues of fluttering prayer flags. Butter- 
flies flit past the neatly whitewashed stupas while 
sociable dogs amble lazily by your side. 

On my visit, cheerful, maroon-robed monks 
emerged blinking into the bright sunshine having 
taken a break from their chanting and horn blow- 
ing in the richly painted main halL They had gath- 
ered to pray for the Dalai Lama’s trip to Taiwan 
at the end of last month. Although they follow a 
different sect of the Tibetan branch of Buddhism, 
the monks were deeply concerned about the polit- 
ical, as well as spiritual ramifications of the Dalai 
Lama's journey. But that didn't cloud the courtesy 
and sense of fun there. "We were offered mugs of 
Tibetan-style tea, a salty concoction served with 
splodges of butter, and as we sipped our way 
through the oleaginous brew, a deaf-and-dumb 
monastery helper mimed, with evident amusement, 
his own efforts over the hole in the wall. He had 
been more successful than me. 

Visitors come to Sikkim largely to see the colour- 
ful gompas, getting a glimpse into a surviving 
enclave of Tibetan Buddhist culture: to admire the 
spectacular scenery of snowcapped mountains, - 
trailing waterfalls, fantastical ferns, flowers and 
more: and to go trekking through the unspoilt 
peaks and Valiev's around Kangchenjunga. They 
find themselves in a land of easy-going good 
humour, a place with infinite nuances of delicacy 
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High society: a Sikkim pilgrim follows the avenues of fluttering prayer flags in the shadow of the world’s third largest mountain 
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Halfway to heaven 


and politeness. It is a world away from the hustle 
and hassle of neighbouring West BengaL 

Of course you know you’re on your way to a dis- 
tinctly different region from the red tape involved 
in reaching Sikkim. The Indian government has 
designated this a restricted area, and tourists 
need a permit to get there (see below). Paperwork 
in order, your starting point is Siliguri. This is the 
main trading point in Bengal for traffic from 
Darjeeling, Sikkim and the kingdom of Bhutan. 
From here you board a bus or hire a taxi-van and 
gradually twist your way up into the clean green- 
ery of the mountains. Gangtok, the Sikkimese 
capital, is about three and a half hours away. 

The sharp twists of the mountain road are 
painted with signs in English encouraging safe 
driving -“Be gentle with the curve” ana so forth. 
Towands Gangtok the signwriters had got carried 
away with their own moral rectitude: “If you judge 
people you won’t have time to love them” was 
emblazoned on a particularly perilous hairpin 
bend. “Imagination is better than wisdom” said 
another, as if challenging drivers not to get 
distracted by pondering quite what this means. 

The mottos are painted by a branch of the Indian 
army whose job it is to make and maintain the roads. 
And there is a great deal of military activity here: 
Sikkim is a sensitive area, you are informed, because 
of its bonder with Tibet. 

Indeed, travelling north to Yumthang, a partic- 
ularly high and beautiful valley about a day’s drive 
from Gangtok, you pass truckloads of khaki 
vehicles and squads of crisply laundered soldiers. 
As the area is only about 35km from the Tibetan 
frontier, visitors need (another) special permit to 
get there and are not allowed to bring cameras. We 
spent the night at the nearby village of Lachung 


and got up at dawn the next day to catch the moun- 
tains at their best, snowclad peaks glowing in the 
early-morning light As we drove up to die valley 
through a trio of army checkpoints, a Sikh contin- 
gent was out on exercise, doing press-ups by the side 
of the road - turbans neatly in place, moustaches 
immaculately twiddled and not a hair out of place, 
despite their exertions. I couldn't help wondering 
if the corresponding Chinese border guards were 
as wonderfully well groomed - and numerous. 

A Chinese threat is certainly a reason for Indian 
government sensitivity over S ikkim, but by no 
means the only one. “In 1959 the Chinese invaded 
Tibet,” I was told at one monastery. “And in 1975 
the Indians took over S ikkim .” There was much 


international criticism at the time. For centuries, 
Sikkim bad been a proud, independent kingdom 
and its chogyal, or ruler, embodied a leadership 
that was intertwined with the spiritual history of 
the nation. The Indians took over in the name of 
democracy that en route was translated into 
union with themselves. 

Their recent political involvement started in 
1947 when, on independence, they inherited 
British treaties with Sikkim - largely over border 
control. Although during the 1962 Sino-Indian 
border wars the Chinese respected the frontiers 
of the Himalayan kingdoms of Nepal, Sikkim and 
Bhutan, the Indians were left deeply suspicious. 
By the early Seventies the government of Indira 


50 miles, 


Mt Everest 




Gandhi was displaying distinct designs on Sik 
And in 1975, amid democracy demonstration 
Gangtok, the Gandhi government imposed a 
erendum with the result that Sikkim was anne 
as the 22nd state of India. The army surroun 
the cJwgyaTs palace, stripped him of his powers 
placed him under house arrest for two years. 

Accusations flew that the Indian govern 
had simply imported the demonstrators 
Bengal, had considerably swelled the popul 
with a flood of foreign workers (who had 
regard for the independence of Sikkim), an 
in apy case rigged die elections. 

Mass immigration had, in fact, been start 
century by the British, who introduced a largj 
of Nepalese labourers. The Indians continu 
practice and the number of incomers con 
to rise, dramatically so after 1975. Tod 
Sikkimese amount to less than one-quarte 
population of their own country. And h 
though the Sikkimese monasteries are, Bu< 
too, is in the minority - about 60 per cenfof the 
population are Hindu. 

Yet for the Sikkimese, the outlook is not Entirety 
bleak. If their culture is to survive, so mist their 
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Getting there 

British visitors need visas for 
India: these cost £13 (for three 
months) from the Visa Section, 
Indian High Commission, India 
House, Aldwyeh, London WC2B 
4NA (0891 880880 for recorded 
information). Permits for Sikkim 
(15 days) are reasonably easy to 
obtain, at no extra charge, from 
the Indian High Commission in 
London or, in India, from the 
permit office in Siliguri. 


Sikkim and Bhutan fact file 


Flights: Harriet O'Brien paid 
£408 (including tax) for a flight 
from Heathrow to Delhi with 
Lufthansa, booked through 
Trailfinders (0171-938 3366). 
Internal flights to Bagdogra on 
Indian Airlines or Jet Airways 
cost around £70 extra each way. 
There’s also a train to SDiguri 
but you need plenty of time for 
this. 


Getting around 
Travel within Sikkim is fairly 
restricted. Visitors are permitted 
to travel west as far as Polling 
(visiting the monasteries of 
Thshidmg and Pemayangtse en 
route). For journeys further west 
and to the north you may only 
travel in groups of four foreign- 
ers and you need a special permit 
Travel agents in Gangtok are 


helpful and numerous - and will 
look after the paperwork as well 
as teaming tourists and arranging 
transport and accommodation. 
Accommodation 
Guest houses, offering “feeding 
and lodging” are generally dean 
and comfortable. Harriet O'Brien 
paid 500 rupees (£8.70) a night 
at the Anola Hotel on MG Mai-g 
in Gangtok (03592 23238), and 
at the Norbu Gang in Pelting, 
west Sikkim (03593 50566, simi- 


lar prices). Bring a hot-water 
bottle; most places arelinhcated 
and get very cold. 

When to go / 

April and May are prine months 
to see the Himalayan flowers in 
their full glory - entin hillsides 
covered with wild rhododendron 
blooms. The tourist sjason ends 
at the start of June (when the 
monsoon begins) ana resumes in 
October. December Jo February 
it gets jolty chilly at sight. 


something 
to declare 


A likely story “Let Kula Shaker, INXS, Boyzone and more show you around the world” - MTV presJ release 



F rom the beachballs of Holiday 
to the hip sunglasses of Rough 
Guide , holiday programmes 
have to drag you by the scruff of the 
neck away from the joyless rainy sub- 
urbs and deposit you in exotic loca- 
tions worldwide. MTV World Tbur 
takes the innovative approach of 
depositing the viewer on an entirely 
new planet: MTV world. 

MTV world is a homogenised 
world of jump-cuts, (not so) 


Steadicam and a spaghetti of differ- 
ent film stocks. Dizzying and daz- 
zling and roughly about nothing, it's 
an experience which can only be 
described as “intense”. 

In the main section, presenter Dan 
Roland explores the complex world 
of Cuba, where the last bastion of 
communism rubs suntan lotion into 
the shoulders of exploitative tourism. 
Dan comes to the conclusion that 
this is a bad thing. 


The programme travels to India to 
share the insights into Delhi of the 
lead singer of Kula Shaker, Crispian 
Mills. “Welcome to smelly Delhi,” he 


and chicken on a Kibbjitz and gets 
drunk a lot By the wat, Christof 
reckons Jerusalem is ‘intense". 
The MTV World Tour accom- 


. . j r rruim jmui atCOIJ]- 

says. Caspian concludes that Delhi is ptishes in half an houj what the UN 


“intense”. 

In Israel, the model looks of 
Christof, a German backpacker, are 
given the full black-and-white treat- 
ment as die film crew follow him on 
his “Fab Fortnight”. Christof climbs 
trees and does some work with fish 


has spent fifty years fumbling 
towards: it levels out ill cultures. 

MTV World Tbur will be broad- 
cast every Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday for the next five weeks 



Boston £179 Capa Town £438 

JaTrarg 1398 Harare £499 

Miami £198 Nairobi £315 

New York £179 Rio £499 


Singapore £399 Sydney £489 

Toronto £179 Washington £179 

Alicante £189 Amsterdam £78 

Barcsloaa £99 DoMin £59 

Mahon £89 Maaich £79 

Prague £149 Ttoerito £W9 

IPricts exclude international Departure Tkxes • ati prises suftfsor id maHabBtyl 
For oH your Flight Requirements plum 
• Car Hire • Airport Hotels • Airport Parking • Insurance 
CALL: 

0990 014101 

LINES OPEN; MON-HU 130-7.00 SATURDAY MS-MO SUNDAY 1&M-4JM 
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Trouble spots 

While air travellers from 
Britain are penalised by Air 
Passenger Duty (set to 
double in November), some 
Central European countries 
have identified visiting 
motorists as a potential 
source of funds. These are • 
some examples of the fees 
that drivers are liable to 
pay: 

Austria: “Holidaymakers 
may purchase either weekly 
or two-monthly discs. The 
cost of the weekly disc is 
ATS 70 (about £3.60). The 
two-monthly disc, which is 
valid for two consecutive 
calendar months, will cost 
ATS 150 (about £7.70).'’ 

- Austrian National Tburist 
Office (0171-629 0461). 

Czech Republic: 1A ... 
motorway toll coupon of 
Kcs 400 (approx £10) per 


Bargain of the week 


car and per calendar year is 
payable at the Czech border 
crossing on arrival. Failure to 
comply may mean being 
fined by the Czech police.” 

- Cedok brochure. 

Switzerland: “If you’re 
going to be motoring in or 
through Switzerland, you 
need to obtain a motoring 
tax disc called ‘vignette’. 
This annual lax of 40 Swiss 
francs is levied on all cars 
and motorcycles using the 
Swiss motorways. An 
additional fee of 40 Swiss 
francs applies to trailers and 
caravans. This tax, which is 
available at border 
crossings, can also be 
purchased by sending a 
cheque for £18 to 
Switzerland Tourism, Swiss 
Centre, Swiss Court, 

London W1V 8EE." 

- Switzerland Touris m 


Catch the first fight out of 
London City airport, and you 
can travel to aity Air UK 
destination for £59 return 
(plus tax), with no restrictions 
on the homebound flight 
The reason for this extra- 
ordinary offer is that the air- 
line’s schedules are designed 
for business travellers 
coming to the City of 
London - the inbound Sights 
arrive well before 9 am. But 
that means the return leg has 


• no clearly defined marke So 
AirUK(Q34S 666777) aia 
to fill these flights by sell ig 
off the first flight out fnn 
fare well below average, nd 
also by waiving the norrjsl 
Saturday night stay at tl 
destination. 

The deal will suit busi :ss 
travellers to Holland or 
Scotland who don’t mine 
arrrvmg at their destinat n in 
nud-moming, as lone as lev 

_ save a fortune bv d»ino^ . 
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down on 
Creation 


JL £ toss national happi- 

m M m ness is more impor- 

I ■■ fant [hen gross nat- 
V M *°nal product” So 
Jigme Singye 
WangchqL King of Bhutan. It was this 
statement which first made me curious 
about a mysterious mountain kingdom 
squeezed between India and Tibet 

The more I found out, the more 
■Emanating it became. As with Tibet 
Bhutan's rulers believed in keeping 
the Foreigner out which means that 
the country is virtually untouched by 
the modem world. It is a medieval 
land of ancient dzong (monastery- 
fortresses) and archers, and even 
today the people wear the tradi- 
tional national costume - by law. 
They are of Tibetan stock, and their 
houses arc like beautifully built Swiss 
chalets with huge caves and intricate 
Buddhist motifs to ward off demons. 

It is a stupendously beautiful coun- 
try. The southern foothills are cov- 
ered with tropical jungle; the central 
valleys are highly cultivated and sep- 
arated from one another by high 
ridges. The mountains to the north, 
part of the Himalayan chain, are 
mostly unmapped, unnamed and 
unclimbed: many are held sacred, or 
arc gods in their own right. 

The king allowed Westerners in for 
the first time in 1*574 to witness his 
coronation, and since then very lim- 
ited tourism has been allowed. 
Whereas the Himalayan kingdom of 
Nepal, to the west, had 250,000 visi- 
tors last year, Bhutan allowed in only 
4.U00. with about 1,000 of those 
going trekking around the interior. 
By stipulating that each tourist had 
to spend a minimum of $200 a day, 
and that they travelled in groups of 
more than five, Bhutan ensured that 
the maximum foreign exchange 
entered the country, together with 
the minimum foreign disturbance. 
People end up paying more than 
£3.500 for a three-week walking hoi-, 
iduv. Considering the environmental 
damage done to parts of Nepal by " 
mass tourism, the King chose wisely. 

I was fortunate enough to per- 
suade a tour company to send me 
there as a irek-leadcr. Each group of 
Westerners walking in the interior is 
generally accompanied by such a 
person, whose role is to liaise be- 
tween the local trekking crew and the 


clients. The trek-leader has to sort 
out airport and hotel check-ins, and 
be a general troubleshooter and an 
all-round good egg who makes sure 
everyone is happy. A sort of Butlin’s 
Redcoat in climbing boots. •••• 
Flying into Bhutan is an adventure 
in itself. You board a miniature aero- 
plane in Delhi, and drone over the 
plains of northern India. Beyond the 
pilot's head you. see the Himalay as 
rear up in slow motion, and soon he 
announces that he can see Everest. 
You strain your eyes into the icy glit- 
ter. Then the plane begins a sharp 
descent. It banks round tjghify skims 
a ridge and suddenly lunges at a tiny 
airstrip. There is an appalling cacoph- 
ony from the engines, and you .are 
down in the capital, T him phu 
I had been bnefed for this moment 
1 raced down the steps and legged it 
for a small wooden garden shed on 
the airfield perimeter. With 10 peo- 
ple to clear through immigration 1 
wanted to be first As 1 received the 
Last stamp I nodded with grim satis- 
faction some other poor sod of a trek- 
leader, fists full of passports, trying to 
figh t off his clients. We weregoing to 
follow a route that was graded “stren- 
uous”. It went through the very heart 
of the country and along Bhutan’s bor- 
der with Tibet. I landed doing this 
because I wanted a dose look at some 
of the unclimbed mountains. The 
motives of my clients were more com- 
plicated. In age they ranged from 40 
to 58, in occupation bom company 
director to bookkeeper. Fbr oue of 
them it was the trip of a lifetime; for 
others, I suspect, it was a wayofresolv- 
ing some deep personal questions. 

Our journey began at the extraordi- 
nary Thksang Monastery, or Tiger’s 
Nest. It is attached, more like a swal- 
low’s nest, to aAOOOft precipice. This 
is where the Guru Ifedma Sambhava 
flew tp Tibet on the back of a tiger to 
defeat demons tryipg to oppose flic flow 
of Buddhism mtoBhutam Wfe were gaz- 
ing at this building, which resembles a 
\*fe& 0 n-«uper-Mare guea-bouse bofced 
toa cliff, when I ventured the sugges- 
tion that as tourists we u$matefy 
destroyed whatwe had came tp see. We . 
were in the country as a privileged van- 
guard of what I fear wiD become a tor- 
rent, and this thought had been bugging 
me ever since we’d landed. The homily 
was greeted with a stony silence. 
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Tiger’s nest: Taksang Monastery clings to a 4,000ft precipice 


And so began the trek proper. If s 
a congenial lie. You are woken soon 
after dawn and given a steaming cop 
of tea. Shortly afterwards, as you 
digest the view of pink mountains 
through the tent door, an aluminium 
washing-bowl of hot water is placed 
outside your tent Once washed and 
dressed, you pack a kit-bag and day- 
pack. The kit bag goes bn one of 26 
ponies, the day-pack on you. Then, 
whileyou eat breakfast at a table out- 
side; the camp-staff take down the 
tents and load the animals. 

Then the trials of trek-leadership 
start As I was warned, two of the 
clients - usually the younger men - 
will decide to walk as fast as they can 
along the trail to prove that they are 


tougher than the others. They then 
reach a fork, and inevitably choose 
the path less travelled. They get lost 
and attempt to rejoin the correct 
track by traversing a steep and dan- 
gerous ridge that intervenes. Even- 
tually they stumble into camp well 
after dark, bloody and exhausted. 

Walking in early morning in Bhutan 
is enthralling. For anyone who likes 
gardening it is a constant delight; two 
of the clients were amateur botanists 
and the air was regularly split with 
cries of pleasure as they spotted a tree- 
banging orchid or a familiar conser- 
vatory plant Lunch might be had sit- 
ting on a natural lawn next to a river, 
or amongst the rocks on a high pass. 
Another three hours’ walking and the 


STOLL PICTURES/MARK EDWARDS 

night's camp-site is reached, and usu- 
ally tea is ready. I loved the way the 
ponies rolled on the ground with joy 
when their loads were removed. 

Ttekkers are so few and the countiy 
so uninhabited that we were able to 
have fires most nights. This simply isn’t 
possible in Nepal, a countiy ravaged 
by deforestation. One night we camped 
at the remote village of Laya. The peo- 
ple here are famous for their yak-hair 
clothes and curious conical bamboo 
hats. And as I listened that night to the 
extraordinary ringing of the local girls 
- a strange, hypnotic threnody - 1 felt 
oddly dislocated back into a medieval 
land. Forget time travel, I thought; the 
past is here, now, and in Bhutan. 

Graham Hoyfand 
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H alfway through 
our conversation, 
the Consul sent 
me all the way to the 
bank. I wasn't laughing, 
mind. The prospect of a 
\ 1 was receding with 
each searching question 
about my intentions and 
resources. Being fold to 
scum off in search of 
flimsy proof of financial 
probilv seemed a final 
indignity. But. studying 
the bank statement 
intently, he concluded 
that I was unlikely 
single ha nded Jy to 
undermine society. 


After a percussive 
flurry of rubber- 
stamping, I emerged 
with my prize: the right 
to visit the Co-operative 
Republic of Guyana - 
confidante of the USSR- 
Seven years on, the - - 
bureaucratic tangles for 
travellers to the Soviet 
Union (plus its friends 
and distant relations) 
have unravelled. The 
queues outside 
embassies in the 
"Bayswarer triangle" in 
West London have 
dwindled. Prospective 
visitors to Poland and - 



Simon CaJder 


Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and Guyana 
no longer need visas. 


Even at the handsome 
Russian embassy, the 
officials began to smile 
and phase out the 
traditional “No". 

Yes, you can have a 
visa without a detailed, 
pre-paid itinerary. Yes, 
if you need to fly to 
Moscow tomorrow you 
can have a visa today. 
The biggest country on 
earth opened up to the 
world’s largest industry. 

On Wednesday, the 
Cold War broke out 
again. A fax from the 
Russian Consulate- 
General in Edinburgh 


revealed that “tit-for- 
tat" diplomacy has 
spread to tourism. The 
problem is Britain’s 
attitude to Russian 
visitors. Until the 
collapse of the USSR, 
restriction on Soviet 
tourists were academic. 
Now. thousands of the 
sew Russian rwuvea ux 
riches want to visit the 
West. London is top of 
the average wish-list. 
But to get a UK visa 
often requires a visit to 
the British Embassy in 
Moscow. For people 
who live in Vladivostok, 


6.000 miles east, an 
interview in the Russian 
capital is not awfully 
convenient. And even 
after the one-week train, 
there is no guarantee 
that the precious visa 
will be issued. 

The Russians are set 
to give British rravellere 
a taste of the same 
medicine. As well as 
your passport and three 
mugs hots, you must 
supply "a confirmation 
issued by a Russian 
tourist company 
accredited by the 
Foreign Ministry". 


Even if you clear this 
mountain of paperwork, 
"The Consulate General 
reserves the right to call 
the applicants for an 
interview and to ask 
questions dealing with 
personal, financial, 
business issues as well as 
with your Russian 
contacts and partners". 

A bottle of vodka 
awaits the reader who 
reports the best dialogue 
with the Consul. 
Meanwhile, I commend 
a visit to the now 
genuinely Co-operative 
Republic of Guyana. 
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China & Wong Kong 


8 Days Beijing & Hong Kong £895 

Spend right days in two of the Far East’s most exciting cities. 
Experience thebjgiaaspleridourof Brijing’s baiting past. 
VfejVTIaiwunen Square, the Forbidden City and the Summer 
Palace. No journey to China would be complete without a 
visit to the famous Great Vfall of China and the Ming Ibmbs, 

During this period of momentous historical change for Hong 
Kong taste the evocative hustle and bustle of this vSnant city.* 
Take a boat-ride round the harbour, enjoy the view from 
Victoria Psakor sample the varied shopping delights that 
Hong Kang offers. 

Departures on 13th, 20th tt 27th May 

four Pike £893 indudw ffighfewith Air Chou from London H rethrow 
to Beijing returning from Hong Kong, flight Beijing lo Hong Kong, H 
niAbm 

in Great WiBand forbidden Gty exowions. PHeetoper person 

sharing a twin room,' Siagk room suppJemwtCOO. 

TVhr"^<4>«raMdbyExpfcreBTb«i» - ABfoV38fl8ArPL29U 


; China & Hong Kong ‘ 
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For your brochure 
and booking form 

*01753 681999 

or compute and send toe coupon 
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NORTHERN 

CYPRUS 


THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN S 
BEST KEPT SECRET 

7 Nights from £375 

N orthern Cyprus is one of the 

Mediterranean's hidden gems, little 
known and relatively' untouched by 
Tourism you will not find it offered in the 
pages of die major tour operators 
brochures. Consequently, the visitor 
numbers are low in comparison to other 
Mediterranean destinations and the 
atmosphere is similar to that experienced 
some 30 yeazs ago in European resorts 
before the advent of the ‘package tour’. 

Northern Cyprus offers the traveller 
everything that is required for a peaceful, 
relaxing and stress-free break. The 
scenery is nothing short of magnificent, 
the history' fascinating, the people 
weltroming, the food excellent and the 
weather all you would expeci from an 
Eastern Mediterranean location. 

Our base is the Onar Village and 
Hotel which is located in the hills 
behind the enchanting resort of Kyrenla. 
In our opinion it is quite the nicest of 
hotels in Northern Cyprus. You have the 
choice of large one-bedroomed garden 



cottages or hotel rooms with balcony. 
Facilities include a large swimming pool 
restaurant, bar, library, games room, craft 
shop and courtesy car service into 
Kyrenia. 

During the months of June, July and 
August we offer high summer 7 or 14 
night breaks from as little as £419 per 
person. In Aurumn and Spring our 7 
night Kyrenia and Beyond tour or 
W&Iking tour provides a comprehensive 
look at the country from £749 per 
person. From November to March 
special 7 night trips are offered from only 
£375 per person. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Please telephone 0171-409 0376 

17 days a wrrk during oflia* bauipl. 
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1 1 CHARLES STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON W1X 8 IE 
TUOTONE 0171-4Q9 0376 FACSIMRE 0171 -409 0834 
24 HOUR BROOME ANSWEBPHONE 0171 -355 1424 
MOL 3106 ABIA V321X 
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A comer of London 
that is forever green 

Anna Pavord finds an oasis of self-help 


B ecause gardening teaches you the 
value of the long view and the 
virtues of stoicism (plants are great 
stoics), gardeners generally are not mili- 
tant - even in their own defence. But 
when Islington Council withdrew* an 
annual £12,000 grant from the Culpepper 
Community Garden in north London, the 
local people who garden there fought 
haTd to defend the patch that provides 
them tand anyone else who wants to w alk 
there) with a restorative touch of green 
in an area that desperately needs iL 
The garden, next door to a children's 
playground, is at the south end of 
Cloudcsley Road. Over the railings, you 
look into a patchwork of liny gardens, 
each no more than 10ft by 12ft, growing 
an extraordinary mixture’ of trees, fruit, 
flowers and vegetables. One plot is full of 
eomfrey. grown to make liquid feed. 
Another has a mouthwatering selection 
of broccoli. A third has seduirc lavender, 
euphorbia and daffodils, each daffodil 
surrounded with scraps of red brick. 
Like allotment sites, this community 


garden speaks volumes for the invent- 
iveness of gardeners. But this is different 
from an allotment site. It is gardened by 
individuals, but done for the pleasure of 
all. And £12,000 seems a cheap way for 
Islington Council to fix the patch. They’d 
pay three times as much to garden it 
under council tender, as public parks are. 

I asked Ken Standing, chairman of 
Culpepper’s management committee, 
how Islington’s grant was spent. Most of 
it is used to pay a garden worker, Nicola 
Reynolds, who looks after the bits 
between the plots and, by her presence, 
cuts down on the vandalism that is a 
constant irritation. Some money is needed 
to repair paths and fences. Some was 
spent on the sturdy compost bins that 
stand behind the community hut. 

There’s no vetting of members. Any- 
body who lives nearby can ask for a plot, 
as long as they do not have a garden. Mr 
Standing said they had Italian gardeners, 
Spanish and Portuguese. Thaf explained 
why there were so many good vegetables 
there. Especially Calabrese. And red- 


leaved chicory growing with marigolds. 

One tiny patch was rather grandly 
planted with an evergreen Magnolia gun - 
diflora. That was worth £6,000 as a heart 
lift on its own. There were amelancbiers 
in delicate blossom, and a fine alder tree 
growing by the hut Over the brick wail 
that doses off the garden from Cloudes- 
ley Road, a sweet-scented Clematis 
armandii flung long, voluptuous trails. . 

So what’s the fate of the garden now? 
The Culpepper gardeners won a victory 
in persuading Islington not to dump 
them altogether, but the council has 
halved their grant to £6,000. The man- 
agement committee is loth to put up gar- 
den rents (at present £10 a year) because 
they don’t want the place to become, in 
Mr Standing's phrase “an inward-looking, 
garden clubby sort of place.” The search 
for alternative funding is on. 

If you would like to contribute, go to the 
Culpepper Community Garden plant sale 
on Sunday 27 April llam-lpm. Tojointhe 
community garden, call 0171-833 3951. 
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FLORAL ARCHES 


I PERGOLAS, BOWERS, 
j GAZEBOS A WALKWAYS 





SEND NOW FOR 
YOUR FREE COPY 
OF BRITAIN’S 
BIGGEST 
GARDENING 
CATALOGUE 

Featuring AgriJr3mes 
structures plus hundreds 
Of the very best gardening 
products and ideas. 


OBELISKS 

SCREENS AND 
PANELS 


7a Ajr.'ramM Ltd . Brochure 4490. Cbarlwoods Road" 
Ext! Gwaieod. Sussex RH19 2HG. 


Name . 


Address. 


.Postcode 
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!< THE \ JOPASCO • SHADE 

SE Finest umbrella 
Under the suN 

For your FREE colour brochure 
on the Lies (nost quality Shade Umbrellas contact 
JP^SCO Ltd. IN. Uni! 1 * Tndent Industrial Estate 
S'acKthorno Road - Colnbroak • BoitaJnro SL3 OAX 
onouirma worcamo 


24 Hour 

Brochure Orderlmo 


3 01753 680858 

Fax: 01753 650223 




The Connoisseur 
Plant Club 

China, md oidnuI hardy 
r'-Bit rjifclwn hy mail Wirt 
Fnnn Sj-mpraixin arqvtiu 
lo adranphora Uuwana; 
Iiddi cmluiu libctKAta 
Salrb pczcu-abkU. from 
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many. many diw 
F or nemtanhlp write 

to God* Gardens. New Road, 
Shx'itiinuv, Donat DTX JSA 
w telephone 01*55 SITTC. 


15 YEARS! 


WOULD YOU PREFER TO OWN 5 PLASTIC 
HOSE REELS OR ONE HASH. REEL? 



<=> 5 YEAH LEU 
G0UMIEE 

ode cast ALanerai 
siAiEsssi m. 
CMSlUClHi 
cOJOTBUGEMBKlKliFE 
OF 15-20 YEARS 
OWP BLDSAU B 
EXCBDK 380,000 
& mUTf UXES8MES 
SUPPLES 


MARK 2 THROUGH FEED 

HOSE REEL 

FOR FRE LEAFLET AND PB1CE LIST CONTACT 

HASELDEN ENTERPRISE UK, 
Dept I ND/3, P0 Box 44, Craalelgh, Surrey 
6U67YH* Tel/Fax: 01483 273664 


HASEL 5 PIECE BRASS HOSE FITTING SET. 
LOW PRESSURE WATER SAVER SPRINKLER 


% THE ENDEFEVDEOT 

For more information on advertising 
with this section please call the 
Gardening Tteam on 

01712932323/2344 


SAM OLDHAM 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


For FREE Colour 
Catalogue contact: 

Dept ( INf. Main 
Road, Wrangle. 
Boston. Lines. 
PE22 HAT 




Woodland Nirsery grown 
WILD FLOWER BOLBS 
2- 3 yr okl MuetaB butels 
1730 per 1 00; £1 S pw 250 
Btuefeci lewb. £7 .50 per 
lOOIL £15 far 2500 Mature «« 
Daffcxfflbuta25fer£750,50 
Jor£IZ50. Indudes fate 
defrrery md tafonrwrtve WliJ 
Flnw aatagae with Ml 
qJtuni mu ndfa ns . Oriadste: 
K Thome. Brain. Ltaidcrfd. 

Ggfwwdd LL23 7RF 
01678 530427 



Communal cause: Culpepper Garden is a shrine to the 
inventiveness of gardeners photograph: phiup meech 


Scented and 
frilly yellow 



I ’m not surprised to find 
that in the 10 years this 

column has appeared. IVe 
never written about daffo- 
dils. What loon would want to 
write about daffodils when 
they could be writing about 
tulips? But, in the interests of 
fair play, they o ugh t to have an 
outing. And, of course, they 
are a great deal easier to 
please than tulips. It's one of 
the. most irritating about 
them in our garden. They swell 
and increase mightily, while 
my precious tulips dwindle. 
Most -of them (except the 
“tazzetta” types such as 
‘Cheerfulness’) seem to enjoy 
the damp, heavy ground. 

It didn’t surprise me either 
that, although I keep saying 
that Fm not mad about them, 
there are more than 20 differ- 
ent kinds flowering at the 
moment in the garden. 

The ones with a swoony 
smell are best. That puts 
‘Quail* near the top of the list, 
along with other jonquils such 
as Trevithian’ and the much 
tinier ‘Baby Moon' which 
grows to 6 in or 7in tall. The 
original wild jonquils are 
natives of Spain and Portugal 
and grow in damp meadows 
along die river valleys of the 
Douro, the Tfejo and the 
Guadalquivir. ‘Quail’ has a 
particularly sweet smell, and is 
a clear, bright yellow, the cup 
exactly the same colour as the 
frill around iL There can be 
two or three flowers together 
on a stem, about I2-14in tall. 
I have them growing in dumps 
between cones of box in a 
narrow border. 

Trevithian 7 and ‘Quail’ are 
both flowering now. The 
smaller "Single Jonquil', more 
like the wfld species, comes 
later this month, fabulously 
scented, with a dear yellow 
flower well set against grassy, 
rich green foliage. 

‘Thalia’ one of the Triandus 
narcissus flowering now, is ele- 
gant with its creamy flowers 
and long-fingered petals, but it 
has no smell. It lights up a dark 
patch under a spreading arm 
of ceanothus. but I wouldn’t 
plant it next to a path. There, 
you need something like the 
creamy-flowered ‘Cheerful- 
ness*, which grows to about 
14in high and is -beautifully 
scented. So is ‘Geranium', 
another of this family, with a 
pure white frill round a small, 
glowing orange centre. 

For naturalising in grass, you 
need daffodils that look as 
though they might be growing 
there of their own accord. That 
means avoiding the monster 


yellow trumpet daffodils such 

U ‘Golden Harvest and 
‘Unsurpassable*. which look as 
though they would break a 

bone in your f00t ^ ha PT 
peoed to flop on to iL Avoid 
fancy, orchid-flowenng : types 
such as -Cassata, too. m ths sit- 
uation. Choose instead old- 
fashioned poeticus rmra^isjch 
as ‘Actaea’, which flowere from 
mid-April onwards, and ‘Pheas- 
ant Eye’ which picks up the 
baton in May, to gte a long, 

continuous season of flooring. 

Where dumps of daffodils 
have stopped flowering, you 
need to lift and divide them, 
replanting smaller groups of 
the bulbs in ground refreshed 
with a couple of handfuls of 
bonemeal. Water the clumps 
well when they have been 
resettled. The best time to do 
this is between July and Sep- 
tember when top growth has 
died down (and you’ve forgot- 
ten where the clumps were). 

Remember that the best 
flowers are usually produced in 
the second year after planting, 
though the greatest number of 
flowers will probably follow in 
the third year after planting. 

SEE daffodils at Brodie Cast le •, 
Forres, Moray, Imvmcss-shire, 
Mon-Sat llam-5.30pm, Sun 
1.30pm-5.30pm. admission 
£3.60; Bainton House, Stam- 
ford, Cambs. tomorrow 2pm- 
5.30pm, admission £1.50; 
KiUerton Garden, near Exeter, 
Devon, daily 10.30am-dusk. 
admission £3.20; Algors Mill 
Iron Acton, near Bristol tomor- 
row 2pm-6pm, admission 
£1.50; Bramdean House, 
Bmmdean, Hants, tomorrow 
2pm-5pm, admission £1 
BUY daffodils in autumn from 
Balfydom Bulb Farm, Balfy- 
dom Hill KflUnchy, Newtow- 
nards, Co Down BT23 6 QB 
(01238 541250): Brian Duncan 
Daffodils, Knowehcad, 15 
Balhmahatty Ed, Omagh. Co 
Tyrone BT78 1PN (01662 
242931 ); Copford Bulbs, Dor- 
setts, Birch Rd, Copford, Col- 
chester, Essex C06 1DR (01206 
330008). 

READ ’Narcissus, a Guide to 
Wild Daffodils' by John Blan- 
chard (Alpine Garden Society 
£22). Knowing how the \ vrious 
species g/mv in die wild gives you 
the best possible guide to mak- 
ing daffodils happy in the garden. 
JOIN The Daffodil Society, Sec: 
Mrs Jackie Petherirridge. The 
Meadows, Puxton, Nr Weston- 
super-Mare. N Somerset BS24 
6TF (01 934 833641), subscrip- 
tion £5 a year. 

ANNA PAVORD 


Sponge the leaves of 
conservato ry-grown 
camellias to dean off sooty 
mould. Soft soap is best for 
this job. Remove old wood 
and overcrowded shoots 
from indoor abutilons. Start 
canna roots into growth in 
boxes of moist compost. 
They give a magnificently 
tropics! air to a mixed 
border, but, like dahlias, 
can't go out until all danger 


Weekend work 


of frost has passed. 

If you have a new lawn in 
mind, resist the temptation 
to skimp on preparation. 
Rake soil several times in 
different directions to get a 
level surface. Get rid of all 
stones and shuffle over die 
soil in your boots to tread 
down the surface. Choose a 


seed mixture to suit the site. 

Think about stakes now.. 
Letting nature take its 
course is all very well, but 
nature did not invent top- 
heavy delphiniums. Single 
bamboo canes are fine for 
these cathedral spires. Use 
twiggy pea sticks for plump 
plants such as Michaelmas 


daisies, and tall half-moon 
stakes for shrub roses such 
as ‘‘Ispahan”. 

Continue to sow seeds of ' 
annuals to flower in the 
garden this summer. “Full 
Sun” (Suttons, 95p) is a 
classic huge yellow sunflower 
with heads 12 in across. 
“Velvet Queen” (Thompson 
& Morgan, £1.59) has 
flowers of a sumptuous 
mahogany. 



CUTTINGS 

The National Council for the 
Conservation of Plants and 
Gardens has been 
extraordinarily successful in 
encouraging national 
collections of garden plants. 
There are enormous benefits 
in having such collections. 
Selfishly, of course, we think 
first of the pleasure of being 
able to go and look at them. 
But collection owners also 
do a great deal of work in 
unravelling wrong names 
and in saving some of the 
old cultivars from 
disappearing altogether 
from cultivation. 

Now three of them have 
published booklets about 
their collections. Denis 
Bradshaw has been building 
up his honeysuckle 
collection for 100 years and 
now has about 100 different ■ 
kinds. His 24-page booklet 
(£3.95) includes 
information on looking 
after and pruning 
honeysuckles. Sylvia Norton 
has written about her 
collection of lathyrus, 
cousins of the sweet-pea 
(£3.95 for a 30-page 


This week: 
focus on 
special plant 
collections 


booklet). John and Jean 
Ainsworth's 54-page 
booklet (£4.95) is about the 
family of sarracenias, North 
American pitcher plants. 

The booklets are all 
available by post from the 
NCCPG at The Pines, RHS 
Garden, Wisley, Woking, 
Surrey. GU23 6QP. Add 5Gp 
for postage and packing. 

Denis Bradshaw’s 
honeysuckle collection is 
held at J Bradshaw & Son, ■ 
Busheyfields Nursery, Heme, 
Heme Bay, Kent CT6 7U 
(01227 375415) and is open 
Tues-Sat, 10am-5pm, 
admission £1. Sylvia 
Norton’s collection of 
lathyrus is at Weavers 
Cottage, 35 Streetly End, 
West Wickham, Cambridge 
CB16RP (01223 892399) 
and is open by appointment 
only during the sweet pea 
season. The Ainsworth’s 
collection of more than 120 
pitcher plants is at Bank 
Farm, Bank Head Lane, 
Bamber Bridge, Preston, 

PR5 6YR (01772 321557) 
and is open by appointment 
only, admission £1. 
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haute couture 
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ROAD TEST Mitsubishi Galant 

By John Simister 



The reborn company's 
new sports bike is 
challenging Honda, 
writes Roland 
Brown 


T he recent aews that Tri- 
umph’s new T595 Daytona 
sports bike outsold 
Honda's mighty contender, 
the CBR90ORR Fire- 
Blade, in the first three months of 
this year will have come as no sur- 
prise to enthusiasts who have tried 
to buy one — the British bike is sold 
out for several months to come. 

Such was the response when the 
995cc three-cyfinder road burner was 
revealed last autumn that the Tri- 
umph was guaranteed a high rank- 
ing in the sales charts even before it 
had turned a wheel in anger. 

Why the excitement? The T595 - 
the factory code name - is the hist 
Hinckley-built bike to compete 
head-on with the Japanese and Ital- 
ian firms in the laige-capadty super- 
sports class, motorcycling’s most 
gj amorous and hard-fought arena. 
More to the point, the new British 
challenger is proving itself good 
enough to hold its own against the 
FIreBlade and Ducatfs 916. 

Until now. Triumph's remarkable 
rise since being relaunched ax years 
ago had been based on fine but con- 
servative models that shared many 
components, including their frame 
and most engine parts. This kept 
production costs down, and allowed 
Triumph to expand its range quickly. 
It also prevented the specialisation 
required to make a competitive 
sports bike. 

The T595 Daytona is significant 
not just because it is Triumph’s best 
bike yet but because it represents a 
decision by John Bloor, the film’s 
boss, to attack the super-sports mar- - 
ket with a purpose-built machine for 
the first time. Even so. Triumph’s 
designers quickly whipped off the 
fairings to create a second new 
model, the aggressively styled T509 
Speed Triple. 

Raising the stakes in such a high- 
profile, way was a bold move for a 
small company (Triumph employs 
450 people), but so far the gamble 
is paying off. With the 1,550 
machines allocated to the British 
market before August all accounted 
for, the T595 looks set to be one of 
the year’s best-selling bikes of any 
category - not bad for a machine 
that costs almost £10,000. Export 
demand is high, too. 

Amid the euphoria, it barely 
seems possible that just seven years 
ago the British motorcycle industry 
was apparently dead. From BSA to 
Vincent, the great names had folded 
one by one. The old Meriden-based 
Triumph firm had struggled on 
longer than most, but eventually suc- 
cumbed to the Japanese-led invar 
siotL 

Then Bloor, a Derbyshire builder 
who had bought the bankrupt Tri- 
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Japan turns Teutonic 


M itsubishi Galant. Yes, it's 
all new. as Japanese cars 
arc every four years or so, 
but I bet you'll find it hard to pic- 
ture what a new Galant might 
look like without the prompr of a 
picture. After all. what we’rc talk- 
ing about is just some more grey 
Japanese porridge, isn’t it? Toyota 
Carina. Nissan "Prime ra. Mazda 
626. Honda Accord. Mitsubishi 
Galant - none of them exactly 
leaps out and thrusts its personal- 
ity at you. 

Maybe that’s because Japan’s 
economic miracle is abating, pro- 
duction costs are high, profits are 
disappearing and, more than ever, 
Japanese car-makers are playing 
safe, conservative and - the B-word 
that every UK importer of Japan- 
ese cars detests - bland. But 

wail. Sec that chiselled nose |^B 

with its chamfered comers? MM 

Not much sign of the Spt 

default-design inane grin pric 

here. See that tidy tail. also and 

rather pleasingly chiselled? Eng 

It's almost BMW-like. See 5,7* 

that curving rear roof-line. Iron 

the cut of the rear pillars, the Peri 

broad-shouldered rear 9.4* 

wheel arches? Germanic Fue 

again. ... 

Here's a breath of fresh ■** v 
air: a Japanese car with an r° n 
identity of its own. and a S|TM 
rather European one as it j®®® 
happens. It's also slightly 
bigger than most of its main- 
stream compatriots outlined f ^ 

above, virtually Volvo S70- 
size, an upmarket shift made ■ 
possible by the recent arrival five ' 
of the Dutch-built. Mondeo- ^ ua 
confronting Mitsubishi Car- j' aLI 

Nmu (a car whose identity l* 3 * 3 

and aura arc definitely not 
eponymous, never mind any 
solecisms of spelling). 

Talking of which. MiLsu- 
bishi is backing a new “ KX ; 
“Galant" driving course to 
promote court esv on the bar 5 


road as well as the new Galant. This 
is laudable, if slightly tacky, fortu- 
nately, the car is rather good, too. 
In Japan it gets the new, high- 
economy, Gasoline Direct Injection 
engine I described in these pages a 
few weeks ago , but for Europe that 
engine is Carisma-bound instead. 
(It’s destined for Volvo’s S4Q and 
V40. too, because these cars and 
the Carisma are fruits of a Mitsu- 
bishi/Volvo joint venture.) 

So European Galants come with 
either a 2.0-litre, four-cylinder 
engine of 134bhp or, as in the car 
I tested, a new 2.5-iitre V6 which 
delivers 161 bhp. My car also came 
with the optional automatic trans- 
mission, air-conditioning and 
leather trim, which together push 
the price up to £23,540 on the road. 


Specifications ; T 

Price: £23^40 OTR wfth auto transmission 
and powered leather seats. , 

Engine: 2.498CC, V6, 24 valves, ISIbhpat . 
5,750rpm; four-speed automatic gearbox, 
front-wheel drive. 

Performance: top speed 1 34mph, 0-60iri 
9.4sec. 

Fuel consumption: 25~30mpg. 

Rivals 

Ford Mondeo ZJ5 V6 Ghia X, £22,810 OTR 
Smaller, cheaper, quicker titan Galanf > wrttv 
less comfort and less sense of occasion. 
Peugeot 406 V6, £23,640 OTR Very rapid, . 
terrific handling, wonderfully comfortable; 
a Peugeot to beat the German icons. 

Volvo S70 2J5 20V CD, £26,215 OTR 
.Biggest and most expensive of these rivals, 
five-cylinder engine sounds good; build 
quality is not great 

VauxhaJI Vectra V6 CDX, £21 ,690 OTR 
Rapid and reasonably roomy, but the least 
fun to drive of these rivals. Decent but 
forgettable. 

Volkswagen Passat 2.8 V6 synchro, £21 ,841 
OTR Still a couple of months away, even 
though price fixed, but quick, capable, well 
designed; 4-wheel-drive VW Is the best 
bargain here. 


but V6s start at £20,610 and you 
can have a 2.0-litre for £17,210. 
Estate-car versions are available 
for an extra £800. but as yet Britain 
is to be denied the turbocharged, 
four-wheel-drive, 280bhp VR-4 
version offered in Japan. “It’s too 
manic,” Sbunji Take shit a, the 
Galant project manager, told me. 

There's nothing very adventur- 
ous about the Gal ant’s interior, but 
it’s well made out of high-quality 
materials, and is pleasing enough to 
the eye provided you don’t look too 
closely at the fake wood. The doors 
shut with a solid ’‘thunk”, the front 
seats adjust electrically, and the 
whole car has a feeling of substance 
that the smaller Carisma lacks. 

The impression stays with you as 
you move off, too, because the V6 
e ngin e is both quiet and 

■ muscular, and the automatic 
transmission, which adapts 
its gear-change strategy to 
an what it considers to be your 
. ' style of driving over the jiast 
t. few miles, is responsive with- 

; out being snatchy. It suits the 

engine well helping brisk 
1 progress to be smooth and 
serene. 

Supple, “multilink’’ sus- 
pension helps here, too: it 
_ . soaks up bumps effectively, 
5. while keeping firm control 
of unwanted lurching and 
: . heaving to the benefit of 
\ ■ both the occupants’ comfort 
and the precision of the 
handling. The Galant cor- 
ners confidently without 
ls ' drifting wide or losing its 
balance, and the steering 
feels reassuringly weighty 
at speed. 

^ I like this car. It looks 
good it feels all-of-a-piece, 
it’s satisfying to drive, and it 
has definite stirrings of per- 
sonality. Makes a change 
11 from all those haughty Ger- 
mans, too. Just a shame it 
has a silly name. 



Wheeling back 
in Triumph 


umph from the liquidator in 1983, 
revealed a hi-tech new factory and 
the range of three- and four-cyiin- 
der superbikes that hs fern had been 
developing in secret Few could 
understand why a successful busi- 
nessman who didn't even ride a 
motorbike should sink tens of mil- 
lions of .pounds info a doomed., 
industry. But Bloor, 53, hadn’t gone 
from plasterer to multi-millionaire 
by accident. He had spotted a gap in 
the market for a high-quality, mass- 
produced British motorcycle — and 
has delivered just that. 

Bloor’s ride has not been easy. Tri- 
umph’s first bikes quickly gained a 
reputation for reliable if unspectac- 
ular engineering, and sold well in 
Britain. But progress in the impor- 
tant German market was slow, and 
Triumph’s four-cylinder models were 
too reminiscent of Japanese bikes of 
a few years earlier. 

One of Triumph's assets is its abil- 
ity to react quickly. The firm shifted 
emphasis towards the more distinc- 
tive triples, revamped its German 
network, improved existing bikes 
and introduced new ones. Produc- 
tion has risen steadily, from 2,000 


bikes in 1991. to last year’s total of 
14,000, of which 70 per cent were 
exported. And now Bloor has 
decided Triumph is big enough for 
a serious super-sports challenge. 

Biter the handsome 1595 Day- 
tona, with its powerful three-cylin- 
der engine, its innovative frame of 
oval-section aluminium tubes, and 
its swoopy aBryeBow (or blade) body- 
work. The 9950C. 12rvalve motor is 
fuel-injected and tuned with the 
help of Lotus Engineering. It pro- 
duces a maximum of 128bhp - 
slightly more than the 916 and Fire- 
Blade. The chassis is light, low and 
fitted with top-quality suspension 
and brakes. 

The result is sensational - a 
thriUingly fast machine with its own 
distinct character. Its riding position 
is unashamedly aggressive, with low 
handlebars and rearset footrests. 
The engine is flexible, smooth and 
hugely powerful; the French-made 
fuel-injection system gives instant 
response to hurl the bike towards its 
160mph top speed. Only a slight flat- 
spot at 5000rpm and an occasionally 
note by six-speed gearbox earn less 
than top marks. 


Handling is excellent, too. The 
Daytona's blend of light weight, 
rigid frame, taut suspension and 
well-chosen chassis geometry makes 
the triple slightly less manoeuvrable 
than the FireBlade, but corre- 
spondingly more able. 

The naked T509 Speed Triple, 
which combines the T595’s chassis 
with a detuned, lOTbbp engine of the 
original 885cc capacity, is itself a 
quick and eye-catching machine. At 
£8,299 the Triple is considerably 
less expensive than the £9,649 Day- 
tona, and will not be the only model 
to benefit from technology devel- 
oped for the sportster. Rumours are 
already circulating of others under 
development 

This year’s production will total 
around 15,000. , the highest yet In 
the near future Bloor plans to move 
to a larger factory on an adjacent 
site- although he says he won’t 
build more than 25,000 bikes, pre- 
ferring to keep Triumph small and 
flexible. When you consider that 10 
years ago the British bike industry's 
total production was close to zero, 
even that would represent an amaz- 
ing achievement 
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Britain needs Power at its elbow 

R eliability was once the single most important factor the vehicle leasing company Lex. This one sampled 73,000 
when buying a new car. This is hardly surprising; fleet cars. It rated Mitsubishi as the maker of the most' 

after all, if the car failed to perform its primary reliable vehicles, followed by BMW, Mercedes and Honda, 

duty - getting from A to B - then the fetching There were some massive variations com oared with T n 
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R eliability was once the single most important factor 
when buying a new car. This is hardly surprising; 
after all, if the car failed to perform its primary 
duty - getting from A to B - then the fetching 
styling, the low price and the shiny red paint job wouldn’t 
really be of much use. Back in the bad old days of BL, 
when British cars spent as much time on the hard shoulder 
as they did in the fast lane, reliability was crucial. It’s one 
reason why BL sales crumbled. It's what gave 
the Japanese their foothold in Europe. 

Now, it’s changed. The Japanese have given 
the world the assumption of mechanical 
reliability. Everyone else has tried hard to 
match them. In many cases, they’ve come 
close. In all cases, they’ve improved. If a car 
fails on the road, it falls in the showroom. 

There’s just no room for the old BL excuses ; 
these days - which is why car reliability is no 
longer the main buying factor. All cars. are. 
reliable even if, like equality, some are more 
reliable than others. Instead, apart from one's 
own past experience, style is now the number 
one factor when buying a car. 

Yet as a recent plethora of consumer studies have just 
shown, the differences between the makers of the most 
reliable cars and the least reliable are still meaningful. As 
the stragglers fry to catch the Japanese, so the Japanese - 
in turn -just keep getting better. 

The best publicised study, on owner satisfaction and car 
quality, was done by the American consumer group J D 
Power in conjunction with Top Gear, the television 
progr amm e and magazin e. Viewers and readers of two- 
year-old cars were urged to respond and, in turn, JD Power 
sent out questionnaires. There were 16,498 responses. It 
showed that Subaru was top manufacturer, that the Tbyota 
Corolla was the single model that gave owners most 
satisfaction, and that big sellers such as the Ford Escort, 
Vauxball Astra and Ford Mondeo languished near the 
bottom - even though 80 per cent of M-reg Ford buyers 
still found themselves satisfied 
Predictably, those makers who did badly accused J D 
Power of unfairness. Those manufacturers who did well 
took out ads. The main accusation is that JD Power uses 
self-selectors - in other words, people asked to be 
surveyed, not vice versa. Thus it was not a random survey. 
Some marketeers will tefl you that makes it flawed. 

A month or two back. What Car? — Top Gear’s major 
magazine rival - had its own survey done in conjunction with 
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the vehicle leasing company Lex. This one sampled 73,000 
fleet cars. It rated Mitsubishi as the maker of the most’ 
reliable vehicles, followed by BMW, Mercedes and Honda. 
There were some massive variations compared with JD 
Power - Fiat did well in Lex but badly with J D Power - even 
though, broadly, Japanese makers again did best Although 
the Lex survey undoubtedly helps consumers, its main failing 
is obvious: it did not ask the opinions of private buyere. Nor 
did it take into account experiences with 
dealers, one of the key aspects of JD Power, 
and a major factor in owner satisfaction. 

In July, Which? comes out with its annual 
car reliability survey. This, as with the other 
two, usually tends to show the primacy of the 
Japanese, and the failings of Ford, Rover and 
yauxhalL These surveys may be inconclusive 
m some areas, but they’re pretty emphatic in 
. others \ K you seek solid satisfaction from your 
car, and your dealer, you’re best advised to 
buy Japanese and, in particular, Tbyota, 
Honda. Subaru or Mitsubishi. 

d0 “ bt ’ Bnta ® 
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Staying healthy 
is an uphill fight 
for mothers. 

An exclusive 
report from 
Debbie Davies 

I slarts so well for women. 
They re so much more erown- 

hLtfh d l inIelligent about *eir 

heahh lives - good food, exer- 

cise. not too much drink, care- 
ful on the cigarettes. 

toy ©* married. Then 
Chfldren - Then * ^ goes 

In their early (15-24) yeare 71 per 
cent of women take part in sport 
and exercise, but by the time they 
teach 45-54 fewer than one in 
three are doing so. 

More than half of women under 
25 try new health products. This 
does not occur to two out of three 
men. Women resist fatty foods and 
sweets far more determinedly than 
men in their teens and twenti es. 
and are far more likely to eat fresh 
fruit aad vegetables than men. But 
with the arrival of children, 
women’s resistance is eroded. 

It_ may well be that women can 
justifiably claim better dietary 
habits than men throughout their 
lives, but the main beneficiaries of 
their ability to choose a better diet 
appear to be their partner and 
their children. According to a 
report into healthy lifestyles pub- 
lished by Mintef, the market 
research company, women are gen- 
erally more likely to eat fresh fruit 
and vegetables regularly, and to 
keep down the amount of fat in 
their diet, than men. 

Only once they pass the age of 65 
do women express a greater fond- 
ness for fish and chips and fried 
foods than men, and at no stage in 
their lives does their consumption 
of red meat exceed that of men. If 
they have a dietaiy weakness, it is 
for sweets and chocolates: more 
women than men say they occa- 
sionally treat themselves to these. 

Despite carrying the flag for 
healthy eating, women are more 
likely to be obese than men: 16 per 
cent of women are obese compared 
to 13 percent of men, and the trend 
among women is moving away 
from government targets. At a time 
when so many appear to jog, cycle 
or keep fit. women have become 
fatter and so face increased ride of 
coronary disease and strokes. 
'•Mintel*s proposition is that the 
stages women progress through as 
they grow' up, many and become a 
parent, explain in part why their best 
intentions do not always translate 
into health benefits for themselves. 

Before marriage and a family. 


living can be so 
unfair on the fairer sex 


women are the most enthusiastic 
health consumers, accordiiig to 
Mintel. This is easy to understand. 
While boys get muscles, girls grow 
curves, and although their shapes 
become more voluptuous they five 
in a world of one-dimensional 
screen and fashion magazine role 
models. Consequently, nearly half 
are keen to try new ways of keep- 
ing healthy, and most take exercise. 
Red meat is definitely off their 
qnoenu and' one m ten claimsno be 
slightly underweight. 

: Once they acquire a partner, • 

women set about changing their 
husband’s dietary habits for the 
better. Married men are more likely 
to eat fresh fruit and vegetables and 


cut down on red meat consumption, 
and less likely to eat chips and fatty 
foods, than men who remain single. 

Having children jn arks the next 
major change in women’s dietaiy 
habits. .As mothers, their concern 
about healthy eating increases as 
they take on the task of moulding 
a new generation. But in reality, 
motherhood is more a dietaiy 
remoulding process in reverse. 
Children bung a liking for sausage 
-mid chips, followed 'fay ice cream 
and washed down with fizzy drinks, 
so parents, especially women, are 
more likely than those without 
chfldren to eat sugary and forty 
foods on a regular basis. 

Once children have left home. 


women are keen to regain their old 
eating habits. Vegetables are back 
on the menu. More than nine out 
of ten 45 to 54-year-old women, 
compared to about three-quarters 
of those in the 3544 age group, take 
care to include fresh fruit and veg- 
etables in their diet on a daily basis. 
As they approach the mid-fifties, 
their interest in following a low-fat 
diet is rekindled: nearly two-thirds 
of women in the 55-64 age group 
believe they are overweight 
With age comes resignation. One 
in five post-family women - a 
higher proportion than in any other 
group - say they are not prepared 
to change their lifestyle forthe sake 
of their health. For the first time in 


their adult lives, women adopt less 
healthy diets than men. They become 
less likely than men lo opt for a low- 
fat diet, and having always eschewed 
a “live for today” lifestyle, they 
become as likely as men to adept this 
attitude. While men’s interest in 
health advice increases as retire- 
ment approaches, women’s declines. 

There is consolation for women, 
according to Angela Hughes, edi- 
tor of the “Healthy Lifestyles 
Report”. “Women do get there 
first on healthy eating,” said Ms 
Hughes. “Early on they are enthu- 
siastic health consumers, so the cul- 
ture is already here.” They will try 
new ideas, and by the time they 
reach motherhood nearly one in 


five will have taken herbal or home- 
opathic medicines. Men, by com- 
parison, are latecomers. “Only 
when diet-related health problems 
start to kick in at age 40-plus do 
men reqfiy take healthy dieis on 
board,” said Ms Hughes. 

Women come unstuck more 
because of the ups and downs of 
life than through bolding mistaken 
beliefs. “Women’s lives become 
very hectic when they reach the 
family stage,” Ms Hughes added. 
There is not always time to prepare 
proper meals, and the enticements 
of fat and sugar increase. 

Oscar Wilde, who could resist 
everything except temptation, 
would understand. 


women like 
to get more 
physical 


M en call it sport: 

women grit their teeth 
and call it exercise. 
According to Mintel's 
research, women are far more 
likely than men to endure 
physical activity for the sake 
of their health than axe men, 
with one in three women 
taking part for health reasons 
compared to only one in four 
men.. 

Women's dedication is 
reflected 'in their choice of 
sports. They are most likely to 
be found swimming, or 
attending keep-fit classes, 
both -of which arc solitary 
pastimes. By comparison, 
men choose team sports - 
football rugby and cricket 
spring to mind - and relegate 
health and fitness 
considerations to third place; 
behind the social aspects and 
competitive element of their 
pastime. 

Men may be less earnest 
than women in their 
motivation, but their ability 
to enjoy their sport makes 
them better than women at 
participating regularly. At ail 
ages, bar the 55-60 age 
group, men are more likely 
than women to play sport as 
a matter of course, and this is 
especially true during middle 
age when a big decline in 
female sport and exercise 
participation occurs as 
women become mothers. 

There is an irony in the 
way sport is marketed to 
women, with the focus on 
fitness rather than 
enjoyment. According to 
Mintel. exercise offers 
women an effective route for 
tackling obesity. While 
regular exercisers and those 
who Lake little or no exercise 
admit to similar diets, the two 
groups demonstrate a clear . 
link between exercise and 
weight: 64 per cent of non- 
exerriserSj compared with 43 
per cent of those who 
exercise regularly, shy they , 
.are overweight to some 
degree; and 37 per cent of _ 
those avoiding exercise are 
“qnfte a fait overweight”, : 
compared lo less than one in 
10 regular exercisers. Perhaps 
women need to become less 
sporty about sport. 
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Not ground- 
breaking or 
scary - just 
great clothes. 
Tamsin 
Blanchard 
meets Stella 
McCartney 



J 


ust don't ask me about 
my parents” Stella 
McCartney is slumped 
over the desk in her 
small Westboume Grove 
white-walled office. Her name 
hangs around her neck on a 
gold chain. It is three in the 
afternoon and she has spent 
the day either being inter- 
\ iewed or replying to requests 
for interviews. 

The phone rings again for 
the umpteenth "time that 
minute. “I'm not doing TV," 
she tells Phoebe, her sun- 
tanned. taitiH>-backed PA who 
will be accompanying her on 
her big move to Paris, to the 
house of Chloe where she 
starts work on Monday. Stella 
McCartney is yet another 
gie.il British export. 

She asks for a can of Diet 
Coke, a habit she shares with 



Photographs by Mary McCartney 


Karl Lagerfeld, the all-power- 
ful designer from whom she 
takes over as head designer. 
She has not met him, and be 
has been quoted as saying he 
thought Chloe might go for 
someone a little older, the 
implication being, with a little 
more experience. 

The fact is. despite her ten- 
der twenty-five years, and 
scant eighteen months out of 
Central St Martins, Stella 
McCartney may prove to be a 
very clever and appropriate 
choice for' the job. Already, 
she has gained more column 
inches for Chloe since Martine 
Sithon took over as head 
designer in 19S8. 

Whet her she likes It or not, 
her name will get the label 
talked about. When she shows 
her first collection for the 
house in October, the world’s 


Ready for the 
here and now 


press will be there, not so 
much to see her clothes, but 
her family and friends sitting 
on the front row. And while 
Stella McCartney remembers 
her mother’s pieces of Chloe 
in the seventies, “the first 
year Browns bought It" - a 
dressy jacket, a little silver 
halter neck top, a cashmere 
skirt - she was only just out of 
nappies. 

She belongs to the new 
twenty-something generation 
and while Karl Lagerfeld 
prides himself on how up- to- 
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date he is with MTV, Stella 
McCartney doesn't need to 
watch it - she lives it anyway. 
She will bring to Chloe a 
fresh new look, nothing 
ground-breaking or scary; just 
great clothes that she and her 
friends would love to wear. 

She will introduce culottes 
in the way only someone not 
old enough to have worn them 
when they flapped their way 
through the seventies could. “I 
will make it relevant to our 
generation. I think there is a 
whole new generation of con- 
sumer. If you really want 
something, you’ll buy it, or 
borrow money from your 
dad.” Depends how many 
islands your dad owns, but 
she has a point. 

The phone rings again. “No, 
this isn’t Stella," she says and 
hands the phone over to Paris, 
her PR, a friend who was 


taken on so they could all 
“hang out together." Accord- 
ing to Stella, life is “cool" at 
the moment She was origi- 
nally approached by Chloe to 
design another range for the 
house and then was asked if 
she thought she could design 
the main line. 

“I haven’t ever thought I 
wanted to be head of a house. 
It just sort of happened. This 
is the right time. Fm obviously 
ready for it I have to be.” 

In Paris, she will have whole 
teams of people working for 
her, seamstresses, pattern cut- 
ters, embroiderers. She need 
no longer get up at five in the 
morning to scour Sea markets 
for antique lace. At Chloe 
there will be the facilities to 
make all the lace she wants, to 
her exact specifications. “How 
cool is that?” she says. 

“I can’t wait to look through 


the archives," says Stella as 
Paris walks into the office car- 
rying a magnum of champagne 
that has just arrived. 
“Bollinger! Nice!" She won’t 
say who it’s from, but it looks 
like it will be flowers and 
le from now on. 
fore leaving for Paris on 
Monday, Stella has to com- 
plete production on her own 
label for autumn/winter, pho- 
tographed here by her. sister. 
Maty. After just three short 
seasons, she promises to 
become highly collectable. 

Part of the deal with Chloe 
is that she will close her own 
label and work on Chloe 
exclusively. Karl Lagerfeld 
designed it alongside his own 
label Chanel ready to wear 
and haute couture , as well as 
Fend! “You feel like your own 
label 'is your little baby, but Fm 
relieved in a way. Press and 



buyers have been enthusiastic, 
but it was getting to the stage 
when I was going to have to 
start getting serious with it 
Now I can do the designing 
and other people can have the 
headaches." 

The first thing Stella 
intends to do when she arrives : 
at Rue de Faubourg St Hon- 
or e is refit her office. Her own 
studio . has white walls aad 
painted floorboards, an old 
pink velvet sofa, a seventies 
floor light that doubles as a 
fish tank, an old ornate gold 
and green mirror with the 
letter M painted on the top, 
and a sugar coloured glass 
chandelier hanging in the 
middle. Music blares from 
the stereo, from a collection 
of CD’s that ranges from The 
Beastie Boys to Beethoven. 

There are two rails of 
clothes, the collection for 
autumn/winter, but most of 
the samples are out on a shoot 
for British Vogue. She talks me 
through the collection in sur- 
prisingly plain speak for a 
designer. There are no hidden 
references, no deep and pro- 
found meanings behind the 
dothes. 

“This is just a double- 
breasted suit... here’s a little 
waistcoat. . . I use men’s fabrics 
for my tailoring. This is the 
sort of white shut that a man 
would see and think what a 
cool chick, what a cool shirt" 
The shirt is monogrammed 
with the initials SNM. Stella’s 
middle name is Nina, and the 
monogram only adds to the 
. impression that this is a very 
intimate collection designed 
with herself and her circle of 
friends in mind. 

In Stella's work, there are 
three main elements: mascu- 


line tailoring, feminine lace 
and lingerie, and a side order 
of trash in the form of Biba- 
esque stripes of stretch fabric 
for a tight little top and high- 
heeled boots embroidered 
with the words “daisy roots", 
cockney rhyming slang for 
boots, picked up from her 
time working on Savile Row. 

She intends to continue her 
own style for Chloe. The label 
is in major need of an over- 
haul. Browns, the store that 
has bought Chloe since it 
opened, dropped the line two 
years ago, because it was no 
longer relevant to the cus- 
tomer. In contrast, the store’s 
new younger shop. Browns 
Focus, has just begun stocking 
Stella McCartney for spring. 

Caroline Burstein of 
Browns is optimistic: “She’ll 
inject some youth into Chloe, 
a lighter, younger, sexier 
touch. That’s what’s been 
lacking for a long time. One’s 
always sceptical because she's 
young and inexperienced, but 
she's a strong person and I 
think she is talented. She’s got 
a lot to prove. She's a now 
person. I’m sure Chloe 
haven’t done this Lightly, and 
not just because she has 
famous parents. Hopefully we 
will be able to buy the label 
again." Meanwhile, Stella is 
draining the last drop of her 
magnum of Bolli and steps 
into her new daisy roots on 
Monday morning. 

Stella McCartney's Autumn! 
Winter V7 collection (shown 
above ) Hill be available from 
September. The Spring collec- 
tion is currently on sale at 
Browns Focus, South Motion 
Si, London SI. Tokio, 309 
Brampton Rd, London SW3. 


Under the Counter with Lindsay caider 


Highlights of the super-salon 


I can’t say that my coiffure 
has progressed much since 
my student days and Lil- 
ian’s salon in Scotland, where 
Lilian, or one of her daughters, 
had a good stab at a bob for 
£3 JO, and would wrench your 
hair through a smelly rubber 
skuil-cap to produce straw- 
coloured (and textured) high- 
lights for a further £15. 

Last week, with my roots 
looking like a freshly tarred 
runway, I decided it was time 
to get serious. I needed a Vidal 
Sassoon. Nicky Clarke - a 
"salon-to-the-stars" sort of 
place. John Frieda offered me 
an immediate appointment 
with Jake, who was a senior 
co tourist so highlights would 
be £90. The receptionist asked 
if I would be seeing anyohe else 
after Jake. Like who? I said no. 
This place was so smart that 


it didn’t even have its name on 
the outside -it certainly didn't 
have “students and pensioners 
half price on Tuesdays". As I 
readied the door, h opened to 
a voice saying “Good after- 
noon Miss Caider, Jake is 
expecting you.” Spooky. This 
girl - who would have been a 
Victorian housemaid in a for- 
mer life - then stood silently 
behind me, untQ someone else 
came to escort me to Jake. 

- I had been expecting a camp 
young fashion victim, but no. 
Jake was fortyish, grey and 
heterosexual, and had just 
stepped out of a Ralph Lauren 
lifestyle advert He was a no- 
shit colourist, and after exam- 
ining my hair through his 
round preppy glasses, got to 
work. I couldn’t help sta ring at 
him, as he folded up the foils, 
wondering why he wasn’t load- 


'ing up the Range Rover to 
take his sons fishing, or at 
home, sitting on a tartan 
throw, in front of a log fee, 
with a Scotch in his hand. 

Instead of the usual “go in’ 
somewhere nice for your hol- 
idays?" he talked about art, 
but fortunately conversation 
was kept to a minimum, so l 
watched the rest . of the salon 
through the mirror. All the 
women were identical - 
slightly classier versions of 
Dorien from Bads of a Feather 
-with layered tresses, blinding 
gnashers and perma-tans. 
Tycoon-wife next to me had 
two young men blow-diying 
her hair and she enjoyed every 
minute of her own reflection, 
as they pranced round her 
chair to achieve maximum 
uplift. Her Bentley was waiting 
outside. .. . 


During rinsing my igno- 
rance of super-salon etiquette 
was revealed. The rinser asked 
“who will you be seeing now. 
Miss Caider?" I looked blank. 

Who will be blow-drying 
you?” That I didn't know the 
answer to this was clearly a big 
no-no, and the rinser excused 
herself, then scuttled off to 
have a whispered conflab at 
the desk. On her return she 
informed me that I hadn’t 
booked to “see anyone after- 
wards" when I telephoned. 
The penny dropped - you 
want blow-dry? You pay extra. 

Blow-drier and S got off to 
a bad start. She sounded like 
an Aussie, so to make conver- 
sation I said, “You’re a long 
way from home. Not from 
these parts with your accent, 
are you?" “No," she replied 
curtly, lin from Hertford- 


shire." Two and a h 
three Hellos and twe 
water later, I was don 

highlights bill had c 
£110.50 by the time 
pay: an extra £17.3 
blow-dry. and, w< 
believe it, £3 for the 
if that wasn’t bad era 
didn’t take credit c 
the highlights are pi 
- 1 could stick on a ps 
pup and pose with 
Polo Sport advert an 
all look very natural] 
T il give Lilian a cal 
she s got a cousin ir 
She wouldn’t have i 
char glng me for a ci 

Half-head highlights 
UOO, cut £35-1100, 

££50, John Frieda, 
Street, London, 0171 













Penny Jackson 
on the dream 
of a house 
with a 
paddock 


A oy keen young rider who has to 
beg. borrow or pay large suras 
of money for a few hours on a 
pony wiU know exactly why a 
hoiae with a paddock is such a 
dream. The thought of popping through 
a gate at end of the garden to catch vour 
own horse is not just the stuff of teenage 
literature, it is what drives parents into the 
countryside with the inevitable demand 
for “something with a bit of land”. 

In fact, estate agents find it is nearly 
always women who call the shots where 
horses are involved. Men have been 
known quietly to mutter in an agent's ear 
about tennis courts being a priority while 
the women, often with their daughters, 
nurture plans for immersing themselves 
in the local equestrian life. 

Geraldine Pearson is no exception. The 
family moved to therr house in east 
Northamptonshire primarily because she 
had become fed up with driving her 
young daughter to where her pony was 
stabled. “We used to have to get into the 
rar with all the tack every time she went 
riding or had to feed the pony. Now we 
can walk straight into our paddock and 
from there ride for miles through fields 
without ever crossing a road.*' Mrs Pear- 
son paints an idyllic picture of the coun- 
try life of a family that could choose 
between the stables, tennis court or 
swimming pool all within the grounds of 
their Georgian rectory. After 1 1 years the 
house is now on the market with Strutt 
& Parker for a guide price of £650,000. 

Geraldine Pearson has been riding 
since she was six and was able to dispel 
any notions her daughter may have had 
about avoiding her responsibilities. “She 
would do the mucking out before going 
to school". Nor was Mrs Pearson dis- 
mayed when her daughter threw in the 
towel at 17 “when the boyfriends took 
over”. She still uses her paddock and sta- 
bles, not least by organising riding for the 





existence 


disabled. But disappointed parents are by 
no means rare. Stephen King of Strutt & 
Parkers Market Harborpugh office has 
seen people buying somewhere with 10 
or 12 acres and then wondering what to 
do with them. The child that has insisted 
so passionately on having a pony loses 
interest in a short time. "Some will take 
to it like a duck to water, but it can be a 
shortlived espenemce. Stables are moth- 
bailed while various capita] elements, like 
the tack and horsebak, go. They tend to 


hang on to the land and house until the 
daughter is married and then sell” In 
such good equestrian country - home to 
the the Burleigh Horse Trials and a num- 
ber of bunts-it is not surprising that the 
demand for appropriate homes is insa- 
tiable. The fact that it is within commut- 
ing distance from London adds a certain 
spice to prices, although it is generally 
considered good value for money. Among 
the romantics, Mr King finds a hard core 
of buyers who clearly know the business. 


u As soon as they start talking about a min- 
imum acreage, water supply, avoiding 
north-feeing slopes, I know I am dealing 
with someone who understands horses. 1 ' 
Given that there are something like 
750,000 equines in the UK, with growing 
numbers of people wanting to ride, it is 
hardly surprising that land is under pres- 
sure. The minimum that a horse needs for 
grazing is one and a half acres and since 
they do no good to the land, not many 
fanners welcome them as tenants. 


fan McConnel of Savills says that in 
the Banbury area you pay a premium for 
posy paddocks. “Even if you don’t use 
them, they are easier to lock up than large 
gardens. Not many people regret having 
the land.” The greatest demand, he says, 
is for a relatively modest house -£200,000 
to £300,000 with a few acres. The land 
may not be adjoining the property and 
could be sold as a separate package. If it 
is a pony paddock, the £2J>00-an-acre 
agricultural price is likely to be doubled. 


Shares and the single 


currency 25 

Unit trusts 2 6 

What to do with your 
instant windfall 2 7 


Savings survey ....29,30 


Riding homo: Geraldine Pearson 

PHOTO: JOHN LAWRENCE 

New houses with land are a pretty rare 
commodity, although Berkeley Homes 
has just sold one with three-quarters of 
an acre. However, that is half the size rec- 
ommended for grazing a horse. The 
British Horse Society (BHS) is becoming 
increasingly worried by the numbers of 
people dropping unthinkingly into buy- 
ing one. Money is no protection from 
ignorance. Jeff Herrington, welfare offi- 
cer for Devon, has just rescued a horse 
abandoned in a field by its wealthy Lon- 
don owner to occasional visits. “They 
treated it a bit like an expensive sports car 
that they expected to start up at the touch 
of a key. Buying land, stables and the 
horse is the easy pan - it's the commit- 
ment that counts." When buying land for 
a horse, he suggests that someone expe- 
rienced should check the fencing, the 
quality of the grass, the water suppfy and 
whether It has a shelter. “There are too 
many people with young daughters who 
look at owning a pony through rose- 
coloured glasses. The ongoing costs can 
be extremely high.” 

It is hardly an estate agent's job to 
advise on horse welfare, but those in rural 
areas will often know how suitable the 
land is. They are certainly aware that 
there is more money around for those 
extra acres than a few years ago. But per- 
haps the reluctant parent of a daughter 
in the throes of a love affair with horses 
should take the advice of the BHS. 
“Send her down to work in the local sta- 
bles every morning for six months, and 
every evening, rain or snow. If she still 
wants one then you are not likely to go 
wrong.” 

Buying land for a horse 

Check it is large enough: At least one and 
a half acres would allows rest period for 
part of the field. 

Check the water supply: Main supply or 
a running stream that will not dry up in 
first dry spell. 

Check state of fencing: It can be expen- 
sive to repair. If it is not adjoining the 
property, be assured that it is secure. 
There should be some shelter for the 
horse. If you want to build a stable on the 
land check first with the relevant author- 
ity. Go to the British Horse Society for 
advice about a horse's needs. 

Tell the estate agent exactly what yon 
want: “A bit of land" is not good enough. 


Three 

on 

view 

A horse 
t next door 



Spell Howe, a four-bedroom house near Filey in- Yorkshire, has views 
across to the North Sea coast, but the horses would be more interested 
in the equestrian accommodation which indudes two paddocks of almost 
five acres, and two stables. One-day events, cross-country and show- 
jumping competitions axe all within easy reach. With a 25ft sitting-room 
and 16ft kitchen. For sale at £149,950 through Jacksons (01723 379991 ) 



Oaklands, a three-bedroom house seven miles from the Devon coast, 
is the perfect country home for Trigger. There is a two-acre paddock 
and two stable blocks with tack room and haybam. On the edge of a 
village, with school, general store and two pubs, the house has far- 
reaching views across Axminster and the Axe valley. £149,750 through 
Palmer Snell (01297 35244). 



Weavers Cottage near Amberley in Gloucestershire stands in five acres 
of gardens and paddocks. It has a timber-built stable block with two loose 
boxes and- tack room. The five-bedroom 17th-centuty house, built of 
Cotswold stone, was originally a small weaver’s cottage, now substantially 
enlarged It has a 23ft drawing room, study, conservatory and 20ft kitchen 
with a green gas Aga. £350,000 through Murrays (01453 755552). 
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London Property 


SPECTACULAR LOFTS 
HARROW ROAD, W9 


Only 8 units remaining, all double height 
with mezzanines, ranging 1100-1300 sq ft 
per unit, roof gardens, industrial lift, 
electronic skylight windows, parking 
available, 999 year leases. 

Prices from £1 77,5 00-£l 92,5 00 | 


Goldschmidt & Howland 
0171 724 4404 
Main Agent 
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A beautiful garden can 
add 20 per cent to the 
value of a house, writes 
Rosalind Russell 


V isit any garden centre 
this weekend, and you'll 
join thousands of shop- 
pers who came in to buy 
a small bag of potting 
compost and ended up spending 
£50. If there were a self-help group 
for Garden Centre Addicts Anony- 
mous. membership would swell as 
fast as Weight Witchers. 

But. if it makes you feel any bet- 
ter. according to estate agents any 
money spent on improving the 
garden will repay itself hand- 
somely when the house is put up 
for sale. 

“If you are selling a traditional 
stone cottage with wisteria in 
bloom around the door, you can 
add up to 20 per cent to the value," 
says Srephen King, of the estate 
agency Strutt and Parker. “The 
next few weeks up to the end of 
May will be the best time to sell if 
a property has a good garden. All 
the plants will be coming into 
bloom and buyers can see the 
potential." 

In the Halifax Building Soci- 
ety's most recent survey, garden 
improvements rose to number two 
in the top 10 must-do list, above 
installing a fitted kitchen and new 
bathroom. And a Savills survey of 
new home buyers showed strong 
negative reactions to unfinished, 
sloping, overlooked or badly laid- 
out gardens. 

“Buyers like a good-size garden 
with not too deep borders,’' says 
Stephen King. 

“Beech is the favourite for a 
hedge, as It has leaves all year 
round and it provides privacy. 
Weeping willow is the worst” 
Strutt and Parker are currently 
selling Church Cottage, overlooking 
the village green in Goosey, Oxford- 
shire, which is a gardener’s dream. 
The gardens are enclosed by yew 
and beech hedges, and there is a 
rose-covered pergola, plus four veg- 
etable and herb gardens, an 
orchard, and eight folly stocked 
rosebeds. The five-bedroom, 18th- 


century house is being sold for 
£400,000. 

The rose gardens of Glebe 
House, a stone-built house in 
FortingaU - the Scottish village 
said to be the birthplace of Pontius 
Pilate - are a major selling feature. 
The four-bedroom bouse, on the 
market through Knight Frank for 
£180,000, is surrounded by a mass 
of bloom. 

But even the most modest 
flowerbeds are likely to hold a few 
hundred pounds’ worth of invest- 
ment. Mature shrubs can be worth 
up to £30 or £40 each. And it takes 
a lot just to fill up half an acre. Rye 
Cottage, south of Basingstoke in 
Hampshire, is a four-bedroom 
thatched and beamed Grade II 
listed house with typical country 
cottage gardens. Its half-acre has 
been landscaped, to include 
stocked flowerbeds, bulbs, rose 
bushes and mature trees. It is for 
sale through Hill & Morrison for 
around £325,000. 

It is hardly surprising if vendors 
try to take as many plants with them 
as they can. One gardener I know 
plans to borrow a horse box to 
transport a couple of much loved 
small trees to his new home. 

It’s not uncommon for buyers to 
roll up with the removal van and 
find that the garden which so 
delighted them is now as bare as a 
wheat field in December. 

“When I moved into my former 
farm worker’s cottage in Hamp- 
shire,” recalls Gillian Morris, “it 
had been empty for a year. The 
neighbours had stripped it of every 
single plant; there wasn't a Brussels 
sprout to be seen. Typical country 
folk, though - no point in letting ail 
those vegetables go to waste. On 
the other band, I have moved four 
times with my beautiful Liqidd- 
ambar styraciflua, which is now 
about 5ft high. It goes fantastic 
shades of crimson and amber in 
autumn, and I wouldn’t move home 
without it." 

Anyone intending to dig up their 
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garden and take it with them should 
spell out the details in the pre- 
contract enquiry forms which they 
give to their solicitor. 

“This should take place before 
the property goes on the market," 
warns Mark Stewart, of Knight 
Rrank. “The lists run through fix- 


tures and fittings such as towel rails 
and taps. Greenhouses, sheds and 
plants are usually included. If you 
want to take a plant, dig it up in 
advance and put it in a pot The 
agent must be aware of the 
excluded items, because we have to 
know exactly what we are selling.” 


As most people choose a house 
because of its setting, the gardens . 
are part of the package. 

“Most people wouldn’t mind if it 
were just one or two plants," says 
Mark Stewart. 

*T did have a client Lastyearwho 
wanted to take everything, but the 


buyers objected. In the end she was 
limited to a dozen, all named specif- 
ically. If, however, you take some* 
thing which was included in the sale, 
you could be made to replace it" 
Not everyone is smitten by gor- 
geous gardens. They can be intim- 
idating, especially if they feature 


Growing aivestment: money 
spent on gardens is multiplied 
when the house is sold. Above, 
Church Cottage, far left, Rye 
Cottage, left, Glebe House 

complicated and time-consuming 
topiary. 

Stephen King recently took view- 
ers around a country property with 
four acres of landscaped and ter- 
raced gardens; their owners’ pride 
and joy. “They were dismayed by 
the comments of some viewers, 
who said they couldn’t consider the 
property because it would need a 
full-time gardener to look after it." 
There is also a danger in buying a 
property and dramatically altering 
the garden. One buyer in Leices- 
tershire planted trees in what had 
been a paddock. 

When he came to sell, the county 
being pretty horsey, everyone said 
it was no good without the paddock 
-but by then the local authority had 
reclassified that part of the property 
as a wood and wouldn't let him 
chop down the trees. 
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Probably the finest address 
in Hertfordshire ... 

■XJcsding in the 200 acre grounds of Hanbury 
IN Manor with its championship golf course 
you will find Poles Park; nine individual and 
substantia] five bedroom detached homes, 
designed with security and seclusion in mind and a 
mere 25 miles from London. The opening of the 
show home will be on I2rh and 13ch April. 
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Stunning Sh and 6Ui floor Penlhouse Apartments owdooWM MlOsvall Inner ami outer docte- Scxith/West facing. Next 

Croestartwur tXJ) Station. -• ‘ 

3 beds, 2 hams, Z recoptona, 1800^ and 2 x40£PfL Roof tenacea. £375^00 
2 tods, 2 baths, 2 receptions, 1400* ft and -HXPfL Roof terrace. £260,000 
A selection of 2 bad. 2 batti apartments 953 ft. aid 16 ft interval balcony onto water. Ron £167,000 
Strip wooden Booring, low voltage fighting, ®, secure underground paridng, floor to raffing. waB to wall glass ki al receptions. 

Property Liaisons 01 71 6S0 0222 




lnUb^roD Wuif is a 
dcrelnpmcnt of two and three 
bedroom jpanmenn an one of the 
nt Hl utnctne stretches of the 
Thames. 

Artbhned he the Ratal tasttnte 


desjn. the apartments are both Eight 
and sfurinm and are ki within 
bcataifh] landscaped gardens. 


Prices from £235,000 to £598,000. 

• Balconies with views ru wards die • Set bach behind riecmadcaDy 

nkcr ' operated entrance gates. 

• Custom designed Idldmis wkh • Video entry phone security 

integrated broshed sttd • Portea g e and conaage. 

affiances and granite w allo p,. * hnptonve marHed foyer: 

• Exquisite Italian tffing. • Rirerade retanram and {aam. 

* Mootings. 

• Exctflan sized bedrooms with •fiten centre fi* foe eafarise 

btrilt b wardrobe, oreofnaideaB. 




Country Prope*ty 


KENT 

Nr ASHFORD 






* Enjurarr Italian dfing 

• ExcdDan sized bedrooms with 
built m wardrobe, 






Sales centre and ihowfaome open today 
and every day 10am tiD 6pm. 

Telephone 0181 977 3237 

httpAiwHjaMCBneplc.cuin 
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apartment ta former JlffirfiA; 

WfJWjhlnearoa. Small 
"^ gi^n ed garden, gnngo. 
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Pay 0i7i 29a aftda 




£295*000 ono 

Mten] Inn m ort 

"taster 1 "** 

01227 453000 
01303 863450 


Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sunday's 
highly successful Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 
The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 words of 
copy complemented by a full colour photograph, of your home. 

The Cost . 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad> 

1 x Advertisement costs £95. 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £/5(7 (£50 each) - • - • 

Fill In the coupon below and send payment, a colour photograph and np to 40 words of codv 
to: The Property Team, Classified Advertising, I9tfa Floor, Independent Newspaper 
' 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL ■ 

DenOinc for receipt of copy/pboco is at least A working days prior to pabUcaUon. 

- Offer open to private advertiser* only, com m erc ia l advertising package *va2*Mc on reqaen. 


NAME — TELEPHONE (daytime) *" “ “ “ ” 1 

ADDRESS....... - 

Inquire lD 2 D 3D (tick appropriate box) Advertisemeni(s) at a total cost of f 

Please enclose a cheque for ttds amount made payable to ‘Newspaper PttWisfaing Plc’ or flD b your JUT" 

CREDrrCARDNoLLLLL L LLLLL l f mil I EXPIRY DATE ^ 

Tor advice or more information please cad ‘ The Property Team 1 on 
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I nstead of debating the issue 

a wu morn 1 ” a . chan Se* ^ the 
assumption that the world’s 

equity markets arevetySghfy 

WhaVW hl5t ™ cal standard! 

frora concur: 
won. One plausible explanation, as 
1 mentioned last week, is that there 
has been a profound and secular 
change In the way that shares are 
now valued. 

The world-wide fall in inflation, 
jrnd the consequent reduction in 
inflation and interest rate expecta- 
tions, is the obvious whysuch a 
change may have occurred. But is 
n a plausible explanation? And if 

work*? 3t ° l ^ er ^ actors 001,1(1 ^ at 
These questions were addressed 
I™* week by the economist Bill 
Mamn and his colleagues at UBS. 
the big Swiss-owned stockbrokine 
hrm. Their conclusion is that the 
change in inflation alone does not 
provide an adequate explanation of . 
the stock market’s recent climb into 
stratospheric territory. 

Their view is that what has hap- 
pened is mainly the result of two 
factors: a reduction in the volatil- 
ity of economic growth and inter- 
est rates all round the world; and 



Jonathan Davis 


the decoupling of the American, 
European and Japanese business 
cycles for the first time in many 
years. 

. Both combine ro reduce the tra- 
ditional uncertainty, or risk, asso- 
ciated with equity investment. They 
find, from looking at the recent eco- 
nomic d ata , that much of the re-rat- 
iag of shares that has taken place 
can be attributed to the unprece- 
dented stability of changes in the 
rate of economic growth in the cur- 
rent decade. As Sherlock Holmes 
might have remarked, the remark- 
able feature about the 1990s in eco- 
nomic terms, has been the absence 
of any cyclical shocks. 

The US economy for example 


If lower volatility 
is the new norm 
it is possible tcr- 
envisagethe 
.‘golden age’ 
staying a while 

has continued to grow at a steady 
lick with none of the periodic set- 
backs that one would hare expected 
and the UK’s experience has not 
been much different. Since 1992, 
at least, the rate of economic 
growth in this country has been 
remarkably consistent Interest 
rates have also been more pre- 
dictable, and less volatile, than 
they were. This has bad a steady 
and benign effect on the price of 
shares. Dividend yields in the US 
and UK markets, though not in 
Japan, have fallen consistently since 
around 1990, reflecting the growing 
consensus among investors, in the 
words of UBS, that the business 
cycle has “been tamed”. 


Decoupling cycles 



This seems to me a useful inright 
into what has been happening to 
share prices. There can be no doubt 
that the unusual stability of the eco- 
nomic climate has contributed to 
the remarkable rise in asset values 
that we have seen recently in finan- 
cial markets. Investors dislike 
uncertainty more than anything. In 
theory, if they can be. persuaded 
that the cyclical ups and downs of 
the past have been moderated or 
even eliminated, it is entirely logi- 
cal for them to pay a higher price 
for assets, company shares, whose 
value today ultimately derives from 
their ability to generate profit and 
cash flow in the future. The more 
certain these future cashflows are, 


4983 '4934. - 


the more valuable the shares will 
become. 

But is this the only explanation 
of what has happened in stock 
markets to send them soaring to 
record levels? UBS is honest 
enough to say it thinks not: 

It estimates the lower volatility of 
returns explains only a portion of 
the recent remarkable re-raring of 
shares. So the UBS is reduced to 
looking for a simpler explanation 
for this phenomenon. Its sugges- 
tion is that the other big factor in 
the re-rating of shares has been 
unprecedented decoupling of the 
American economy from its coun- 
terparts overseas. * 

whereas before, the three big 


regional economies regions, the 
US, Europe and Japan, have 
tended to move in a broadly simi- 
lar direction, that trend has been 
broken in the 1990s. As my chan 
suggests, experience since 1 99 1 has 
been much more unco-ordinated. 
Partly this seems to be the result of 
differing policy preoccupations, 
but partly also of some exceptional 
events - German reunification, 
Japan’s dose of debt deflation - 
which have thrown the traditional 
relationships off course. For 
investors, critically, what it has 
meant is that the world economy, 
taken as a whole, has behaved in a 
less cyclical way than before. 

What matt ere to investors now is 
whether this happy, benign state of 
affairs can persist for much longer. 
If economic conditions arc to 
become more volatile again in 
future, then we should expect to see 
some adverse future impact on 
share price valuations. 

If however, there has been a gen- 
uine and profound change in the 
way that the markets operate, with 
lower volatility a new norm, then it 
is possible to envisage the current 
“golden age” for equities persisting 
for some while yet 


Which will it be? UBS is in the 
more cautious camp. Mr Martin 
makes the point that one-off events, 
by definition, tend not to recur. 
The recent “decoupling” is largely 
“a fluke", he says, which is likely to 
lose its force in the next few years: 
if histoiy is any guide, volatility will 
return in due course. 

The historical parallels are not 
entirely encouraging. Previous 
occasions when economic condi- 
tions have been free from violent 
swings in output and interest rates 
- such as the 1920s and the late 
1 960s - have tended ro be followed 
by rather violent setbacks in the 
value of shares. 

The last time that people started 
talking about the “business cycle” 
having been “lamed" was, as UBS 
reminds us, in the bull market of 
the late 1960s, when blue chip 
companies on Will Street were 
selling on ridiculous multiples - 40 
or even 50 times earnings. 

Things are not quite so extrava- 
gant this time round, but recognis- 
ing that the current investment cli- 
mate is benign is a useful 
cautionary reminder against enter- 
taining too extravagant expecta- 
tions for the future. 


A position on Europe 



Going abroad? 


To be free of the UK tax net and capitalise 

■ '"’A on your British expatriate status, 

I -^1^^ \ it is essential to take action 

1 \ before you leave (and to 

1 . \cK Exr> \ continue taking steps whilst 

1 

A o you are away). Our booklet 

1^ \ 

t ‘The British Expatriate’ 

outlines what should be done 



EMU: Rachel Fixs en rep orts o n the implications for investors 


The fry Group 


E urosceptics may be getting increas- 
ing hot under the collar at the 
pnxspect of European monetary 
union, and even the Prime Minis- 
ter seems to be getting worked up about 
the threat of a federal Europe. Most 
investors however treat the EMU as one 
big yawn. But whether we in the UKJike 
it or not. Economic and Monetary Union 
( EMU) is probably going to happen, and 
its consequences will be anything bur dulL 
“Within Europe, 1 would expect EMU 
lit go ahead on time with a core group, 
and the peripheral countries to join 
later " says David Awrkoff, equity strate- 
iyj*i at securities house Credit Suisse 
First Boston. “Germany, France and the 
Netherlands are seen as the core candi- 
dates for EMU, with Spain and Italy on 
the edges." . .... 

Supposing this scenario is right, Mr 
Aserkoff says manufacturing and export- 
inn stocks within the core group, such as 
Volkswagen and German engineering 
stock Preussag. could be good buys. In the 
peripheral group, interest-rale sensitive 
•.locks such as hanks might be a better bet 
he says. Ot Iters say your first move should 
he todrop shares in countries outside the 
core croup- “My opinion is that the south 
Furopean countries will not be included,” 
says John Lomax. European strategist at 
merchant bank BZW. 


Paul O’Connor, UK equity strategist 
at BZW, says the strength or otherwise 
of the inner core and outer currencies is 
the key to how monetary union will 
impact the UK market - assuming ster- 
ling stays outside the euro-zone. If the 
euro was stronger than the mark it 
replaced, this would be good for UK 
exporters like British Steel. And the euro 
is more likely to be strong if monetary 
union is limited to a core group of 
countries, Mr O’Connor says. 

Shares of alcoholic drink companies, 
which tend to export to the peripheral coun- 
tries Hke Spain and Italy, could do badly if 
EMU only indudes the core countries and 
leaves the peseta and the lira to languish. 

If you're happy to go against the grain, 
believing the UK. will sign up for a single 
currency, you could make significant cap- 
ital gains buying long-term sterling bonds, 
Mr Aserkoff says. Long-term bond yields 
in Britain , are now two fall percentage 
points higher than their German equiva- 
lents and if the pound merged with the 
mark the UK yields would drop - sending 
the selling pace of the bond ste^jly higher. 

UK bank and insurance stocks would 
do well if Britain took part in EMU. 
“Other financial groups would see them 
as takeover targets,” seeing them as a way 
of getting a business foothold in the exclu- 
sive “euro-zone”, Mr Aserkoff says. 


Exporters would benefit most directly 
from monetary union, being able to get 
away without hedging their currency 
risks, and without the noise of the 
exchange rate getting in the way,” says Mr 
O’Connor. He adds that good exporters 
could well be found in the engineering 
sector, citing Spirax-Sarco as an example. 

Institutional investors can already hold 
bonds denominated in ecus - a currency 
based on a basket of European Union cur- 
rencies and these can be used as an invest- 
ment bet that monetary union will go 
ahead. But ecu bonds are denominated m 
milli ons of ecu. They are not intended for 
small investors, and investment funds con- 
taining them are hard to find. 

You can have an ecu bank account, 
though. One of the currency funds 
Fidelity Investments offers, which are 
designed as deposit accounts, is denom- 
inated in ecu. The current rate of inter- 
est is 2.9 per cent and yon have to have 
a minimum of £2,000 in your account 

And you can already have euro coins 
jangling in your pocket The Isle of Man 
treasury offers euros in various denomi- 
nations, minted in silver and gold. These 
are actually legal tender on the island, 
although in practice no one pays their 
shopping bill with them. They are just 
pretty collectors’ items destined to stay in 
their presentation boxes. 


- and when to do it. 


to, * 


M V 


* 0 t fax to (01 903)** this coup°^ otve 
,0,903) 231545^ °°868 “ *f aI £ toSpm 


To: Wilfred T. Fry Limited, FREEPOST SEA4046, 
WORTHING, West Sussex BN1 1 1BR (no stamp required) 
Please send me a free copy of ‘The British Expatriate' 


Name 

Address 
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PENSIONS 
MADE SIMPLE 




24 hours a dav 7 davs a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 

or lalk to vour Irolopr- tulciil Financial Adviser 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


f<H jwrtc* tloii. 


rded Information ot advice will only be provided on Scottish Widows products, issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment 
Widows ma !' *** rccoro ‘ ' 
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on the cheap 


Societies and life groups could 
be high on the takeover hit list 


7.1* 


..-6W 



D id you cast your vote 
in favour of Norwich 
Union’s conversion 
to pic status 

yesterday? Are you likely to 
want . to apply for more 
shares? Or are you like those 
people who add up to 27 per 
cent of Alliance & Leicester 
members and plan to dive 
for the exit as soon as 
dejdings begin. 

I found this last statistic 
mystifying. When we were 
aipiiring to add an extra share 
to the list of potential buys in 
the banking sector recently, 
one of my colleagues 
remarked how sad it was we 
could not yet indude 
Alliance & Leicester. 

With some regret, I must 
report this was not a 
judgement on the 
management or the 
positioning of the would-be 
bank. Rather, A&L was high 
on our list of likely bid 
targets. 

Bid rumours have 
surrounded Norwich Union 
as well, as I mentioned 
before. Policyholders will 
receive the opportunity to 
apply for more shares as 
Norwich Union broadens its 
capital base. 

Gearing np on your free 
holding might just be a way 
of speculating at relatively 
low risk, particularly as the 
consolidation of the life - 
assurance industry still has a 
long way to go. 

Life assurance is not a 
natural sector to select for 
prosperity undera Labour 
government, though. 
Investment returns may be 
held down, particularly if 
ACT changes are 
introduced. New Labour has 
indicated it would move 
towards a simpler and 
tougher regulatory system. 
Consolidating the self- 
regulatory organisations into 
a single governmental body 
may be the route it takes. 
Such a move would have its 
fair share of supporters, 
many from within the 
industry. 

Bnt it is hard to see that 
such an approach will make 
easier the burin ess of selling 
life assurance products, or 
reduce the cost burden of 
complying with regulation. 

Of course, the 27 per cent 
of Alliance & Leicester 
depositors and savers are 
delivering an important 
message to the market - 
which is nothing to do with 
their view of the society. It is 
estimated that this wave of 
demutualisations will be an 
even bigger boost to private 
share ownership than the 


privatisations of the mid- 
1980s. 

The number of people 
owning individual shares will 
increase significantly 
they will receive them free or 
charge and without needing 
to take action. 

Privatisations were 
altogether more pro-active, 
needing a cheque to be 
written and a form to be 

^BmlTafair chunk of these 
new capitalists are deciding 
to turn their windfall into 
ready cash, we might see a 
surge in consumer spending 
equivalent to that spurred on 
by the housing boom of the 
1980s. Moreover, it would 
be achieved without the 
increase in borrowing this 
earlier profligate period 
produced. Quite where 
consumers might distribute 
their largesse is far from 
clear, but maty expect the 
holiday trade to be a 
beneficiary, while borne 
improvements could be in 
for a boost too. 

It might mean that, after 
this election, we have to look 
beyond the traditional 
beneficiaries of building and 
construction likely to benefit 
from a higher spending 
La bour administration. 

For myself. I am taking 
the view that the way ahead 
is still far from dear. Witness 
the gyrations in the US. 
where the Dow took a hit of 
close to 150 points one day 
and, within a week, returned 
to an even higher level, 
recording the biggest one- 
day rise since the dead-cat 
bounce of October 1987. 
(Dead-cat bounces, by the 
way, are what happens when 
a bear market produces a 
rally and sucks in those who 
believe foe bad news is all 
over. There is still no 
evidence that a bear market 
has started in the US.) 

Caution aside, there are 
still buying opportunities, 
but I prefer to restrict myself 
to smaller companies just at 
presenL 

An exception might be 
Glaxo Wellcome, where foe 
new hepatitis drug, 
lamivudine. has returned 
spectacular results in clinical 
trials. This is the same drug 
already in use for Aids 
sufferers, known as Epivir. 
and is one of range of new 
products Glaxo is bringing 
on stream. 

The shares yield better 
than the market average and 
look a good bet for long- 
term private client portfolios. 

Returning to smaller 
companies, experience 
suggests these are less likely 
to be affected by short-term 
market gyrations, although 
values can be decimated in a 
panic - as we saw in 1987. 
Trawling the bottom end of 
the Stock Exchange list has 
always been fun. 

Perhaps-I will return there 
next week. 

Brian R Tom is the chairman 
of the Greig Middleton Inves- 
tment Strategy Committee 
Tel: 0171-392 4000 
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loose 

change 


ScotHfe Home Loans is 
launching a mortgage with 2 
per cent off foe standard 
variable rate (currently 7.24 
per cent) for the first three 
years, a £500 cashback 
following completion and a 
further £1,000 cashback in 
December 1999. A 
reservation fee of £250 is 
required plus a £295 
arrangement fee which can 
be added to the loan. There 
is a penally for redemption 
in the first five years, but no 
compulsory insurance. The 
discount is reduced to 1.5 
per cent for loans under 
£60,000. Call 0131-456-7128 
for details. 

Nationwide BS is offering 
a new range of mortgages 
including a choice of a 16 
per cent discount for two 
years off the standard 
variable rate (which is 
currently 6.99 per cent), a 15 
per cent discount for five 
years, and a seven-year fixed 
rate of 829 per cent, all on 
up to 90 per cent loans to 
value. An arrangement fee 
of £295 and Nationwide 
buildings and contents 
insurance are required. 

Bnpa is going nationwide 


with its out-of-hours service 
presently only available to its 
private medical insurance 
holders in foe Reading area. 

The service, designed for 
policyholders who find it 
hard to reach a surgery in 
working hours, allows’ 
them to phone a doctor 
between 7pm and 10pm on 
weekdays, visit a doctor or 
have a home visit free of 
charge. 

. A 24-hour call-out service 
is available at £30 a visit and 
a free telephone advice 
service for £6 a month. 

AA Insurance’s latest 
survey’s shows average 
buildings insurance 
premiums are down 10 per 
cent over 12 months but up 
1.5 per cent over three 
months. 

Contents policies are 

down 7 per cent over a 
year but up 1.4 per cent over 
me last quarter, while 
comprehensive car cover is 
3 j per cent higher than it 
was a year ago and 3.9 per 
ce £i U P on the last quarter. 

. vf e changes include the 
rise in insurance premium 
tax from 2^ per cent to 4 per 
cent this month. 
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windfall shareholders 



Share fixEfiffiS 


£33kandra 




Mutual benefits: 

Clifford German on 
the latest offers 

W indfalls are eveiyone’s favourite fruit 

this year, and after a slow start there 

is now a crowd of providers offering 

v™, r a ,, h ° me for y° ur windfalls whether 

the for 03517 0r kee P them “ 

the form of shares. By the end of the summer 13 

e ^ Ve ^ estimated 

f-2bn worth of cash or shares from HaJifex, 
W^lw,ch Nonheni Rock, Alliance &LeicSS 
and Bristol & West buflding societies, and from 
Norwich Union, Scottish Amicable and Colonial 
Mutual insurance companies, and who knows what 
other takeovers and conversions will be taking their 
place m the pipeline. 

Not all of them will go out and spend the money, 
however, and several other building societies are 
offering deals deliberately angled at investors who 
want to cash their windfalls. If you only want to 
tie your money up for a year Cbventiy Buflding 
Society is offering a Fixed Rate Option Bond pay- 
ing 6.7 per cent gross until the end of June next 
year on a min i m um investment of £1,000. The 
bond also makes you a member of the society in 
case of a takeover bid! Bristol & West is offering 
7.05 per cent gross on a similar sum fixed until mid- 
July 1998, but Bristol & West has already sold out 
to the Bank of Ireland. 

On Monday, Market Harboiougb Buflding 
Society is offering an escalator bond paying 7 per 
cent gross in the first year, rising to 7.5 per cent 
in year two and 8.25 per cent in year three on sums 
of £1 ,000 upwards. This one does qualify investors 
as members entitled to a windfall in the event of 
a hid. 

Yorkshire Building Society, another commit- 
ted mutual, is offering 7.25 per cent gross fixed 
until the end of 1998 on its new Mutual Benefit 
Bund, that also qualifies as a membership 
account The minimum investment is £5,000. The 
Staffordshire Building Society is offering 73 per 
cent gross paid yearly and fixed until April 2000, 
or 7.05 per cent for investors who want a monthly 
income. The minimum investment is only £2300 
and it also conveys membership status. 


MtOtional fund 
Investment if 
new customer 


(Initial Ural Trust 
me) animal charj 


These fixed-rate offers make conventional 
building society deposit rates look distinctly fee- 
ble, although investors must remember the rates 
are fixed at a time when variable rates are likely 
to rise. 

Investors who think variable rates will rise 
sharply and soon might prefer Birmin gham & 
Midshires’ new Windfall Account, which offers a 
variable rate of 3.05 per cent on a minimum of 
£1,000 and 335 per cent on £5,000 upwards and 
offers a free share-dealing sendee if a minimum 
of £2300 is invested. 

Rising interest rates may persuade mote wind- 
fall shareholders to sell their shares once they have 


seen what they are worth when actual dealings 
begin. Half the Alliance & Leicester members 
asked for their share certificates to be sent to them, 
which will |»jve them the option of selling their 
shares any time after the start of dealing next week. 
They will have missed the chance to sell them free 
of charge but they will at least know the price they 
will get when they do sell and that could be worth 
waiting for. 

Once again there are special offers to look out 
for. If you do decide to sell in the market shortly 
Skipton Buflding Society will sell them for you over 
the phone for a fee of £15 fixed until the end of 
May. The ShareCentre will hold them for you and 


sell them for you as soon as they reach the price 
you choose. They will, however, charge you a min- 
imum of £730 each quarter for the privilege of 
watching the market and selling as soon as the 
shares reach your chosen target. 

Many windfall holders will simply keep the 
shares they get and forget about them. That 
presumably is what the 500,000 Alliance & Leices- 
ter members who chose to have their shares put 
into an Alliance & Leicester holding account 
intended to da 

One certainly hopes so, because it will now cost 
them £10 to get the actual share certificate if they 
subsequently deride to sell or put the shares in 


a tax-free personal equity plan (PEP). They might 
even have a problem getting the share certificate 
now within the 42-day deadline for putting 
shares into a PEP without incurring dealing 
charges. 

But those who want to maximise their tax ad- 
vantages should consider putting their windfalls 
into a PEP. Investors who are lucky enough to 
crystallise capital gains in excess of £6,400 this tax 
year would be well advised to put their windfalls 
into a PEP simply so they can sell them free of cap- 
ital gains tax. 

Once again the ShareCentre is offering a spe- 
cial “PEP and sell 1 ' deal, priced at £1230 phis their 
normal sale commission of 1 per cent (minimum 
charge £730) 

If you do want to PEP and keep your windfall 
shares this summer, there is plenty of choice. After 
a slow start at least a dozen PEP providers will 
welcome you and your shares with open arms. Our 
table shows the ones which will allow you to trans- 
fer your windfall shares free of charge into a PEP, 
and also what they will charge you to keep them 
there. 

Some charge a collection fee to cash the divi- 
dends for you, which can turn out quite expensive 
if you have a PEP with several different shares, 
each paying two modest dividends a year. Others 
charge a fiat fee per company in the plan, and most 
charge a dealing fee if you want to buy or sell 
shares within the PEP. 

Four managers, Barclays, NatWcst, Perpetual 
and Save & Prosper will take windfall shares into 
self-select PEFs. A number of investment trust 
management companies. Fidelity, John Govett, 
Mercury, Perpetual and Schraders, will take 
windfall shares into a PEP free of charge and 
allow holders to keep them. One advantage of 
doing this is that the value of Pepped windfalls 
does not count towards your annual PEP 
allowance. 

Another 20 unit trust managers, including 
Barclays Unicom, Britannia, Hill Samuel, Legal 
& General, Pearl, Prolific and Schraders, will take 
in windfall shares but they require windfall hold- 
ers to sell their shares and buy units instead. 

This category includes Virgin, which will take 
windfall shares free of charges into both PEP and 
pension plans, and hold them for up to a year 
before they have to be converted into units. The 
value of swapped shares does, however, count as 
part of your annual PEP allowance. 
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Process now - and cheque later - is 
the powerful taxman’s new motto 


L ast week, we looked at 
the new self-assessment 
system. Despite tne ' • 
penalties that I mentioned 
(or perhaps because of 
them) some people may have 
looked at the article - or . 
their tax return - and 
thought, “How do they find 
out?” or “What happens to 
the return when I send it 
in?” So what are the 
Revenue’s new powers? 

We have to assume you 
submit a return - if you 
don't, the Revenue can 
estimate your liability and 
they have no incentive to 
guess low! Your return is fed 



John Whiting 


into the jaws of the 
Revenue's computer to go 
through what they term 
“process now, check later". 

The forms have been 


Self Assessment 
don’t go it alone 

For a free British Taxpayers Association brochure. 



Call BTA now on 
0990 28 28 29 


Tax: Random 
checks are only 
one of the 
terrors in store 
as we are 
asked to assess 
ourselves 

designed to make it easy for 
the Revenue to run simple 
computer checks on all 
forms. It will correct minor 
errors, a process called 
amending the return. This 
covers an arithmetic error on 
tax return, or entering 
es in the wrong box. 

The Revenue basically has 
up to nine months after the 
31 January filing deadline to 
make such amendments. 
These may be in the 
taxpayer’s favour. But if it 
does result in extra tax 
becoming due, there will be 
interest from the date it 
should have been paid, 
normally 31 January. 

The “check later” will be a 
second stage and in most ' 
cases won’t happen. But if 
there is something which 
prompts a concern on the 
Revenue's part, an inquiry 
may. be launched. The sort of 
thing the Revenue will be 
looking for is omitted 
income or deliberate errors 
in the taxpayer’s favour. 

(Yes, it wfll spot your using 4 
instead of 40 per cent in 
computing the tax due if you 
go down me route of 


working out your own bill!) 
Revenue lays great stress on 
■their Code of Practice on the 
review being reasonable and 
fair, not a witch-hunt - and it 
is an inquiry, not an audit 
Those with American friends 
may know how US citizens 
fear an Internal Revenue 
Sendee audit - if ranks 
second only to cancer in the 
American worry league! . 

Taxpayers will be given 
formal notice of an inquiry, 
but will not be told why their 
affairs have been selected for 
review. The notice must 
generally be given within 12 
months of the 31 January 
filing deadline. The 
investigation may focus on 
particular aspects of the 
taxpayer’s affairs or may be 
more comprehensive. 

The Revenue has wide 
powers to can for documents 
or other particulars it thinks 
necessary to decide whether 
the return is complete. There 
are penalties if someone 
cannot, or refuses to, 
produce them, though these 
are likely to be imposed only 
in cases of persistent failure 
or deliberate obstruction. 

The records must be 
reasonably required for the 
purposes of the audit 
Appeals are possible if the 
Revenue is being 
unreasonable. likewise, the 
independent Tkx 
Commissioners can be asked 
to bring an investigation to a 
close if the taxpayer believes 
an inspector is pursuing an 
enquiiy without having 
reasonable grounds. 

2c due course, the 


inspector will issue a notice 
to signal the close of the 
inquiry,- which wili ■ 
incorporate conclusions as to 
the amount of additional tax 
(if any) the investigation has 
shown to be due. Additional 
tax wiH attract interest, and 
may also attract a penally of 
up to the amount of the tax 
itself. 

Perhaps the most 
controversial aspen about 
the Revenue’s activities in 
this area is its new power to 
select cases for inquiry at 
random. We have to accept 
that random inquiries are 
part of proving the integrity 
of the system. But there is 
nevertheless a genuine 
concern that totally innocent 
taxpayers may be put to the 
worry and expense of having 
to prove a negative - ie that 
they have omrtted nothing at 
all from their return. There 
is no tax deduction for any 
fees incurred in defending a 
position, despite pressure 
from official bodies. 

The advice must be to take 
care over the preparation of 
the tax return. Make sure it 
is complete and correct. Get 
reliable professional help if 
necessafy and keep 
supporting records safe in 
case they are needed later. 
Bat it is a sobering thought 
that if the Inland Revenue 
select only a few thousand 
returns each year (they are 
Talking about 7300) using 
their random selection 
powers, you have a far better 
chance of being subjected to 
a Revenue investigation than 
of winning the lottery! 
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Self Assessment. 
Taxed if you do. 
Fined if you don’t. 


You know it's already 
started. You've had the forms 
and didn't need to read them 
to know that responsibility 
has shifted - to you! Bui 
what does "keep proper 
record *" actually mean? 

Well Tax Tracker™ knows, 
because it's the only diary 
based organiser especially 
designed to keep you on top 
of Self Assessment. 


Order a Tax Tracker™ 
today by phone f7 days). 
Quote your credit or debit 
card details and for just 
£18.99 + £1 P&P we'll rush 
you Tax Tracker™ with 
guaranteed delivery next 
working day. 

Avoid the pain of £100’s 
□ext year finding out what 
1 automatic penalty ■ means 
by spending just £20 today. 

1 TM 


Tax Tracker 


I FREEPHONE 0800 393 318 I 
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Stand by for 
dearer cash 


Top priority for next chancellor, 
Clifford German comments 


T he future course of 
interest rates after the 
election is more 
important to investors 
than income tax rates. That 
is not too difficult to work 
out of course, after the two 
main parties both committed 
themselves not to increase 
either the top rate of tax or 
the basic rate. 

If Labour is elected 
Gordon Brown might like to 
raise other taxes as well as 
impose the windfall tax in his 
promised interim budget in 
June. Many City economists 
think he should. But it would 
be difficult and dangerous to 
raise both taxes and interest 
rates so soon after an 
election. That means a 
bigger rise in interest rates is 
more probable to forestall 
infla denary pressures. 

Higher interest rates are 
not a complete substitute for 
higher tax revenues, but they 
work in the same direction. 
The question is really bow 
big will the increase be, how 
far will rates rise before they 
peak, and what impact will 
increases have on the UK 
economy, on sterling, shares 
and property prices? 

We were last in this 
economic neck of the woods 
in the late Eighties. Nigel 
Lawson after cutting taxes in 
1987 to secure his place in 
history as a reforming 
Chancellor also decided to 
cut interest rates to try to 
hold down sterling. The 
economy lurched into an 
inflationary boom, the 
Chancellor was forced to 
push base rates up again to 
IS per cent, and his 
successor John Major then 
pegged the pound against 
European currencies at an 
unsustain ably high rate, 
while the economy fell back 
into a slump in 1990. 

John Major says he still 
bears the scars. The next 
Chancellor is unlikely to 
make that mistake again. 
Interest rates are certain to 
rise even if Eddie George is 
no longer there to nag. 
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But there is a real risk that 
a small rise in interest rates 
next month would have the 
worst of both worlds. It 
would undermine shares and 
send mortgage rates upward, 
and it could also persuade 
currency speculators that 
they could dictate policy and 
force the pound and interest 
rates steadily higher. Much 
of the rise in sterling over 
the past nine months has 
been based on the 
assumption the Government 
will be forced reluctantly to 
raise interest rates. 

Resisting speculative 
pressure head-on is not a 
sensible policy especially 
when there are strong 
domestic reasons to raise 
rates anyway. The trick is to 
wrong-foot speculators by 
the size or timin g of policy 
moves. There is a good case 
for the Chancellor to put 
rates up substantially, to 7 or 
even 7.5 percent, to 
demonstrate his intention of 
take tough decisions while 
the need for them can 
plausibly be blamed on his 
predecessors, and 
simultaneously knock 
inflation on the head and 
cheat the speculators. 

Arguably,, once there was 
nothing more for speculators 
to go for, sterling could start 
to drift back to a more 
realistic rates against the 
dollar and European 
currencies. If that happened 
the export sector of the 
economy would feel more 
confident and shares could 
rally after the initial shock. 

The logic of this analysis 
as far as private investors are 
concerned is to fix mortgage 
rates now for two to three 
years ahead (five years is too 
long), but not to commit 
savings for too far ahead. 
There are some attractive 
rates available, up to 7.05 
per cent a year for savers 
who have £1,000 to invest, 
725 per cent if you have 
£5,000. But there could be • 
better offers still by mid- ' 
summer. 
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r « invest u,uuv or more in our Guaranteed income Bond, we give you a 
choice of net income levels: From 5.5% up to 8% (depending on how much you invest). 
Income is paid monthly to you for 5 years. 

Wesleyan’s strong financial performance means there are prospects 
for additional capital growth. 

High payouts: we achieved 14 out of a possible 16 ‘top ten’ ratings for 
endowments across a range of savings terms over the past 4 years 
(Source: Money Management: With Profits Survey, October 1996). 

We are a mutual company with over 150 years of experience and 
no shareholders so profits are re-invested for customers. 
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POST THE COUPON TO RECCIVE MORE INFORMATION. 
OR CALL FREE. MONO AT - FRIDA'Y ?AM - SPM 


0800 281472 


WESLEYAN 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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Name 

Address 
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Send to; Wesleyan Financial Services. FREEPOST MID. 00001, : : .V; ■ A? 
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Best borrowing rates 
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Best savings rates 
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The Index-Tracking PEP for the new tax year 



initial charges 


JUST 

0 . 5 % annual charge 


NO 

withdrawal fee 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 




(also costs the least) 


UNBEATABLE COSTS— 

Ai just 0.7A) p.a.,you won’t find a better 
value FTSE All-Share Indez-TrackLag PEP 
anywhere else. And (here are still no 
initial charges or withdrawal fees to pay. 

To find out more about the UK’s 
best nine FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking 
PEP. call now, or return the coupon 
opposite. Alternatively, -you can contact 
us at httpy/www JegalRnd-generaIco.uk 




Find out more now - Phone free 0500116622 
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Useful brollies 
for inevitable 

rainy days 

Abigan Montrose offers advice 
for stretching your money in a 
special two-page report 
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S ome habits are hard to 
break, but that is not 
always a bad thing. 
Saving is a prime example - 
the sooner you start the 
easier it is, and soon you 
don't even notice. 

Adopting a savings 
strategy is a good idea. By 
deciding what you are saving 
for it not only gives you 
something to work towards, 
hut makes it easier to choose 
the right vehicle for your 
savings. 

Whatever you want to 
save for, the first thing to do 
is build up an emergency 
fund. This should be a 
minimum of three months’ 
income and should be easy 
to get at, such as in an 
instant access savings 
account. 

This money can then act 
as a cushion to tide you over 
in any emergency. So if an 
unexpected bill does land on 
our doormat, you do not 
i aw to cash in any of your 
investments or lose interest 
on your long-term savings. 

Once you have built up 
your emergency fund, you 
can then look to save for 
specific items or events. 

If you are saving for the 
short-term, such as a holiday 
or Christmas, then 
realistically your only option 
is a savings account. 

In general, accounts 
which require you to give 
some notice before 
withdrawing your money 
tend to pav higher rates of 
interest. Similarly, postal 
accounts tend to pay better 
rates of interest than branch- 
basal savings accounts. 

There are some notable 
exceptions, such as ibe 
recently formed Sainsbury’s 
Bonk instant access account. 
This is paying an impressive 
flat rate of 5.75 per cent 
interest on balances of £1 
upwards, which is more than 
many accounts pay on six- 
figure balances. But what’s 
good today may not be so 
impressive in six months 
time, so savers need to 
regularly check the rates of 
interest they arc earning on 
their savings. 

For those looking to save 
regularly for the next 
couple of years, perhaps to 


build up enough money to . 
pay for a car, a wedding or 
a house deposit, a number 
of building societies and 
high street b anks offer 
regular savings schemes 
with enhanced rates of 
interest. 

If you are saving for the 
medium term (five years or 
• more), whether it's to help 
fund your children through 
university ot to turn your 
own dreams into reality 
with a Harley Davidson, you 
can start to look at tax- 
exempt accounts (Tfcssas) 
and stock market 
investment schemes. 

- You have to keep a Tessa 
for five years to receive all 
the interest on your savings 
tax free. Tessas pay the best 
rates of interest among 
savings accounts, but foe 
maximum you can save is 
£9,000 over the five year 
period. Useful to a student, 
and well on the way to a 
Harley. 

If you can lock your 
money away for five years, 
many institutions offer fixed- 
term savings bonds at 
attractive rates. Many of 
these have tiered interest 
rates - the more you invest, 
the higher the rate. 

Stock market investments 
have always produced better 
long-term returns than 
savings accounts - but then- 
value will fluctuate in line 
with market moves and 
company performance, so it 
would not be wise to put all 
your money here. 

Ifyouneedcashina 
huny when foe market is 
doing badly, you will not 
make as much as you hoped 

- and if the market really 
nose-dived, you could even 
get back less than you 
originally invested. 

Unless you have a large 
sum to invest - in which 
cose the person to see is 
probably a stockbroker or 
independent financial 
adviser - most people will 
opt for unit trusts or 
investment trusts. 

The most tax-efficient way 
to invest in a unit trust is 
through a personal equity 
plan (PEP) which means that 
all the money you make is 
tax free. 



P&rty-pooper: The wrong Investment could mean cheese and crackers on the big day photograph; mykh. nicolaou 

Turn 2000 in style 

Millennium: Abigail Montrose raises a glass in anticipation 


W here will you be on 
31 December 
1999? Wherever 
yon plan to see in 
the new mflleonium it’s almost 
certain you’ll want to do so 
with a glass of something spe- 
cial in your hand at the party 
of a lifetime. And if you w m 
have to pay foe bill, now is the 
time to stan saving for it 
If you put £50 a month 
under foe mattress from now 
until December 1999 you 
would have £1*450 to cele- 
brate with. Belter still, put the 
money into a savings account 
- and look around for the 
best deal. 

Some accounts pay as little 
as 0-5 percent or less interest, 
which means your savings, 
after tax, would grow by just 
£10.41 to £1,660.41 by Decem- 
ber 1999. Whereas if you save 
in one of the best-paying 
accounts, such as foe new 
Sainsbuiy’s Bank’s instant 
access account, (5.75 per cent), 
your sayings would grpw by. . 
£122J8 to £1,77248. Assum- 
ing, of course, the rate of 
interest remains unchanged 
Tb save for the big day, your 
choice is limited to savings 
accounts. If you were looking 
to save for five years or more 
you could oonsider investing in 
shares, but with party time less 
than three years away, this is 
hot advisable. 

As Ian Millward. invest- 
ment marketing director at 
independent financial advisers 
Chase de Vere, points out: 
“Less than three years is too 
short a time-scale to invest in 
equities - particularly as that 
is foe longest amount of time 
any of your money would be 


invested. If the market crashed 
in late 1999 you could end up 
eating cheese and crackers at 

your mill e nnium party!” 

There are several types of 
account on offer, and notice 
accounts tend to pay higher 
rates. For example, Sun Bank- 
ing pays 3.75 per cent interest 
on its instant access account, 
but 4.75 per cent on its 60-day 
notice account The only prob- 
lem with a long notice period 
is that you cannot move sav- 


to make it is still competitive. 
If not, move elsewhere. 

Rates of interest are often 
tiered, so while you may only 
get 1 per cent on savings up to 
£500, you may get 4 per cent 
on balances over this amount. 

If several of you are plan- 
ning to split die biU for the 
parly of a lifetime it’s worth 
considering Direct Line's 
instant access accounts, which 
allow investors to operate 
linked accounts in which the 


( By December 1999, £50 a month put 
under a mattress would total £1,650 7 


ings as swiftly as you may want 
to without a loss of interest 

Savings accounts operated 
by post or telephone also tend 
to offer savers better rates 
than branch-based accounts. 
For example, Cheltenham & 
Gloucester pays 1 per cent ' 
interest on its branch-based 
instant access account, 4 per 
cent interest on its instant 
access postal account, and 5-5 
per cent on its 30-day notice 
postal account. 

Cheltenham & Gloucester 
will allow you to open a savings 
account with as little as£l, oth- 
ers are less accommodating. 
During foe past year building 
societies have increased foe 
opening balances on their sav- 
ings accounts to £100, £500 or 
even £1,000. This is to stop 
potential carpetbaggers. 

Banks and building soci- 
eties change their rates so 
check yours every six months 


totals are added together to 
count towards higher rates of 
Interest The account pays 44 
per. cent interest on balances 
up to £5,000 and 5 per cent on 
balances up to £10,000. 

Many building societies, 
offer regular savings accounts ' 
with enhanced rates of inter- 
est Typically, you must save a 
set amount each month for a 
minimum of- at least two or 


three years, and foe number of 
withdrawals is limited - gen- 
erally to one or two each year. 

Some regular savings 
accounts, such as Bradford & 
Bingley’s, require you to save 
for at least three years if you 
are to receive its enhanced rate 
of interest of 64 per cent Oth- 
ers require you to save for a 
minimum of two years or less, 
such as West Bromwich which 
is paying 6.76 per cent and 
Scarborough and Nationwide 
which both are paying 64 per 
cent 

And don’t forget National 
Savings, which offers two sav- 
ings accounts. The ordinary 
account provides instant 
access and pays 24 per cent 
on balances of £500 or more 
once the account has been 
open for at least one yean the 
investment account is a 30-day 
notice account which pays 4.75 
per cent on a balance of £20 
and 525 per cent on £500 
upwards. 

If you are prepared to take 
a bit of a gamble, of course, 
you could consider Premium 
Bonds. While you would not 
earn any interest you could 
w in one of Ernie’s prizes. 


Women leave 
risks to men 

Know-how: Sadly lacking 


W omen are more 

averse to risk than 
men in their savings 
and investments, according 
to new research by NOP. 
Only 12 per cent of women 
said they would consider an 
investment in which they 
risked a loss - compared 
with 32 per cent of men. 

The poll, on behalf of Hill 
Samuel Asset Management 
is one of two pieces of 
research that underline the 
huge gap between the risks 
and rewards of investment 
and the pubHe perception of 
them. 

As Rob Page. Hill Sam- 
uel's marketing director, put 
it: “These statistics dearly 
demonstrate the investment 
industry is failing to reach 
the mass market and con- 
vince the man in the street 
that stock market investment 
is a sensible option.” 

Andrew Buley, investment 
marketing manager at the 
TSB, which commissioned 
foe other survey, was even 
more blunt: "It is dear from 
our findings that, for many 
people, savings remain a 
mystery. " 

In foe Hill Samuel poll, 
NOP asked people how 
much £1,000 invested in a 
typical unit trust would be 
worth after 10 years: 29 per 
cent did not know, while a 
further 31 per cent thought it 
would have grown to only 
£1400. 

Only 14 per cent thought 
that they would at least 
double their money over a 
decade. 

In fact an investment of 
£1,000 in foe average UK 
equity income trust would 
have turned £1,000 into 
£3,003 over foe 10 years to 
last December. 

There is also little know- 
ledge of foe stock market, 
with 55 per cent of respon- 
dents believing that foe UK 
market had ended the year 
lower than it started at least 
four times since 1980. In fact 
it has only happened twice - 
in 1990 and 1994. 

Even though inflation is 


lower than for 20 years, it 
still worries savers: 49 per 
cent of respondents said it 
was still a significant factor 
in their savings and 
investment plans. 

Investors’ aversion to risk 
was not based on personal 
experience. Only 12 per cent 
of women and 27 per cent of 
men had made an invest- 
ment that resulted in a loss. 

The findings of foe Hill 
Samuel survey are 
underlined by the other 
piece of recent research, also 
undertaken by NOP, which is 
bound to raise questions 
among fund managers about 
the effectiveness of their 
marketing activities. 

Banks and fond managers 
spend millions promoting 
their products every year, 
malting extensive use of 
direct mail - but despite this 
extensive advertising only 27 
per cent could correctly 
identify a PEP (personal 
equity plan) - although a 
further 7 per cent knew it 
was some kind of tax-exempt 
investment and a similar 
number said that it was 
simply a savings or 
investment plan. 

Only 44 per cent of those 
questioned in this poll knew 
what a Tessa was (tax-exempt 
special savings account), the 
same number as the don’t 
knows. 

Only half foe sample 
thought that they were 
getting foe best out of their 
savings; asked why they had 
not, in that case, made 
changes, 24 per cent said 
they did not have time, but 
25 per cent said that savings 
information was presented in 
a complicated way. 

For the Hill Samuel 
survey, NOP interviewed 938 
adults by telephone during 
Febru ary an d March. 

The TSB survey, also by 
telephone, covered 1,006 
respondents during March. 

Tb help people make more 
of their savings TSB has 
produced a Money and 
Savings Guide, available free 
from 0500 758 4000. 
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\\ I I 1 l-PROfl 1 S BOND 

A worry-free 
investment 
offering the best 
of both worlds. 


Security and Potential Capital Growth 

If tbai sounds like your dream come true; then The Equitable 
With-Profits Bond is a' winning combination foe your investments. 

With £500 you can invest in a managed fond of assets, which 
Smooths the shon-term fluctuations in value over the period of 
your mvestrrie.it 

What is more, we guarantee that, whatever future market 
conditions are like, at the fifth and subsequent anniversaries you 
can encash your Bond for hs original value phis bonuses accrued. 

So, you can strike a balance between keeping your savings safe 
in a building society, but possibly eroded by inflation, and . die 
potentially lucrative bat more risky option of investment in 
equities. 

And, as part of your medium to iong-tenn investment plans, 
The Equitable With-Profits Bond can play an important and 
profitable pan. _ 

Of course, you also have die reassurance and peace of mind 
which comes from dealing with The Equitable life, the world’s- 
oldest mutual life office. 

If you would Hke more iofomumoo on achieving the best of 
both worlds with The Equitable With-Profits Bond, call 
10990) 38 48 58. or rerum the coupon below for details by poet 
and by telephone. 


] Aforaa ricc/«irice wffl only be given on Equiabfc g r oup products 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from oiir principles 


CALL FREE ON 0800 880 880 NOW 



Cam up to 6.8%, gross'. 
A cast iron guarantee. 

limited offer.) 


What’s noticeable about The Royal Bank of Scotland's Guaranteed 
Income Account is thar you can earn up to 6.8* gross: And that's a cast iron 
guarantee. The rate is guaranteed for one year so you can feel safe knowing 
that your investment bs prweeted from changing interest rates. 

You can open the one yea- account with [5,000 and can invest any 
sum up to £200.000 . As you would expea however, such hjgt rates of 
Interest can be offered for a limited period only. 

To take advantage of this riveting offer call free on 0800 880 880, 
(Mi In the coupon or call into 
your nearest branch. 

Now isn't that a good 
idea from The Royal Bank 
of Scodand? 


I — I 

To. Guararaesd Inctmte Account!, The Royal Bank of Scotland pk. FREEPOST. 

101 Princess So*«. Manchester Ml 8DP. 

Please send me fufl details on the toyed Bunk's Guaranteed lnrotne Account. 
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Elect to 
spread 
the risk 


Trusts: Tony Lyons on how 
small investors can best 
manage their own portfolios 


Stock market investments 
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Worst performing unit trusts 
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Govett FOF Japan Index -5.9 

S&P Japan Small Cos • . -10.5 

M&G Japan & General Acc -10.8 

Barclays Unicom Japan Inc .. -14.5- 
Fidelity Japan Smaller Cos.. -16.2 

Friends Prov Japanese Small Cos -19.2 
Govett Japan Strategy -20.7 

Govett FOF Japan Bear . -26.6 
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Govett FOF US Betir -37.1 
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O rdinary savers have made more 
money over the years by invest- 
ing in stocks and shares than in 
any other type of investment. 
Over the long term, five years and more, 
equity investment, directly or indirectly 
through unit or investment trusts, has 
produced much better returns than sav- 
ings in building society or other fixed 
interest accounts. 

But general elections can create uncer- 
tainties in the stock market. At least that 
is what the fund management groups 
would like ordinary investors and savers 
to think. The financial pages of newspa- 
pers and magazines are lull of advertise- 
ments extolling the virtues of various sav- 
ings schemes that will, they claim, offer 
greater protection against' the political 
uncertainties that lie ahead. 

Yet in the broad sweep of things, 
changes in government have only a short- 
term effect on stock market sentiment in 


this countiy in regard to equity invest- 
ment. In the long term, the effect is min- 
imal. Hie performance of an open stock 
market such as London depends on 
world-wide economic trends. Share prices 
over the long term move in line with 
global trends, particularly interest rate 
movements and the future prospects for 
company growth. 

Unless you are a full-time investor, 
putting all your money into just one or two 
shares leaves you open to an unnecessary 
degree of risk. 

Normally, you will need investment 
advice from a stockbroker which comes 
at a price, and if the performance of one 
or more of the stocks turns sour, then you 
will face serious losses. 

Growing numbers of people are now 
managing their own portfolios often 
using a PC and a modem to download 
data from the Internet - or through an 
investment club. 


But for most savers it makes more 
sense to invest in a collective investment 
such as unit or investment trusts, or 
open-ended investment companies when 
they become available later this year. 
These offer the saver a stake in a large 
portfolio of companies. 

Of course, unit prices can go down. But 
ty investing m a diversified basket of eoui- 
ties, you will have spread your risks so that 
if one of the companies in the portfolio 
goes belly-up, it will not have too great an 
influence on the rest of the fund. 

Since John Major won the 1992 elec- 
tion, the FTSE 100 index has doubled in 
value. Over the span of his government, 
most investors in unit and investment 
trusts have done well. 

The tables show the best- and worst- 
performing funds in this time. Mary are 
specialist funds in smaller companies, par- 
ticular countries or, in the case of invest- 
ment trusts, have large international 


portfolios, so the top and bottom funds 
investing in the UK are also shown. 

There are more than 1,000 unit trusts 
and investment trusts to choose from and 
insurance companies also offer hundreds 
of unitised insurance funds. Some of these 
are riskier than others, although still less 
so than investing in individual shares. Past 
performance can provide a guide. 

As a rule of thumb, investments with 
lowest risk are those in cash ornear-cash- 
funds- but these are unlikely to show any 
long-term growth. Next in line are the 
Index trackers, followed by general, bal- 
anced funds investing internationally or 
just in Britain. Highest-risk are those spe- 
cialising in particular countries or sectors 
such as healthcare. While these may do 
spectacularly well, they can also fall out 
of favour rapidly, so a careful watch must 
be kept on them a i all times.. 

In this context it is worth noting how 
many funds invested in Japan show up 


among the poor performers. For while 
Japanese industry may lead the way in 
efficiency and technology, the Tokyo 
stock market has slumped at a time when 
other large markets have soared- and for- 
eign investors have also suffered from 
adverse exchange rate movements. 

It is difficult to know if the performance 
of some of the top funds is due to the 
investment ethos of the management 
group or if it is down to the share-pick- 
ing qualities of individual fund man- 
agers. 

Smaller groups often have to depend 
on the investment qualities of just one or 
two managers. If they leave to join 
another investment stable, performance 
can suffer dramatically. 

Recently, one of the managers who 
made the Finsbury Trust-stable of invest- 
ment trusts a leading performer has 
moved to a rival group and it will be inter- 
esting to see what happens to the per- 


formance of these funds. Over the long 
term some groups do appear to do bet- 
ter than others. 

A recent survey of consistent long-term 
performance by What Imvsimctu? maga- 
zine showed that consistent good per- 
formers include Schraders, M&G, G art- 
more and Fidelity. Over recent years, 
these have been joined by others such as 
Perpetual, Crddit Suisse, Jupiter, Provi- 
dent Mutual, Capel-Cure Myers, Britan- 
nia and Martin Currie. 

This is not to say that these groups do 
not have a poor performer or two in their 
investment stable. Rather, overall, they 
have more funds in the top 25 per cent 
of the various sectors and appear to do 
consistently better than their competitors. 

Tb outperform means taking a risk. For 
every successful investment; there, are 
many failures. So it will pay to remember 
that high-risk investments can seriously 
damage your wealth. 
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It is an ill windfal 


PEPs: Ken Welsby and Tony 
Lyons on how to blow £20bn 


F ollowing in the wake 
of Alliance & 
Leicester and the 
Colonial Mutual, the 
coming months will see some 
20 million people become 
shareholders in the building 
societies and life offices 
converting to pic status. Of 
these, around half will own 
shares for the first time. 

Altogether, some£20bn 
will be distributed in free 
shares. Biggest of all wfl] be 
the Halifax which 
demutualises in June which 
will be one of the largest 
companies in the FTSE 100 
with an expected value in 
excess of £12bn. 

While many will decide to ’ 
sell their shares immediately, 
holding on could prove more 
sensible. The precedent of 
Abbey National - which 
joined the stock market in 
1989 - shows the benefits of 
not selling windfall shares 
right away. Since its flotation 
the price of its shares has 
climbed from the initial 130p 
to around 790p today. So 
anyone who had £1,000 worth 
of shares in the company 
when it converted would now 
have a holding worth almost 
£6,080 today - in addition to 
a dividend every year. 

Even better: if you put 
your windfal] shares into. a 
PEP all the income and 
capital gains are tax-free. 

Although people often 
talk about investing in a PEP, 
strict ly speaking you can't: a 
PEP is simply a tax-free 
wrapper that contains other 
investments - including 
.shares and unit trusts. - 
There are hundreds of 
different PEPs to choose 
from - from banks, fund 
managers and stockbrokers, 
as weU as the converting 
mutuals themselves. But to 
make sure you make the 
most of youx-windfall shares 
it's worth doing some 
homework before making a 
decision. 

To comply with Inland 
Revenue rules, you must 
have completed' the transfer 
into the PEP within 42 days 
from the date on which the 
shares are issued - which will 


be some days before the date 
on which you receive the 
paperwork. 

There are two main types 
of plan: general and single- 
company. To qualify’for tax- 
free status, general PEPs can 
hold shares worth tip to 
£6,000 in many companies, 
and put a further £3,000 in a 
single-company plan. 

These are annual figures. 
You ca p inve st .in one of each 
type of PEP eabh tax year - 
■every year. So if you are in ... 
Une for free shares from -5 
more &an one company it 
. makes s ense to put them in a 
. general PEP. 

Remember that, since 
your free shares cost .. 
nothing, they don’t count 
towards the £6,000 limit You 
can consider using them as - 
the foundations of a tax-free 
market portfolio, by adding a 
lump sum, or through a 
monthly savings plan. 

The building societies that 
are converting have their 
own plans, but these may not 
offer the best deal because 
they will only accept their 
own shares. As Clifford 
German reports on page 27, 
more fund managers are 
announcing their windfall 
plans every week - so. unless 
you are an Alliance &■ ■ 
Leicester investor, it may be 
sensible to watch develop-', 
■ments, but make no final 
..decisions until May-end. 

In this context there is one 
last rule to remember, you 
can only have one PEP - 
manager. So if you want to 
bold on to tile shares - 
through a PEP, check that 
the p lan manager is an 
investment group that will let 
you retain them, rather than 
simply taking them into their 
fund in exchange for units. 

Not all.the windfall PEP 
arrangements are simple. 
Some schemes have complex 
rules so it is worth taking 
time to study the small print. 
It sounds more complicated 
than it is. But you should 
follow a few simple rules: 

□ Send for information 
from several fund 
management groups which 
advertise special windfall 


arrangements and read the 
literature they send - and if 
you are not sure on any 
point, telephone them and 
ask. (Many funds have free 
or low-cost numbers.) 

□ Bear in mind that 
although a fund's past record 
is not a certain guide to the 


future, good performers are 
more likely to continue 
doing well than the also-rans 
are to overtake them. 

□ Don't put all your eggs 
in one basket. Share prices 
fluctuate - and if you need 
cash you could be forced to 
sell at the wrong time. 
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Save & Prosper has a special 
limited Windfall PEP offer. 

It ! il save you charges - and tax. 
Call now for full details and application. 


■'S w 


#eka Rice 


‘MMi df 
* 

■ 

■ «** 

V Vis Wgl 
-* 1 

l l 

. -'*MH 



-*s. *l*a 




V.* -rr-A 
\*--+ 


0800 40 30 30 


S&T&pR 


h t t p : j ! w 


ww.prosper.co.uk 



*7.4* 






***** 








o® 


vSp 



r. 


u VVi 



THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND . SATURDAY 19 APRIL 1997 


inside back 


:iSkl, vNo ' 


WHAT’S ON TV, WHERE TO GO AND WHEN, 


eye 




, . “lH 
V i, 


1 " >>•,. . 1 

“ ' ••u.. 

1 

I.; 

| V 

' *. .n 





S i 


I packing 



Groups form 
- a dozen or 
more bad 
haircuts 
crowding up 
to the glass 
V to pull faces 
at us, take 
photos, 
point, 
fall about 
laughing 
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N eil reclines on a set 
of ethnic cushions in a 
white lace Dolce and 
Gabb ana shirt, sunglasses 
primed against the light which 
streams through the plate glass. 
One aim behiadhis head and his 
feet propped on the edge of a 
red wooden bowl filled with 
copies of The Face t his copy of 
Macbeth is tucked down to the 
side of his thigh, out of sight 
He’s been learning the daggpr 
speech ready for the new 
term at the GufldhalL “Peo- 
ple,” he says, “get really fas- 
cinated when you’re Tri p pin g 
They form really big knots 
then. They don’t feel like 
you’re looking back at them." 

People are forming knots 
as he speaks. We are sitting 
in the window of SeJfiidges 
being living mannequins, so 
to some extent we are ask- 
ing for it “There was this 
guy," says Nefl, “when I was 
in here with Lucille ooe af- 
ternoon. He sat down on the 
bench opposite the window 
for about an hour, just glar- 
ing at us. And then he got up 
and started banging on the 
window, tiyiug to get Lucille's 
attention. He was going “You 
shouldn’t be with that gnyl 
He's mad! You should be with 
a girl!". He drinks from a bottle 
5t mi 


up to the glass to pufl faces 
at us, take photos, point, fell 
about laughing. 

. “It really is like being an 
animal in a zoo,” says Nefl. 
"They do the weirdest things, Eke 
coming up. to the glass and 
tickling it at the level where 
your feet are, the waypeople 
toy to get fish in aquariums to 
notice them.” They resort to 
less subtle approaches, as welL 



of mineral water; it's equator- 
ial ly hot and tbe sweat is 
pouring off ns. 

Oxford Street is a classic 
illustration of crowd psychology 
in action. As people pass us, they 
react by pretending they aren’t 
Nobody walks past a shop 
window and makes out that 
they’re not looking at it in 
normal circumstances. But that's 
what they do: keep their feces 
pointed forward while st raining 
from the comers of their eyes. 

Some stop once they get to 
the edge of the window, as if 
convinced that we can’t see 
them there. Others make a 
couple of passes, burning up the 
pavement in their frenzy not 
to seem directly interested. 
But everyone is unwilling to 
actually stop and gawp until 
someone else has given them 
a lead. When that happens, 
groups form, and quickly lose 
their inhibitions: a dozen or 
more bad haircuts crowding 


Some people stick: with waving 
and grimacing; an aged hippy 
w nman with hwmiiwi hair starts 
writing messages to NeO on the 
window with her finger. She is, 
of course; writing backwards; he 
performs an elaborate Ffencb- 
style shrug. She shrugs back. 

Then the ugjy boys arrive. 
Three of them, in Umbro sweat- 
shirts, - on the platform of a No 
98 bus. They point, and waggle 
their shoulders with ugly boy 
graceless) ess. Then they jump 
off, and take turns to 
walk past the window dutching 
their crotches. I ignore them. 
They don’t like this, and come 
back again, taking longer about 
it this time. Then they get 
frustrated. The fat one with the 
shaved bead goes over to where 
Neil is sitting, pulls an ugly face 
and gobs on the window. They 
elbow each other in congratu- 
lation over this masterstroke of 
wit, and lope Iumpenly oft 
“Well have to get someone to 
wash that off,” says Neil mildly. . 

Nicky climbs in over tbe back- 
drop, dressed in party clothes, 
and drops onto ha bum on our 
side. She usually works on the 


shop floor, but has been 
seconded, for the week, pre- 
sumably because she is sobeatt- 
tifuL “It’s weird bow aggress 
some people can get," she says. 
“I was sitting with another ghl, 
and this woman came along 
with a baby in a pushchair. She 
just stopped on tbe pavement 
and stood (here screaming at us. 
We could hear her through the 
glass. She was going “Fuck off, 
fuck offyou bitcfaes”~ she 

k^m^saftware^ sales- 
men -we can tefl they’re 
software salesmen be- 
cause they are wearing 
suits and polyester ties - 
gather to imitate our hand 
movements and peer 
down my cleavage. As all 
women are aware, our 
secondary sesual charac- 
teristics are a source of 
endless fascination for 
the weaker sex; usually, 
though, they Emit their ac- 
tivities to snealringgiarjces 
when they think your con- 
centration is elsewhere. 
The feet of one’s being on 
display removes this in- 
hibition. Now the stares are 
full-on, with transfixed smiles of 
joy Eke a kid in a sweetshop. The 

fimny ifmi g k, rather than p nllmg 

die Old “Excuse me, Tm up here” 
routine, I find that I don’t real- 
ly mind. It’s all part of a day's 
work, after aE. 

An old ladywith crannied red 
lipstick spends five minutes 
rnirnr^ examining every object 
on display, standing on tiptoes 
to peer into tbe bowl, bending 
down to look at the floor cush- 
ions, but never once directs a 
glance at any of us A giri in black 
rushes up to the window, taps on 
h, and Nicky jumps to her feet 
“If s my best friend from when 
I was little!" she says, then 
shouts “Meet you in handbags!” 
and bounces over the backdrop 
like a young gazelle. 

“Oh, lock," says Nefl. I turn 
back .to the street A skinny 
man in jeans with shoulder- 
length grey hair stands in front 
of me, waggling his hipsfiam side 
to side like the serial kiBer in The 
Silence of the Lambs. He lifts up 
his T-shirt to give me a fuD-frontal 
ofhisnippfes.Then, laughing, he 
dances away up the pavement. 
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Lie back and think of elephant 


W e imagine that we 
are ail blind when 
we listen to the radio 
- that since there are no pic- 
tures to look at, a blind per- 
son and a sighted person are 
listening to Gardeners' Ques- 
tion Time or Simon Mayo on 
roughly equal terms. A few 
seconds thought suggests that 
this can’t really be true, 
though. You can’t really 
understand a blind person’s 
experience of the world by 
shutting your eyes and grop- 
ing your way around tbe house 
for 10 minutes: to be blind is 
not simply to have the pictures 
taken away, any more than 
radio is simply television with- 
out the pictures - a point 
movingly demonstrated in 
Touching the Elephant 
(Wednesday, Radio 4). 

Matt Thompson’s feature 
borrowed its premise from 
the old Indian fable of the 
blind men disputing the 
nature of an elephant they’ve 
come across: one feels its 
trunk, and think s it is some 
sort of snake; one gropes its 
leg and deduces it must be a 
tree, and so forth. Thking this 
rather literally, Touching the 
Elephant confronted four 



Robert Hanks 

ie week on radio 


blind people with an elephant 
at London Zoo. 

The most interesting part of 
tbe programme, and tbe part 
it’s easiest to talk about, was 
the initial interviews, when 
Kim Normanton asked the 
four what they expected from 
an elephant. All of them knew 
that it was big, and that it had 
a trunk; but after that their 
ideas diverged wildly. Danni 
knew that it would have big 
ears, but imagined them stand- 
ing up, like an Alsatian’s; Lau- 
ren, a 10-year-old with a vivid 
imag ination, got pretty well all 
the details right until she was 
asked bow it would feel: furry, 
was her guess. 


Tbm, a piano-tuner with a 
philosophical bent, got closest 
with a description couched in 
fairly abstract terms: “You 
couldn’t but be overwhelmed 
by the size of the thing, and 
you would have to look up at 

it You would have to be 

amazed and perhaps appalled 
by the trunk and the tusks... 
which must mean, I think, 
that it doesn’t really have a 
face." Elephant enthusiasts 
may disagree, but I think this 
is not a bad way of describing 
the way so many incongruous 
features are pulled together 
on an elephant's head. 

But the programme still 
illustrated an extraordinary 
gulf not so much between the 
sighted and the blind (espe- 
cially those who have never 
seen, who have no visual 
memories to refer to). In the 
most obvious sense, it’s a dif- 
ference between the haves 
and the have-nots; but, with- 
out being sentimental or pre- 
tentious about it, the pro- 
gramme drew you to the view 
that it cuts both ways. Asked 
what she thought of sighted 
people, Danni said: “They 
take thine? for granted quite 
a lot, in life.” The programme 


bore that out, especially in the 
final encounters with tbe ele- 
phant, when all four were 
excited, overjoyed even, at 
meeting a creature whose size 
and strangeness is for most of 
us commonplace. This was 
more touching than I would 
have believed. 

Along the way, Tom men- 
tioned that blind people have 
excellent memories, which he 
felt might give him something 
in common with the elephant 
He didn't say whether, as 
popular myth has it, they can 
also tell when somebody is 
tying by the sound of his voice. 
Not that this talent would be 
much use today. The most 
depressing feature of the elec- 
tion campaign has been that 
politicians no longer bother 
lying; they simptyfail to state 
anything substantial enough 
to be called the truth. 

Listening to Today earlier 
this week, when John 
Humphrys was trying to get 
Michael Portillo to give a firm 
answer about his views on 
Europe, I had a sudden intu- 
ition that this must be what 
it's like to grope your way 
around an elephant. Only 
much, much less fun. 


Lights, camera, politicians 


D uring tbe 1992 election, 
everybody deplored the 
fact that the campaign 
was wholly conducted on the 
virtual stump of the television 
screen. This time round, we've 
afl accepted the centrality of the 
small screen’s role; and are far 
more exercised by the politi- 
cians’ new addiction to negative 
campaigning. In 2002, that in 
turn will have become part of 
the electoral furniture, and 
we’ll all get a lot more hot and 
bothered about some other 
novelty of the hustings: the 
television debate between the 
prime ministerial candidates, 
perhaps, that wiU surely come 
to pass next time round. 

It’s only appropriate that 
there wiU be no debate between 
the party leaders, as there has 
been no debate, between arty- 
one else. You only wish some 
candidate or other would own 
up to a oocame habit, so that for 
a change we could afl deplore 
a different sort of parly line. 
But the cancellation of the 
leaders’ debate is mainly regret- 
table because we will never 
know the answer to the intrigu- 
ing question of which mon- 
strous ego would have had the 
Mfigfar tiVin of chairing iL The 
channels would no doubt have 
had as much difficulty barter- 
ing over this one as the parties 
did their own differences. Our 
Dimbleby or yours? The patri- 
cian one or the squirty one? 
They might have had to go 



Jasper Rees 
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for a compromise candidate 
inoffensive to all (as opposed 
to Jeremy Paxman, who is 
offensive to all). Someone like 
Vincent Hanna. He has been 
chairing some editions of 
Around Midnight (C4, Mon, 
TUes, Wed and Thurs) with a 
refreshing disdain for tbe con- 
ventional solemnities of the 
job. On Monday’s edition he 
advised panellists that negative 
debating techniques would be 
met with a blast from his 
klaxon. The camera gleefully 
caught an appalled Ann Wid- 
dicombe shaking her buffalo 
head in disgust. 

Because the programme 
goes out at the witching hour, 
tire normal rules of smooth 
presentation have been 
relaxed. Hanna fluffs his lines 
from tbe teleprompt, and rep- 
rimands others for telling 
jokes, on which he has granted 


himself a monopoly, while 
much of the verbal swordplay 
is thrillingjy childish. Monday 
brought the surreal novelty of 
Bifly Bragg, having offered his 
thoughts to the panel in 
speech, singing in the com- 
mercial break with one of his 
polemics. No one clapped. But 
Michael Mansfield, groovy old 
so-and-so that he is, visibly 
nodded his head to the beat 
Hanna discounts himself 
because he's too busy show- 
boating to be a ruthless chair. 
With three male candidates, 
political correctness deems 
that the referee ought to have 
been a woman. Which one, 
though? Sheena MacDonald, 
the only Celtic candidate who 
isn’t called Korsty, took over 
from Hanna on Wednesday 
and Thursday and, with more 
civilised women panellists,- 
kept better order. Over on nv 
500 (ITV, Mon), in front of the 
big-headed constituents of 
Basildon, Sue Lawley ruled tbe 
three men who would be 
Chancellor with a rod of iron. 
So much so that poor little 
Alan Beith was granted 
embarrassingly few chances to 
say his piece. Lawley last inter- 
viewed politicians about policy 
on Nationwide, when Labour 
were previously in power. You 
can see why she’s moved on to 
the more intimate business of 
shamelessly grilling people like 
Gordon Brown about their 
sexuality on Desert Island 


Discs. The iron rod was 
deployed with a certain shrill- 
ness. Whenever she raised her 
voice, it shot up an octave. If 
she*d apt any shriller, her 
Black Country accent, ruth- 
lessly buried in the cause of 
self-advancement like most of 
the Labour Party's articles of 
faith, might have sponta- 
neously disinterred itself. As 
New Labour are going to win, 
maybe New Lawley should 
have won too. 

On the extra edition of News- 
night (BBC2. Sat), Harry 
Enfield’s spoof party political 
broadcasts even-handedly high- 
lighted the absurdities of all 
three candidates: Blair’s beatific 
rictus, Major’s heartbreaking 
mundanity, Ashdown’s anti- 
quated, pre-dedmal vocabu- 
lary. (One benefit of joining the 
ERM is that the word “penny" 
would once and for afl end up 
down the toilet where it has 
been figuratively spent all these 
years.) The real thing from 
Labour (all channels, Tues) 
brought home bow stupid ana 
suggestible politicians think vot- 
ers are. But-one by-product of 
television’s role as the conduit 
of the campaign is that the 
electorate is more media-liter- 
ate than ever before, and will 
have found it much harder to 
fell for Blair’s bulldog than 
they would have in 1979. It just 
left you thinking of a third syl- 
lable of which both “bull” and 
“dog" are frequently the prefix. 
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Whatever 
happened to? 

Anneka Rice 


GramofRke 

A new phenomenon hits our screens in 
1982. Anneka Rice: blonde-haired, blue 
eyed, aged mid-20s.~Not all that new then. 
Butin a new format via helicopter, scour- 
ing the country on behalf of two studio con- 
testants to flnd:a £1,000 prize. Treasure 



1 (The Mail), 
to-fit cat-suit running to get that prize. 
And the position of the camera means we 


always get a view of one part of her 
anatomy as it chases her. People want to 
get to the bottom of the question as to why 
she is always in the news. In 1986 she wins 
Miss Rear of the Yhar. Followed by more 
success with Television Personality of the 
Year in 1?87. She then finds happiness with 
marriage to theatre-promoter Nick AHott 
in 1988. , 

Rice of passage 

But after having a baby in 1989, she is 


replaced on Treasure Hunt by Annabel 
Croft She’d become, according to her 
Channel 4 commissioning editor, “rather 
screechy”. 

She hits bade with Challenge Ameka in the 
same year, which instead of her running for 

rhsji apip rtriiEdr^Whgh nMiw llriny 

and talking to people against the dock, as 
part of the BBC’s drive down-market. She 
delivers £500, 000 worth of aid to Malawi and 
renovates an orphanage in Romania. 


Rice girl 

But a survey by Esquire in August 1992 on 
the sexual preferences of middle-class 
men between the ages of 18 and 45 gives 
Patsy Kensit the top vote at 21 per cent, 
with Anneka a lowly five per cent. 

Stop the dock 

Challenge Anneka is scrapped, with view- 
ing figures down from 12 to S million in 
October 1993 and after A Holiday of a 
lifetime ends too she buys a Cotswold 


WEATHER 


The- British I; 


Europe ana The World 



f 



AbKdMV r 

£n*!«*y J 

Ayr rtfa 

BsOsst c 
Sirrtufeham c 
Blackpool c 

Bamwnwutd 1 
SfltfUW c 
Bmlot- . - r 
Cfcdtfl. e 



Carlisle 
Cork 
DCWff - 
Dublin 
EdJnbufch- 
E nets’ 
flimjerw 
Guernsey 
Inverness 
Ipswich 


t-iw up T:niL-v 


.General Summary and Outlook: . ; 

England and Wales will start doudy, perhaps 
with a little rain over-the hills in western 
areas. However, brighter weather in.tbe east 
vriD spread westwards to most places leaving a : 
fine afternoon wiffi good sunny spells, . . 
although it will be rather cooL Western Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland should also 
brighten up after a cloudy start with a much 
better chance of some decent sunshine this 
afternoon. Eastern Scotland will be rather 
cold but diy and bright with sunshine at times. ] 
Tomorrow, Northern Ireland and southern 
Scotland will be dry and bright, but northern - 
Scotland wfll turn overcast with light rain 
later. Meanwhile, any early fog and frost will 
dear rapidly to leave a fine day over England 
and Wales.wtb some sunshine, although there 
may be some duller interludes near North Sea 

coasts. On Monday awl Tuesday it wfll stay 

doudy m northern Scotland with patchy light 

The rest of the TJK wifl be mostly diy 
with variable amounts of sunshine. 
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yweiday's Reading* ^ • 

• London . vESerate Good 
5 England Good Good 
Wales * Good Good 
CEngtond - Moderate god 
WEngtand - Good Good 
Scotland Good Good 
N Ireland Good Good 


Outlook for Ibday 

NO, SO; 

London Moderate Good 

S England Moderate Good 

W&tes Good Good 

C England Moderate Good 

N England Good Good 

Scotland Good . Good 

N Ireland Good Good 
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AA Roidwatch 


tmdoiL The Strand. Closed «est- 
bouad fa Rsmfacng between Lan- 
caster Ebce aod 1hriafe*r Square. 
Expect lcog delays in the area. 
Bristol, M5 J18-19L Contraflow in 
o p eration across tbe Avomnoctti 


country cottage in 1994 for semi-retire- 
ment'- “I just want some peace”. But 
some consider her a national asset. Jane 
Gordon of The Mail suggests she get 
involved with bigger projects, including 
helping to speed up me building of the 
British Library. 

Today echoes another view - that “what 
people would really like to see is Anneka 
herself sent on a holiday of a lifetime. To 
the North Pole.” 

James Anfenast 


The Sky at Night 


tear rod>faoar delays. 

Stafionkfaire, A50 StoteOo-TtenL 
Major construction work at Mrir. 
Long peak-time delays. 
Wa'Vfcrieiaie.Ml M7. Major long- 

iQfljrofaOl aJnugjBfanal 

ihgT 

restrictions. Espect detassen fte Ml, 
M621 and Dewsbury Rood. 
GtyofSfnbw^i,MSJ2.M!qorn»d- 
werio, with feme closures m the 
i QondBbo ot at J2 (Newbritfee Spw 
M9V Ddays pcaabfc. 
Bndriq g lmn tthne. M40 Ha-3. Lcag- 
term roadworks with a ocmiaflw 
between Jla (M25) and J3 
(WysxnbeEast). 

Saucy M25JS-IQ. Virions resrric- 
tians and hue dooms both way* 
between Bdgate and tee A3 as 

Out and abort with AA Road- 

wateh cal 0338 401 ior tea latest 
bca and nattete traiie news. Source: 
Tl» Automobile AssodaWuc Cato 
eftwgMf at 39p par m*t (cheap rate) 

4Qp per n*i lol other limo*) Inc VAT. 
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556am 

&04pm 


Moon rises 4e34pm 
Moon sets 4c44am 

f\M Moor April 22 



The radiant of the Lyrid meteors rises in the 
NE about 9pm BST and is high in the SE sky 
by 3.30am BST 


In the week ahead, planet Earth ploughs through the strean 
of dusty debris left in space by the passage of Comet Thatcher 
The consequence for sky watchers is the possible sighting o 
meteors belonging to the Lyrid shower. This is not normally ; 
^>aiaculmrifow€X-peiiiaps lOor 15 per hour at its peak, whid 
is expected in the early hours of Tuesday the 22nd. It is, how 
ever, unpredictable, springing a surprise show of up to 10 time: 
as many meteors on die odd occasion. 

Tbe radiant point between Lyra and Hercules rises over th< 
north-east horizon around 9pm BSX Best meteor prospects an 
after midnight and into tbe pre-dawn hours, though the glare 
of the frill Moon makes conditions unfavourable for serioui 
meteor counting this year. Comet Thatcher was discovered ix 
1861 and is not itself due to return again until 2275, but record* 
of its legacy to our April skies date back more than 2000 years. 

Jacqueline Mittorj 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 19 APRIL 1997 


TODAY’S TELEVISION 



Gerard Gilbert recommends shoot 

To the Ends of the Earth sun epm ^ 


R emember ail those films which tried selling themselves 
as “this year’s Four Weddings and a FunemTl Well, now 
its Trainspotting which is finding its name bandied about 
like a lucky charm. In the case of Twin Town, a raucous tale 
of joy-riding and drug-taking in Swansea, it’s “the Welsh 
Tminstvoinf to prcjudiceyou against a movie before ' 
it starts. Such brazen dressing up in another movie’s success. 

Shoot Out in Swansea: the Making of Twin Town (Sat 
BBC2) sounds like one of these behind-the-scenes movie plugs 
that pad out TIVs weekend afternoon schedules. Happily it’s 
not. rather it takes a candid look at the often fraught realities 
of making a low-budget British movie - squeezing an eight- 
week shoot into six weeks with a first-time director at the 
wheel. This turns out to be Kevin Allen, brother of bad boy 
Keith, and whom I once saw fronting a video diary about Italia 


90 and, more recently, playing one of the sneering plain clothes 
coppers in The Thin Blue Line. He seems remarkably relaxed 
about the responsibility - ignorance is bliss perhaps - so 
relaxed, in fact, that the producer virtually sleeps on his 
shoulder, much to Allen’s chagrin. Oh well, at least he gets 
his revenge on older brother Keith for all'those ritual ftumfl-, 
iations of teenage boyhood - posing him half way up a 
windswept Welsh hillside with a sheep munching at his crutch. 
“Don’t worry, she won’t bite,” says the farmer. We won’t ask. 

In which situations, exactly, does Kenny Dalglish unclench 
his teeth and start becoming expansive and voluble? I always 
imagined that whilst playing IS holes with his famous chum, 
Alan Hansen, Kenny would unwind, but that was before I saw 
The Sack Race (Sat BBC2), Hansen’s look at the pressures 
and pitfalls of football management. Maybe it’s just the 


presence of cameras, but, gently quizzed by his mate on the 
fairways of some north-eastern golf course, Dalglish is as tight- 
lipped as at a post-defeat match conference. a 

Not that any of the managers we see in action in the half- 
time dressing rooms seem to have a due about psychology or 
man management. They just stand bellowing at the collective 
(ie no one in particular) while the players stare glumly at their 
boots. And what exactly does “ think positive” mean to some- 
one returning to the pitch. Surely he wants something more 
specific like “knobble their number seven”. 

If you’ve ever idly wondered about whatever happened to 


Paul II is enterrag its fiu^pha^J> ^ ^ 


speeme use khodojc tneir numoer seven . rvinosanL a man who nas niaut 

If you’ve ever idly wondered about whatever happened to meet a certain wum e authorities as a zombie (his 

jj^aggsga s s aga 

■iSSS if the same might work for Liverpool FC 


in Witness are now part of movie iconography - then tune in 
to Bitter Blood (Sat, Sun BBC1). This two-part mini series 


BBCl 


7 00 CHWren’s BBC: Harry and the 
Hendersons. 7.25 News, Weather. 
7.30 Felix the Cat 7.45 Phantom 
2040. 8. 10 The Real Adventures of 
jonny Quest 8.35 The Flintstones. 

9.00 Live and Kicking. Zoe Ball and 
Jamie Tlreateton present a special 
end-of-series show. Guests Gary 
Bartow and Michelle Gayle provide 
the music (SJ (1 S780398). 

12.12 Wfeather f4J 549S7?. 

12.15 Grandstand. Introduced by Steve 
Rider (41 53258). 122.0 Football 
Focus (6080987). 1.00 News 
(22239155). 1.05. 3.40,4.00 
Wbricr Snooker. Live coverage from 
the Crucible Theatre, Sheffield of 
today's first-round matches. 1.50, 

2 .25, 2.55, 3.25 Racing. From 
Newbury; featuring races at 2.00, 

2.30, 3.00 and 3.25. 2.10 Curling. 
Highlights from the semi-finals of the 
men’s and women's World 
Championship from Berne, 
Switzerland (42922277). 2.40, 

3.10 Motorcycling. From the British 
Superbike Championship from 
Donington Ptark (5486906). 350 
Football Half-Times (9565074). 

4.40 Final Score (2377529). 

5.20 News, Weather (7) (8767703). 

550 Local News, Weather (729345). 

555 Cartoon (769155). 

5.45 Dad's Army. Private Pfke receives his 
call-up papers (RXD (633600). 

6. 15 The New Adventures of Superman 
(S)(D (320432). 

7.00 Whatever Ybu Want Gaby Roslin 
fixes it for three amateur golfers to 
train with Nick Faldo's coach, David 
Ledbetter, in Florida. Pius, three 
dpgowners have their pets 
audition for a TV commercial fS?[7J 
(183258). 

750 The National Lottery Live. Prefab 
Sprout perform their new single 
(S)(T) (371277). 

8.10 Crime Traveller. Holly suspects that 
she may not be the only me with a 
time machine and Slade becomes 
jealous when a figure from Holly's 
past appears. Last in this jolly time- 
travel crime series (S)(T) (248987). 

9.00 Bitter Blood. See Preview, above 
(SXO (2548). 

1050 News, Sport, Weather (D (92838). 

1 1.00 Match of the Day. The possibly title- 
deciding match between Liverpool 
and Manchester United at Airfield is 
tiie main event Barry Davies was 
there (StfD (3984511. 

12.05 They Think It’s All Over. Boxer Steve 
Collins is the repeat guest (R) (S)(T) 
(3462961). 

1255 World Snooker (5 623049). 

155 Top of the Raps. Kavana, Texas, 
Shola Ama and DJ Quicksilver are 
live in the Studio (S)(T) (3080730). 

1.45 BBS Pigeons (John Dexter 1970 
US). Alienated Princeton graduate 
Jordan Christopher takes to cab- 
driving in swinging New York City in 
this smug counter-culture tale 
otherwise known as The Sidelong 
Glances of a Pigeon Kicker". 
Pretentious? Moi? (1223914). 

2.35 Weather (8355830?. To 2.40am. 


BBC 2 


6.20 Open University: Of Fish and People - 
Modelling a Muddle (2450548). 16th- 
Century Venice and Antwerp 
(2113109). 6.45 Qectrons and Atoms 
(4421648). 7.10 Shooting Video 
History «808548?. 8.00 Open 
Saturday (368277). 

1050 World Championship Snooker. David 
Vine introduces the start of the 1997 
Embassy World Championship from the 
Crucible Theatre, Sheffield. Stephen 
Hendry hopes to be the first man to win 
the title seven times if he goes atf the 
way this year. His first game is against 
Andy Hicks (S) (80591432). 

12.15 F3m 97 with Barry Norman. Woody 
Allen's Everyone Says I Love You, and 
Val Kilmer as The Saint (R) (569906). 

12.45 EDO Stagecoach (John Ford 1939 
US). Ford’s hugely influential western, 
set, like so many to come, in Arizona's 
Monument Wiley. Wounded, 
vengeance-seeking outlaw John Wbyne 
is picked up by a stagecoach full of 
characterful archetypes (boozy doc, 
cynical gambler; crooked banker, and so 
forth - the dubious emissaries of the 
coming civilisation). Enter the Apaches, 
fora c lassic finale (T) (47447180). 

220 BISS Death of a Gunfigrier (Allen 
Smrthee 1969 US). The director's credit 
is pseudonymous - it was in fact Don 
Siegel who finished off this rather fine 
western starring Richard Widmark as 
thegun^rter-tumed-marshal who; 
after 20 years, is told by the town 
council that he must resign. When he 
refuses, they have no option but to have 
him gunned down (6841 513J. 

350 The Saint (3590722). 

4.40 World Championship Snooker. David 
Vine introduces further first-round 
coverage from Sheffield (77253708). 

6.15 Travels with Pevsner. Writer Michael 
Bracewel! travels to Surrey; seeking out 
buildings which tell the story of the 
creation of suburbia, indud trig two 
masterpieces by Lutyens and the 
Beehive, tiie modernistic heart of the 
original Gatwick airport (SXD (1 77277). 

7.05 NewsrighL Jeremy Paxman and more 
election banter (8i 9161 J. 

8.05 Close Up. Stephen Wbolley discusses a 
scene from Gun Crazy (R)(S) (741285). 

8.10 <ai of the Sea. Recalls the 1930s heyday 
of the fishing fleci when there were more 
than 50,000 British fishermen making a 
Bving from the sea (521180). 

850 Til Death Us Do Part (R) (6721 41). 

9 J20 Have I Got News for You. New series erf 
the satirical news quiz, with special - 
guest Swampy i W (295277). 

9.50 The Sack Race. See Preview, above 
(SXT) (554890). 

1040 Shoot Out in Swansea -the Making of 
Twin Town. See Preview, above (T) 
(8616529). 

11.45 BBS Boyz N the Hood (John Singleton 
1991 US). 2Syear-oid Sir^don’s 
impressive debut gives an authentic- 
seeming portrait Of street life in the 
gang-infested Los Angeles of the late 
1980s. The tale itself is old-fashioned: 
two friends, one gets involved with the 
gangs - but can the other stay on the 
straight and narrow and get a coil — 


1TV/LWT 


Channel 4 Channel 5 ITV/Regions 


education? With Cuba Gooding Jr, fee 
Cube and Larry Fish bu me (346093). 
155 Later with Joob Holland. With 
Everything but the Girl and Burning 
Spear (RXS) (3121 489). 7b 2.45am. 


6.00 GMTVi 6.00 News. 6.10 Professor 
Bubble. 650 Bananas in Pyjamas. 
650 Our House. 7. 15 The Wuzztas. 

7.45 Disney's WakB Up to the Wild 
Roam. 855 Rawer Rangers Zeo. 

9.25 Scratchy and Co (S) (9 129 7890). 

1 1.30 The Chart Show (S) (13987k 
1250 Love Bites (24971). 

1.00 News, Weather (7) (22320451). 

1.05 London Weekend Today (22329722). 
150 Uefa Champions’ League Special 

(705191611 

1 AO Stunfr nasters (R) (2203661 3). 

2.10 BH2| The Likely Lads (Michael Tuchner 
1976 UK). Decent bigecreen spin-off 
finds Bob, Thelma, Terry and Terry's 
Finnish gfrffriend on a caravaninetrip. 
(777513). 

3.45 SeaQuest DSV (SXT) (893155). 

4.45 News, Sport, Weather (T) (1370971). 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (6875258). 
520 Clueless (S)(D (2487285). 

5.45 New Baywatch. Return of the red 
swimsuit set We rediscover the boys 
and girls in training to be fire-fighters 
(SXT) (298155). 


6.00 Sesame Street (R) (4350277). 

7.05 The Adventures of Sonic the Hedgehog 

(R)(S) (6935695). 

755 Creepy Crawlers (RXS) (4098180). 

8.00 Ttensworld Sport (SJ (921 61X 

9.00 Morning Line. A took ahead to the da/s 

racing (7654®. 

10.00 Gasetta Football HaSa (554261 

11.00 NBA 24/7. Basketball (5? (3I890J. 

12.00 Rawtride (14548). 

1.00 BSIThe Pure HeB OfStTrinian’s 
(Frank Launder 1960 UK). Having 
burned down the school, Ronald 


are shipped off to the Mid 
where they mix it up with harems and 
secret agents. Irene Handl replaced 
AlastairSim as the headmistress in this 
third StTrinian’s outing (2 6777884). 

2.45 Channel 4 Racing. Derek Thompson 
i ntroduces coverage of four races from 
Ayr, including, at 4.05, the Scottish 
Grand National. The others races are the 
255, 355 and 4.40 (SJ (55100221). 



Boyz A the Hood 11.45pm BBC2 

Cuba Gooding Jr and Ice Cube face a bleak future in 1980s gangland LA 


655 YbuVe Been Framed! (R) (357277). 

7.05 Barrymore. Honor Bladanan is one of 
the lanky one’s guests (SXD (825722). 

8.00 News, Weather, Lottery Result (T) 
(787109). 

8.15 Stars m Their Eyes. A Glaswegian 
butcher pretending to be Jon BonJovi 

• and a sales clerk doing his Paul Young 
are among this weeks contesta n ts. 
Matthew Kelly hosts (S)(T) (515529). 

9.00 Cradrer- the Movie. Actually a 
repackaged three-part stow from 1994 
called "Men Should Weep . Someone is 
attacking women with chilling precision 
-leav ing no evidence (R) (68349838). 

1155 HM The Danger of Ltwe (Joyce 

. Chopra 1992 US). The prime suspect in 
a murder investigation is the lover of the 
dead woman's husband. Joe Penny and 
Jenny Robertson star (SXT) (476819). 

1J5 Ena Murder Elite (Claude Whatham 
1985UK).AIiMacGrawplaysa - 
woman who, after wasting her 
inheritance on a string of no-good • 
boyfriends, is forced to move in with her 
older sister (Billie White! aw) who runs a 
stud form in a remote comer of the 
English countryside. Then the murders 
start happening (49811 7). 

3.15 E News Review (4752204). 

4.05 Club Nation (KJfS? (4874204). 

5.00 Night Shift (2196223). To 5.05am. 


5.05 Brooks de Omn&us (R)(S) (8221600). 

650 Rigtitto Reply (5J(7? (548). 

7.00 A Week to Potties (SJ (7364). 

8.00 QB9 The Halls of Montezuma (Lewis 
Milestone 1950 US) Solid, well-cast 
Second Wbrld Wbr action drama about a 
biinct\of US Marines fighting their way 
tfifoUgi the Pacific islands. With 
Richard Widmark, Jack Balance, Robert 
Wagner and Karl Malden (20373708). 

10.10 Eurobasfi Mett the official Italian 
transsexual movement (R) (892242). 

10A5 Homicaie: Life on the Street Bayfiss 
and Lewis investigate the murder of a 
prostitute by a homeless man (SXD 
(861628). 

11.40 HID Street Blues. Has there been a 
cover-up in a case linking a councillor to 
a you ng prostitute? (RXO (683762). 

1240 DM A Wedding (Robert Altman 1978 
US). Altman brings his distinctive style 

, tobearon this ensemble piece about a 

nouveau riche Southern wedding. The 
Sprawling cast includes Carol Burnett, 
Mia Farrow, Lillian Gish and Lauren 
Hutton (SXT) (32162049). 

3.00 The Best of Aykroyd, Behold and 
Chase (R) (34515). 

4.00 Rock of the NortWSJ t 4873575 k 

455 let Hie Mood Run Bee. 7b 5.25am. 


6.00 Dapptedown Farm (5347161). 

650 Attractions ff?J(SJ (6680906). 

7J00 5 News Early (SJ (2750451). 

750 Havakazoo: Winnie's House 

( 2746258 ). 

850 Alvin and the Chipmunks (2364987). 

850 Land of the Lost (2363258). 

9.00 Beverly Hite. 90210 (D (9680074). 

955 Beverfy Hitts, 90210 (1090635). 

1050 Mag Upfront. Young actors re-enact 
childhood traumas (R) (85 795068 ). 

11.00 TUmstyte. Gail McKenna and the team 
preview and report on'the weekend's 

top sporting dashes (S) (37813364). 

1250 5 NewsCS? (11800161). 

1.00 The Mag. Josie D'Aity introduces the 

afternoon entertainment slot for young 
people. Including “Biagger's Guide" 
with Brendan Coogan, The Rad" with 
Christian Stevenson and “VATV" . Plus, 
“USA High", the teenage drama series 
set in an American school in Paris (S) 
(95500513). . . 

3.15 Sunset Beach Omnibus (13310548). 

6.00 5 News and Sport (9506722). 

6.05 Hercules: the Legendary Journeys. The 
demi-god defends a guup of travellers 
from a pterodactyl (S) (3125161). 

6.55 Nfeht Fever. Suggs hosts the karaoke 
entertainment show (SJ (55S8703J. 

750 5 News and Sport (S? (1396838). 

8 . 10 JAG. Adventure series about a US navy 
■ lawyer. Rabb and Austin investigate the 
death of a naval officer murdered on tee 
grounds of Arlington National Cemetery, 
-• thethird man to be killed there in the 
last year (3498432). 

9.00 Halifax FP. New drama import series 
selling itself as the Australian Cracker, 
and starring former soap star Rebecca 
Gibney as tough young forensic 
psychiatrist Jane Halifax. The lass feces 
a professional and personal dilemma 
when a colleague breaches his ethical 
code by having an affair with a patient 
But the indiscretion turns into a far 
more serious matter when the lover is 
run over and kilted < 7 ) (32822161). 

1055 Twin Peaks. One of Channel 5’s more 
inspired purchases- it might just be 
time to have another look at David 
Lynch's ground-breaking 1990 TV 
drama. The question tor cherry pier 
munching FBI Agent Dale Cooper (Kyle 
MacLachlan) and the townsfolk of the 
eponymous Pacific north-west lumber 
community is, of course, who kilted 
Laura Palmer? Sherityn Fain, Joan 
Chen, Ray Wise, Sheryl Lee and Lara 
Flynn Beyle co-star (T) (46393635). 

1Z45 BSD Etocte Glide in Blue (James 
William Guerico 1973 US). Rnt-sized 
patrolman Robert Blake wants to trade 
in his Electra Glide bite for plainclothes 
detective status. Strange, slow-burning 
cultdrama from record producer 
Guerico (2761 8469). 

3.00 BHB Cry for Me, Bffly (William A 
Graham 1972 US). Violent frontier 
adventure about a young gunfighter 
who does his best to protect a group of 
Indians after many of them are killed 
white In the custody of the US Cavalry. • 
Cliff Polls stare (201 1407). 

4.40 Prisoner: Cefl Block H (6360865). 

550 Whiffle (RXSX5248846). To 6.00am. 


gifg Godins and Macofdtfs Movie Club 

Jones and Jury (19406407?. 440 - 550am Shift 
0396662). 

SnVjSnuMMafc 1230pm Premiere C34971X. 1.05 
Central Hem^23297Z2}. IM Mo*g.Ga m<santf 
Videos (22036613). 2-10 Rms Dtsney^ N^pc*^ 
and Samantha (608364). 

(6487093). 5.05 Central 

tral Match - Goats Extra (5948364?. 4^ Mfinte 
(9 3 8 2868) 5 ?0 - 530am Asian Eye (2172643). 

HIV VOLES 

As Loraion aeent 1230jnj Maries. Gama tend Was 
(24971). LQ5HTV Wales New (22329722?. 1-40 
a. Muder by Death (53296 J 551 330 Skrtmastas 
( 8081337 ). 335 Airwo# f3533ai9J. 

News and Sports Results (6875258). 1.15 Rhh Pra- 
sured Gu»^S662>. MUwand 
Movie Club (3560643). 335 
(4758488). 4 .15 Jones and Jury (19406407). 

4.40 - 530am Shift (9896662). 

AsfflVWaJes eacapt l-C>5praHTV^ 

Weather ( 22329722 % L10 Sporte^ (6 755 M7J. 

1.45 UEFA Champions League Hghhghts r55i9a/1 

2.15 Wbrtd efVfcnder (3^660628?- MO 
(9880426). 330 Alrwotf (6672797X 4.10 The Lst 
(8824635). 54)5 - 530pm HTV west News, Sports 
Results and Vttather (6875258). 

MERfDKJtN 

As London empfc 1230pm Movies. Games and Wdeos 
(24971). 1.05 Meridian News and Weather 
(22329722). 1-40 A406 (2203G613). 110 
The Biscuit Eater (608364?. 350 seaQuest DSV 
(6487093). 5.05 Meridian News and Wither 
(6875258). 1.15 Flm: Presumed Guilty (H2S662J. 
235 CD®ns and MaconJe's Mcnne Club 05606431. 
335 Customs Classified (4758488?. 4.15 Jones and 
Jury (19406407). 440 - 530am Shift (98966621 

WESTCaWTOT 

teUmtonewepfcr 1230pm Mona Games and Videos 
(24971). 1-05 Westcountry News (22329722 ). 

1.40 Ptanet Rock Profiles (22036613 L 2.10 Stunt- 
mastts (2420155). 230 Airwoif (8864452?. 330 
seaQuest DSV (6487093?. 5.05 Westeountry News 
(687525SJ. 1.15 Rtan Presumed Guilty (826662?- 
2.55 Coibis and MacankCs Movie CH4> (3560643?. 
3J25 Customs Classified (4758488J. 4. 15 Janes and 
Jury (19406407). AM - 530am Shift (9896662?. 

ffiRKSHRE 

As London emepfc 1230pm Mories, Games and Videos 
(24971X LOS Calendar News (22329722). LAO Car- 
toon (39684703). 130 Ffint Casey’s Shadow 
(56925548). 3.50 seaQuest DSV (64870931 5.05 
Calendar News and Weather (8684426). 5.10 Scoe- 
line (5948364?. 1.15 In Bed with Medinner 
(4518556k 1-50 Fire The Seflout* (6472371). 3AS 
Funny Business (67335k 3.45 Coffins and Macaw's 
Movie Club (17876k 4.15 Murder, She Wrote 
(4849594). 5.05 -530am Sound Bites (7276865?. 

CtHIMB. 3 NORTH EAST 

At MsMr except 1.05pm North East News 
(22329722). 5.05 North East News and Weather 
(8684426k 5.10 - 530pm Full Time (59483641 

S4C 

As C4 except 6.05am Sesame SJreel (8037109k 

10.00 HangW with Mr Cooper (29567k 1030 The 
Monkees (84819). 1230 Low Season (7390890). 
1230 Flm: Dentist on the Job* (7? 6722). ZOO The 
Monkees Special (3531242). 630 Lme life (548?, 

7.00 News (931068). 7.15 Nason IVv Chofio 
(6029884k 830 He) Stream (837548). 830 Pen- 
grifi (852242k 935 Snvroer- F^ncampwriaeth y Byd 
(289616?. 935 Qhollad 97 IB9597J?. 10.10 The 
Surgery (5288074?. 11.15 Countryside Undercover 
(741490). 11.45 Homicide: Life on the Street 
(357529k 535 - 540am North to Vteks (7608391k 


Radio 


Radiol 

6.00am Dave Pearce 930 Mark 
Goodier 1230 Claire Sturgess 
330 Trevor Nefeon 630 Danny 
Rampiing - Lpvegroove Dance Par- 
N 9.00 Radio l Rap Show 12.00 
Radio 1 Receae Dancehall Nite 

2.00 Es^miai Mix: Paul Van Dyk 
4.00-6.00am Annie Nightingale 

Radio 2 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 5teve Wnght 1.00 
Forei’erett 1.30 The News Hud- 
dlmcs 2.00 Judi Spiers 430 Alan 
Fiwan 530 Cdmo Dion in Con- 
cert 6.30 Tw Much Heaven: The 
Story oM he Bee Gees 730 Ruthie 
Hensrufr with A Star Is Bom (R> 
930 David Jacobs 10.00 The 
English Channel 1130 Bab Harris 

1.00 Charles Now 430-7.00am 
Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

6.55am Weather; News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building j Library 

10.15 Record Release. 

12.00 Fnvate Passions. This week 
Michael Berkeley talks to former 
Cabinet Secretary Imp Arm- 
£ 2 ronK si llmirraer. 

1.00 News; Vintage Years. In the 
third of lour programmes. Dame 
Janet Bate talks to Brian Kay 
atari the de&tfrts and pressures 
involved in pleasing audiences 
ftortdwidfl as well as the tnvbi- 
B? listeners behind the moo- 
phone iR) 

3.00 58C Fesfiral Brass. The first 
cl Ctt tx^rammes in which Raul 
Hmtimareft presents the best of 
brass band music from two pto- 
neenng penods - the early years 
ct anginal brass band repertoire 
uo to 1930. and the Seventies. 

4.00 tendon International String 
Quartet Competition. 

5.00 .lar Record Requests. 

SAS Music Matters. 

630 Live from the Met. Eugene 
Cnogm. The Russian star sopra- 
no Galina Gorchakova leads a 
larpny Russian cast in 
Tehaikijrefn 's popular opera of 
thwarted lore. Vladimir Chemoir, 
Dantone tOneginl. Franco Fan- 
na, tencr (Lensky). Mananna 
Taraswa, (01^). Vlad- 
rmmir Oomcnko. bass 
(Grcmm), Chorus and Orchestra 
of the Metrcpchtan Opera'Anto- 
r.Q Pappano. Act 1: Act 2 
Scene l. 

7.50 The Met Opera Out:. 


Choice 



Ybu Probably Think TTus 
Song is about Ybu (5.40pm 
R4) is a new series about 
people who have good reasons 
for thinking that they have had 
a sang written about than: 
today, Lucy Nfodden, nursery- 
school classmate of Julian 
Lennon (left), whose portrait 
of her inspired John to . • . 
write "Lucy in the Sky 
with Diamonds". 


830 Eugene Onegn, Act 2 Scene 
2; Act 3. 

10.00 Between the Ears. Six ex- 
perimental radiophone pro- 
grammes. The Great Will on 
Oogwyn DuT Arddu in Snowdo- 
nia b me of the worttfs most 
perilous rock faces. Two 

cH rubers explore the risks and 
the rewards of taddfng an as- 
cent so dlFficuft as to be 'almost 
beyond the realms or human 
comprehenstorf. 

10.45 (band Union Orchestra. 
Rhythm of the Tides by Tbny 
Haynes is the result o( a two- 
year collaboration between 
Grand Union and a group of 
musicians bom Lisbon. Debbie 
Dickinson Introduces a recording 
of the work given in concert in 

the Queen Elizabeth Hall, Lon- 
don, test October; when they 
performed the work with singars 
Maria Joao Sthielra, Rauto de 
Carvalho. Brenda Rattray and 
Fbchad Scott. 

I- 00-7.00am Through the Night. 

Radio 4 

ffiW61IUW;19SfcW 

630am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

630 Prayer for the Dm 

635 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

8.58 Wealhet 

9.00 News. 

9.C6Sporton4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

II- 00 NOWS; Election Agenda. To- 
day, families throughout Britain 
say wtnr they tfiWr about single 
currencies, sorid chapters aid 
Brussels, and presenter Vnnan 
White puts their concerns to the 
policy advisers who have helped 
shape the election manifestos. 

1130 From Our Own Correspon- 
dent 

12.00 Money Box. 

1235 The News Quiz. 

1235 weather. 


1.00 News- 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbleby chairs a topical dis- 
cussion In Hackney, London, 
with Foreign Secretary Mateoim 
RJfldnfl ; Liz Lynne, liberal De- 
mocrat spokesperson on social 
security and cBsabfiityt and Ruth 
Daeeh, principal of St Anne's 
CoCege, Oxford. 

135 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Gig. By 
Colette. In this new dramatisa- 
tion by Aysha Rail 15-yea«jld 
Gg Is being groomed in the arts 
d becoming a mistress by her 
doting grandmother and htr 
wealthy aunt With Julia 
McKenzie. 

3.45 Haw to Survive in Further Ed- 
ucation. (R) 

4JM News; Witnesses. 

430 Science Now. 

530 PM. 

5j 40 Ybu Probably Think This Song 
Is about You. See Choice, abme. 

530 Shipping Forecast 

5.55 Weathec 

630 Six O’clock News. 

635 Week Ending. 

630 Utopia Kid Other Destina- 
tions. 

730 Kaleidoscope feature. Whfter 
Mosley talks to John Harvey 
about his fictional detective Easy 
Rawlins and Gone Ftshef, the 
prevRjusly unpubftshed fest nerv- 
d in the series of books which 
made him one of America^ 
mas important black writers. 

730 On These Days. 

830 Saturday Night Theatre: The 
Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. 

By Sir Arthur Conan Dcyte. 

With Clive Meirison as Holmes 
and Michael WBtiams as Dr 
Watson. (R) 

935 Classics with Kay 

930 Ten to Tan. Thh weete Ameri- 
can author and speaker Jim 
Wallis talks about the need to 
fifve priority to the poot 

939 Weathet 


10.00 News. 

10.15 The Donahue Sides. Geral- 
dine Aron's radio version of her 
acclaimed off-Braadway stags 
play. With Frances Tortaty. (R) ■ 

11.15 Memofas of a Maladjusted 
Teacher. (R) 

1130 Stanza on Stags. Fort Ed- 
win Morgan and Jazz musician 
Tommy Smith collaborate in 
Beasts of Scotland, recorded at 
last year's Glasgow International 
Jazz Festival 

12.00 News. 

1230 Late Story: Flight By Doris 
Lessing. Read by Jack Waft 
12L48 Stepping Forecast : 
1.00AS Wortt Service; 

530 Inshore Forecast 

531 Bells on Sunday. 
5334130am Stepping Forecast 

Radio 4 LW 

tS2.4-94.9tib Bt; 19fflflr Dffl 
No Variations 

Radio 5 

(693. 909UbrNNf) 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 The 
Breakfast Programme 9.00 Week- 
end 10.00 Richard Littlejohn 

11.00 Sport on Five 636 Sfc-O-Sbc 
8-05 The Treatment 930 Brief 
Lives 930 Asian Perspective 
1G.0Q Richard DaDytfs Etection 
Night 11.00 News Extra 12.00 Af- 
ter Hours 230 Up AH Njtfit 5.00- 

630am Jtortng Reports 
Classic FM 

UDO-UtlflKFH 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Masters of Their Art 
UW Alan Mann 3.00 Jane 
Markham 6-00 Gardening Forum 

7.00 Opera Guide 830 Evening 
Concert 10.00 The Classic Quiz 
1230 Safiy Peterson 230 
Evening Concert 4.0(W30am 
Salty Rebarson 

Virgin Radio 

0215. U57-126SI&Z UW 1053MfzHO 
630 am Lynn Persons 1030 Russ 
Y Jontfs Greatest Hits 12-00 Jere- 
my Clark 3.00 The Atoum Chart 
wfth Mark Forrest 630 Robin 
Banks 1030 Janey Lee Grace 
230^30am Howard Pearce 

World Service 

nsfflifei» . 

LOOam Nawsdesk 130 latter 
from America 1.45 BrBaln Today 
230 Newsdesk 230 On Vbur Be- 
half 330 Newsday 330 Must Re- 
view 430 Vtatd News 4.05 Ws« 
Business Review 4.15 Sports 
Roundup 430 From OUr Own Cor- 
respondert 530 Navsdesk 530* 
630am Global Business 


Satellite/cable 


swi 

7.00am Oraon and Ofivia (98109?. 
730 Deify and His Friends ( 77616 k 

8.00 Press Ybur Luck (27548k 830 
Love Connection (26819k 930 
Quantum Leap (14722?. 1030 Kune 
Fu -The Legend Continues (93600?. 
1130 Legends of the Hidden Ctty 
(77513). 1130 Sea Rescue 
(782421. 1230 Wrestling (63884?. 

1.00 Wrestling (45432?. 2.00 Star 
Trek [42432k 3.00 Star Trek.- The 
Next Generation (52258?. 4.0b Star 
Trek: Deep Sptce Ntoe (64093?. 

5.00 Star Trek.- Voyager (8529?. 630 
Kung Fu - The Legend Continues 
(6906a?- 730 Hacutea The Leg- 
endary Journeys (G1J 87?. 830 Cop- 
pers (89061 830 Cops I (4513k. . 

9.00 Cops II [60277k 930 The Ser- 
ial Kites (64 5 J 31 1030 Law and 
Order 0 16281 U30 LA Law 
(74529?. 12.00 The Movie Show 
( 5084 a 1230 LAPD (11469). 

130 Dream Oa (93223). 130 
Smouldering Last (59812?. 230- 
6.00am Hit Mh (7735240). 

SOI 

730pm Supertiay (4441161k 730 
Supeiboy (310125a 830 Melrose 
Place (1573074). 9.00 Pacific Drive 
(1593838). 1030 Tales from the 
Crypt (841 1987 k 1030 Tales from 
foe Crypt (8420635?. 1L00 Stand 
and Deliver ( 8084567 k 1130 Stand 
and Deliver (794970a 1230- 
6.00am Hit Mbc (8066372k - 

MOHE CHMBEL ' 

630am Joe at foe Kinglom of the 

Bees (949 J 548). 7.05 Jc* at fh* 

Kingdom of foe Ants (2982242?. 

8.15 Lancar Spy* (14739987). 

1030 Batman Forever {59635?. 

1230 They Watch ( 54277k 230 
The Long Voyage Home* (39890?. 
430 With Honors (4703?. 630 
Rotting Thunder (21646). 830 Bat- 
man Forever (61141). 10.00 Under 
Siege 2: Dark Territory (631364?. 
1145 Wes Craven's New Nightmare 
(577987?. L40 Under Siege 2= Dark 
Territory (254198k 335 Confessions 
of a Sorority Girt (5469001?. 4.45- 
635am Wjfo'Honas (1734711 7). 

SR MOVIES 

630am Warlords of Atiantis (4583a 

8.00 The Return of Tommy Trlcker 
(608841 1030 Medicine River 
(51093?. 1230 The Land that Time 
Fora* (56655J. 2.00 Lithe Women ■ 
(98548?. 430 The Magic KU 2 
(715291. 530 Problem- Cteid 3 
(85971k 7.00 Uttle Women 
(90513). 9.00 Wolf (116001 1130 
Indecent Behaviour ll { 794587k 
1240 An Unmarried Woman 
(88017469?. 230 Police Rescue 
(7971136). 430-6. 00am Medicine 
River (786914?. 


SXT MOVIES GOLD 

630pm Foreifpi Correspondent* 
(8207242). 830 Hell Is tor Heroes* 
(8382987k 1030 Spellbinder 
(4373529?. 11.45 Defenseless 
(5339635?. 130 Charley Wrick 
(1073440. 330-5. 00am Badmarfs 
Territory* (66565751 

stfspoem 

7.00am VHortd Sports (30155k 730 - 
Aerobics 058901 8.00 Itogby 
(24074). 830 Radr« ( 23345k 9.00 
Super (22286k 11.00 Foot- 
talk Lhrerpool v MandieEter United - 
Uvb (337432). 130 Sports Saturday 
193074k 230 Rugby Union 
(2586316SL 4.15 Sports Saturday 
Results. (3^27031 530 fortball 
(12093). 730 Spanish Football 
1 809074 k 930 Rugby Union 
(8109a 1130 Australian Rules 
Football (685J3J. 130A00am 
Spanish football (287681k 

SW SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (4791074?. 

11.00 Goff: Catalan Open 
(1479105?. 130 Gaft Cannes Open 
1 96021 55). 4.00 Survival of the 
Fittest (3151635?. 430 Australian 
Rules Football (797019 CD. 630 Golf: 
Cannes Open (3710221k 830 Goft 
MCI Classic (2611616). 11.00 Goft 
Cannes Open 19400451). 12.30- 
130am Senior PGA four (7019038). 

SK SPORTS 3 

12.00noan Survival of the Fittest 
(93320277). 1230 Motosport 
(581 72600). 3.00 Cricket: West 
Indies v India (825631051 10.00 
Sirvwai of foe Fittest 03321906?. 
1030 Snowboard (93234426?. 

11.00 Rebel Sports (22211513k 
1130-12. OOniidnigbt World Sports 

(25044600k 

LIVE If 

630am Pin Money 630 Fashion 
730 Sport 730 Game of Two 
Scarves &00 Stem Ro*QtazS30 
Lookkg far Love IL45 Pet Squad 

9.00 Raratotiores 930 Fashion 1030 
Agony 1030 Looking for Lwe 10.45 
Pet Squad 1130 Trial TV 1130 Fate 
and Fortune 1230 Why Fties? 1230 
Agony 130 AgXty 1.15 Agony 130 
Trial TV 230 Fashion 230 Agony 
330 Fate and Fortune 330 Pin 
Money 430 Looking for Love 430 
Sham Rock Quiz 5.00 Agxiy 530 
WhyFties? 630 fetton «3G Sports . 

7.00 Hn Money 730 Game of Two 
Scarves 830 Bushido 930 Handy 
Hunks; Sham Rock Quiz 930 Eva's 
Seventies Pop Show 10.00 Topless 
Darts in Space; Sport 1030 Stand- 
Up 11.00 Topless Darts in Space; 

Fate and Fortune 1130 Sex 1L55 
Erotica Erotica 1230 Mss TV 130- 
6 . 00 am Night-time progr am mes 


Australian savoir faire. 
Californian je ne sais quoi. 
The perfect French 
Chardonnav 


To a Frenchman, France is the 
schiMl and university of wine, but 
to James Herrick it was only the 
nursery. He learned the new 
technology of cold fermentation 
in Australia and new methods of 
viticulture in California. So 
when, 20 years on, he returned 
to plant his own vineyards in 
Languedoc, he could combine 
the best of both worlds - old 
and new — to produce 
exceptional Chardonnay. 
Fresh and spicy, foil of 
. tropical fruir 
'A flavours, but 
with the 



refinement am 
long finish of 
French classic 
|g Mori. 


J a m es Herrick 

CHARDOrvjiM^ y 


owm-s. RUSSELL CELLMK. 

VICTlTRlA 






